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Mazda [Wisdom]; is the Zarathustrian Deity or God.
Asho Zarathushtra Spitaman in the Gathas states that he is: Mantra/thought-provoker,
Zotar/invoker and Ratu/teacher. Zarathurstrians believe in Good Thoughts, Good Words,
and Good Deeds.

The Zarathushtrian sacred text is called the Avesta. The five Gathas in the Avesta are the
very divinely inspired words of, Asho Zarathushtra Spitaman; the holiest of the holies. The
Zarathushtrian vision is the first scientific view in terms of; ethics, metaphysics and
epistemology, dating back somewhere between 4 to 8 thousand years. According to
Zarathushtra there is only one deity, Mazda/Wisdom worthy of: worship, praise and
celebration. True Zoroastrians follow the path of Asha (righteousness), one should choose
to the right thing because it is right. Our belief teaches us to respect these four elements:
Water, Fire, Air and Earth because they sustain human life. Zarathushtra says that the
divine is present within each one of us and in all things. This divine flame should not be
contaminated, but sustained by good thoughts, good words and good deeds. In the
Avestan text Yasna 17.11, Zarathushtra expresses his beautiful thought by speaking of the
fire in all things, the fire within each one of us. If the divine is present in all of us, then one
must accept that Humans are divine, sacred and holy. In fact all beings with life are a
divine. Zarathushtra is the first person to advocate freedom of choice; this is why
Zarathushtra is known to be the father of free will.

“Zoroastrianism has been identified as one of the key early events in the development of
philosophy.”

Blackburn, Simon (1994). The Oxford Dictionary of Philosophy. Oxford: Oxford University
Press.

California Zoroastrian Center

8952 Hazard Ave. Westminster, CA 92683
Email: info @czcjournal.org
Tel: (714) -893-4737
Fax: (714) - 894- 9577
www.czcjournal.org
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Editor Notes sy sHarooz AsH

. Principal of Choice — Faravaraneh
Cover H |St0ry Zoroastrianism is the oldest reflective religion in the world, mainly practiced in
Iran. Iranians are proud of their heritage, and pride themselves on being worsh-
IN MEMORIAM: DR. FARHANG MEHR ..PG 4 ippers of good thoughts, words and deeds, the three main tenets of Zoroastria-
nism. Recent statistics estimate high numbers in Iran and surrounding Iranian
4 speaking provinces revering and admiring their historical traditional roots and
NeWS are embracing their indigenous identity. The interest and piety is strong;

worshipers practice with affection and speak of their religious affinity. We see
e THE CYPRESS OF ABARKUH IN YAZD, IRAN: ONE OF

THE WORLD’S OLDEST TREES ...PG5S

e SOME ANCIENT IRANIAN HISTORICAL SITES (Aryan Vieja) at least over 7500 years ago; so he is known to be the father of
THAT PRE-DATE THE ADVENT OF ISLAM IN IRAN freewill. Instead of tribalism he advocated that each individual should be allowed

similar trends in Greater Iran (surrounding Iranian speaking countries).

Tribalism was rejected by a Man named Zarathushtra in the Iranian dominion

...PG5 to freely think and make choices.
e AN 2018 FEZANA AGM PLANNING UNDERWAY Here is a statement by Professor Kaikhosrov D. Irani.:
..PG6 “Zarathustra declares this to be a vision to be chosen by each individual by
e “I FELT WELCOME ONCE AGAIN IN THE himself or herself. He doesn’t say individuals of this kind or that kind belonging
COMMUNITY PG7 to this group or that group. This is an individual faith. And therefore it is
e LIKE SUGAR IN MILK PG 7 absolutely inconceivable that he would have thought that this applies only to this

group or that group. His whole approach was to move from tribalism to
e WHAT HAPPENS TO YOUR BRAIN WHEN YOU

individuality.”
STOP BELIEVING IN GO ...PG8

The above statement by Professor Irani means; that no person is born into a
belief, no tribal authority should dictate religious policy on the entire society
marginalizing individuals and prohibiting them freedom of choice. In Gathas
Gatha | song 5, Zarathushtra condemns the clergy for using tribal methods prohibiting
individual freedom and taking away happiness (Ushta). According to
e SCIENCE AND SPIRITUALITY ...PG9 Zarathushtra all men and women are born free with innate capacity to think and
reason, and in fact Ahura-Mazda created us such that freewill constitutes an
attribute of human existence. Zarathushtra, Cyrus the Great and Firdausi were
great free thinkers; they tried to liberate humans from bondage and mental

