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Book

in English script covering Koshti

Khordeh Avesta - Prayer
prayers, Niyayeshes and Yashts
Khordeh Avesta - 3 Prayer Tapes
covering Koshti prayers, Niyayeshes
and Yashts

lllustrated Book - “Story of Our
“Zoroastrian religion

Illustrated Book - “I am Ready for
“my Sedreh-Pushi

Ahunavaiti Gatha Interpretation -
Book and Tapes

Basic Textbook on the Zoroastrian
Religion

Digital copies of Khordeh Avesta,
Gathas

Zoroastrian  Religion  Education
Notes on Zoroastrianism 101, 201,
301 and 401
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Editor's note :

The great sad divide among Parsees and Iranian Zorastrians in our tiny community has
always made me want to think one day | will wake up and see it gone. | was of the belief that
once the next generation born and raised outside India and Iran and not brain washed by the
elders grew up, the divide will go away but that has not been the case. We will read in this
issue on this subject from the eminent Shahin Bekhradnia

And we dedicate this issue to the voices of the young and hear what their experience has
been like. The generation under 40, especially those living in the western world has not
experienced much turmoil, no natural or man-made phenomenon that has exiled them
to isolation like Covid-19 has. As such they have had to exercise a new muscle, power of
different thinking and alternatives to what normal used to be. They are confronted with being
a student or teacher from home. They may start a new job as a frontline worker where they
struggle to know who their coworkers are without the visual aid of seeing their faces atop a
mask. They face having no in person social network or physical contact, no happy hour or
meeting coworkers at a pub after work. They may have to care for elderly grandparents or
family members and get to see death of a loved one as a result of this pandemic. Human
interactions include facial expressions in a big way and they all have to guess now what the
other person’s face is revealing. They may have finished college and can’t find a job, or moved
to a new city for a job and are now lonely with no support system. They are inheritors of the
4 major crises of 2020: Virus, widespread economic disaster, racial reckoning and climate
change.

| am confident that they will find a way; resilience, innovation and drive will make the young
come through this. | hope | will be around when one day they will tell their children when | was
your age........ face masks were fashionable.

Ushta,
Fariba
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Hijacked by our own
Taliban?

Shahin Bekhradnia

The subject about which | have been asked to write is highly
controversial and my personal views may cause some people
discomfort. And yet it is the elephant in the room - seen and
felt, but only spoken about with a sense of guilt.

It seems that unfortunately, even our tiny religion is notimmune
to fanatics and fundamentalists, and we have our Taliban too
who would rather bring the house down rather than adapt their
ways of thinking and behaving.

The Jews have their orthodox who refused to obey self-isolation
rules in respect of coronavirus, bringing death to hundreds;
the Christians have their green Protestants and Catholics who
terrorised each other in Northern Ireland and have caused
mayhem and misery; the Muslims have their jihadists who make
nothing of killing innocents by the hundreds; and we can see in
India what extreme Hinduism can do with a Prime Minister, who,
when chief minister of Gujarat, stood by and watched religious
minorities being slaughtered by fanatical Hindus. What they
have in common is adherence to outdated norms and beliefs, in
preference to thinking for themselves or adapting to the world
asitnow is.

What they, mostly, also have in common is that these religions
- or at least the backward -looking, myopic elements of those
religions — are led by angry old men unwilling, and perhaps
afraid, to yield their power over the lives of others.

Within our own ranks, we have seen it in Mumbai, where a
handful of priests happen to have the keys to the fire temples
and Dakhma and are refusing to recognise the right of certain
priests, married out Zoroastrian women, et cetera to use these
Zoroastrian facilities. . And we have seen it in London also,
where the Zoroastrian Trust Fund of Europe is in the hands of
the followers of those same obscurantists who, in the words
of one of the priests concerned, would rather see the death of
the religion than change his views about conversion. The World
Zoroastrian Organisation is in the hands of a small number
of 80+ year olds who have been willing to see an exodus of
younger committee members, rather than yield or even share
their power. They frequently expect respect but very often do
not extend that same respect to those who suggest a different
perspective or a new way of thinking.

Some would see this as a difference between the Parsee tradition
and the Iranian tradition of Zoroastrianism. | do not believe that
that is so.

There are plenty of enthusiastic younger Zoroastrians who are
proud to claim this identity and who will end up shouldering
responsibility for the continuation of our religion. But the first
step they should take is to really know it. They should invest
a little time and effort to read and understand the simple
philosophy of Zoroastrianism. The GATHAs are central to and
contain the core teachings of our philosophy. The message is
very easy to understand: Fight the urge to engage in negativity
(Angra Mainyo). Consciously take up the positive energy of
Spenta Mainyo and spend your life in pursuit of kindness and
constructive activities. Avoid lies and dishonesty. Follow the
path of Asha (virtue or goodness or order) which will bring you
happiness by bringing happiness to others (the message of
Ashem Vohu). Above all use your OWN mind and develop clear
thinking.

All Zoroastrians also need to understand the rationale for our
festivals and calendar which are based on the celebration of
nature and of the elements within it which sustain our lives. By
maintaining these festivals such as Jashne Sadeh (Fire festival),
Nowruz (spring equinox), Jashne Tirgan (water festival), Shab e
Yalda (winter solstice) etc we can be in touch with the values
that really matter and make us decent humans.

Parents are usually the first people who pass on ideas of our
religion. Sadly, many of them have in turn learnt lots of
superstitious mumbo jumbo & mindless rituals from their
parents rather than the correct philosophy based on the
fundamental Gathic text. So, inevitably, they will pass on a
distorted version of the religion, unaware that it is frequently
derived from the (much later and suspiciously un-Zoroastrian)
Vendidad/Videvdat.

For our intelligent, generally well educated Zoroastrians outside
the homelands of Iran and India, it goes without saying that
illogical irrational statements (which will be discussed below)
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will be rejected. Then there will be the real danger that all other
positive things within the religion will also be rejected and in
a short time, the religion with all its beautiful traditions and
philosophy will disappear.

And given the demographic tendency in India among Parsees
where there are fewer members of the younger generation left,
this could indeed happen among Parsees there. The Zoroastrian
population of Iran is also under threat for different, mainly
political reasons.

As Zoroastrians we know we share the name of our faith with
people of different cultural backgrounds. This shared faith -
Zoroastrianism - is the identity commonly claimed by both
Iranians and Parsees. Of more recent date it is also being
claimed by some Kurds, Tajiks, Azaris etc. By a false logic it
has been assumed that just because our religion is the same,
our cultural norms and practices should also be the same. But
even in the face of reality & experience which disprove this
assumption, insistence that there are no differences is frequent
and loud.

This is because, quite rightly, many consider that any religion
with so few adherents cannot afford to further subdivide and to
entertain conflict or rivalry. Unity is a noble aspiration to aim for.
However, it cannot be denied that in quite a few areas where
different cultures have come together as Zoroastrians in one
location, it has not always been easy for them to integrate and
accept each other’s practices. Respect for the other’s perspective
has not always been evident.

While it is certainly not desirable to think in terms of rivalry and
competition, neither is it right nor fair to try to suppress one or
several Zoroastrian identities to suit just one group that may
be greater in number or have been around for a longer length
of time. Religion and culture can and often are quite different
which is why Christianity amongst Catholics in the Vatican is so
different from Baptists in Louisiana. Their differences cannot be
denied.

It is apparent that Parsees outside India in their new host
countries, have a greater focus in wanting to maintain their
religion by adapting or changing aspects of their practice and
beliefs rather than simply accepting extinction as inevitable.
Similarly Iranian Zoroastrians who have left BECAUSE they want
to continue their values and customs, also share the same
enthusiasm to perpetuate their religious traditions.

With a better understanding of the Zoroastrian message in the
Gathas, it is to be hoped that young Zoroastrians will realise
that many of those who are in a position of authority, have
misled people by misinterpreting the philosophy of Zoroaster.
So for the younger generation of Zoroastrians, who share a
common language through English, there is truly a hope that
with a more honest understanding of the principles, and a
better understanding of the Iranian cultural background, more
integrated thinking will come about.

This could and should lead to a radically different and probably
more authentic version of Zoroastrianism for the future which
would be incredibly exciting and positive. It is however unlikely
that the younger generation outside India and Iran will be in
a position to influence the distorted message of conservative
thinkers propagated mainly within the tradition from Bombay.
Sadly there are far too few brave priests there who are able or
willing to challenge the vocal conservative faction. Even so,
priestly voices exist within India who are now challenging the
conservative influences which have distorted the message
which is a promising development and offers a degree of hope.

Dispersed Iranian Zoroastrians are migrants or refugee victims of
recent persecution by Muslims in Iran, and who understandably
feel attached to their cultural traditions, for which they
themselves have sacrificed so much, by leaving Iran since the
Islamic Revolution. And most of them are very well aware of
how much their grandparents had to suffer in earlier times when
they refused to convert to Islam under duress. They certainly
don't wish to negate all those sacrifices by abandoning their
culture once outside Iran and have every reason to be proud of
the magnificent history, art & languages that are associated with
the homeland of ALL Zoroastrians, and want to pass this cultural
heritage on to their children.

Knowledge of their history, their literature and their parents’
language alongside the language of the new host society
is considered desirable.  Cuisine also demarcates cultural
differences and since the renowned cuisine of Iran has become
such a hitin western countries where the use of subtle herbs and
spices that do not overwhelm the palate are much appreciated,
this heritage should be celebrated and preserved. . Music and
dancing too run strongly in Iranian veins and these cultural
domains should not be suppressed to please a group which
happens not to share them.

Parsees are descendants of refugees or migrants from Iran as
well who escaped persecution by Muslims in or around the 10th
century about 1000 years earlier. In their bid to integrate into
their host society of Sanjan and to comply with the conditions
laid down for them to be accepted by the local ruler, they lost
their cultural ties with their homeland, its language and its
customs. The Persian Rivayats, (available in most good academic
libraries) consists of letters requesting advice by Parsee officials/
priests in India from Zoroastrian authorities in Iran between
the 15-18th centuries. These exchanges provide evidence of
the poor understanding of basic principles of tolerance and
acceptance - all this undoubtedly was strongly influenced by the
caste system of India which defines groups and limits exogamy,
and which they were prepared to accept and to practice.

