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Ahura Mazda [Wise Lord] is the Zarathushtrian God.
Zarathushtrians believe in Good Thoughts, Good Words and Good Deeds.
Asho Zarathushtra Spitaman is our prophet and teacher.

The Farathushtrian sacred text is called the Avesta. The five Gathas in the Avesta are the very divinely
inspired words of Asho £Zarathushtra, the holiest of the holies. The Zarathushtrian religion is the oldest
monotheistic religion in the world, dating back to the fourth millenniuvm. According to Zarathushira
there is only one God. True LZoroastrians follow the path of Asha | Righteousness|. Our religion teaches us
to respect these four elements; Water, Fire, Air and Earth. Zarathushtra says that the divine is present
within each one of us and in all things. This divine flame should not be contaminated, but sustained by
god thoughts, good words and good deeds. In the Avestan text Yasna 17.11, Zarathushtra expresses his
beautiful thought by speaking of the fire in all things, the fire within each one of us. If the divine is present
in all of us, then one must accept that Humans are divine. In fact all beingzs with life are a divine creation
of the creator. Zarathushira is the lirst person to advocate (reedom of choice; in the Gathas it is stated that
Ahura Mazda made us such. This is why Zarathushtra is known to be the father of free will.

*Lovoastrianism is the oldest of the revealed world religions, and it has probably had more influence on
mankind, directly and indirectly. than any other single faith.’- Marv Boyce, LZoroastrians: Their Religious
Beliels and Practices ( London: Routledge and Kegan Paul, 1979, p. 1)

‘Loroaster was thus the first to teach the doctrines of an individual judegment, Heaven and Hell, the future
resurrection of the body, the general Last Judgment, and life everlasting for the reunited soul and body.
These docirvines were to become familiar articles of faith to much of mankind, through borrowing by Ju-
daism, Christianity and Islam; yet it is in Zoroastrianism itsell’ that they have their fullest logical coher-
ence.” - Mary Boyee, Op. Cit. (p. 29)
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Editor’s Note

By Mehrdad Mondegari

Congratulations on the occasion of the arrival of Jamshidi Nowruz, and the
birthday of Ashu Zarathushtra on March 26 (6 Farvardin).

This year we approach the fourth anniversary of the Zoroastrian Journal.
The current Nowruz special edition has been prepared in 32 pages.

We take this opportunity to thank you for your continuing support. Let’s
take this period to be a time for fellowship and love with our compatriots
and friends, and remember those who are not here with us by contacting
them by telephone or email.

The time is ripe to reiterate the Nowruz prayers sent to us by the Mobeds Asso-
ciation of Tehran, so that you have a chance to rehearse them with your family.

New Year Prayer
With the name of Ahura Mazda

Righteousness is happiness, and happiness is bestowed upon
those who seek others’ happiness. Thou, oh Ahura Mazda, 1
worship thee since thou founded righteousness, created water,
plants, and light, the world, and all the good things in it; 1
admire the souls of the brave, men and women of good thoughts,
who with their bright minds make a living and benefit others.

Hope to achieve what we wished.

Hope to be of those who are with goodness and clean spirit.
Be together, united, and with good doers. Away from evil doers
and wrong doers. Belonging to those who have committed to
the pillars of Zoroastrianism in seven continents of the world.

Long Living
Long Life

Happy Life
Desired Life

Have the world to our liking and our own spiritual life as ex-
pected solidarity and one-ness, as prescribed in our Ashem
Vohu and Yata Ahu verses.
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A New Day

By Dr Niaz Kasravi

In recent months, a petition has been circulated via email calling upon the Secretary
General of the United Nations, Ban Ki-Moon, to include Norouz on the official calendar
of the UN. The petition, put forth by the Persian Cultural Center in San Diego, reads as
follows:

Your Excellency,
For several millennia many nations have celebrated the first day of spring as
their new year. Today, nearly 300 million people around the world celebrate
the first day of spring as their new year, better known as Norouz (New Day).
Nearly all of these celebrants live in UN member nations. Unfortunately, none
of the UN calendars or affiliated agencies commemorate this important date as
has been done for different celebrations of member nations.
We, the undersigned, request from your Excellency, bearer of the highest office
of the United Nations, to kindly authorize the relevant agencies to correct this
oversight for the upcoming calendars throughout the UN agencies.
Please accept our best wishes and thanks for your attention to this important
request.

Persian Cultural Center, San Diego, California - USA

Sincerely,

The Undersigned

The reaction to this petition has been interesting and tells us a lot about our community.
Some have reacted with cynicism, believing that there is no chance that Mr Ban Ki-Moon
will ever agree to such a request. Some have expressed their view that petitions are
pointless and, beyond serving as a cathartic mechanism for the masses, accomplish little
else. Yet others have restated the long-debated issue of the correct spelling of Norouz
and asserted that we must come to a consensus on that prior to taking any other action
on Norouz.

It is fair to say that we will be hard pressed to find an Iranian or a Zoroastrian who would
disagree with the intention of this petition. Far from it; this is in fact a rare issue upon
which a large majority of us can agree. So, what are we to do? Should we merely sign the
petition and view that as our contribution? Should we refrain from signing it and believe
that petitions are not effective? Or should we take no action on this and turn our attention
to the debate about how Norouz should be spelled?

First, there is little to be lost by signing this petition. In fact, the more people sign this
document, the easier it will be for us to believe in our own ability to unite around our
common causes. But signing a petition is only the first step; it needs follow-up action at
the UN. There are several ways of introducing resolutions to the UN for requests such as
this, and the next step is to work with community organizations that will be able to help
with this follow-up and make sure that it is pushed through the proper channels.

Second, inaction should not be an option. Too often in the past we have allowed our
differences to prevent us from doing anything about issues we care about. Trying to come
to an agreement on the correct spelling of Norouz should not be a sufficient reason to
lose sight of the ultimate goal.

Some people believe that with so much going on in today’s world, with so many challenges
facing our community, and with so many other vital matters to focus our energy on,
working on the Norouz petition is rather trivial and meaningless. But, we have to start
somewhere. In the past, divisive issues have often done just that: served to divide us and
prevent us from taking action. The alternative perspective is to see this as an opportunity
to come together. If we cannot agree to unite around this cause, one with which we all
agree, there may be no hope in uniting around more controversial and vital concerns.
And, as a community of relatively recent immigrants to the United States, we will
continue to face our fair share of more complex challenges, which can only be overcome
if we work together. This can serve as a starting point.

I for one am grateful to the Persian Cultural Center of San Diego for starting this petition
and this movement. I hope that we can, as a community, work together to push this effort
to the next level.

To sign this petition, go to: http://www.petitiononline.com/Norouz/petition.html. Once
you have taken this first step, contact local and national cultural or community organizations
to request they take on this matter.

This spelling of Norouz is a personal preference and not necessarily taking any side in
the debate surrounding the spelling of the word in English.

Berkeley University

DARI LAMGUAGEHEROJECT

Dari, which is also known as Gabri or Behdinani, is the traditional language of the
Zoroastrians of Iran. Spoken mainly in the Yazd and Kerman regions, Dari is among
Iran’s most immediately imperiled languages. According to one estimate, there are only
8,000-15,000 speakers, though we believe the number to be much smaller. That number
will likely decrease rapidly in coming generations, however, as parents are speaking to
their children in Persian, the national language of Iran, rather than in Dari. Already, only
a small proportion of Iran’s Zoroastrian population speaks Dari. Like most of Iran’s other
regional languages, Dari is not written and is thus easily overlooked, even by contem-
porary linguists.

The Dari language has traditionally been divided into two main dialects: one spoken in
the city of Yazd and the other in the city of Kerman. This division of the language, based
on the division of its speakers into their two main cities of residence, conceals the com-
plexity of the actual dialectical situation. The Yazd dialect is itself comprised of some
dozen varieties, each distinct and unique to one of the Zoroastrian neighborhoods of that
city. The variety of Dari that a Zoroastrian speaks is a source of great pride and forms an
integral part of his or her identity.

Estimates suggest that more than half of the world’s approximately 6,000 languages will
become extinct by the end of the century. Without significant efforts to halt this advance,
Dari may be numbered among those fated for death. The Dari Language Project seeks
to contribute to the perpetuation of the language by creating a dictionary and archive of
texts (traditional stories and narratives). While currently not accessible to the public,
these resources will, in the future, be available to Dari educational programs. For more
information please visit; http://linguistics.berkeley.edu/~dari/index.html

ZYNA Announces
12th North American Youth Congress

Dear FEZANA Executive, Association Presidents, FEZANA Reps, & Committee Chairs:

ZYNA Co-Chairs are happy to announce the 12th North American Zoroastrian
Youth Congress from July 1-5 2009, in Fremont California. This amazing
congress is titled:

“GENERATION Z—It’'s Up to Us to Lead the Way
Good Thoughts, Good Words, Good Deeds.

Yes, you read it right—July 2009! We have received a very good feedback
and response from youth who we have spoken to and now request your
support to spread the word in your local association, and encourage your
youth to attend the congress in large numbers.

We have tried to make this congress most economical with low hotel rooms
rates of US$64 per night (for up to 4 people in a room), and low congress

registration of US$250/- for all days (includes Celebration of Canada Day
1st July and Celebration of US Independence Day 4th July with special
entertainment, dinner & dance, day-trip to San Francisco, Youth Speakers
and Workshops) for all Zoroastrian’s 18 — 40 years (Persian and Parsi). All
Breakfast, Lunch and Dinner are included.