Humanity

slavery. Indeed a very noble act from the greatest the world has ever seen.
California Zoroastrian

e ONLINE PROTESTS AS IRANIAN ZOROASTRIAN Center HAPPY

COUNCILLOR SUSPENDE ...PG11
Zoroastrian Journal

Chase Bank Nowrouz
Culture &

History

Acc # 421,334675.,6

e FIRST DASTOOR MEHERIJIRANA LIBRARY: THE

OXFORD OF GUJARAT ...PG12
General
e |LEGACY OF THE PHRYGIAN CAP ...PG 13
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IN MEMORIAM:
DR. FARHANG

MEHR

SOURCE:
WIKIPEDIA

In Memoriam: Farhang Mehr

Farhang Mehr was an Iranian-
born American Zoroastrian
scholar and politician born in
Iran on 11 December, 1923. He
was very active in the
Zoroastrian community, writi-
ng books and giving lectures to
acquaint the world with Iran’s
oldest religion. He also served
as the President of the
Zoroastrian Anjuman of The-
ran for 12 years. Professor
Emeritus at the Frederick S.
Global

Studies at Boston University,

Pardee School of
he had moved permanently to
California, where he died on
March 14, aged 94.

His early life

Mehr was born to a Zoro-
astrian family in Tehran, Iran.
His father, Mehraban Mehr,
was from the province of
Kerman, and at the age of 14
migrated to Tehran for greater
economic and social oppor-
tunities. He went on to
become chief accountant in
the Majlis Showraye Melli par-
liament, predecessor of the
Islamic Consultative Assembly.

His mother Paridokht was a

Cover Story

granddaughter of Khajeh

Barkhordar, a Zoroastrian
Yazdi immigrant to Tehran.
Farhang was raised as a devout
Zoroastrian and a patriotic
Iran. Upon graduating from
the Polytechnic with a degree
in mechanical engineering, he
joined Tehran University and
obtained a bachelor’s degree
from the School of Law,
Economics  and Political
Science. Then he went to
England, where he received an
L.L.M. from London School of
Economics,  University  of
London, and a Ph.D. from

University of Southampton. (in
1975, he was awarded LL.D.
(honoris causa) by the University of
Pennsylvania.) Returning to
Tehran in 1957, Dr Mehr
joined the National Iranian Qil
Company as head of the
Department of Inter-national
Contracts and  Indus-trial
Relations. In this period, he
also served as advisor to the
Minister ~ of = Commerce.
Subsequently, at the invitation
of the Minister of Finance, Dr
Mehr moved to that ministry
where he consecutively held
the following positions:
Director General of Qil and
International Relations, Gove-
rnor for Iran in OPEC, Director
General of Economic Affairs
and Monopolies, Deputy
Minister in charge of finance
(revenue and treasury) and econ-
omic affairs. He was then nom-
inated by the prime minister to
serve as the Minister of
Finance. However, he could
not become a minister under
Iran’s constitutional law, wh-
ich preserved the ministerial
posts for Muslims only. Thus,

he became General Deputy

Minister. During the prem-
Abbas

served as

iership of  Amir
Hoveyda, Mehr
Acting Minister for several
months. Mehr then resigned
to register his opposition to
the relevant discriminatory
provision in the constitutional
law. Prime Minister Hoveyda
responded by offering Dr
Mehr the position of Deputy
Prime Minister with all the
privileges of a minister except
the title. To continue to
demonstrate his opposition to
the laws affecting non-
Muslims, after a few months
of serving in that position
Mehr resigned with publicity.
He then assumed the position
of chairman of the board and
executive director of the
largest insurance company in
Iran, Bimeh-ye Iran. In this
position, he created a new
regulatory agency for
insurance, called the Central
Insurance Company. He also
initiated the insurance pools
within the framework of the
Regional Corporation for
Development (RCD), as well as
the College of Insurance for
training of insurance staff
among lIran,
Pakistan. The building of the

famous Shah Abbas Hotel in

Turkey, and

Isfahan was during Dr Mehr’s
presidency in Bimeh-yeh Iran.
During this time, he continued
to serve as Iranian Governor
for OPEC. In addition to his
governmental positions, Dr
Mehr was also teaching at
Military