Itisnosecretthatbeyondthese cultural differences which already
suggest deeply felt differences between groups of Zoroastrians,
there are also serious differences in religious beliefs too. No-one
from the Iranian tradition would assert that by not disposing of
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a corpse in a Dakhma (which has not been available for decades
in Iran) we are doomed to HELL. Nor would anyone suggest that
by fuelling sacred fires with anything apart from sandalwood
we would commit a Zoroastrian to HELL. This however is the
distorted message being passed around at this very time by
conservative Zoroastrians from Bombay who lecture to young
overseas Zoroastrians trying to understand their origins and
their backgrounds better. Women priests, acceptance of
returnees to their ancestral faith, the difference in treatment
between the offspring of men or women for initiation or the
prohibition on women only who marry outside the community
from attending Zoroastrian places of worship, or wearing white
prayer hats in contrast with black ones - these are all issues
which fundamentally differentiate outlooks between an Iranian
Zoroastrian and a conservative Parsee tradition.

The calendar differences of course spring to mind at this precise
moment since as i write, my Parsee friends have kindly been
offering me Nowruz greetings which feels very inappropriate
and silly. Why is it that they cannot accept the concept & literal
meaning of Nowruz as being only appropriate at the time of the
Spring Equinox. Why do they insist on celebration of Nowruz in
summer? Usually when we know a mistake was made centuries
ago, we try to fix the mistake. The Iranian Zoroastrians did
this back in the 1940’s. Our religious philosophy is based on
a rational, logical thinking process, not on blind tradition. We
must not be afraid of change when we realise that there is a
mistake.

So given the many areas of difference, in regions where Parsees
and Iranian Zoroastrians wish to continue their own cultural &
religious traditions which are neither shared nor enjoyed by
the other group, it makes sense that the same centre should be
available for separate occasions for groups who wish to pursue
their culture and heritage independently. This is blindingly
obvious but most unfortunately it seems that it has not worked
seamlessly. Management teams have shown themselves unable
to put aside their personal prejudices and preferences for one or
other traditions. This has led to quite separate buildings and
centres in several places such as California, Vancouver and New
York.

It had been hoped that things would be better managed in
London when a philanthropic Iranian Zoroastrian,the late Dr
Abtin Sassanfar, donated a generous amount as the seed money
for WZO to purchase a centre on condition that Iranian cultural
and religious events would be celebrated. However sadly
there was consistent opposition by the management to the
introduction of Iranian Zoroastrian festivals and cultural events
where Farsi was used. Despite needless criticism and obstacles,
the gatherings became increasingly well attended and many
Parsees also began to attend these newly introduced events.
They were enjoying the rediscovery of their cultural roots via
the Iranian culture they had lost. Classes were planned for
teaching Farsi, musical instruments such as Daf, cookery classes,
Persian films and Avesta recital. It seemed that the respectful
and inclusive atmosphere for everyone attracted people of all
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sorts of backgrounds.

The future looked exciting and promising so it is truly sad to have
to admit that some people, mostly of a senior age, long used
to deciding everything undemocratically, without sharing and
delegating knowledge and tasks to colleagues, feel threatened
when things change. Butchange or Frashokeretiis aninevitable
part of the human condition. Older people lacking in new ideas,
energy and charisma, must make way for younger ways of doing
things and must show respect for differences in opinion. The
sharing of cultural variation could be and was about to be such
a bonus for the Zoroastrian community in the UK leading to
cultural & religious strength. This was the hope of the visionary
donor who wanted neither community to marginalise the other
but to celebrate the best of both.

Shahin Bekhradnia is the granddaughter of a renowned
Yazdi priest/poet. She was born and grew up in England, and
has published and lectured on Zoroastrianism. Some years ago
Shahin started the Pourchista Foundation in Yazd for young
Zoroastrians to enable them to earn a living. Soon afterwards,
with the help of supporters she helped to open a senior citizens'
day centre there. Shahin obtained her undergraduate degree in
Modern Languages and post-graduate degree in Anthropology
(focussing on Iranian Zoroastrians) from Oxford University. She
has been a long-standing advocate for environmental policies
and stood as a Green Party candidate in the UK General Election
backin 1992. She founded a school in Oxford, and was a teacher,
interpreter for the immigration appellate, and a legal consultant
for a tour operator. She now sits as a magistrate in the criminal
and family courts in Oxfordshire, UK.



A Pilgrimage to
Georgia  Part2

... And Georgia’s always on my-my-my-my mind!
— The Beatles, “Back in the USSR”, White Album.

By James R. Russell

Mashtots Professor of Armenian Studies (Emeritus)
Harvard University

In ancient times, and from then well into the early Middle Ages,
the western part of the country on the Black Sea shore, Colchis,
experienced strong Greco-Roman, then Byzantine, political
and cultural influence. According to Greek myth Jason and the
Argonauts sailed there in search of the Golden Fleece. The ship
Argo departed with Jason’s new bride, the local princess Medea,
whom Greeks explained as the matriarch of the Medes. Media,
with its center at Ecbatana (modern Hamadan), was the first of
the Iranian empires, in the northwest, from roughly the ninth
to the sixth centuries BC; it was succeeded by its southwestern
neighbor, Persia, with its Achaemenid dynasty (559-330 BC).
Medea is portrayed by the playwright Euripides as a vindictive,
passionate, dangerous sorceress— no doubt reflecting the fears
and prejudices that the ancient Greeks felt towards the “East”.
How little has changed! The Greeks write of shrines in Colchis to
Jason, iasones— but this may be a popular explanation, based
on misunderstanding, of an old Iranian term, ayazana, meaning
a place of worship (from the root yaz-, as in the Avestan word
yazamaide, “we worship’, or yasht, “sacrificial hymn”). If indeed
the term is Iranian, it would indicate that Iranian, possibly
Zoroastrian, religious institutions existed in Georgia in the
Achaemenid period. Sone of the names of Georgian kings of that
same period are Iranian, too: Parnavaz, for instance, contains the
word farnah, Avestan khvarenah, meaning a sun-like nimbus of

divinely-bestowed glory and fortune.

On the eastern side of the Surami mountain divide, in
Kartli/Iberia, Iranian influence predominated, especially in the
Parthian Arsacid (250 BC-226 AD) and Sasanian (226-651 AD)
periods. This was also the region where Georgian statehood
and literary tradition were formed. The ancient capital, a few
miles west of Thilisi at the junction of the Aragvi and Mtkvari
rivers, was Mtskheta: rising above it is mount Bagineti, with the
ancient site of Armazi. The latter is from Middle Iranian Aramazd,
that is, Ahura Mazda. The name Bagineti is a place name with
the Iranian term bagin, meaning a place of a god/yazata. In
Armenian usage, a bagin was a temple dedicated to a particular
yazata: it contained both an image of that supernatural being
and a sacred fire. This was common in Parthian times and in
Iranian regions at a distance from Persia, for instance, Sogdiana.
The Middle Iranian term used in both Armenian and Georgian (in
the latter, in the text on the martyrdom of St. Nino) for a shrine
containing a fire altar alone is atrushan, “burning fire”. Though
the Sasanians— and, thus, the Zoroastrian communities after
them— did not make statues in the round of the Zoroastrian
divinities, they did depict them in bas-relief, as for example
Mithra (Mihr), at Tag-e Bostan:

It is therefore likely that there were shrines to various divinities
of the Zoroastrian pantheon, and to gods of the native Georgian
religion as well, at Armazi, whose very name is that of the Creator
Ahura Mazda— the Lord Wisdom. The shrines would also have
contained fire altars in addition to statues of the yazatas. These
statues have not been preserved; but some idea of what they
might have looked like is afforded by another sacred site of the
Iranian periphery, of the 1st century BC. This is the mountaintop
hierothesion, or holy shrine with tomb, now called Nimrud Dagh
(that is, the mountain of the idolatrous Biblical giant Nimrod):
Antiochus, king of Commagene, leveled the summit, made a
symmetrical cone of loose stone for his tomb, and erected two
great platforms on which colossal statues were “enthroned”—
a fire altar faced them across a vast court. We know which
statues represented whom, since their Iranian names and Greek
equivalents (the latter, sometimes multiple gods) are inscribed
on them: ZEUS-OROMAZES, for instance, or MITHRAS-APOLLON-
HELIOS-HERMES.

There is one strongly-built, four-cornered (chehar taq) structure
with a foyer at Armazi that could have been a fire temple. It
adjoins a long hall with a colonnade down the center that was
in ancient times probably a palatial reception room. There was
also a bath house, which would have served the religious and
hygienic needs of royalty, and a structure of six lobes of finely
dressed stone with an elaborately carven hexagonal altar at its
center. That is where our group performed a jashan; but | do not
know the original purpose of the structure.
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Bagineti, Armazi, October 2019.