Hoping you will all spread the congress message. Registration for Early Bird
starts February 15, 2009. New Web site and more information will follow.

Our Flyer is attached as:

“GENERATION Z — It's Up to Us to Lead the Way.”

May we request you to kindly enlarge the same and display at your local
center and in your newsletter.

More details will follow soon.
Thank you,

ZYNA Co-Chairs
Susan Kaboly-Zadeh(Canada)
Ava Afshari (S. California)

Ferzeen Chapgar (N. California)
Carl Irani (Florida)
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Anooshirvan High School

According to AmordadNews.com, the principal of Anooshiravan High School in Tehran
has banned Zoroastrian students from having their religious studies in the school and has
said that they have to take their studies on Fridays. Apparently, the reason for this order
is the small number of Zoroastrian students in that school (http://www.amordad6485.
blogfa.com/post-1395.aspx).

Perhaps the respected principal should be reminded that Anooshiravan High School
belongs to the Zoroastrian Community and, even if there is only one Zartoshti student
registered in that school; she has all the rights to have her religious studies done in the
school at the designated time.

The World Zoroastrian Community hopes that this decision is revoked and that the young
Zartoshti girls in Tehran will continue having their religious classes held in the High
School as they have for decades in the past.

Glory of Persia promotes Iran tourism

The number of South Koreans applying
for tourist visas to visit Iran has quadru-
pled

following The Glory of Persia traveling
exhibit in Seoul.

After The Glory of Persia successfully
toured Japan, South Korea welcomed the
dazzling exhibit of artifacts dating back
to the 6th century BCE. The exhibition
introduces Iranian history, culture and art
to other nations.

From April to August 2008, the National Museum of Korea displayed over 210 arti-
facts, dating from the fifth millennium BCE to the end of the Sassanid dynastic era
(226-651 CE). After the Seoul exhibition, Glory went to the Daegu National Museum,
from September to December.

After the 350,000 South Koreans who visited the exhibition felt the essence of Persian
culture, history and civilization, they became eager to understand more about the Persian
civilization for themselves. Statistics released by the Iranian tourism office show that the
number of South Korean tourists applying for Iranian tourist visas has quadrupled since
the exhibition.

In a meeting with the South Korean ambassador, Kim Young-Moke, prior to the exhibit,
Iranian Vice-President Esfandiar Rahim-Mashaei expressed interest in introducing the
two civilizations to each other.

In a bid to provide the most tourist-friendly environment, the Iranian Foreign Ministry
has been issuing visas electronically.

Source: Press TV

Berlin to hold Shahnameh Congress

Germany is to hold a Shahnameh Congress to honor the 1000th anniversary of the

creation of the Persian literary masterpiece.

“The congress, which will be held in September 2009 in Berlin’s House of World Cultures,

aims to introduce the Persian culture and civilization to young Iranians living abroad,’

director of the Ferdowsi Foundation, Mohammad Hossein Tousivand, told ISNA.

Shahnameh experts, Professors Jalal Khaleqi Motlaq and Mir Jalaleddin Kazzazi, will
deliver lectures on Ferdowsi’s magnum
opus, comparing it with works by the
Greek Homer and a number of German
writers.
Participants will also be able to visit an
exhibition of coffechouse paintings by
Iranian artist Manouchehr Vafaei, as well
as collage works by Esfandiar Imanzadeh
featuring renowned Iranian figures such
as Zoroaster, Darius and Cyrus the Great,
Avicenna and Mowlavi.

The event will also include Shahnameh

story telling and Iranian music concerts.

Shahnameh (The Book of Kings) is a classic among epic Persian poetry and recounts
Iran’s mythical and historical past. It was written in Persian at a time when Arabic was
the main scientific and literary language of Iran.

The romance of Zal and Rudaba, the Seven Stages (or Labors) of Rostam, Rostam and
Sohrab, Siavash and Sudaba, Rostam and Akvan Div, the romance of Bizhan and Mani-
zheh and Rostam and Esfandyar are among the most popular Shahnameh stories.

Source: Press TV

A Zoroastrian hero

Zoroastrian MP, Dr Ekhtiari, through his posting to the Berasad News Group in Iran, tells
us a real story about a Zoroastrian youth who saved the life of a non-Zarathushti person
who was committing suicide by burning himself in front of the Iranian parliament build-
ing on 14 February 2009.

Ramin Bamasi, our Zoroastrian hero, who works in Dr Ekhtiari’s office, explained that
while everybody was watching the scene, nobody tried to help the poor guy who was
burning. Though Ramin lost his jacket and some of his personal items when he used the
jacket to wrap the burning body and save him, he believes that he has never done any-
thing more important.

Source: ZNA

Louvre Museum to showcase Iranian history items

The Louvre Museum in Paris is sched-
uled to host an exhibition in 2013 that
will display items relating to the history
of Iran.

‘All the arrangements have been made to
hold the exhibition in the Louvre Muse-
um in 2013,’ curator of the Iran National
Museum, Mohammad Reza Mehrandish,
told CHTN on Tuesday. ‘The Iran Cul-
tural Heritage, Handicrafts, and Tourism
Organization has held several exhibitions
over the past few years in various coun-
tries, including Germany, Switzerland, Italy, France, Britain, Japan, Mexico and South
Korea,” he added.

According to Mehrandish, the Iran National Museum held an Achaemenid Empire exhi-
bition at the British Museum in 2005. ‘The British Museum later announced that more
than 250 thousand people visited the Achaemenid Empire exhibition,” he said. ‘Accord-
ing to the British Museum manager, the exhibition had the highest number of visitors in
that museum.’

The Louvre Museum is located in the Louvre Palace, originally a fortress in the 12th
century. It is one of the largest museums in the world.

Iran is home to one of the world’s oldest civilizations, with historic urban settlements
dating back to 5000 BCE.

Source: Cultural Heritage News Agency

US urged to return Persepolis tablets

International archeologists have asked US
president Barack Obama to help return the
Elamite tablets of Persepolis to their home
in Iran.

Over 600 archeologists have signed a letter
to President Obama asking him to stop the
ancient artifacts, which have been loaned to
the Oriental Institute of the University of
Chicago, from being confiscated and sold.
‘It has been reported by the Press, and con-
firmed by authoritative scholarly sources,
that an important part of the Elamite clay
tablets forming the archive of the Achaemenid center of Persepolis ... face(s) the threat
of confiscation and sale in order to compensate a legal case brought by private per-
sons against the Government of Iran,’ the Societas Iranologica Europaea petition reads.
The letter emphasizes the Iranian origin of the antiquities, asking the US president not to
involve his country in the sale of the world’s cultural heritage.

“The antiquities belong to the cultural heritage of Iran on behalf of humankind and should
therefore remain in public hands,’ reads the letter.

The Persepolis tablets were loaned to Chicago University to be studied in 1937. Al-
though the majority of tablets have been returned to Iran, the dispute broke out when an
American Federal Judge ordered the tablets to be confiscated and auctioned in order to
compensate the Israeli victims of the 1997 Jerusalem bombing.

The tablets, which were discovered by the archeology team of the University of Chicago
in 1933, bear cuneiform inscriptions recording administrative details of the Persian Em-
pire from about 500 BC.

Source: Press TV
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An Iranian archaeological team has recently discovered
ten Parthian dynastic era (248 BCE - 224 CE)

jar burials at the Nakhl-e Ebrahim site in the
Persian Gulf’s Hormozgan Province.

The burials were unearthed
during the second season of

T ey excavations carried out to
IRAN CHE ) :
g - save artifacts and informa-
gt & tion from the Parthian cem-
Tl e ,.ﬂf‘. "5 5":‘:'_‘”::_ 5 etery and castle located at a
= bl M ek - ‘:Ll distance of three kllomete.rs
h—-—“_".“f_,,’,ﬂ-t-:_-_,-,ﬂm I from the Strait of Hormuz in
T R - the Persian Gulf.
Parglan Gulf R
= Th has b
e ' e cemetery has been
i almost  completely  de-
T stroyed by smugglers of
Iran’s  cultural heritage.

One of the 17 graves discovered during the two seasons of excavations over the past two
years used a different style of burial. It belongs to a child who was buried in fetal position.
‘All the graves show that jar burials were common in the region during the Parthian era.
However, the different burial style of the child’s [grave] has astonished the team,’ team
director Siamak Sarlak told the Persian service of CHN on Tuesday.

‘Some of the graves lacked any artifacts, and some were full of gifts presented to the dead.
Due to this fact, the Parthian dynasty social classes of the region can be studied,” he added.
Hesaidthatmostoftheartifactsrecovered from the graves are ornaments made of soapstone.
The castle, 150 square meters of which has been unearthed during the latest season,
is only a small part of a 100-hectare Parthian city that was previously identified at the
Nakhl-¢ Ebrahim site.

Covering 30,000 square meters in area, a number of pools built for shrimp farming have
invaded the perimeter of the castle and also caused damage to the structure.

US honors Ezzatollah Negahban

The US paid tribute to the late Iranian scholar and founder of Iran’s modern archeology,

Professor Ezzatollah Negahban, in Pennsylvania.

According to The Phila-
delphia Inquirer, a memo-
rial service was held at the
Foundation for Islamic Edu-
cation on February 13,2009,
and memorial donations
were made to the University
of Pennsylvania Museum.
Professor Negahban died of
Parkinson’s disease at South
Seminole Hospital near
Orlando on February Ist.
A graduate of the archaeol-
ogy department at Tehran
University, the US-based

scientist earned his master’s

degree in archaeology from the University of Chicago in 1954.