Iran’s Academy,

Tehran University, National
University of Iran, College of
Accounting and College of
Insurance. He served on the

board of trustees of several

universities and  colleges.
Farhang Mehr’s last position in
Iran, prior to the Islamic
Revolution of 1979, was
president of Pahlavi University
in  Shiraz. During his
presidency, the university
became internationally known
for its academic excellence
and for instituting innovative
policies that were later
adopted by other developing
countries. In 1973, the
International Health Organiz-
ation (WHO) chose Pahlavi
University as the center for
giving
courses to the faculties of the

on-the-job  training

medical schools in south
Mediterranean countries. In
recognition of his valuable
services Dr Mehr was the first
and only non-Muslim Iranian
decorated with first rank
Homayoun Medallion and
second rank Taj Medalion.

In 1981, two years after the
establishment of the Revolut-
ionary Islamic Republic of Iran,
Farhang Mehr immigrated to
the United States. There he
joined Boston University as
Professor of International Rel-
ations, at what is now the
Pardee Global

Studies. In 1982 on Now Ruz,

School of

Dr. Mehr received a certificate
in  appreciation of the
contribution of Iranians to life
in the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts from Governor
Michael Dukakis. He retired in
1997.

Zoroastrian activism

Mehr was very active in
Zoroastrian communities wo-
rldwide. In his youth, he orga-
nized Sazeman-e Javanan-e
Zartoshti, with the goal of

fostering unity and awareness

among Zoroastrian youth,
particularly in their struggle to
obtain more rights in Iran. In
1949, Mehr was elected to
Anjoman-e Zartoshtian-e The-
ran as its youngest member.
Having left for England in
1950, he joined the Zoro-
astrian Association of Europe
in London and continued to
regularly contribute articles to
the Zororastrian monthly
journal Hukht, published in
Tehran. On his return to Iranin
1957, Dr Mehr again assumed
an active role in the Zoro-
astrian community and was
elected chairman of the
Tehrani Zoroastrian Anjoman,
a position he held until the
Islamic Revolution of 1979. He
was a founder of the Ancient
Iranian Cultural Society. Dr
Mehr attended all World
Zoroastrian Congresses since
their inception in 1960 and
was a founder of the World
Zoroastrian Organization (WzO).
Professor Mehr trave-led
extensively and gave lectures
in America, Canada, Europe,
Australia, the Soviet Union and
China. He published 12 books
in Persian and English on
industrial law, social
insurance, religion and intern-
ational relations, including The
Zoroastrian Tradition and A
Colonial Legacy, along with 80
articles in professional jou-
rnals. In addition to his public-
ations, he gave numerous
television and radio intervi-
ews. Prof. Mehr leaves behind
his wife, Parichehr Naderi, and
Mehrdad,

Mehran and Mitra. A biogra-

three children:
phy of his life, Triumph Over
Discrimination by Lylah Alph-
onse was published in 2000.
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THE CYPRESS OF
ABARKUH IN
YAZD, IRAN: ONE
OF THE WORLD’S

OLDEST TREES
BY :
SHAROOZ ASH

'\designs. Whether it be inl a

One of the oldest living things
in the world, the Cypress of
Abarkuh in Iran, also known as
the Zoroastrian Sarv and Sarv-
e  Abarkuh, has been
speculated by botanists to be
at least 4,000 years old!