There are a number of rock-cut tombs that contained
stone sarcophagi; and there is evidence in Georgia of secondary
burial— that is, the body of the deceased was first exposed for
animals to consume, the cleaned bones then being placed in
an ossuary (astodan). Although people used to the dakhma,
or “tower of silence’, might find this funerary custom strange
for Zoroastrians, one recalls that the Achaemenian kings were
entombed; and archaeologists have found numerous astodans
with vivid portrayals of yazatas in relief, that were used by
Sogdian Zoroastrians— in the regions, that is, of modern
Uzbekistan and Tajikistan. These were noble or royal tombs, for
precious vessels of gold and silver were found in them. Several
silver-gilt bowls portray at their center a horse, either standing
at attention or raising its right front hoof in veneration to a fire
burning on a stepped altar:

This scene is unique and is so often repeated on the silver
vessels from Armazi that one might venture the suggestion
that this was the emblem of the Zoroastrian rulers of Georgia
in the Parthian Arsacid period. The horse (Avestan aspa, Persian
asb) is a noble creature; many names of the kings and heroes
of ancient Iran contain it— Pourushaspa, Vishtaspa, Jamaspa,
Keresaspa, etc. In Georgia was found a seal with an inscription

in Greek script, MITIA=H AXNAYPOY, “belonging to *Aspabar,
the bdeashkh”. *Aspa-bara- means “horseman” (cf. Old Persian
assa-bara-, giving us modern Persian savar); the title is that of
an Iranian royal official and means something like “overseer” or
“regent”. The sacred fire of northwestern Iran, closest to Georgia,
was Adur Gushnasp (the other two are Adur Burzen Mihr, in
Khorasan to the east, and Adur Farnbag, in Pars, to the south),
“horse’s mane”; the emblem from Armazi seems indeed like a
rebus of the name of that holy fire.

There is a silver bowl, possibly imported from Iran or else made
in Georgia (where fine craftsmanship in silver, attested by the
Trialeti cup, goes back millennia), that depicts a Zoroastrian
raising a flower to his face in a gesture of deference— perhaps
in the course of a jashan ceremony very like the one the
Zoroastrian pilgrims performed in October 2019 at Armazi, for
the first time in fifteen hundred years:

The partial portrait, or imago clipeata, rises from a pair of
symmetrically-opposed leaves like outspread pinions. Such
leaves or wings were, like the image of the stepped fire altar,
were employed as a kind of shorthand symbol indicating the
sacredness of what they enclosed and supported. The crescent
moon and star on the headdress were a Zoroastrian symbol
that Islam (and medieval Judaism) later appropriated; Sasanian
noblemen are sometimes portrayed, as here, wearing a necklace
of large pearls. The headdress is tied with a royal diadem,
suggesting that this is a royal personage.

The Ojaghroshan pilgrims visited and worshiped
at two other fire temple sites besides Armazi: the Sasanian
building in the fortress of Narikala, high above the old town
district of Thilisi; and the site of Nekresi, several hours east of
the capital in the rural wine country of Kakhetia. There are other
sites in the country believed to have been sites of Zoroastrian
worship in antiquity. Wherever the pilgrims went, we were
greeted with warmth by the friendly, hospitable Georgians:
whether they were Orthodox Christians or Jews, they were
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interested in and proud of their country’s Zoroastrian heritage
and happy to welcome guests who had come to celebrate it.
| have mentioned other communities, and should add that
Georgia is a cosmopolitan country. The Georgians are proud of
the fact that in their country there has never been organized
anti-Semitism or a pogrom (Russian for the anti-Jewish riots
that were common farther north, during the Tsarist period
and again in the Nazi occupation). Thilisi has a large Armenian
population and for centuries was one of the two great centers
of Armenian culture (the other being the Ottoman capital of
Constantinople, at the other end of the Anatolian peninsula,
far to the west). Azerbaijani Muslims live happily in Thilisi and
elsewhere. Experiencing all this, | felt that if | had my life to do
over again | would still have studied Zoroastrianism, but would
have become a Kartvelologist. Maybe it's not too late, if God
gives one health and strength in retirement.

There are aspects of Georgian culture other than
archaeological remains that attest to the country’s long
engagement with pre-Islamic Iranian culture. Notable among
theseisthesecularliterature of the country.lnadditiontoitslarge
Christian literature, Georgia has several major romantic epics of

the medieval period: there is the Visramiani, a translation of Vis
o Ramin, a Parthian Zoroastrian romance (as the great Russian
Iranist Vladimir Minorsky determined, noting that all the places
and action and even fire-temples of the romance stretch across a
band of northern Iran exclusively). It mentions the hero Rostam,
who is frequently encountered in medieval Georgian literature,
and P'ridon, that is, the Kayanian hero Faridun familiar from the
Avesta and the Shah-nameh of Ferdosi. The Amiran-Darejaniani
centers on the heroic exploits of the Promethean Amiran and his
companions, who battle devis, that is, divs (Persian, “demons”)
and one Beresp, that is, the wicked bevarasp, “myriad-horsed”,
Zahhak. The latter is called aspod.gara-, “horse-devouring’, in the
Avesta, and indeed Georgian manuscript miniatures portray just
such monsters:

Another Zoroastrian term for a demon, attested in Armenian
but more common in Georgian, is (h)eshmaki, a derivative of
aeshma, the archdemon personifying anger whom we meet in
Jewish and Christian literature as Ashmedai and Asmodeus. It is
interesting that a battle scene from this ancient, non-Christian
epic in which a hero kills a demon was portrayed as a fresco
on the wall of the medieval Georgian church of Lashtkhveri,
even though the Church banned and even at times burned
the greatest of Georgia’s epics, The Man in the Panther’s Skin of
Shota Rustaveli. (By the way, Rostam wears the skin of a panther
he slew, and is called palang-zin as far east as Bactria!)

The style of this fresco reminds one strongly of that of similar
epic battle scenes portrayed on the walls of noble homes in
Panjikant, early medieval Sogdiana: there is an artistic culture
closely aligned to the literary culture of “peripheral” Iran. And
that culture is still alive.

Zoroastrianism is the indigenous faith of a people, the
Iranians, who regard love as the essential component and virtue
of human identity. The Persian poet Nizami of Ganja (quite close
to Georgia, in northern Azerbaijan) retold the Arab romantic
tale of Layla and Majnun in his Khamseh. The hero’s name
means “crazed’, that is, “love-struck”: his ethereal, self-sacrificing
devotion to his beloved Layla becomes a virtue of noblemen.
Thus in Georgian the word for such love, KKKIKKXXIXIXX, mijnuroba,
is found in Shota Rustaveli’s great epic, where the hero Tariel,
“The Knight in the Panther’s Skin’, has dedicated his life to
searching for his abducted beloved, Nestan-Darejan. His friend
Avtandil, who abandons his own quest to help Tariel, embodies
the corresponding ideal of devoted, lifelong friendship between
men. The Zoroastrian ethic stresses kindness, compassion, and
devotion: it is not life-denying or puritanical. In that sense one
can regard the Sufi mystical path, with its exaltation of X ‘eshq,
“love’, for God who is the XX yar, “friend’, and its celebration
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of wine, of music, the arts, and the dance, as the Iranian
transformation of Islam. That culture and way of life endures
and flourishes in Georgia today.

KRXXKRKXK®

Zarathustra was a priest and poet who, it would seem,
was impelled by a crisis of confidence in the settled beliefs of his
own people to become a spiritual seeker, leaving everything we
would today call his comfort zone. He wandered for ten years,
received his revelation, preached it in his intricate poems, the
Gathas, and offered it to all humanity. Zoroastrianism is a term
we use for a spectrum of religion that came to embrace many
features of pre-existing Iranian practices and beliefs. It varied
from place to place and changed over time. Its veneration for
a supreme and wholly good Creator, Ahura Mazda, and its
employment of the powerful symbolism of light— the fire, the
sun— became its universal hallmark. Zarathustra's vision of a
cosmic dualism— of the primordial, opposing powers of good
and evil, life and death, truth and falsehood— presented an
intriguing challenge to monist faiths, and we can perceive its
impact upon the three Abrahamic religions. The Iranian empires
and kingdoms that embraced Zoroastrianism represented a
challenge and a counter-weight to the Greco-Roman civilization
of the Mediterranean basin: sometimes at war, always cross-
fertilizing each other, the two ways of life, the two cultures,
shaped the bipolar model of East and West that endures still.

Zoroastrianism began as a revolution, evolved into
an imperial ideology, and survives today as the heritage
of an extremely small community that has different ethnic
identities— Parsi and Irani— and very different ways of
interpreting Zarathustra’s own message, either accepting or
rejecting the subsequent exegetical, theological texts in Middle
Persian. Arguments about these matters can be abrasive and
divisive, and the disunity of Zoroastrians cannot be paved over
with wishful thinking. There seems at present little possibility
of reconciling some conflicting, bitterly contested ideas about
who is a Zoroastrian, what proper practice and belief ought
to be (dualist or not, and what that means), and whether
conversion to the faith can be allowed. As a pupil of the late Prof.
Mary Boyce and a close friend of the Parsi community activist
and thinker Khojeste Mistree— and as a scholar reviewing
the evidence— | formed my own opinions about these issues,
and as a young man took an active part in communal debates
about them, sometimes with more heat than light. One found
oneself also and tragically on the other side of those debates
from people one loved and revered, particularly the late
Prof. Kaikhushru Irani, who was for me the epitome of what
a scholar and a gentleman should be. As a much older man,
retired from that ninth and lowest circle of hell that calls itself
American academia, | prefer to make art, to think about love
and the Beloved, to meditate on the teachings of all the rightly-
guided Prophets, and to enjoy a glass of wine in a garden, in
the company of friends. And conversation ought to be about

the important things that bring us together in this short,
mysterious life, not the details of bookkeeping that set us apart
or nourish pedantic egotism. That seems to me what farhang,
human civilized culture, is or ought to be about. It was a great
gift to be able to join Zoroastrians on a pilgrimage to a sunny
country where that culture, and their culture is not just alive but
is flourishing. It is telling, in my view, that the Georgians named
their major international airport, not after some politician, but
after a poet— the 12th-century author of the romantic epic
of the Man in the Panther’s Skin, Shota Rustaveli. My kind of
country. XKKXXXXXX— see you again soon.