In 1996 he received ‘a national heritage prize, the highest honor you can give a cultural figure

in Iran,” The Philadelphia Inquirer quoted Negahban’s son as saying.

Negahban founded the Institute of Archaeology at Tehran University, which he directed

until 1979. He also served as the chairman of the Archaeology Department from 1967 to

1978, and the dean of the Faculty of Letters and Humanities from 1975 to 1979.

He conducted comprehensive studies at numerous Iranian archeological sites, including

Zagheh Hill, Marlik Cemetery, Qazvin Plain and Haft-Tappeh. A large part of his reports,

photos, books and notes have been donated to Tehran University.

Negahban discovered a large amount of gold during excavations in Iran, and his efforts

to regulate archeological affairs greatly decreased the number of illegal excavations in

the country.

Germany to host third Iran history fair

I 7] Germany is slated to host an ex-
hibition in 2011 to display muse-
um items relating to the history of
Iran. ‘All the arrangements have
been made to hold the exhibition
in one of the biggest museums
in Germany in 2011, the curator
of Iran’s National Museum, Mo-
hammad Reza Mehrandish, said
on Saturday.

According to Mehrandish, Iran
has so far held two historical ex-
hibitions in Germany. The first
exhibition was held in Bochum in

2004 to display 533 Iranian historical items. Germany hosted the second exhibition in

2005, when Iran displayed three items in the Genghis Khan exhibition in Bonn.

Iran is home to one of the world’s oldest civilizations, with urban settlements dating back

to 5000 BCE.

Source: Press TV

Last opening of Bisotun Bridge found

Iranian archeologists have found the
sixth opening of the Bisotun Bridge
during excavations in Iran’s west-
ern Kermanshah Province. After the
opening, a 31-meter-long wall made
of carved stone was found, which
dates back to the Sassanid era.
‘The wall shows that the sixth open-
ing is most probably the last opening
of the bridge,’ said head of the arche-
ology team, Mojgan Khanmoradi,
adding, ‘The team also found ruins of
walls dating back to the Islamic era, along with skeletal remains belonging to camels.

‘Studies showed that the sixth opening was left unfinished during the Sassanid era and
was completed in later periods,’ she explained.

The Bisotun archaeological site is known for its numerous bas-reliefs and historical
monuments such as the Khosrow Palace.

Study proves
Persian inhabitance along Persian Gulf

Archeologists have found a number
of graves in southern Iran, which
prove that the Persian Gulf has al-
ways been inhabited by Persians.
Excavationsina 100-acre cemetery in
Iran’s southern province of Hormoz-
gan yielded ten intact graves and a fe-
tal burial which shed light on the buri-
al rituals practiced 2,000 years ago.
The largest of its kind in south-
ern Iran, the cemetery includes
graves from the Parthian era
to the Sassanid era, indicating that Persians were living in the area during that time.
‘The inhabitants did not bury their dead under the ground,’ said head of the archeology
team Abbas Norouzi, adding, ‘They provided a bed of small stones on the ground, laid
the body on the stones and covered it with 50 centimeter high stone fences. The tomb was
then adorned by a tombstone.

“Various objects were also buried along with the body, such as gemstones, beads and
daggers,” Norouzi explained.

‘A clay jar was broken on the tomb at the end. The tradition, which was also followed in
the northern province of Semnan, symbolized the end of life,” he said.

Experts have prepared a topographic map of the region.

Source: Press TV
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4taris an Avestan word; it
neans 'fire’.

Asho Zarathushtra said: 'There
s one God, Ahura Mazda; One
Ahura Mazda everywhere.

Ahura Mazda is the creator of
‘he whole universe.

did you know that
Zarathushrians face fire and
ight to pray?

did you ever wonder why they do
"hat?

ead the following lines to know
vhy.

Ahura Mazda is the source of all
power and energy.

We cannot see Ahura Mazda
with our eyes.

Fire and light remind us of
Ahura Mazda.

We, therefore, face fire and
light when we pray to Ahura
Mazda.

Using, yellow, red, orange and
brown, color the following
picture:

/
North America

ZOROASTRIAN PHONE DIRECTORY

Serving The Zoroastrian Community & more

Proven High Consumer Usage
For further Information
and Advertising Rate, Please call

714-893-7437

Come to my
help, O Ahura
Mazda! T
acknowledge
the
Mazdayasnan (Zoroastrian)
religion and am a devote of
Zarathushtra. I admire good
thoughts, good words and good
deeds. I dedicate myself to the
excellent Mazdayasnan religion
which preaches peace, non
violence, disarmament™ and
shows the path of righteousness.
Of all the faiths that have been
or that shall be, the faith of
Ahura-Mazda revealed by
Zarathushtra is the loftiest (of
the highest rank or status) and
the best. Unto Ahura Mazda do
I attribute all good. Such
indeed is the faith to which I
dedicate myself.

Translation of Jasa me Avanghe Mazda Prayer.

* disarmament means: the process of
reducing a nation's supply of weapons
or the strength of its armed forces.
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Zarathushtis producing Persian pop

By Roya Waltman

In September of 2008, Century Records USA released a Persian music album that turned
heads and perked ears nationwide. The nine-song album titled ‘The Gift’ is produced by
a handsome Zoroastrian brotherhood, Bahram and Mehrdad Banki.

Thetwo gifted Zoroastrians have produced songs that attract fans ofall ages. Many Persians
have found themselves able to strongly connect with, and appreciate, their productions.
We presented Bahram Banki, a San Diego local, with some of his fellow Zoroastrians’
top questions regarding his successes and experience in the Persian music industry. We at
Z Journal wanted an inside look at how he made it in such a competitive enterprise.
Despite the short notice and his obvious lack of free time, Bahram Banki was able to
answer our questions with detail, diligence and a well-appreciated sense of humor. We
thank him for that, and for his positive and active role in the Zoroastrian community.

Here’s what he had to say:

What role does music play in your life?

‘If I say I only needed air, food and water, but not music, to have survived, I would be
lying. Music, especially Persian music, has been that important in my life. Can you
imagine buying every possible Persian music album that comes out? Well, I do! And 1
am willing to bet that many unknown singers have found that out about me, and release
albums knowing that they have at least one crazy buyer.

‘Okay, I’'m exaggerating there, but I can honestly say that music, especially Persian
music, has brought me the extra smiles that others seek to find through other things in
life. And if I don’t stay up-to-date with it, I feel something is missing.’

What are your musical talents and how have they developed?

‘Unfortunately, I do not play any musical instruments. It is not that I did not try or did not
enroll in music (piano) classes. But I’m a believer that it takes more than that. I find that it
is a gift that you need to be born with, just like I find singers need to be born with a strong
voice. But still, that never stopped me, and for many years I showed my appreciation
for music by being a DJ at many Persian weddings, parties, and even big concerts.

‘So, maybe I did have a little musical talent because during my DJing days, almost
all Persian songs had to be played back from cassette tapes. Therefore, you needed to
manually count beats, stop the music at the right beat, and manually mix in one song to
the next song, while maintaining the beat count of the previous song playing. (A secret
between us, thanks to today’s technology, computer software will count beats for you
and do the mix for you, so it is easier to become a DJ these days.) So, maybe that was
my musical talent.

‘Oh, and I did write lyrics in my spare time, but definitely no poetry worthy of receiving
an award for. Another note to be mentioned here is that [ am truly thankful to my dear
parents Dr Shahriar and Farangis Banki, and also to our family, relatives, and many
friends for not letting me lose my Persian identity/language while growing up in a coun-
try far from Iran. Thank you!’

What are your musical accomplishments thus far,and what do you see in your future?
‘Well, before I get into the current chapter of my musical life, I must first say that while
growing up my musical idol was no other than the famous Persian singer Siavash Shams.
He is a true legend in my book! His music was basically equivalent to the air, food and
water that I needed in my daily life. I was a Siavash freak! And thanks to my brothers,
Mehrdad and Mehryar, who knew Siavash from their university, one day I was intro-
duced to him. My musical idol gradually became my very good friend. With him I got to
experience the concert backstage passes, the spotlights involving musicians and singers,

and all the other cool stuff I dreamt about as a kid.

‘I got to become friends with other singers as well. Siavash taught me that many musicians/
artists express their deeper feelings through writing songs, which brings me back to my
musical accomplishments of today. This chapter of my musical life story actually started
in 2004, when I decided to put all of the puzzle pieces I had picked up along the way
together for myself, and to write my first full song on a professional level.

‘My first song was called “Xmas in Las Vegas”, which I wrote the lyrics and melody for.
Although I’m not a musician, the melody to go along with my lyrics came from within
my soul. Just like I had learned through others, I experienced myself that “music speaks
your feelings.” Therefore, I wrote this song for the yearly joy I get during Christmas time
when Persians come together in Las Vegas to show their unity. Since I am a huge fan
of Persian roots and culture, I just let this song speak for me. Anyhow, Tara, who was
already an established singer at that time and a friend of mine, was thinking about start-
ing her third album. I took advantage of this opportunity and shared the idea of my
“Xmas in Las Vegas” song with her, and she loved it.

‘We hired Mr Manouchehr Cheshmazar for the musical arrangement of this song. After
the vocal recording, it was only a matter of weeks before it came out as a music video,
being shown on Persian satellite channels. Finally, I had completed my first step and was
getting my foot into the door of the Persian musical world that I always dreamt about;
the fun was only starting for me.

‘I was inspired to write six additional songs, all expressing my deep feelings based on
various events and experiences in my personal life. Tara liked them all, and with the help
of musicians Mr Shahram Azar and Mr Cheshmazar, Tara and I decided to co-partner on
a full album together (managed by my brother Mehrdad Banki).