Over the

years, many

researchers  from  Japan,
Russia, China and Iran have
tried to determine the tree’s
age. Speculations of it being up
to 8,000 years old have been
made, although most say the
number is more likely to be
around 4,000-4,500.
Abarkuh’s Cypress Rings a Bell
in a Poem

Persian historian and poet
Hamdallah Mustawfi wrote
about this ancient fountain of
life in 1339AD, saying, “There
stands a cedar which has great
fame in world. Compared to its
neighboring ones in Keshmir
and Balkh, this one is bigger
and taller...”

Throughout the long history of
Persia, the cedar tree has

played a very important role in

the design of Persian gardens

and in many patterns and

4 1}

stucco relief, painting or even
a textile pattern, the
evergreen cedar has been a
very meaningful symbol in
Persian culture. In Zoroas-
trianism, the cedar tree was of
great value, due to its
properties of staying green all
year round, and it has often
symbolically represented Zor-
oaster; hence the name
Zoroastrian Sarv. Tree planting
in Persia also dates back to
time of Zoroastrian influence,
when the tree was regarded as
very sacred. There is a fairy
tale about the tree, which says
it was first planted by
Zoroaster; others believe it
was planted by Japheth, the
son of Noah. It is hard to say if
either story is true. However,
we know that in
Zoroastrianism and also in
ancient Iran, the cypress was
of great importance.
The Livelihood of

Abarkuh

Sarv-e

Of course, no tree can go on
living and breathing for so
many millennia and not gain
massive stature. The Cypress
of Abarkuh has done just that.
Standing at a height of about
30 meters, it’s even higher
than some 10-story buildings!
Its  enormous  trunk s
approximately 4.5 meters
thick, with massive branches
as thick as 1.5 meters attached

toit.

It is recognized by most
sources to be the second or
third oldest living non-clonal
tree in the world.
Despite not having the
number one ranking, it is
actually one of the healthiest

of the remaining ancient trees.

SOME ANCIENT
IRANIAN
HISTORICAL
SITES THAT PRE-
DATE THE
ADVENT OF

ISLAM IN IRAN
BY

ese

The history of Iran can be
divided into two parts:
written and unwritten. The
unpublished part consists of
8,000 years,

confirmed by objects and

more than
historical artworks
discovered in different parts
of Iran. But the written and
documented part of Iran’s
history starts at about
1250BC, and the most
important document of this
period is the temple of

Choghazenbil in Khuzestan.

Choghazenbil Temple

An ancient temple complex

in Khuzestan province,
Choghazenbil (or Tchogha
Zanbil) is a mud-brick

structure that still stands
after 3,500 years. The temple
was founded by the Elamite
king Untash-Napirisha as a
religious center around
1250BC. It is the largest
ziggurat outside of
Mesopotamia and the best
preserved of this type of
stepped pyramidal
monument. This unique
monument identifies the
most prominent and
distinctive features of the
culture, beliefs and ritual
traditions of one of the
oldest indigenous peoples of
Iran. It was the first Iranian
ancient work recorded by

UNESCO in 1979.

Pasargad Tomb

Pasargadae was the first
royal Achaemenid capital in
the province of Pars, founded
on the orders of Cyrus the
Great and dating back to
529BC. It is also the site of his
tomb. Achaemenid archi-

tectural elements in this
complex, such as gardens,
palaces and temples, still
attract the attention of the
world. Pasargadae was the
capital of the first great
multicultural  empire in
Western Asia. Covering the
eastern Mediterranean and

Egypt up to the Indus Valley

in the east, it is considered
the first empire to respect
the cultural diversity of its
different peoples, and this is
reflected in the architecture

at Pasargadae.

Persepolis

Persepolis is located 60km
northeast of the city of
Shiraz, in the province of
Fars. Founded by Darius | in
518BC, it was the capital of
the Achaemenid Empire. It
was built on an immense
half-artificial, half-natural
terrace, where the king of
kings created an impressive
palace complex inspired by
Mesopotamian models. The
importance and quality of
the monumental ruins make
it a unique archaeological
site. UNESCO declared the
ruins of Persepolis a World

Heritage Site in 1979.