James R. Russell is Professor (Emeritus) in the Department
of Near Eastern Languages and Civilizations, Harvard
University; he was also Associate Professor of Ancient
Iranian at Columbia University and Distinguished Visiting
Professorofthe Hebrew University of Jerusalem,and taught
Hebrew and Jewish Studies part-time at CSU Fresno. He
is the author of over two hundred scholaely articles; and
his books include Zoroastrianism in Armenia, Armenian
and Iranian Studies, The Complete Poems of Misak
Medzarents (California State University Press, forthcoming
in 2020), and Poets, Heroes and their Dragons (University
of California at Irvine Iranian Series, forthcoming in 2020).
He serves as a member of the Editorial Board of Judaica
Petropolitana, St. Petersburg State University, Russian
Federation. He was born in New York City and lives in Old
Fig Garden, Fresno, California with his life partner, Dennis
Cordell. Their garden has an old black walnut tree that is
home to a family of Western Screech Owls.
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Grim Reaper with a crown
Aryana Behmardian

It was the 31st of December 2019

When all the world was more thrilled than ever seen
To enter a decade which was supposed to be “roaring’,
New chances, excitement, goals would be soaring.

But alas, the year began hot in flames

For a fire in Australia, struggled to be tamed
It destroyed all life in its path

As 2020, slowly unleashed its wraith

Then, on a foggy January morning,

More tragedy struck without a warning

A global star, hero, legend, and father,

Life was taken, among others, including his daughter

In awe and in shock, the year propelled on
No one expected more turmoil on their front lawn

For in the background of all the breaking news,

A little crowned virus began paying its dues

First sneaking around before commercial breaks
Then making headlines with all the lives it would take

And while hundreds of thousands of people wondered how they'd survive
Others feared for their freedom and this song they cried:

“Working from home? At first it was fun
But now, please, just let me be done
Zoom happy hours were okay for a while
But the bars were always more my style

I’'m out of toilet paper! Who bought it all?

At Costco, you'd be lucky not to witness a brawl
A fight among stay-at-home mothers

Needing to prove their cleanliness to each other

Don't get me started on these masks,

At first, getting ahold of them was the real task

| made some out of socks, bandanas and bras too

But how dare you ask my kids to wear them to school?

Its less fatal than the flu!

The government is power hungry, I'm going to sue!
| can’t find any flour to bake my bread!

| hate this home haircut, open the salon, | said!”

Their cries can be heard from miles around

For the last 5 months, they feel they've been bound
The problem is only spiraling out of control

As those who want out-and-about increase death toll

They cause our elderly and compromised to fall ill
They claim it’s their right to breath without restriction, that it’s their free will

172 thousand and counting in the US alone

The grim reaper with a crown continues the fight for his throne
The throne awarded for bringing out the truth in mankind

The selfishness, the ignorance and the complete lack of sane mind

As 2020 continues to drag its feet

The crown is something we need defeat

He fights dirty but remember all that you learned:
Home workouts still burn!

Dalgong coffee still gives you a buzz

Carol Baskin killed her huzz

Puzzles at home make you smart

You have all those fun things in your amazon cart!

You learned to wash your hands
And avoid shaking them too
Wear your mask with pride

The solution starts with you!

Aryana Behmardian received her master’s in
occupational therapy from Stanbridge University
in 2019. She works at Easterseals, a nationwide
non-profit serving individuals with disabilities
across the lifespan. Aryana works with children
on the Autism Spectrum and is earning a
specialty in sensory integration.

A Change in Back to School

Hilda Kasravi

Back to school has left many parents, teachers, and students feeling
confused and distressed. And | am reassuring you, that it is completely
acceptable to feel those feelings. Give yourself grace, be patient, and act
with more compassion.

The COVID-19 global pandemic has caused our nation to be more
vulnerable than ever. We have been divided on political issues, but now,
we seem to be divided on science and public health. Some states have
issued schools to start back in-person and other states have issued schools
to provide distance learning or other modes of learning. We must recognize
that there are benefits and risks to all options. There is no right answer in
this case. My biggest advice is to sit down with your student and share
with them these options and explain the benefits and risks of each option
then, get their input. It is important that we empower our students this
year to ensure that they make the right choices to feel safe and they take
ownership of their learning.

Parents, if you choose to send your students back to school via the
traditional model- then good for you. If you choose to send your students
back to school via the hybrid model- then good for you. If you choose to
send your students back to school via the virtual model- then good for you.
You are by no means making an easy choice, but you are choosing what
you think is best for your student(s) and for your family. This is no ordinary
school year, but you will come out stronger and better.

Students, you are living through a time unlike any other in history, you
will face changes and challenges, but be resilient and take ownership of
your learning. The adults, who you might think know everything, are also
encountering a lot of uncertainty, but are trying to create a year for you
with optimal learning outcomes. These learning outcomes may not just
be academic, but rather social emotional or extracurricular based. Try your
best, be safe (wash your hands frequently and honor social distancing
rules), and express how you feel consistently. You will come out stronger
and better.

As an elementary school teacher, myself, | too am feeling nervous and
uncertain about this year; however, my love for teaching and my passion
to work with children has not changed a single bit. The community of
educators that | follow on social media, or work with have that same
passion. Educators love to teach because of the relationships we form
with our students. They are coming up with creative ways to prepare our
students for a successful year. We will connect with your students whether
it's through the virtual model or through an in person model. Our teacher
values have not changed, and we will find new ways to carry on those
values.

This year will be challenging for each and every one of us, but | truly believe
we will all come out of this, stronger and better (and possibly, more tech
savvy).

Hilda Kasravi is from Southern California

and has attended CZC Persian and religious
classes while growing up. She received her
Bachelor’s and Master’s degree from University
of California, Irvine. Hilda is currently an
elementary school teacher in Orange County.
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Developments
during quarantine

Azadeh Hormozdiari

I remember March 12th better than | do any school day in the last
four years, | remember sitting two feet away from my classmates
being told exactly how online classes would work but that we'd
likely be back at school after spring break. | remember that
day so well because it seems like the last moment of normalcy
before the world devolved into what seems like an almost
apocalypse. Now five months after spring break | sit at home
for the one hundred and fifty first day in a row knowing that life
will not return to normalcy until at best the next spring break.
The first few weeks of quarantine were peaceful but as school
ended and a summer break that left me unable to leave the
home came about, with it came difficult adjustments. I've found
myself dealing with two main problems during this time. First
being the lack of structure to my days. While at the time | may
not have realized it and certainly did not appreciate it there was
something comforting to having a daily routine. I'm unsure as
to whether that comfort derives from always having something
to do or simply how a consistent schedule to my days brought a
sense of normalcy. Pre-quarantine | would wake up, go to school,
do my homework, go to a yoga class, and then have an hour
or two to myself before sleeping and waking up to repeat the
cycle. Weekends always seemed like a break from the chaos and
something I wished would never end but through this essentially
five-month weekend I've since realized too long of a break from
chaos may also itself be a form of chaos. The way I've dealt with
these changes is by re-introducing a form of routine into my life.
I now wake up every morning, exercise for an hour or so, spend
some time cooking each day and go for a walk every evening.
I've also attempted to introduce consistent daily tasks into my
life, for me this means working on SAT practice and my summer
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work each day. But, despite my routine being a skeleton of what
to do with my time I'm still left with several hours of free time
throughout the day. While | could (and admittedly sometimes
do) spend my entire day watching Netflix, I've found it leaves
me feeling better in the long term to be somewhat productive
for at least a portion of my daily free time. Quarantine has also
brought with it not necessarily a loss of purpose, but a desire to
do something productive that will have a meaningful outcome.
In order to satisfy such a desire, | have begun setting both short
and long-term goals | can focus on. Whether it be working on a
college list and college applications, improving my Farsi writing
skills or trying to make the perfect alfredo sauce, having various
activities | can pick from to work on day to day that have an
outcome or finish line | am striving to meet has motivated me
and caused me to look forward to the future of quarantine, as
I'm sure one day I'll be able to create an alfredo sauce that isn't
too thick. The second hardship I've found myself dealing with
is the lack of social contact. | was used to going to school and
interacting with upwards of forty people a day and now | remain
at home with my family and the occasional visitor. To adjust to
this difference, | aim to stay in contact with people on a daily
basis. Even if it's not the same as an in-person conversation a
daily phone call with a friend goes a long way. Beyond doing so
I've also shifted to new activities | find enjoyment in. I've begun
going on walks, coloring, painting and cooking a lot more often
than | used to. All of these activities while certainly different
from social contact bring me similar levels of happiness. While
quarantine has brought new hardships for many of us, it is what
it is and is not going anywhere for a while. The most important
change I've made is a change of perspective. Instead of waking
up each day and wondering when life will return to normal and
I'll be back in the classroom two feet apart from my friends, |
wake up accepting that this is the new normal and aim to
instead of viewing it as a burden view it as an opportunity, a
time to focus on self-growth, meeting my goals and a break
from the chaos of life.

Azadeh Hormozdiari
is a senior at
Chaminade high
school. She has
been attending
Zoroastrian classes
since she was in

{ kindergarten. In her
free time she enjoys
spending time with
her friends and
working on debate.



Finding Your
Anchors

Layla Mazdyasni

For the last five years, | have consistently taught two yoga
classes a week. As I'm sure you can imagine, a lot can change
in five years. For me, part of that change included moving from
Berkeley to Santiago to San Francisco. And yoga followed me
through the entire journey. Two times a week to be specific. So,
when | temporarily moved back home to San Diego at the start
of quarantine, it only made sense to bring yoga along.

In March, | began teaching a weekly virtual yoga series - two
times a week, Tuesdays and Fridays from my parents’living room.
We rolled aside the Persian rugs, moved the coffee tables, and
added some plants in the background to create ambiance. I'd
put on my workout outfit, unplug the landline (yes, we still have
alandline), and send friendly text reminders to my parents to go
for a walk around the neighborhood. These two hours anchored
my week, providing stability and routine. As the pandemic hit
and our world flipped upside down, so did everything we knew
and understood of daily life. | no longer had my morning bus
ride to work to transition from home brain to work brain. Friday
happy hours weren't there to ring in the weekend. And heck,
sweatpants became my every day, all-day attire, not just for
bedtime. Without these small anchors to hold my days in place,
everything started to blend together. But | still had my two
classes. So | leaned into those, hard.