‘The result, a Persian album called “The Gift”, was released in September of 2008. A
special thanks to Ms Tara for giving me the opportunity to produce this album with her.
She not only has a gifted voice, but she is a wonderful person with a kind heart, and I
wish her nothing but the best in this music business.’

How can we get a hold of your work and when can we hear new releases?

‘The album “The Gift” was released by Persian label Century Records USA and is available
at most Persian stores in North America and Europe. It can also be found on popular Persian
websites: www.centuryrecordsusa.com, www.eworldrecords.com, www.musicboxla.com,
and www.radiojavan.com.

‘I am currently working on a couple of “single” tracks. Stay tuned for a breakthrough
club/dance song coming soon, performed by Tara and her sister Sofia. In addition, I have
another single in the works with a surprise Zartoshti group, and one in the works with
Khashayar Azar (Sandy’s son).’

HowhasbeingaZoroastrianhad aninfluenceonyouand your experiencesin this field?
‘Being a Zoroastrian has had a huge and positive influence on my personal life, not all
directly related to my musical experience. Being a Zartoshti and having faith in Ahura
Mazda is mainly a personal choice, and I am thankful for it every single day of my life!
‘I can also proudly say that I have been passionately involved with Zoroastrian events
and gatherings all my life, and having unbelievable non-stop support from everyone who
knows me has always given me that extra push I needed to keep me going forward. My first
official song that I wrote was in 1995, called “Zartoshti Boodan”, or “Being a Zoroastrian”.
My uncle Rashid Parsi wrote and played the music, and my mother Farangis Parsi Banki
sang the demo vocals. This song was never professionally recorded in a studio, but is
currently circulating the Internet for anyone interested and Farsi-speaking.’

What advice do you have for other Zoroastrians with a passion for music and a
desire to be involved in the music business?

‘From my personal experience, don’t do it! Well, go for it if you have one or all of the
following powers and desires: 1) money to potentially throw away; 2) exceptional talent
and charisma; 3) if it is just your dream/passion and no matter what [ or anyone else says,
you just have to give it your try.

‘Either way, I caution you to do it for fun and not for a profession. Please continue your
school and get settled in a stable career for which you have studied. Please don’t expect
rewards or fame. I feel the music business is best pursued as a hobby.’

Any other comments?

‘Last but not least, I would like to thank everyone that I know and/or anyone reading this.
We may not all be the same, but we are all God’s kids and therefore, a big family. I say
this simply because I always get good and positive energy being around you all. Thank
you! And also a special thanks to Roya Waltman, and the entire Zoroastrian Journal group
for giving me their time for this interview, and for their continuous effort to keeping
Zoroastrians together and updated with information. Wishing all the best for all!’
Bahram Banki has shown us some of the difficulties one might be presented with when
trying to juggle passion with reality. However, none of us want to walk away from life
thinking ‘what if...’

Just like Bahram believes a beautiful voice may be innate and something we are born
with, passion may be something that cannot be obtained through external means either.
As Bahram advises, we must act on our passions but keep our decisions and dreams in
touch with what is real and tangible.

Most importantly, we must support one another in our ambitions. The Zoroastrian com-
munity undoubtedly consists of so much talent and intellect. May we stand by one
another with pride and faith to further the dreams of our community as a whole. Thank
you, Bahram Banki, for pushing for something you love and sharing parts of your journey
and understanding with us.
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Forgotten language
By Shel Silverstein

Once I spoke the language of the flowers,

Once I understood each word the caterpillar said,

Once I smiled in secret at the gossip of the starlings,

And shared a conversation with the housefly in my bed.
Once I heard and answered all the questions of the crickets,
And joined the crying of each falling dying flake of snow,
Once I spoke the language of the flowers...

Where the sidewalk ends

By Shel Silverstein

There is a place where the sidewalk ends
And before the street begins,

And there the grass grows soft and white,
And there the sun burns crimson bright,

And there the moon-bird rests from his flight
To cool in the peppermint wind.

Let us leave this place where the smoke blows black
And the dark street winds and bends.

Past the pits where the asphalt flowers grow

We shall walk with a walk that is measured and slow,
And watch where the chalk-white arrows go

To the place where the sidewalk ends.

Yes we’ll walk with a walk that is measured and slow,
And we’ll go where the chalk-white arrows go,

For the children, they mark, and the children, they know
The place where the sidewalk ends.

Life is fine

By Langston Hughes

I went down to the river,
I set down on the bank.
I tried to think but couldn’t,
So I jumped in and sank.
I came up once and hollered!
I came up twice and cried!
If that water hadn’t a-been so cold
I might’ve sunk and died.

But it was Cold in that water! It was cold!

I took the elevator
Sixteen floors above the ground.
I thought about my baby
And thought I would jump down.
I stood there and I hollered!

I stood there and I cried!

If it hadn’t a-been so high
I might’ve jumped and died.

But it was High up there! It was high!

So since I’'m still here livin’,
I guess I will live on.
I could’ve died for love--
But for livin’ I was born

Though you may hear me holler,
And you may see me cry--
I’ll be dogged, sweet baby,

If you gonna see me die.

Life is fine! Fine as wine! Life is fine!

Nobody is around, let’s look deep inside

- If you judge people, you have no time to love them.

- Habit is habit, and not to be thrown out of the window by any man, but coaxed downstairs a

step at a time.

- Have a place for everything, and keep the things somewhere else. That is not advice, it is

merely custom.

- It is better to deserve honors and not have them, than to have them and not deserve them.

- Grief can take care of itself, but to get the full value of a joy you must have somebody to

divide it with.

- Kindness is a language which the deaf can hear and the blind can see.

- The best way to cheer yourself is to try to cheer somebody else up.

- Name the greatest of all inventors: Accident.

- Work and play are words used to describe the same thing under differing conditions.

- The one important thing I have learned over the years is the difference
between taking one’s work seriously and taking one’s self
seriously. The first is imperative, and the second is disastrous.

-Letusbeofgoodcheer,rememberingthatmisfortuneshardesttobeararethosewhichnevercome.

- Happiness is a perfume which you cannot pour on someone without getting some on yourself.

Will greet the sun again
By Forugh Farrokhzad

I will greet the sun again;

I will greet the streams which flowed in me;

I will greet the clouds which were

my lengthy thoughts;

I will greet the painful growth of poplars

Which pass through the dry seasons;

I will greet the flocks of crows

Which brought me, as presents,

The sweet smells of the fields at night;

I will greet my mother who lived in the mirror

And was the image of my old age;

And I will also greet the earth whose burning womb
Is filled with, green seeds by the passion she has for
reproducing me.

I will come, I will come,

I will come with my hair,

As the continuation of the smells of the soil;

With my eyes, as the dense experiences of darkness,
Carrying the bushes I have picked in the woodlands
beyond the wall.

I will come, I will come,

I will come and the entrance will be filled with love;
And at the entrance I will greet again

those who are in love,

And also the girl who is still standing

At the entrance in diffusion of love.

I know why the caged bird sings

By Maya Angelou

A free bird leaps on the back

Of the wind and floats downstream
Till the current ends and dips his wing
In the orange sun’s rays

And dares to claim the sky.

But a BIRD that stalks down his narrow cage
Can seldom see through his bars of rage

His wings are clipped and his feet are tied

So he opens his throat to sing.

The caged bird sings with a fearful trill

Of things unknown but longed for still
And his tune is heard on the distant hill for
The caged bird sings of freedom.

The free bird thinks of another breeze

And the trade winds soft through

The sighing trees

And the fat worms waiting on a dawn-bright
Lawn and he names the sky his own.

But a caged BIRD stands on the grave of dreams
His shadow shouts on a nightmare scream

His wings are clipped and his feet are tied

So he opens his throat to sing.

The caged bird sings with

A fearful trill of things unknown
But longed for still and his

Tune is heard on the distant hill

For the caged bird sings of freedom.
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Some historical aspects on
Jashne Sadeh

By Behram Deboo

Shahname attributes the festival of Jashne Sadeh to Hooshang. His name means ‘possessing
intellect and wisdom’, derived from the Avesta name Haoshshyanga. Later it became
Hoashang and Hooshang.

According to Farvardin Yasht, the Iranian lineage, Iranian race, came from Gayomard
(Gaya Maretan, Dr Mirza, Outline of Parsi History, pages 5 and 6). He is considered
as the first human being on the earth and the first king of Iran. According to legend,
Gayomard rose up from the earth, and hence was also known as Gilshash, the king of
the earth.

Gayomard, or Kaiyumarsh, had a son Siyamak who died in a war. Siyamak left a son by
the name of Hooshang. The dynasty was known as Pishdadian or Paradhata, meaning
‘the ancient lawgiver’. This was the title given to Hooshang. It is said that the Iranian
civilization started in his reign, and Hooshang is given the credit for discovering the art
of igniting fire.

The story in Shahname goes like this:

One day he reached a mountain with his men
And saw afar a long swift dusky form

With eyes like pools of blood and jaws whose smoke
Be dimmed the world. Hooshang the wary seized
A stone, advance and hurled it royally.

The world consuming worm escaped, the stone
Struck on a larger, and both were shivered,
Sparks issued and the centers flashed. The fire
Came from its stony hiding-place again

When iron knocked.

The world lord offered praise

For such a radiant gift.

That night he made a mighty blaze, he stood
Around it with his men and held the feast

Called Sada; that bright festival remaineth

As his memorial and may earth see

More benefactors like him. (Ibid. page 10).