Bishapur

Bishapur is located 125km
west of Shiraz. This historic
Sassanid city was located on
the Pars route to llam, and
along the path leading to the
city of the Sassanid Estakhr
and the capital of Ctesiphon.
Bishapur was founded by

Shapur, the second Sassanid

Publication of California Zoroastrian Center | 5
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king, to celebrate his victory
over the Romans in 260AD.
The name Bishapur derives
Bay-Sapidr,  which
Lord Shapur. The

from

means
most important feature of
this city is the combination of
Persian and Roman
architecture not been seen
before in any lIranian city.
Before Bishapur was built,
almost all major cities in
Persia had circular shapes
like the old cities of Firuzabad
or Darab .The city is one of
the first examples of
architecture with vertical and
horizontal  streets, and

Roman models were

specifically used in the urban

design.

Bisotun

The oldest and largest carved
wall in the world dates back
to the 8th/7th century BC
and is 20m long, 6m high and
87m above ground. Bisotun is
located along the old trade
route from the Iranian high
plateau to Mesopotamia and
displays remnants of
prehistory to mid-
Achaemenid, Sassanid and
Ilkhanid periods. The most
important part of these
carvings is Darius I's victory
over his opponents, which is
fully explained in pictures
and writing. It is unique,
being the only known
monumental text of the
Achaemenids to document a

specific historical event, that

of the restoration of the

empire by Darius | the Great.

Shahr-e Sokhta, Burnt City

The Burnt City is one of the
symbols of the great
civilization of the Sistan Plain,
and is one of the greatest
ancient cities of Iran’s
plateau. It is located in Sistan
and Baluchistan Province,
near the Zahedan-Zabol
road. It was founded in
3200BC, and due to fires in
two periods between then
and 2750 BC, the city is
known as the Burnt City.
Recent excavations led to the
discovery of a ruler with
millimeter measurement
units. Experts believe now
that the ancient residents of
the city used precise units for
measurements and were
skilled in

mathematics and geometry.

areas of

The city was placed on the
UNESCO World Heritage List
in 2014.

Bam Citadel

The largest mud brick
building in the world and an
outstanding example of an
ancient fortified settlement,
Bam Citadel was about
180,000 square meters (44
acres) in size, with walls 6-7m

high. It had 38 watchtowers,

INews

four entrance gates and an
outer defense wall
surrounded by a moat. The
origin of this enormous
citadel on the Silk Road can
be traced back to the
Achaemenid Empire. Its
heyday was from the seventh
to the eleventh centuries,
being at the crossroads of
important trade routes and
known for the production of

silk and cotton clothing.

Shushtar Aquatic Structures
The  Shushtar  Historical
Hydraulic System in
Khuzestan can be traced back
to Darius the Great in the 5th
century BC. It involved the
creation of two main
diversion canals on the river
Karun one of which, the
Gargar canal, still provides
water to the city of Shushtar
via a series of tunnels that
supply water to mills. It forms
a spectacular cliff from which
water cascades into a
downstream basin. It then
enters the plain south of the
city where it has allowed for
the planting of orchards and
farming over an area of

40,000 hectares.

Takht-e Soleyman
Takht-e

Soleyman, also
known as Azar Goshnasp (the
Fire of the Warrior Kings), is

an archaeological site in

West Azarbaijan, dating back
around 3,000 years. It was
the largest educational,
social and religious center of
Iran before Islam. But in
624AD,

during an attack by the

it was destroyed

Roman emperor Heraclius.
Takht-e Sulaiman was the
main sanctuary and the most
important site of
Zoroastrianism, the Sas-
sanian state religion. The site
includes the principal
Zoroastrian sanctuary partly
Ilkhanid

(Mongol) period (13th century)

rebuilt in the

as well as a temple of the
Sasanian period (6th and 7th
centuries) dedicated to
Anabhita.

The Siraf Port

An ancient city located in the
central part of Kangan in
Bushehr province, the port of
Siraf was the first Sassanid-
Islamic city in Iran to observe
the peaceful coexistence of
different peoples and
nations. Historical evidence
confirms that Bushehr, and
particularly the port of Siraf,
was the major center of
Sassanid-Islamic  maritime
navigation in the Persian Gulf
region, and seamen traveled
from this area to other places
around the globe and oceans.
In ancient times, the Siraf
was a Jewish city, and the
main occupation of its
inhabitants was the silk

trade.