Slowly, the rest of my routine started to come back to life
and | noticed other anchors for myself that were already
embedded in my new normal. My morning bus ride became a
walk to my “work from home” station, my Friday happy hours
became at-home wine tastings with my parents, and well, I'm

still working on the sweatpants piece. Having these various
anchors throughout my days and weeks allowed me to make
sense of all the moments in between. It allowed me to actually
find excitement in the pieces that weren't part of my routine.
When | opted for a social distanced, park hangout with two
friends instead of an indoors wine-tasting with my parents, | was
excited. You see, these anchors not only allow us to find stability
in routine, but they also allow us to recognize and relish in the
exciting, novel movements.

As humans, we tend to crave some sense of structure. Simple
things to provide structure, like a morning face wash, a habitual
glass of chai before breakfast, or a 10pm bedtime. When life feels
so uncertain, our brains have a way of bypassing the uncertainty
and reaching for what we know. So frequently what we know is
based in what we understand of our lives. Without our traditional
daily anchors, we must work to create or rediscover ones that
work with our new normal.

Creating and rediscovering my personal anchors brought back
my purpose. And | guarantee you have those personal anchors
too. Moments that are already embedded that help you feel
grounded and stable in your day and your week. Take a bit of time
to stare into blank space, maybe squint your eyes, and identify
your anchors. How do they help you make sense of everything
else that happens during your day, during your week? Do they
bring you a sense of stability and routine? Do they help you see
the exciting moments? Think about it. They just might.

Six months later, | still teach those very same two classes on
Tuesdays and Fridays. They continue to anchor my weeks, and
I'm grateful for stability, routine, and purpose in an uncertain
time.

Layla Mazdyasni was
born and raised in

San Diego, California,
and has always

been interested in

the complexity of

the human mind.

She graduated from
UC Berkeley with a
Bachelor of Arts in
Cognitive Science, and
enjoys learning about and experiencing how we as humans interact
with ourselves, each other and our environments. She currently
works at a behavioral design agency in San Francisco, managing
multiple projects and assisting in creative direction. Yoga is her
passion project, and she teaches in her spare time.
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Marching to a New
Normal

Huma Majidulla

On 23rd March 2020, a nation-wide Lockdown was announced
and enforced in the United Kingdom. Quelle surprise. We
all knew what was coming and my company - well, the IT
department at least - was in a flurry of activity arranging a work
from home set up for everyone. Same as any other company,
ours jumped on ‘this is going to be great’ bandwagon, but all
that positivity was laced with anxiety. We all wanted to know
how long it would last, when we would see each other and how
business would continue.

Working from home was relatively short-lived because a week
later, | was placed on Furlough — a scheme set up by the British
Government to project jobs and incomes and prevent mass
redundancies. So within a week of quarantine, | found myself
recently single, living on my own, with no work to keep me busy.
It was a scary situation to be in, especially when you add a dose
of ‘am | going to die, but ultimately | knew | was one of many in
the same place. After the initial panic eased I realised it came
down to a simple decision of wallowing or thriving - | favoured
the latter, but definitely partook in an occasional dalliance with
the former.

Establishing a daily routine — which was honed in to make the
best of my lazy tendencies — was the best decision in anchoring
me. It created a structure that | followed, albeit loosely, and |
could be productive without receding into the frightening
aspects of my new reality. Other than perhaps making banana
bread, | did what everyone did: | read, cooked, baked, ate,
watched TV, put together a scrapbook, exercised (ish), spoke to
family and friends, cleaned, and when | felt like | couldn’t hold it
together — | wrote. | spent a month without work and with just
myself for company and | realised - | like my own company!
That being said, communicating with family and friends was
a priority. It's always been in factor in our lives pre-Covid, but

suddenly the landscape of communication shifted inasmuch as
everyone became hyped up to speak to one another. This was
infectious... in the good way, not the Covid way. So | started
speaking to family more regularly, whether in Pakistan or in
America, and catching up with friends who | haven't seen for
a couple years. This companionship was great because | had
the opportunity to really get to know people that | hadn’t had
as much of a chance to before, and those that | did know - to
further that relationship. There were comrades to my misery,
cheerleaders to my next ‘creative’ venture and overall sounding
boards for the goofy thoughts.

‘Keeping occupied’ sounds like a lame coping mechanism but
alas, it was key. Beyond the daily routine bits, this was absolutely
core to help ground me during the changes... especially when
| injured my knee so badly | could hardly walk down the stairs
from my 4th floor walk-up! Whether it was reading a book a
day in the lockdown period (c. 6 weeks), re-watching old shows
or baking flourless deserts (flour was scarce in the UK at that
time!) — | just found something to do (ideally while RICE-ing my
knee). Sometimes | chose to be bored, other times | would quite
literally sit and stare into space just to enjoy a good daydream
(something I'd enjoy doing on public transport, usually). Luckily
for me, about a month after | was placed on furlough my
company put me back onto the staff list so keeping occupied
wasn't just part of the daily routine but a job requirement. Still,
the means of entertaining myself were something | wanted to
hold onto and I still do... now it includes a dash of meeting
people and going out.

Above all else, accepting the situation for what it was is
something that | continue to carry with me as my ultimate
anchor. This was the year to shed any expectations of how
things should or would be because there was just no telling.
Whatever | expected to happen when the countdown into 2020
begun was far from the reality of it, and all ultimately for the
best. It's something people say a lot “it's all for the best” and
while it's slightly frustrating when you're at the receiving end of
it, | found that the sentiment rings true if you're willing to accept
it. Why stress about when things will open or how things have
changed, when you can find freedom in just seeing it for what it
is: unpredictable. Thatisn't to say | don't tress about it! | do... just
less and for shorter periods of time.

Huma Majidulla was born and
raised in Karachi, Pakistan. She
has a B.A. in Human Geography
from Durham University. She
currently resides in London,

UK and is working as a senior
Marketing Executive. She likes
dogs, noodles and daydreaming
and dislikes zucchini, burpees
and stepping on cracks
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"Smudges and
Shadings of Life"

Shaizeen Persha

| remember the start of this quarantine journey, for me, it was
March 23rd- the 1st day of Lockdown. It was a Monday morning
and | was making my way home from the hospital that | had
taken a patient to, due to their breathing issues the night before.
As | did my handover to the next staff, and whispered goodbye
to the lady who was sleeping, | had no idea that this would be
the last time I'd be seeing her. Over the next 2 weeks we lost
4 people to Covid-19 whilst | was home self-isolating. What
bothered me the most was that whilst it's scary for anyone to
pass away in a hospital alone, for those with learning disabilities
it must be even scarier as they are unable to comprehend what
is going on or understand why no familiar faces are around.
Sitting at home | would receive messages from work of their
updates and hospital admissions. Some messages said the
patients were recovering but unfortunately, ultimately, every
single person that went into hospital did not recover. Over the
5 years | have had the pleasure of knowing these individuals
and supporting them. Though that was my job, each one of
them truly enriched my life in some shape or form. They taught
me how to appreciate life, enjoy what seemed to be mundane
activities and always have a shining sense of humour.

Having lost half our residents, the building seemed empty.
However, for me, there was something comforting about being
back, surrounded by other staff members and the remaining
residents. There was a lot of anger and frustration surrounding
the government and its failure to provide proper Personal
Protective Equipment and to ensure staff would only work with
certain groups and avoid crossovers. If this was addressed, for us
and other UK services, those we had lost may still be here.

Another industry that was hit hard by this pandemic was the
entertainment industry. Being an actor alongside my support
work, this meant complete shutdown. Shootings were cancelled
and in-person auditions are still non- existent.

My Bupi (Gran) became ill during this time with Covid
symptoms, meaning the family had to isolate. During the period
of isolation, | found myself with more time on my hands and
that’s when | started to get creative. | did many Day 1s of fitness
challenges, became a professional Instagram cook, a song
writer, read several books halfway and had countless business
ideas- | had time and wanted to do a bit of everything! | spent
more time with the family and our dog, who went from loving
our company to getting annoyed that now his favourite place

on the sofa was always occupied. Being Parsi, tea was consumed
in abundance! While the majority of the U.K. panicked over toilet
paper shortages, the only time | saw panicin my mum’s eyes was
when we were low on Chai & Chaval.

Week 2 was harder as my Bupi was very ill, so we looked after
her at home. Meanwhile my Papa (grandad) passed away due
to old age. Bupi has since recovered and back to her 95 going
on 21 energy levels! Papa had a beautiful send-off under the
restrictions at the time and thanks to current technology, it
was available for family members and friends via a video link. |
also want to thank our amazing Priests globally who have been
conducting the funeral prayers and the monthly, and more
recently, Muktad Prayers for us all.

| was added into a group chat for the Deepak Chopra 21-day
meditation programme- it was just what | needed, but | thought
who has the time for this? What | came to realise is | always had
the time; | just didn't prioritise my time well. | also developed an
interest in Chinese series which led to a sudden desire to start
sketching some of the beautiful scenery and characters from
the series. | was never really into sketching, but | enjoyed the
fact that | could sketch around my mistakes to make it work. |
learned; life doesn't come with an eraser, but neither is it written
in a permanent marker. Life's like a 6B sketch pencil you can't
completely erase what's going on but can smudge and mould
it to be the best version of what it's going to be, and when you
look at it whole, the once mistakes and smudges now seem
like carefully placed shadings and shadows that add depth and
texture to what would have otherwise been a good but flat 2d
sketch.

Personally, | am not an advocate of the thought pattern that
“everything happens for a reason”. | think of those who have
lost their lives and doubt they shared this thought process. For
many of those who are of my generation and younger, Covid
may be their first experience of a pandemic. However, | look at
our grandparents who have lived through colonisation, wars,
migration and so forth. It's all part of the smudges and shadings
of life.