Worm above means a big python or snake, maybe even an anaconda!

The beginning of the Iranian civilization is credited to him: 1. He was the first to extract
iron from ore and started the profession of ironsmith, making axes, saws and chisels. 2.
He diverted water for irrigation and taught people how to farm. 3. He domesticated wild
animals and began raising the ox, the ass and the sheep. The horse had not yet been dis-
covered. The discovery of the horse dates back to 6000 BCE. Does this mean Hooshang
lived before 6000 BCE? Hooshang ruled for 40 years and passed away.

TECHNICAL POINTS ON DATES:

These are based upon the Fasli Calendar where March 21st is the first day of the spring
and New Year.

1. In Iran, it is celebrated on the day of Mehr, in the month of Behman, January 30. It
is called Sadeh, meaning ‘100th’. In this date, it calculates 50 daylights and 50 nights
before the Iranian New Year on March 21.

2. Another date is December 11, Mah Azar, (Atar or Adar) and Ruz or Roj Ashtad. This
is exactly 100 days before the New Year. This is called Yazdi Jashne Sadeh.

3. My research further reveals that there is another date, which is January 24th, Mah Bah-
man and Ruz Aban. This is called Kermani Jashne Sadeh.

4. While interesting, the fact is the Jan 30th date is neither Yazdi or Kermani.

The dates I mentioned above can be found in papers and books on the festivals of Iran.
However, the simplest reference is to look up the dates in the 2008-09 Zoroastrian
Calendar published by the world Zoroastrian Organization (WZO) on pages 9 and 11,
and previous calendars.

5. Another interesting fact is that, in India, the Shahenshahi priests do the Jashan prayers
for the festival of Jashne Sadeh on Roj Avan, Mah Dae. According to the uncorrected
Shehanshahi calendar, it will not be a fixed date, as the date will recede one day every
four years. However, the Fasli date will be December 25.

6. Greater Bundahishn (pp 159-160) gives a reference to this winter festival and says,
‘On Ruz Atur, Mah Dae, they kindle fire at all places and make sign that winter has
come.’ That translates into the Fasli calendar as December 24. So there is, technically,
only one day of difference from the above date. Unfortunately, the Shahenshahi and
Kadimi calendars do not do intercalation. These dates will vary every four years, though
Ruz and Mah will be the same.

7. This reference can be found in Outlines of Parsi History, pages 452 and 453, by Dastur
and Dr Mirza. In addition, I would like to quote: ‘In ancient Iran this festival marked the
approach of the heart of winter--about the middle of the five winter-months. It appears
that advent of severe cold was announced by igniting fire in the night of the day Atar.
Perhaps the festival was observed on the next day, that’s why Jashan is performed on
that day in India. [See paragraph 6 above.] Most probably the Jashn was celebrated to
mark the 100th day after Ruz Hormazd, Mah Meher, the day of autumnal equinox in the
Vahizakik year, not counting the five Gatha days which must have been after the month
Shahrever in those days.’

Of course, if we were to count September 21st as the autumnal equinox, the Ruz is Spen-
darmard and Mah Mehr, but Ruz Hormazd gives September 17 as the date. This informa-
tion then brings to the point that if we were to count 100th day from September 17th, it is
December 25th which is Ruz Aban and Mah Dae (see paragraph 5 above). Interestingly
close to the Winter Solstice.

8. On page 453, Dr Mirza quotes Taqizadeh: ‘The Sada even literally has preserved the
meaning relating to the original place of the festival, for the word means “hundredth”,
and it was so named because of its having been originally on the hundredth day of the
Zoroastrian winter which is five months, from beginning of Aban to Asfandarmard.’ If
we consider the beginning of the Zoroastrian winter Ruz Hormuzd and Mah Abaan, the
date comes to be October 17th. Then, according to Taqgizadeh, the 100th day will be Ruz
Aban, Mah Bahman, which corresponds to January 24. Please see paragraph 3 above.
9.DrMirza, on page 453, further states that in those days the Gatha days were after the Avan
month in the Vahizakik year, and were not counted. To this statement, he cites a note quot-
ing Al Biruni, regarding the celebration of Nuwad-Roz as a feast of 90 days before Naoruz.
10. Dr Mirza (page 448) quotes Mary Boyce, saying that the festival of Jashne Sadeh was
celebrated according to the Jalali calendar in Yazd.

11. Now I would like to throw some more light on Jasn-e-Sade from a translated article
by Mrs Vida Behramy, published in Payk-e Kankash, Winter, 1991. There is no concrete
reason why the occasion was named Sadeh. Besides mentioning about 50 days and 50
nights, and one hundred days into long winter (as already discussed above), there is
another explanation of the association of Sadeh with Adam, who had 100 children when
the fire was discovered. This could be an attempt by the Muslim community to integrate
this tradition, in the face of Arab antagonism against Iranian culture. Again, it’s purely
my conjecture that could be true or not true.

12. The article further states that the tribal celebration of Sadeh was founded on a different
philosophy and understanding. Some believe that it was celebrated predicting the end of the cold
season, while Dr Bastani Prizi and others regarded it as the festival of shepherds and farmers.
In the Sirjan and Baft regions, the festival was known as ‘Sadeh Souzan’ (burning Sadeh), and
without doubt, this was a festival of birth and reproduction, celebrating the arrival of new herds.
13. Also, some Iranian poets have observed Sadeh as a royal festival, celebrating the
personage of the king.

14. Please note that during the time of Behramgur, after he forgave the taxes, people
rejoiced and praised him. They flocked to the fire halls where the New Year’s Day and
Sada feasts were kept. They set the musk on fire and blessed Behram (Shahname). Does
that mean Sadeh, during the time of Behramgur, was celebrated at the vernal equinox?
15. The article describes in detail how the wood is collected, and how, once the fire is
started, the shepherds and youngsters walk around singing Sadeh songs. The article goes
on telling how ‘komach’ is made by the use of this fire. Then the shepherds would gather,
dig a hole and place the fire inside the hole. After that, they would sing, ‘The warmth has
penetrated the earth, and the cold has retired into the air.” This is a reference to the readi-
ness of the soil for planting. Does it mean closer to spring equinox?

However, the popular Sadeh song has the common theme as follows:

Hear me Sadeh

Save my cattle from the Scorpion’s wrath.

And myself from the Scorpion’s wrath.

Let my paleness be transferred to you,

And your redness revive me anew.

I was told by an Iranian gentleman that singing the last two lines and jumping over the
fire were meant to insult Zoroastrians by Muslims. This may have been true in the past.
At a conference, I talked to young and old Iranian Zoroastrians and asked them about the
last statement. They said that they remembered doing that when they were very young,
and regardless of religion, everyone in Iran observes Sadeh as a national tradition. So it is
not a religious issue. Most of them questioned the above statement. Possibly, this custom
was retained by Zoroastrian farmers and shepherds from ancient times.

The author further states: ‘Although we usually hear the last two lines of the above song
during Chahar Shanbeh Souri (a festival on the last Wednesday of the Persian year), it
must be remembered that it can be sung during any festival associated with fire, since fire
purifies, while redness symbolizes health and joy.

15. Jashne Hurombaum in Sharifaabad. One week before Jashne, mostly boys go to Pire
Harish. Then women gather Hizom (firewood) and make bundles. Singing and dancing
goes on, boys are taken to Sharifabad. Mobeds pray and, after that, everyone jumps over
the fire. Mary Boyce mentions this in her book, and a Zoroastrian friend of mine from
Sharifabad, who did this when he was a boy, described it to me in detail.

Sadeh was revived in an elaborate fashion in the 10th century ACE during the reign of
the Mordavij Ziyarid dynasty. The ruler of Isphahan encouraged people to keep Persian
traditions alive. Bonfires were set up on both sides of the Ziyandeh River, to remember
the Sadeh custom. The fires were kept in specially built metal vessels. Hundreds of
birds were released while the fireworks were lighting the sky. Food, singing and dancing
ended this glorious festival. It is, indeed, heartening that we have continued our ancient
festival in North America, thus keeping our prehistoric beats of tradition still pulsating.
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Serving Up Soul Food for the Homeless
Persian Style

Desiree Mehbod, a conversation with Rudi Bakhtiar

From PAAIA — www.paaia.org

It’s 8am on Tuesday, just two days before Christmas, and while most of us are freneti-
cally tending to last minute “Festivus” details, one Iranian American is quietly planning
a holiday dinner for over a hundred homeless Virginians. Every month, Desiree Mehbod
and her posse of over 10 volunteers converge on The Bailey’s Crossroads Shelter in Falls
Church, Virginia, and serve up some of the best Persian Soul Food in town to those who
can’t afford to feed themselves. Armed with the best flavors of Iran, from Loobiya Polo
to Kabob Koobideh, these Iranian American angels transform the tired and hopeless
faces of the desperate to smiles and momentary gratification.

Estimates say there are one hundred million homeless people in the world, with close
to 700,000 sheltered and unsheltered homeless persons nationwide here in the United
States. PAAIA salutes Desiree for her hours of volunteer work and her important role in
fighting this global epidemic from her own backyard.

R: How did you come up with the idea of Dast2Dast?

D: I came across the idea of Dast2Dast through the different charity activities I was
involved with. I started volunteering at shelters to feed the homeless through Amma
charity organization and after a few months, decided to organize shelter dinners myself
by involving friends and family members.

R: What’s been the biggest challenge coordinating an undertaking like this?