AN 2018
FEZANA AGM
PLANNING
UNDERWAY

e

\N= )=/

We are pleased to report that
planning for the 2018
FEZANA  Annual
Meeting (AGM) -- hosted by

the California Zoroastrian

General

Center (CZC), in Westm-
inster, California -- is well
underway.

The three-day AGM will take
place over the last weekend
of April (April 27-29, 2018),
with  Pre-AGM  activities
planned for all
Thursday, April 26. There will

day on

also be a post-AGM session
on the afternoon of Sunday,
April 29. See below for
program schedule.

The venue for the AGM and
all events, unless otherwise
stated, is CZC Westminster
(8952 Ave.,
Westminster, CA 92683).

Representatives from FEZ-

Hazard

ANA Member Associations
and Corresponding Mem-
bers, as well as FEZANA
Committee Chairs and Com-
mittee members are encou-
raged to attend. The meeting
is open to the public;
however, all attendees are
requested to register
enabling an accurate head-

count for our hosts for
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various planned events
throughout the weekend.
Please inform the FEZANA
Administrative Office
(admin@fezana.org ) and the

FEZANA

Secretary

(secretary@fezana.org)

if you plan to attend. Visit
https://fezana.org/2018-

fezana-annual-general-

meeting

for updated 2018 AGM info
on the FEZANA website
including transportation and
hotel accommodation in-
formation.Contact the FEZ-
ANA Sec-retary or FEZANA
Admi-nistrative Office with
any questions. TENTATIVE
SCHEDULE OF AGM WEEK-
END ACTIVITIES

THURSDAY APRIL 26, 2018
PRE-AGM ACTIVITIES
10:00am -12:15pm

Jashan followed by
presentation by  North
American Mobeds Council
(NAMC)

2:00 - 5:00pm

Special presentations by
FEZANA Committees

5:30pm

Social Event by CZC

FRIDAY APRIL 27, 2018
9:00am-5:00pm

FEZANA AGM DAY 1

6:00 pm

Dinner at ZAC-LA (1424 E.
Walnut Ave., Orange, CA)
SATURDAY APRIL 28, 2018
9:00am-5:00pm

FEZANA AGM DAY 2

7:00pm

Gala Evening at CZC West-
minster (S)

SUNDAY APRIL 29, 2018
9:00am-12:30pm

FEZANA AGM DAY 3

1:00 pm

Boxed Lunch

3:00 —5:00 pm

POST-AGM event:

WZCC meeting at CZC Valley

Center in Los Angeles

“I FELT
WELCOME ONCE
AGAIN IN THE

COMMUNITY”

BY:
LINAH BALIGA,
MUMBAI MIRROR

Funded by reformists, a Pune
fire temple welcomes those
who married non-Parsis. A
group of reformist Parsis on
Monday raised the banner of
revolt against orthodoxy by
inaugurating a fire temple in
Pune that not only recognizes
children of Parsis who have
married outside the community,
but also allows non-Parsis entry.
The fire temple, where the
eternal fire was lit by ten
mobeds (priests), of which two
are from Mumbai, has been
funded by donors like top
lawyer Fali Nariman, corporate
head honcho Cyrus Guzdar,
former advocate general and
senior counsel Darius
Khambhata, industry-alist Anu
Aga and the Pirojshah Godrej
Foun-dation. The Rs 2.5-crore
fire temple, located in Pune’s
Kondhva area, is likely to stir a
controversy and will range the
reformists under the umbrella
of Association for Revival of
Zoroastrianism  against  the
orthodox who have for decades
rejected reforms to protect the
community’s racial purity. The
inauguration, marked by a
‘jashan’ ceremony, was att-
ended by over 100 Parsis and