Shaizeen Persha lives in
London, UK and sits on the
UK Young Zoroastrian Youth
committee. In her day to day
life, Shaizeen is a support
worker but also an actor.

l This article is going to share
her experiences of how the
pandemic has affected her
personally and professionally
and how she has coped with
this.
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The Third,

Dangerous Option

Roya Behmardian

One early elementary topic that students are expected
to know is the difference between a fact and an opinion.
Seems simple enough, right? We teach first graders that a
fact is something that can be proven to be true. An opinion,
on the other hand, cannot be proven to be true because its
foundation lies in feelings and thoughts. And yet, | found it
particularly difficult to effectively teach this concept. Thanks
to the new, highly upsetting culture shift of dismissing truths
as “fake news,’| now know why.

The whole time | was teaching facts vs. opinions, | realized
| was missing something. What if something is stated like a
fact, but has not been proven to be true? In fact, it's proven
to be false. If we only focus on using the language of “facts
vs. opinion,”then we miss fully understanding the dangerous
implications of a third option: a falsehood.

The tragic murder of George Floyd symbolized the perpetual
systemic racism embedded into our culture and institutions
of power. Black Lives Matter is a movement that started in
2013 as a response to the acquittal of George Zimmerman-
the man who killed a young black boy named Trayvon Martin.
The movement raises awareness about systemic injustice
and racially charged violence towards the black community
that still exists in large numbers today.

Covid-19 is a real, Novel virus that transformed into a world-
wide pandemig; it hasn’'t gone away. Because it is still new,
scientists and health experts do not yet know the extent of
its long-term effects, or why it presents differently in people
who contract it.

| know there is a lot more to say about each of those topics,
but for now | will start by saying that the above statements
are facts. | have to explicitly say that because we live in a world
where people have decided what facts to accept, and have
misinterpreted what an opinion really means. | know they are
facts because, time and time again, whether through historic
and present examples or academic and scientific data, they
have proven to be true.

There’s a lot of distrust happening in our world right now,
and it's hard for a lot of us to trust what we hear and see.
However, just because a media-source is biased, which
we all know inevitably is, it doesn’t mean we can dismiss
everything we don't like as “fake news!” The popularity of
this phrase is in turn giving permission to all of us to reject
facts and evidence arbitrarily or without a sound basis. Sure,
we can and should all debate and discuss our opinions on
what the best solutions should be. But, if we can't even all
accept what the facts are, which is the first foundational step,
then it's really hard to make any real progress. If we continue
along this path, it puts the very idea of truth into question,
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and that’s a very dangerous thing.

When | hear people say things like “Covid-19 is a hoax”
or “systemic racism doesn't exist,” it's upsetting for many
reasons. Mostly though, it's upsetting because there’s this
assumption that it's something to be agreed or disagreed
with. We can only agree or disagree with opinions, and those
statements are not opinions, and they are not facts either.
They are falsehoods.

I'm going to try to do a better job teaching 2nd graders
about how to identify not only what is a fact or an opinion,
but also what is a falsehood. As 8 year olds, it is important for
them to know that “the earth is flat” or “2 + 3 = 7" are neither
opinions nor facts, but rather statements that have proven to
be untrue. As they grow up, my hope is that they continue to
challenge falsehoods portrayed as facts, and that they learn
to acknowledge their own biases while advocating for the
acceptance of truths.

Someone, to be honest | don't know who, but someone once
wrote that you can’t “disagree” with human rights. Our world
has a long way to go when it comes to justice and equality,
but understanding that statement seems like a necessary
place to start. And the best part is, we don't have to be in
elementary school to start. We can begin and re-learn as
adults too. In-fact, accepting when we're wrong, thoughtfully
listening, and trying to be better as grown up seems like a
pretty great example to set for future generations to come.

Roya Behmardian

was born and raised in Southern
California. She has attended
CZC's Persian and religious
classes all through her childhood.
She graduated from UCI with a
Masters of Art in teaching and is
currently an elementary school
teacher




Ask Nahid

Dear Nahid,

| have relatives who don’t understand the importance of
the Black Lives Matter movement and say it has nothing
to do with us. It is embarrassing to hear some of the things
they say, so | just stay quiet when the topic comes up. |
want to say something but don’t want to be disrespectful.
They taught me that Zoroastrians are supposed to promote
equality for all, so how can | make them understand how
important it is to support this movement?

Roshan

Dear Roshan,

This is a topic that has been quiet for far too long in many
households - not just yours. Unfortunately, some people
feel that since the mistreatment of Black Lives around the
world does not affect them directly, that it is a problem
they can ignore or work around. This is a very important
topic of discussion that needs to be had - especially due
to the difficulty of changing minds and attitudes. | admire
your desire to have these difficult conversations with your
family members.

Difficult conversations often become aggressive or
uncomfortable when one party declines to acknowledge
the truths and facts of the other side. You won’t be able
to change minds overnight but having these discussions
privately, one-on-one, and in group settings consistently
and often opens the door for a better understanding
of what your family members may not know about this
movement and the need to support the peaceful protests
and systemic changes.

It is everyone’s obligation to fight for equality. Zoroastrian,
Christian, Jewish, Muslim, Catholic, Agnostic, Atheist...it
is not a basis of religion or faith. | would even go so far
to say that as Zoroastrians, we have even more of a duty
to oppose racism and oppression and make progress
towards equality. One of the first known declarations of
independence was issued and created by the most famous
Zoroastrian ruler, Cyrus the Great. So many Zoroastrians
take pride in what they call the first declaration of Human
Rights. This is the very relic hailed by historians and

UNESCO for being one of the earliest records of human
equality attributed to a Zoroastrian king.

As Zoroastrians, not only are we progressive about
equality and finding knowledge of what is right and wrong,
we also know the devastation of persecution. We should
very well understand how detrimental and harmful it is to
a community to be discriminate against. During the Arab
Invasion, we Zoroastrians hid our faith in the mountains
of Yazd and some fled to the shores of India to protect
our current freedom to practice our religion. However,
consider that you can’t hide being Black - and no one
should have to hide who they are.

Racism is real. The avoidance of racism is not progressive.
Zoroastrians do get to pick and choose what Good
Thoughts, Good Words, and Good Actions to support and
defend but our path is to find the highest truth based in
fact and what is best for all involved. Racism and brutality
based on culture, color, gender, race, religion, or any other
distinctive feature of man is not progressive for the whole
of mankind. Good thoughts have little value when they
are not followed up with Good Words or Good Deeds, so
standing by and pretending this does not affect us is an
avoidance.

It is not an easy conversation to have but one that needs
to be observed with education and facts. Know that you
are not the only one having these conversations. Black
lives have been mistreated and abused in this country
and around the world for far too long. There needs to be
a systematic change towards progress and equality and
that only comes from continued conversation and action.

Nahid Dashtaki completed her master’s
in both Dispute Resolution and Public
Policy from Pepperdine University. She has
received two Bachelor of Science degrees
| in International Relations and Comparative
Literature from the University of California,
Irvine along with extensive international
work experience in the Middle East and
L Asia
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Zoroastrian Youth Statement
in Support of the Black Lives
Matter Movement

Manijeh Mahmoodzadeh, Zoroastrian for Black Lives
Working Group

The recent murders of George Floyd, Breonna Taylor and Tony
McDade--among many others--have reignited public interest
in the health crisis of anti-Black racism . In 2019, police officers
murdered over 1,000 people across the country; Black people
made up 25% of this number despite being only 13% of the
American population. It is unacceptable how often we see a
new video or story of a Black person being shot for donning a
toy gun, going for a run, or even sleeping in their own home. It
is unacceptable how often we hear stories about people who
weaponize the police against Black neighbors despite knowing
how fatal the results may be. It is unacceptable how many of us
have remained silent and complicit in this pandemic of violence.

We cannot wait any longer for our community to take action.
With this in mind, we youth graduates of the California
Zoroastrian Center Teen Group unequivocally affirm that BLACK
LIVES MATTER.

The Zoroastrian community knows what it means to be
systematically oppressed for generations. Ask any one of our
community’s elders and they will share stories of state violence,
social ostracization, and a painful struggle to survive. As a
people who have experienced colonization and marginalization
in our homeland, we know first-hand what it means to be
hated for who you are. We Zoroastrian-Americans have had the
privilege of finding a safe home in a nation that largely accepts
us. We say “largely” because as people of Southwest Asian and
North African descent , we are still the targets of xenophobia,
Islamophobia, and systemic violence against people of color.
Nonetheless, we have found a freedom to practice our religion
without fear of harm. We have found a place to express our
culture, revel in our traditions, and thrive. With this privilege also
comes a responsibility to liberate other communities that are
currently experiencing the same pain that is familiar to many
of us.

Black liberation and our freedom as Zoroastrian Iranian-
Americans are inextricably linked. How?

1. There are Black Iranians. We need to stop ignoring
the existence and struggles of Afro-Iranians. We need to stop
denying our role in chattel slavery and begin confronting the
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legacy of the Indian Ocean slave trade. This legacy most often
manifests as anti-Black prejudices and sentiments within our
community. Only when we acknowledge these troubling
behaviors, learn to act better, and make amends for the harm
that has been caused can ALL Iranians be free. As civil rights
leader and Black feminist thinker Audre Lorde says: “I am not
free while any woman is unfree, even when her shackles are very
different from my own. And | am not free as long as one person
of Color remains chained. Nor is anyone of you,” (1981, The Uses
of Anger: Women Responding to Racism).