D: There are approximately 110 residents at the shelter for the hypothermia program
from December through March. The most challenging part of feeding over 100 homeless
people is having enough volunteers to participate. We have dedicated volunteers who
have been participating month after month for the past 3 years but most volunteers are
temporary. It is difficult to get people interested in volunteering nowadays. Everyone hit
by the bad economy is cutting back.

R: How is Dast2Dast funded?

D: Dast2Dast.org is funded by its volunteers, who also make our work possible with their
volunteer time and effort. Last year, a company who wishes to remain anonymous, asked
Dast2Dast to distribute 150 turkeys to the needy. Three of our volunteers spent numerous
days calling shelters and dropping off the turkeys to different facilities, as well as driving
to poor communities and handing out turkeys.

R: Your menu is pretty unique, isn’t it?

D: What sets us apart from other charity organizations feeding shelter residents is our
menu which is unique and appealing. Time after time, we are welcomed with such open
arms by shelter residents, who often tell us how they wish we could serve them every day.
The menu is healthy, appealing and diverse, using all the food groups. Volunteers pre-
pare home-made meals such as Persian mixed rice (for example, Addas Polo and Lubiya
Polo), kabob, white rice, vegetarian dishes, Italian dishes such as lasagnas and spaghetti
with meat balls, potato dishes such as roasted potatoes, rotisserie chicken and fresh salad.

We also get Sangak bread from Keyl Food Market & Bakery in Chantilly. Our dessert
menu consists of fruits such as watermelon, grapes, berries, cantaloupe, pineapple and
kiwi, as well as ice cream, cakes, home-made cookies and sweets. We offer bottled water,
juices, coffee and sodas. Coffee is donated by Saxbys Coffee at McPherson Square in
Washington DC.

R: What’s the most rewarding part of organizing this for the homeless?

D: The most rewarding part is being able to help those in need and seeing the joy in each
and everyone we feed, clothe and shower with love. By doing what we do, we are inspir-
ing and reminding ourselves and others of the simple power of unconditional love.

R: I know you have a fulltime job as well. How do you manage your time?

D: Yes I do have a job as I need to pay my bills and support myself. However, as I do not
have any children of my own, I have adopted Dast2Dast as my baby. As “the mother”
of Dast2Dast, the time I put into organizing charity events is precious time and it never
takes away from my social/personal life for I have made it my personal life.

R: How can Iranian Americans who want to get involved help you?

D: What we need the most are volunteers and I believe PAAIA could help us spread the
word about Dast2Dast and get more people interested in volunteering for us. One of my
goals is to be able to organize shelter dinners once a week and this could only be possible
with the help of more volunteers. Another goal is to have enough volunteers to pick up
daily food from Costco and other food markets, and drop it off at shelters. Many food
markets dispose of perishable food prepared daily that are not sold by the end of the day.
It is such a shame that food which could feed the hungry is being disposed and wasted.

Desiree left Iran at the age of 13, and spent her adolescence in Belgium, her birthplace,
before moving to the United States in 1983 where she now heads up her own real estate

appraisal company. If you would like to help Dast2Dast, please go to their website at
http://www.Dast2Dast.org and donate!!

Charity of choice

By Niaz Kasravi, PhD

The 1736 Family Crisis Center was founded in 1972 as a shelter to provide a safe haven
for runaway and street youth. Today, the Center is a nonprofit organization, with five
shelters and four community service centers, devoted to the long-term survival of the
homeless, runaway youth, victims of domestic violence and others in need throughout
the Los Angeles region.

Some of their services include a 24-hour crisis hotline for community members in need,
referrals to hospitals and other service providers, community education, policy develop-
ment, research and advocacy, and training hospitals to recognize the signs of domestic
violence and provide referrals to survivors.

The following is a quote from a teen at 1736 Family Crisis Center:

“You have made me feel more like somebody besides an uncontrollable teen. You made
me realize who I am, and that really made a difference in my life. I will never forget those
words you told me — that I have a gift and am talented.” - Bob, 15

There are many ways in which you can help, including donating money, donating goods
or services — especially appropriate for the holidays — helping organize special events for
the Center, and buying on eBay and giving ten percent of the proceeds to the organiza-
tion. To learn more about 1736 Family Crisis Center and how you can help, please visit:
1736familycrisiscenter.org.
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Writer’s Block

By Tehran SoParvaz

They say a picture is worth a thousand words, but the right word is worth a thousand pic-
tures. This is why, throughout history, writers have been admired, respected, sometimes
even feared. Writers have the unique ability to create thought, change the world, and live
forever, simply through their writing.

Almost four hundred years after his death, the world still respects the name Shakespeare
as his plays inspire plays and movies. Dr Seuss continues to entertain children and teach
adults through his poetry, while JK Rowling has had her novels about a magical boy
named Harry translated into over 100 different languages in over 100 different countries
around the world. In fact, all around the world writers are revered in the different coun-
tries they are from.

With no Hollywood budget scripts, it is easy to forget the great Persian writers.

Today we will be reminded of several amazing Persian writers who have inspired the
world’s favorite authors and philosophers, from Shakespeare to Fitzgerald. They were the
first of their kind and serve as a reminder of the greatness of Iranian heritage and culture.

Rudaki (858 — 940AD)

Known as the ‘father of Iranian literature’, Rudaki was born in the village of Rudak in
Khorasan, Persia. He is also the creator of the divan, or the typical form of the complete
collection of a poet’s lyrical composition in a more or less alphabetical order, which
Iranian writers use even today.

It is not certain if he was born blind or became blind early in his life. What is certain is
that he authored over 1,300,000 verses, of which only 52 ghasidas, ghazals, and rubais
still survive. Unfortunately his masterpiece Kelileh vah Dimneh was destroyed as well.
His writings glorified human love, life, and happiness. He is the father of modern Iranian
literature and will be an inspiration to many Iranian and Western writers to come.

Omar Khayyam (940 — 1020AD)

Amathematician, philosopher, scientist, but most importantly a writer, Khayyam is known
as ‘the teacher of the world’. Born in Nishapur, Iran, in Khorasan, he came to the world in
a family of khayyamis, or tent makers. Sent to be taught by the best teachers and philoso-
phers of the time, he became great friends, according to legend, with the soon-to-be vazir
who granted his childhood friend Khayyam a home to live in and a pension to live on.
Khayyam was able to use his talents for writing. Here he wrote the Rubaiyat, verse after
verse of philosophy and thought in poetry form. Translated into 30 different languages,
Khayyam’s legacy lives on.

In 1942 Bing Crosby and Bob Hope sang about him in their song, ‘Road to Morocco’,
Oscar Wilde wrote of him in his famed book The Picture of Dorian Gray, Che Guevara
named his first son after him, and even President Clinton quoted Khayyam in a speech
given December 11, 1998: ‘The moving finger writes and having writ, moves on. Nor
all your piety nor with shall lure it back to cancel half a line. Nor all your tears wash out
a word of it.”

Rumi (1048 — 1122AD)

One of the most popular of Persian writers, Rumi means ‘the Roman’, for he was born
in a part of Khorasan, Persia, that once belonged to the Byzantine Empire. His father, a
theologian, made sure Rumi received the best teaching available. Rumi became the head
teacher of his school by 25. He decided to travel the known lands, and it was his chance
meeting with the mystic Shamse Tabrizi that changed his life.

His two greatest writings Divan e Shabz e Tabrizi and Masnavi have been translated into
almost every modern language known to man. His writings are laced with a unique Sufi
philosophy and the concept of tawhid, a union with his beloved primal root from which
he has been cut off and become aloof, as well as his longing and desire to restore it. He
also wrote Fihi ma Fihi, Majlese Saba, and Makatib. Rumi is known as the most impor-
tant and famous poet in the entire world.

Ferdowsi (1207 — 1273AD)

Ferdowsi is the author of the greatest epic poem in Iranian history, Shahnameh or The
Book of Kings. Born in Tus, a province of Khorasan, Ferdowsi spent nearly 35 years
completing the epic. The king at the time had promised to pay one dinar for every line
written, which would amount to 60,000 dinars.

Other writers at the time became jealous of the greatness of Ferdowsi’s work and made
the king break his promise. Ferdowsi was paid a fraction of what he was promised. He
wandered Iran, returning to Tus heartbroken by the broken promise. Upon Ferdowsi’s
death, the king realized the error of his ways and the greatness of the Shahnameh. He
tried to pay Ferdowsi’s daughter the promise he had made, but the daughter refused, in-
stead offering to fix an inn known as the Robat Chaheh, which remains in ruin today.

The Shahnameh tells of 7,000 years of Iranian history, language, kings, knights, law,
victories, and tragedies. It contains the proud lasting words, ‘if there is no Iran, may my
body be vanquished and in this land and nation no one remain alive, if everyone of us
dies one by one, it is better than giving our country to the enemy.’ Never before or never
again will there be such an epic.

Saadi (1213 — 1292AD)

Saadi is one of the most affluent Persian writers, who not only wrote beautiful prose and
poetry, but was also one of the first writers to influence society with his perspective on
social thought. Born in Shiraz, and sent to the city of Baghdad (Iranian for ‘God’s Given
Garden’), he became a world traveler, going to the farthest regions of Asia. But unlike
other explorers, Saadi did not go looking for goods and adventure. He went to explore
the poor and sick.

He returned to Shiraz later in life to complete his works Bustan (‘Orchard’) and Gulistan
(‘Rose Garden’). Bustan is written totally in verse and is made up of stories about virtues
such as justice, liberality, modesty, and contentment. Gulistan is mainly prose and is
made up of stories and personal anecdotes. Saadi has a profound awareness of the human
existence and its humors and absurdities. A loveable writer because of his sometimes
humorous delivery, Saadi wrote of the oneness of the human race. His works are studied
in universities around the world.

Hafez (1320 — 1390AD)

The noted favorite of Persian writers is undoubtedly Hafez, whose Divan (Ketabe Hafez)
is found in almost every Persian home regardless of religious and philosophical belief.
The primary themes of his ghazals are love, wisdom, self awareness, and exposing hy-
pocrisy in the world. No other writer has ever encompassed as many Persian values and
morals in one writing.

He was born in Shiraz, and Iranian legend says he gained his name because he had
memorized all the works of previous authors and more by heart by age 10. His writing
is so amazing and so profound that the Divan is said to hold the truth to the world and
is used in divination. If interpreted by the proper person, the Divan is said to tell the
future or interpret a person’s life as it is. Hafez is a common part of Persian tradition and
holidays. The love of his work serves as a common factor for all Persians throughout the
world. Many of his lines are addressed to himself in self-reflection. A lesson to us all, to
self-reflect.

Here we have had a brief summary of Persian writers. We see history, love, forgiveness,
acceptance, unity, and pride as a common moral of all their tales. Their stories are as
timeless as Persian culture. Their writings serve as inspiration for writers all over the
world ’til this day. I hope their writings are able to serve as inspiration to us all. If a pic-
ture is worth a thousand words and the right word worth a thousand pictures, then
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Happiness on to those
who bring happiness to others

My name is Sirouss
Mobed. I was born in Teh-
ran, Iran in 1960 and I am
the youngest of three chil-
dren. When I was 17 years
old my parents Ardesheer
and Mahine Zainabady
decided to send me to the
United States in order
to further my education.
I graduated from Worces-
ter Academy in Worcester,
Massachusetts. 1 earned a
Bachelor’s Degree in Sci-
ence with Honors and a
Masters degree in Educa-
tion with a concentration in
Counseling with Distinction
from Worcester State College in Worcester, Massachusetts.
I also earned a Master’s degree in Science with Distinction and a Doctorate
degree in Clinical Psychology with High Honors from Carlos Albizu University in Mi-
ami, Florida.
I'have worked as an Associate Professor at Nova Southeastern University and Carlos Albizu
University. I taught courses at college level such as Theories of Personality, Test and
Test Measurements and Brain and Behavior. During my doctorate internship at Health
South Sunrise Rehabilitation Hospital in Sunrise, Florida I learned how to take comatose
patients out of comas and assisted spinal cord injury patients to walk.
I provided suicide and Crisis Intervention for the Switchboard of Miami and have saved
lives. I worked at Florida Medical Center Hospital for five years and ran programs for
patients with severe pain and also ran programs for patients who were mentally ill.
I also worked for five years at Locktowns Community Mental Health Center as an
outpatient Coordinator running substance abuse programs, HIV programs, Domestic
Violence Programs and Crisis Stabilization Units. I worked for three years at New Dawn
Community Mental Health Center and provided staff supervision and cared for patients
who were mentally ill.
I worked at Wackenhut a Senior Psychologist and trained staff in Suicide and
Crisis Intervention. For the past five years | have worked as a Senior Psychologist for the
State of Florida and I am in charge of the Psychology Department which serves 1,150
severely mentally ill patients. I published a book on the acculturation process of Iranian
American which is the Library of Congress. The highlight of my career has been being
able to save hundreds of lives and having the honor and privilege of taking my own
mother out of a coma after she suffered a head injury from an accident. I also helped over
600 Iranian families in Iran who suffered from mental illness for free.
I am happily married to my wife, Kathleen, for the past 25 years and have one son, Ariya
who is 15 years old. I am proud to call myself a Zoarastrian.

Iran to hold ancient harp concert

A group of Iranian musicians, led by Abdolali Bagerinejad, is slated to hold a series of
concerts using replicas of various ancient Persian harps. The group will introduce and
play Sassanid and Elamite harps, as well as a 13th-century harp.

The concert will also provide participants with basic in-
formation on the history of the Persian Chang, a musical
instrument similar to the harp.

Bagerinejad has created the instruments, using an-
cient pictures and manuscripts about the design of the
Chang. One of the harps designed by Bagerinejad was
made based on a 6,000-year-old instrument, believed by
some experts to be the world’s first string instrument.
The Chang was a popular instrument in ancient Persia and
a recurring theme in many of the country’s miniatures and
manuscripts.

The concerts will be held from March 11 to 13, 2009, in
the Iranian city of Karaj, near the capital of Tehran.

Source: Pars News

Appeal for a nine-year-old girl

Keeping in view the mail below, it would be wonderful if you could kindly help this little

nine-year-old Parsi girl from Oman who is very sick and requires treatment abroad.

You can help her parents out in any way, according to your means. Rather than giving

cash, the WZO, or Zoroastrian organizations in UK, USA or Hong Kong, could plan this

out and arrange treatment so that a Zoroastrian life may be saved.

This is a plea for help or donations from a Zoroastrian in need in Muscat - Farrokh

Dubash, whose daughter Nazneen is suffering from PH, pulmonary hypertension. Please

pass this on to other Zoroastrians around the world.

See the request from Nazneen’s parents below.
This is to let you know that our only daughter, Nazneen Dubash, aged nine, is suffer-
ing from PH, or pulmonary hypertension. It is a syndrome in which the lung arteries
are constricted and the heart overstrains to pump blood into the lungs. This causes a
continuous strain on the heart, leading to possible failure over the years. The normal
pressure in any individual is 25, but in Nazneen’s case it is as high as 56, which will
further increase in the next few years, and can be fatal.
Doctors in Mumbai have said that most PH patients rarely cross three or four decades
of life, as there is no cure for PH. The only other option is a lung transplant. Only 45
percent of lung transplant patients survive beyond five years. This option is given to
patients who do not respond to medication and whose condition is worsening rapidly.
Though Nazneen does not fall into this high-risk category now, her condition will
gradually move towards it. She needs to be kept on medicines for the rest of her life.
Some of the latest and newest medications are not available in India. Also these med-
icines need proper testing for compatibility and response, which is not done in India.
The USA and the UK are the two places that have proper facilities to start initiating
and managing these programs under PH specialists.
The medication she has currently been prescribed by her cardiologist here are
Sildenafil and Bosentan. The latter is not available in India, but it is mandatory for
her treatment.
Nazneen needs to be taken to the USA (Chicago) every six months for her regular med-
ical interventions, to check how she is responding to the medicines, how many side-
effects and damages have been caused to her liver and kidneys. Also these American
centers decide whether the patient needs a transplant, and how soon. The current wait-
ing listis four to five years, and these transplants are done only in the USA and the UK.
We Farrokh and Khushnum Dubash request your help in arranging treatment in the
USA, as much as you can to save our child.

farokdubash@radiffmail.com
Mobile: 0096895218689
Phone: 0096892588910(Muscat)

Dara Patel
Phone: 24499041 (Mumbai)
Mobile: 00919821318797(Mumbai)
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Spenta University

By Nasrin Ordibeheshti

The article about Spenta University in a recent Zoroastrian Journal caught my attention.
It raised my interest in learning about the Zoroastrian Academic & Research Center.
Following initial research, I contacted the President of Spenta University, Mr. Omid
Mino-Sepehr and asked him my questions.

When and where was Spenta University established?

Around 3700 years ago, Ashu Zarathushtra founded the first school to teach and promote
his message. Seventeen years ago, in January 1992, Spenta followed in his footsteps and
founded Spenta University in Los Angeles.

Where is Spenta University located?

Spenta is officially located in Los Angeles, California. We have our administrative wing
in Pune, India. Of course, students can study online from anywhere in the world. We are
also working towards building the first ever education and research center for promoting
Ashu Zarathushtra’s message, where all his followers can easily come, study, and con-
duct research. Those who wish to be part of this historical move can join us by contacting
our office. Please note, these are the only two locations that we have.

What was the notion behind establishing a Zoroastrian religion university? Was
there sufficient need for it?

Havingthebestuniversity forour Zoroastriansociety goes farbeyondthe supply and demand
curveanalysis. Asociety thathasalwaysadvocated ‘goodmind’and ‘progressive mentality’,
and believes in Ashem Vohu, must have the best university in the world.

Where is the funding coming from?

Spenta University is supported through Spenta’s ventures, contributions of a foundation,
our staff contributions, and the Samaritan spirit of our staff, faculty and volunteers.

Are any scholarships offered?

Yes, we have scholarships and work study programs for anyone who is genuinely interested

in learning all about the message of Ashu Zarathushtra and our Zoroastrian culture. Also,
whoever is interested in sponsoring a scholarship in the name of their family or in the
name of their beloved can contact us.

What subjects are taught in SU, and what degrees are offered? What kind of posi-
tions will the graduates be filling?

Tamproud to say that Spenta University is the only university in the world that has dedicated
all its resources and efforts to teaching the message of Ashu Zarathushtra. Spenta provides
the following benefits to our Zoroastrian community:

* For you, fellow Zoroastrians, who want to tell your American friends about your religion,
Spenta can teach you, answer your questions, or arrange a speaker for your
organizational meetings.

GOOD THOUGHTS
GOOD WORDS

GOOD DEEDS

¢ For children and those who wish to do their Sedreh Poushi, we have prepared an
educational multimedia CD which, through animation, games and stories, teaches the
process and concept of Sadreh Poushi.

* For high and junior high school students, Spenta can help you with class papers or
projects on Zoroastrian religion and related topics.