2. Anti-Black racism in America both creates and depends
on white supremacist ideology. White supremacy categorizes
groups of people based on skin color, with the assumption
that those with lighter skin are superior and more deserving
of human rights than those with darker skin. This fictional
“spectrum” places non-Black Iranians and other non-Black
Asians somewhere in the middle: we are neither Black nor white.
We simultaneously experience discrimination (based on being
not white enough) AND privilege (based on being “closer” to
whiteness than Black people). Sometimes, in order to protect
ourselves from white supremacy, we try to position ourselves as
white (i.e., the Aryan myth; the idea that Iranians are the original
white people because some of our descendants came from
the Caucasus mountain region) or by engaging in downward
comparison to other immigrant groups and Black people (i.e.,
the model minority myth; the idea that our immigrant group is
worthy of human rights because of our professional success, and
that other marginalized communities just need to be more like
us in order to not experience racism). Instead of freeing us from
white supremacy, however, this only provides an illusionary
sense of safety because we have diverted racist violence toward
a more marginalized group. When we take this approach, we
haven't done anything to change the conditions of oppression
that exist--we have merely thrown another group into the line of
fire to save ourselves.

As Zoroastrians, we have taken a spiritual and moral pledge to
do the righteous thing, motivated by righteousness alone, in an
educated, thoughtful, and righteous way. This is what it means
to be members of the good religion. We call upon our fellow
Zoroastrians to educate themselves on anti-Black racism and
white supremacy, to uplift the voices of Black people, especially
Black Iranians as they hold us accountable in creating a safer and
more inclusive Iranian community, and to act in solidarity with
this global movement for Black lives.

BLACK LIVES MATTER
:.wl/c)b'ﬁ’g‘foyc)lf




FERDOWSI PRESIDENTIAL CHAIR IN
ZOROASTRIAN STUDIES AT U.C. IRVINE

Maneck Nawroji Bhujwala

The University of California, Irvine (UCI) recently received a $1.5
million donation commitment from the Massiah Foundation
of Dr. Fariborz Maseeh, for a Chair in Zoroastrian Studies, and
the University of California has pledged an additional up to $
500,000 to support the Chair. The UCI Jordan Center for Persian
Studies and Culture has made their official announcement of
establishment of the Ferdowsi Presidential Chair in Zoroastrian
Studies.

Dr. Fariborz Maseeh is an Iranian American businessman and
philanthropist who was also responsible for funding the creation
of the UCI Samuel Jordan Center for Persian Studies and Culture
in 2005. It was the first independent, interdisciplinary center
focused on Iran within the University of California system. The
Jordan Center has served as global destination for Persian
scholars, hosted several international conferences on the Iranian
world, and united researchers from several different disciplines
across the UCI campus.

The new Ferdowsi Presidential Chair in Zoroastrian Studies will
be affiliated with the Samuel Jordan Center and supported
by the Department of Classics and The Program in Religious
Studies. According to UCI history professor Dr. Touraj Daryaee,
who is the Massiah Chair in Persian Studies & Culture and
Director of the Samuel Jordan Center “The chair will enhance
the already rich global historical and cultural study that takes
place in the center, further raising its distinction not just at UCI
but throughout the world.”

According to the UCI announcement”The new chair is named
in honor of Ferdowsi, the 10th-century Persian poet who is
often credited with saving the Persian language by writing
Shahnameh (Book of Kings), the national epic of Greater Iran.
Maseeh hopes the chair will challenge and inspire the diasporic
Parsi community - the ethnoreligious group of followers of
Zoroastrianism who immigrated to the Indian subcontinent
during and after the Muslim conquest of Persia - to help him
revive an ancient Persian philosophy”. Dr. Maseeh said that
“By broadening UCI's Persian studies program to include
Zoroastrianism, we encourage young people to enrich their
multicultural awareness — an essential component of working
and living in a modern, multiethnic society.”

The new Ferdowsi Chair is planned to be supported by the
UCI Department of Classics and the Program in Religious
Studies, and the person selected to hold this position will
be a recognized expert in Zoroastrianism, one of the oldest
continuously practiced religions in the world.

While a formal search with a list of requirements needed from
candidates for the position of Chair in Zoroastrian Studies has
not yet started, this new program can be expected to potentially
raise the profile of the Zarathushti religion in North America and
internationally, in the areas of teaching and research.

R

An online meeting with members of
the Zarathushti community is being
planned by UCI representatives. At
this meeting, community members
will be able to ask questions and
receive answers from UCI, about
the new Chair and the program he/
she will manage. A wide variety of
questions could include, what is
the search and qualifying process
followed by the university, will
representatives of the community
be involved in reviewing the
background of applicants in their
previous research work, how will this program be similar to or
different from other programs in Zoroastrian Studies such as
at the School of Oriental & African Studies (SOAS) University
of London, UK, and the Graduate Fellowship program ,in
Zoroastrian Studies at the University of California, Los Angeles
(UCLA), what subjects in Zoroastrianism will be covered in
research and teaching at UCI, will the UCI contribution include
scholarships for students, what will be the responsibilities and
authority of the Chairperson appointed, what is the estimated
time frame for completing the appointment process and for
starting classes at UCI, will the classes and lectures be online,
what will be the nature of the new program’s affiliation with the
Jordan Center and its support by the Department of Classics,
etc.

The new program in Zoroastrian Studies at UCI could potentially
provide an opportunity for the Zarathushti community to take
classes and/or attend lectures and conferences on various
aspects of Zoroastrianism, such as Avestan language of the
Gathas, Middle Persian, Pahlavi, teachings and philosophy of
Asho Zarathushtra, etc. But, it is up to our community to take
advantage of this new program and encourage their youth to
learn more about their ancient religion’s history, language,
teachings and culture from scholars and their latest research. It
is also an opportunity for our community to become involved
in the research by noticing any misrepresentation during talks
and adding information that may be missed by the researchers
during their talks.

Maneck Bhujwala was born in Bombay, India,
to Navroji and Meherbai. He got his Bachelor in
Engineering from India, and M.S. and M.B.A. in
USA. He co-founded the Zoroastrian Association of
California in Los Angeles in 1974, and Zarthushti
Anjuman of Northern California in 1980. He
currently works as a licensed real estate consultant,
serves the community as a priest, and is President
of the Greater Huntington Beach Interfaith Council.
Maneck has contributed articles in FEZANA Journal
and WZ0O's Hamazor magazine, and coordinated
religion classes for adults. He also transliterates and
translates the Shahnameh to English poetry form
and distributes a page a month on the internet with
Persian, Gujerati and English versions
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PROGRESS IN THE UNITED STATES:
THE PATH TO THE FUTURE £2)

Dr. Khoso Esfandiar Mehrfar - (K. E. Mehrfar)
Translation: Ms. Golsa Gheibi

Background;

In previous article we laid out the goal, the project timing & period and some
basic fundamental reasons as to present the do-ability of this project and
the pragmatism of its goal due to the high potential & a dandy possibility of
success as summarized in 11 logical reasons in that article.

Obviously the success of this project depends on a combination of certain
elements, some f them under our control such as the project plan & how to
implement it by our capable and competent Team, timing & scheduling, etc.
and some are not under our control such as the situation at the time of the
voting process, the rule of Law & the processes, rules & regulation then, voting
population concentrations, etc. And clearly both sides of the success equation,
i.e. the controllable and uncontrollable elements should line up properly for
this project to succeed. And on the success of this project, we are all hopeful.

Since the idea was introduced in the last editions of Chehrenama, we
have received a good number of comments, feedback and input from our
Zoroastrian communities. And it is encouraging to know that the interest
covers a promising cross section of our Zoroastrian society from our exciting
youth to our experienced elders. Due to the interest raised and several
questions asked, we have decided to share some common questions and
answers for the respectful readers of the prestigious Chehrenama periodical,
the official publication of the California Zoroastrian Center, where we initially
introduced the idea of having the first Iranian American member of the U.S.
Congress to be a Zoroastrian.

Goal

It was first presented in previous editions of Chehrenama, edition 191 in Parsi
and edition 193 in English with special thanks to Ms. Golsa Gheibi for her
superb translation. As stated there, the goal is;

“To have the first Iranian American member of the United States Congress -
House of Representatives to be a Zoroastrian”

Plan
We have written a preliminary plan to achieve stated goal above in a span of
10 year period. Our plan is written as a living document & as such needs to be

-

periodically modified & adjusted to realign with the necessity of time & the
dynamics of change in the world we live in.

The dynamic nature of this living document, namely ‘The Plan; will also help us
to achieve our goal, presented above in the best way possible. It is important
to note that while the fundamentals of this living document which are deeply
rooted in the messages of Zarathustra has and will always remain the same, the
way to convey these messages, e.g. as just one sample on the communication
section of the plan being either via media outlets; printed press & others &/or
based on personal contacts, etc. needs to be dynamically adjusted to make
sure the most efficient and most effective way of communicating of these
messages are always used.

Scope

This project is planned for the House of Representative of the United States
Congress, hence and obviously, whoever comes out to be the final candidate
for that position must be a citizen of U.S. for at least 7 years & resident of
the same State where their district they are going to represent resides. As
such residents or citizens of other countries can not participate. This note
needed to be written so exclusively, since some interest received have been
from our fellow Zoroastrians living in other countries with majority of them
coming from our neighbor to the north, the beautiful country of Canada. So
to summertime; the scope of our project covers all 50 states of the U.S. & is not
limited to California only.

Criteria

Some common questions we have received are about the overall umbrella
of “Qualifications”. This is a major portion of what we have in our plan as
“The Criteria’, where it is subdivided into various sections and one of them
is Qualifications. Needless to say, to increase our chances of achieving our
goal, we must pick & support the best of the best Zoroastrian candidates in
due time and with so many high achiever young Zoroastrians we have across
the U.S,, that is a tough job. So at the end of our selection processes, that
one single individual should posses high value qualifications, among them
but not limited to, a good character (which we have many), leadership (which
we have some), highly educated (which we have many), highly respectful in
her/his district (which we have many), active in community works (which we
have some), interested in getting involved in government works & specifically
legislative branch (which we have some), etc. These are some of the main
requirements of the qualification section of “The Criteria”in our plan and there
are more that can be presented later.

Approach

Our approach as explained in our plan is based on the simple ‘process of
elimination’ & it has 3 phases. We start phase 1 with X number of candidates
who all have met the basic qualifications criteria and then using a binary
system, we will pick half of that number and repeat the same process until
we have only 2 final candidates left. For example if we start with 15 or 16 final
candidates, in first run we will narrow it down to 8, then 4 and finally to 2.




At this time, we will enter phase 2, where we go through a series of step
by step processes to find out which one of the 2 final candidates has the
higher potential of “electability” in their own district. Critical issues like
‘social skills, ‘previous community involvements; ‘number of social outreach;
‘communications capabilities; ‘eloquence & articulation] ‘community services
& organization; ‘constant contacts with peers, ‘familiarity with elders in her/his
district & those high potential voters, are among some of the major points in
this phase & they all will be quantified in order to level the selection process in
this phase (phase 2) and make sure it is apple to apple comparison between
the 2 finalist candidates to make sure we have a fair, just and balanced
selection process.

Finally, when one of the two candidates are selected by the Project Team &
through a one to one voting processes, phase 3 starts, which in a nutshell is
mobilizing all of our resources and connecting all supportive individuals and
institutions to get behind the final candidate.

This includes running a media campaign in local, regional and statewide
printed press, radios and TVs. Needless to say, as an Iranian Zoroastrian
candidate for U.S. Congress, we all must keep our integrity, decency, honesty
& truthfulness at all times, all the traits that we are famous for at least among
our Iranian-American compatriots. We will present our candidate in that
fashion and in the morality that we were taught & raised by our parents and
our ancestors and will stay away from any negatives, such as criticizing the
opponent(s), or personalizing the election.

It is important to note & perhaps necessary to repeat that, there are some
major basic fundamental principles in our Persian Culture and in our Religion
(the fabric of that culture), that we will always respect and follow. After
all, several reasons that were presented in Article 1 in previous edition of
Chehrenama, all point to the fact that “We Are Zoroastrians”, a group of people

Individual vs Communal voice

Synopsis: A quarterly series of articles, reporting on
the volunteers of the 2023 8th World Zoroastrian
Youth Congress (8WZYC) to be held in London.
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This series of articles aims to provide an insight into the profiles of
the individuals who will be organising the 2023 8th World Zoroastrian
Youth Congress (8WZYC). Each article will detail how the organisers
are trying to inspire and motivate the future generation of young
Zoroastrians. We hope that these profiles will provide our readers with
an insightful perspective

into the lives and visions of the 2023 8WZYC organising volunteers.

This first article highlights the journey of the two congress Co-Chairs
and how they use their voice to represent the community and add
value to bring about progressive change through a communal voice.
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living with righteousness, honesty, decency & truthfulness, no matter which
State we live in. All of us are inherent of a proud past that we all should ‘Not
Boast on; but‘Be Proud of’ & leverage upon. As explained in that Article, these
historical reasons have been some of the major forces to motivate each one of
us to start this project and lead it to success.

Team

| am thankful to several highly educated, highly respectful, highly committed
& some influential people who accepted my humble request to be a Team
member on this project in various capacities. At this time there are 6 in various
roles with a few more that | have not contacted yet but will be doing so, soon.
Once we know the final Team members, we will announce our team here as
well.

In full humility & humbleness, | would like to extend our warm regards and
thanks to all of you, our precious coreligionists, respectful fellow Zoroastrians
and readers of the prestigious ChehrehNama and to all of those who have
shown interest since the idea was first presented here. We are thankful to
them, for they have all offered their service and assistance in making sure the
success of this project.

Dr. Khosro E. Mehrfar was born in Tehran, Iran. He moved to U.S. in 1979 to
pursue his higher education. Dr. Mehrfar has served the Zarathushti community in
many capacities. He lives in Southern California with his wife and two children.

Golsa was born in Kerman and moved to the United States four years ago.
Currently she is studying chemistry at UC Berkeley. In her free time, she enjoys
writing poems mainly about Iran and Zoroastrianism.

Introduction

Sheherazad F Kapadia and Sanaya Khambatta are both from London,
England and are together chairing the 2023 8WZYC. In 2019, they
started serving the UK Young Zoroastrian (YZ) committee as Chair and
Vice-Chair, respectively; and are committed to representing the voice
and views of young Zoroastrians in the UK.

Both Sheherazad and Sanaya come from Zoroastrian families who
have been strongly involved in serving their Zoroastrian communities.
In the past, Sheherazad’s father was the Treasurer in the 1997 2WZYC
and her mother was a teacher for the UK Zoroastrian Children’s Fun
Club. Sanaya’s family has been prominent in the Delhi Parsi community
and several charitable causes. As a result of their family’s extensive
communal involvement, Sheherazad and Sanaya have both been
actively involved in the Zoroastrian community, from a very young age.

In this article, they hope to shine a light on their journey in representing
the YZ community and planning the 2023 8WZYC.
Sheherazad and Sanaya aged 5, with Sheherazad’s Dad

Why do you wish to be involved in the community?

Sheherazad - At age 10, my family and | moved to the Middle East, which
seemed like a scary decision at the time. We never thought we would
find a Zoroastrian community as vibrant and loving as our London
group. However, looking back, it may have been the best choice my
parents ever made! Within the first month of moving, my family and
| were introduced to a group of expatriate Zoroastrians who called
themselves, the 'Abu Dhabi Bawa Gang' From then on, we enjoyed
communal weekly dinners, outings and celebrations. The Bawa Gang
taught me a lot — most importantly that no matter where I go, what I do,
or how scared | become of the future, our Zoroastrian community and
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faith will always be there for me.

The moment | returned to London for higher studies, | felt a sense of
responsibility to give back to my Zoroastrian roots and so | joined the
YZ committee. Beyond that, | truly hope that through the 8WZYC, | can
provide a platform for our Zoroastrian youth across the globe, to build
a sense of belonging, empathy and a voice. Afterall, a community that
cares, is a community that makes for a brighter tomorrow.

Sanaya - Growing up, my family always ensured that | had a strong
sense of community and try to follow the three tenants of the religion-
Good Thoughts, Good Words and Good Deeds. As a result, | always
had Zoroastrian friends and engaged with them socially on a regular
basis as well as attended Zoroastrian classes from an early age to learn
about my religion and these tenants. Through this, | felt an innate sense
of belonging which helped to shape my identity and allowed me to
understand more about our religion overall. | have always been a proud
Zoroastrian and my motivation for my involvement with the main YZs
is that | want others to feel the same way | did growing up. | want them
to have a sense of community, to meet other like-minded individuals
and make and share experiences with them and to follow the religion,
not because they have to but because they want to.

What do you think you can bring to the table in terms of co-chairing
the 2023 8WZYC in United Kingdom?

Sanaya - Both Sheherazad and | come from different backgrounds
- whether that be career, academic or our extra-curricular activities
we participate in. However, it is this differentiating outlook that will
benefit us greatly as we embark upon our journey in co-chairing the
2023 8WZYC in United Kingdom. We both examine a problem or task
from a unique perspective and work on collaborating together to
provide the best course of action that benefits our community, peers
and the project at hand. We have grown up together and over the
years have come to mutually understand how the other thinks, their
strengths and we plan on using these attributes to our full advantage
when working with others and each other. We are confident where our
area of expertise lies and understand when to delegate or ask for help
from each other if faced with something that we are unsure about. We
both believe communication and transparency is key in working with
one another and a passion for what we are doing - which we have in
abundance!

How do you overcome representing a community and not just
your own viewpoint?

Sheherazad - For us, having a communal voice is essential to good
leadership. Often today, we see world leaders who bring their personal
agenda in politics- which tends to only create more divide.

Having a communal voice does not just mean representing the views of
others, it means accepting that sometimes your ideas or opinions will
not be followed and you will have to implement a different ideology.
Whilst at times this can seem hard, we always remind ourselves of
the wider goal that we are working towards and that by listening and
considering other points of views, we can create a more inclusive and
empowered community.

Sanaya and | have both always been guided to show kindness in our
actions. We both believe that when taking on a role of leadership,
whether it be; captaining your high school sports team or starting up
an enterprise, being openminded and respecting the opinions of all
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those around you, especially those who you represent will always be a
huge asset towards the success of your endeavours.

Sheherazad & Sanaya at Sanaya’s 18th Birthday

What is the value of having a female based committee and acting
co-chairs?

Sheherazad - The young Zoroastrian community in the UK has a
vibrant atmosphere, and | am both proud and grateful to say that
having women in leadership positions is not a rare occurrence in the
UK YZ community. | truly feel that having a congress committee that
is made up of so many wonderful and accomplished young women
is essential and will showcase how we are paving the way to a more
equitable society. Sanaya and | firmly believe that with the equality
and empowerment of women, we will achieve a stronger future for our
community as well as our religion.

What do we hope the Zoroastrian youth will look like on a global
scale?

Sanaya - Looking to the future of the global Zoroastrian youth, we hope
that individuals will continue wanting to follow the Zoroastrian faith
and be part of the global Zoroastrian community - through attendance
at events such as youth congresses and world congresses.

This can develop one’s spiritual and emotional connection with the
religion as well as their peers, and allow individuals to see us as a
unified global community rather than simply a religion that they ‘have’
to follow. We wish for the YZ community to advance and slowly start
tackling progressive issues that we face, not only within the religion,
but in society too and to evolve to be respectful and inclusive of all.

Closing paragraph

We hope our answers have provided you with an insight into us as
individuals, as well as our views for the progression of the 2023 8WZzZYC
in London, UK. If you have any questions to be addressed in future
articles please email them to 8WZYC@ztfe.com and we will be happy
to respond.

Sheherazd F. Kapadia

Chair - Young Zoroastrian’s of the UK,
Co-Chair - 2023 8th Zoroastrian World
Youth Congress (London, United Kingdom)
Occupational Therapy Student/Assistant
Therapist

Sanaya Khambatta

Vice Chair - Young Zoroastrian’s of the UK
Co-Chair - 2023 8th Zoroastrian World
Youth Congress (London, United Kingdom)
Technical Consultant at IBM
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