* For college students, you can take your elective social studies course in Zoroastrian
religion; get a minor or a second degree in Zoroastrian religion; or obtain a certificate
in Zoroastrian religion. Also we can help you with your term papers and answer your
questions on Zoroastrian religion, Persian culture, or other related topics.

* For those of you who wish to become professors or researchers or lead our community
into the 21st century, we offer you our best - our doctorate degree.

* For researchers and scholars, we offer student assistants, networking opportunities with
other researchers, help with publication and sales of research work, and marketing and
promotion of work.

I would like to emphasize that all these programs are provided online, at your convenience
and at your pace.

I would like to take this opportunity to clarify that Spenta University has granted one
doctorate degree so far, to Dr Mahmood Khalighi, which we have reported to State of
California.

My last word...

Spenta University is the education arm of the Zoroastrian Society, and we are here to
serve you to the best of our ability. In other words, Spenta belongs to you, my fellow
Zoroastrians. So please step forward with your good mind as professors, researchers, stu-
dents, advisors, supporter and friends, and help us to transform Spenta into the best uni-
versity in the world - a renowned university that Ashu Zarathushtra and we, the followers,
really deserve.

Spenta welcomes you with open arms.

At the end I thank Mr. Mino-Sepehr for all the good news and information he gave us about

Become an expert in
Zoroastrian Religion

Earn your doctorate degree
in Zoroastrian Studies

Spenta University

WWH. Speiid. edi

Spenta University
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Anahita remains immaculate in Iran

By Ashkan Khosrowpour

‘When Anahita mixed with non-Iranian cultures,
Anahita was lowered to a very low level of con-
duct outside Iran, while in Iran we have not mixed
Anabhita with superstitions.’

In the monthly gathering of the Great Iran Club,
held in the Rasaneh Cultural Centre, Dr Javad
Choupanian, in addition to the above statement,
pointed out some sections of the Avesta where
Anabhita is described and said, ‘In Iranian scripts,
Anabhita, the Goddess of Water, is a lady with a
golden crown and shoes, riding four horses, a
beautiful and slim lady. This is how Iranians
looked upon their goddess, a spiritual view.’
Choupanian was of the opinion that worshiping
Anabhita, during the period after the prophecy of
Zarathushtra, was not inconsistent with worship-
ing Ahura Mazda, the only God. Western Iranolo-
gists think that the religion of Zarathushtra is the
same as Mitraism, while there is evidence that, according to Zarathushtra, worshiping
Mitra and other Gods has nothing to do with worshiping Ahura Mazda.

Choupanian believes that Zarathushtra’s insight is a unique insight, by which he believes
that Ahura Mazda (the wise and the creator) is of the highest level of power, and his
power is shown in ‘good thoughts’, ‘peace’, ‘wisdom’, and ‘eternity’. He knows God to
be one and so has downgraded all other gods and goddesses.

Choupanian pointed out the return of some groups of Iranians to the past customs, after Zara-
thushtra, and said, ‘If we note that Mehr and Anahita have been worshiped in the era after
Zarathushtra, all these worships and beliefs have led towards the worship of Ahura Mazda.’

Translation by Rowshan Lohrasbpour

Source: Amordad News

The fire at Ray Fire Temple lit by Zoroastrian youth

Zoroastrian youth, in a symbolic gesture, relit the fire at the historical Ray Fire Temple
near Tehran, after about 1400 years.

Bahram Yazdani, who initiated this event, ex-
plained, ‘The Ray Fire Temple, called Tappeh
Meel, remains from the Sassanian era, and it may
be the oldest fire temple in existence. This an-
cient structure remains from the ruins of the great
Ray Fire Temple, one of the most important fire
temples of the pre-Islamic era, and as indicated in
the Tabari history, there was no fire temple older
than this. The ceremony included Jashan khani by
Mobed Sohrab Hengami, who offered prayers for
the health of all Iranians.’

Yazdani pointed out that the aim of these young
Zoroastrians was to acquaint our fellow country-
men with this forgotten and ancient fire temple,
and draw the attention of the authorities to this an-
cient memorial.

The fire temple building was destroyed during Al-
exander’s invasion of Iran and, from this quadri-
valent structure, only two minars (meel) remained. This is the reason why the remains of
the fire temple, built on a hill, are famous as the Meel Hill (Tappeh Meel).

The building is constructed of stone, brick, raw brick and plaster made of lime and ash.
At present only two arches remain of the main entrance to the building, leading to a nar-
row corridor. Tappeh Meel is situated on a high hill in the Ghaleh No village, 12 kilome-
ters southeast of the Abdolazim mosque, in the Ray district.

The quadrivalent structure of the fire temple had four corridors, from which the fire was
protected from water, earth and wind, when moving it. Tappeh Meel is registered as a
national historical site from the Sassanian era.

Translation by Rowshan Lohrasbpour

God: Neglecting logical belief?

By Roya Behmardian

The strengths of my religion caused me to question the legitimacy of God. I wanted to
believe in God, but it was irrational to do so. I thought Zoroastrian was the religion that
made sense, and wasn’t willing to accept the fact that God is logical; that Zartoshtis
believe God to be real. I was stubborn. My mind was so tainted with the ethical, it-
makes-sense features of Zoroastrianism, that anything but rational and the law of asha
didn’t seem right; it didn’t make sense to me. How could I believe in something that had
no substantial evidence? Was I leaning towards atheism? These were both questions I
pondered over.

I was stuck in that mindset for a quite a while. Until I decided to eavesdrop during class
one day. A group of people I didn’t know were discussing religion. One girl, who seemed
to have thought exactly what I believed, kept questioning the stories of the Bible, saying
that its context was impossible. In retaliation, an informed Christian said something that
changed my perception of God. She said that faith equals believing in the impossible,
that religion and irrationality are interchangeable. She believed in the illogical, and was
completely aware of it. Her confidence in Christianity made me think, ‘Why can’t | have
confidence in every aspect of Zoroastrian beliefs?” If she can justify the Bible by saying
faith = believing in the impossible, then why can’t I say that Zoroastrianism is one of the
exceptions to her claim? Why can’t I justify the ‘it-makes-sense’ feature of Zoroastrian-
ism by including Ahura Mazda under the umbrella of ‘rational’? I realized that since
Zartoshtis believed in God, God had to make sense. And after much reflection, I finally
understood why.

We do believe in a higher power, a wise creator. But the very fact that we don’t specify
the existence of God is rational. We don’t know what/who God is... exactly. The ques-
tion I posed earlier — both in my life and in this article — about believing in something
without substantial evidence is wrong. Our very existence is evidence. Whether the cre-
ation of it was done scientifically or in any other fashion is a mystery, its God. I respect
those who believe in intricate stories relating to God’s heroism and family history, but I
do not agree with them. Though both I and they believe in something grand.

Both Zoroastrians and all other monotheistic followers trust that we’re here because
something or maybe even someone happened. The only difference is our reasoning
makes sense. It makes sense because it’s humble enough to accept that the unknown is
really the unknown. It makes sense because it provides a reason for existence (although
simple and broad). It makes sense because logic is what our entire religion is based on. |
had doubts in the beginning, because I didn’t consider that just maybe what Zoroastrians
see as God is logical.

Jehangir Sabavala

Born 1922, in India.

The Academie Julian, Paris (1953-54)

The Academie Julian & Academie Andre Lhote, Paris (1953-54)
The Heatherly School of Art, London (1945-47)

The Academie de la Grande Chaumiere, Paris (1957)

Sir J.J. School of Art, Mumbai (1942-44)

Elphinstone College, University of Mumbai (1939-41)

The artist lives and works in Mumbai. There was a solo exhibition of a Parsi Zarathushti,
Jehangir Sabavala’s paintings at the Ricorso Aicon Gallery in New York, from January
15 through February 8, 2009. A movie on his life as a pioneer artist of India, who was
awarded the Padma Bhushan award, was also shown. Mr Sabavala is the grandson of Sir
Cowasjee.
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FOREVER PERSIAN GULF

Iran creates world’s largest sand carpet on the shores of Persian Gulf

Iranian artists have created the world’s largest sand carpet, using colorful sand found on
the country’s southern island of Hormuz (named after the Iranian God Ahura Mazda).
Some 25 visual artists used 70 types of colorful sand to create the ‘Persian Gulf” sand
carpet, which was displayed on the island from December 9 to 17, 2008.

The 12,000-square-meter carpet is unique in magnitude, pattern and color, and its title
which shares the name of the forever Persian Gulf.
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Zoroastrian Youth of North America
IN ASSOCIATION WITH FEZANA

Presents
The 12th North American Zoroastrian Youth Congress

GeneratiOn

It’s Up to Us to Lead the Way...

The previous sand carpet record belonged to a 900-square-meter one created on the Ca-
nary Islands in the North Atlantic Ocean.

Good Deed¢

Youth Speakers and Workshops!
Special Entertainment, Dinner & Dance on July 1 & July 4!

Day trip to San Francisco!

July 1 -5, 2009 in Fremont , California
ALL INCLUSIVE REGISTRATION!
$250 Feb 15 - April 15
$300 April 16 - June 15
$350 June 16 onwards
Known for its beautiful red soil, Hormuz Island has witnessed numerous artistic events, $400 on site
including Iran’s 15th Environmental Art Festival. Fremont Marriot $64 /per night + taxes (up to 4 guests) until June 1.
Hotel Reservation (800) 228-9290 or (510) 413 3700 (ZYNA)

For more Information- (630) 468-2705 or admin@fezana.org

Source: Press TV
Photos: Abolfath Davari, ISNA