non-Parsis, some of whom were

News

ex-comm-unicated for marrying
outs-ide the community. Seti-
deh Irani, 30, attended the
opening service with her non-
Parsi husband Manish Upad-
hyay and their nine-month-old
daughter. lIrani said she felt
welcome in the community
once again. “I am happy that |
will be able to bring back my
child and introduce her to my
religion. One of the purposes of
this fire temple is also to allow
people from other faiths to
learn about Zoroastrianism,”
she said. Vispy Wadia, a
reformist, said the comm-unity
is facing extinction bec-ause
those who have married outside
the community are being dis-
criminated against. “We firmly
believe that Zoroastrianism is a
universal religion. This fire
temple will strive to ensure that
there is no discrimination. More
than being a bold step, it is a
progressive step,” said Wadia.
Wadia said the conflict between
the liberals and the trade-
tionalists boiled down to a
“nonexistent  racial  purity”
which the orthodox have held
dear for centuries. “No race is
pure or impure. We are pure
and impure only by our
thoughts. Over 40 percent of
Parsis marry outside the
community. This trend seems to
have become irreversible now.
Even our respected Dasturs and
Vada-Dasturs (priests and head
priests) have failed to guard their
folk as their children have had
inter-caste marriages too. It,
therefore, makes sense to
accept at least children and
spouses of Parsis who have
married outside the community
as the declining population
trend cannot be otherwise
reversed,” said Wadia. The Parsi
Zoroastrian population in India

is diminishing fast and will

diminish faster in the years to
come because 35 percent of
Parsis are in the age group of 60
and above. In about 20 years,
there will be no more than
20,000 Zoroastrians in India.
More than 30 Zoroastrian
Anjumans in various towns and
villages of Gujarat and Maha-
rashtra are defunct because
there are no Zoroastrians left
there. Carl Rodin, 22, Emily
Rodin, 25, and Yakub Rodin, 18
flew all the way from Norway to
be a part of the ‘jashan’. Their
grandmother Meher Span-berg
is a Parsi who married a Chr-
istian and thus had to forfeit the
right to enter a fire temple. “Itis
wonderful to be witness to
centuries-old traditions and this
is our first time in a fire temple.
We learnt about the importance
of fire, the meaning of worship,
and the goodness of this
religion,” said Emily. Ave Mehta,
a Parsi married to a Punjabi, said
she had to perform her da-
ughter Aibara’s ‘navjote’ in a
private ceremony with the help
of a liberal priest. “My daughter
is now married to a Parsi,” she
said. Mehta described the
inauguration of the new fire

“

temple as “a momentous
occasion and a forward thinking
decision to help up the
dwindling numbers.” Dasturji
Khushroo Fali Madon, who
worked at the J D Agiary in
Colaba for 20 years, headed the
‘jashan’ ceremony. “If you read
the book of five ‘gathas’ or
spiritual hymns composed by
Zaratharustra, it mentions that
non-Parsis can follow our
religion. Unfortunately, our so-
called orthodox scholars think
otherwise,” he said.The new fire
temple will perform navjotes of
children from inter-racial mar-
riages and solemnize marriages

and perform funeral rituals.

LIKE SUGAR IN

MILK

SOURCE:
DOLLY DASTOOR
PH.D, FEZANA
JOURNAL

Majlend Bramo, a
documentary photographer
from Florence, Italy, who has
been traveling to India since
2014, has produced a visual
documentary of the Parsi
community, in a book Like
Sugar in Milk. It is a visual
journey into the traditions,

culture and religion of the

Parsis, with the aim of
documenting a valuable
community that is

unfortunately declining in
numbers. Shernaz Cama of
UNESCO Parzor has written
the preface of the book,
which is of great added value.
published by Jak

Printers in Mumbai at the

It was

end of February, but a pre-
sale order of 300 books is
needed to cover their
printing costs. The cost per
copy is INR 1800 (US$28) in
this phase and will be
increased after pre-sale is
over. Find out more at
https://www.majlendbramo.
com/. To order a copy, please
contact Majland Bramo

At photbramo@gmail.com.
The book will make a good

gift for all occasions.

Publication of California Zoroastrian Center | 7


mailto:admin@fezana.org
mailto:secretary@fezana.org
https://fezana.org/2018-fezana-annual-general-meeting
https://fezana.org/2018-fezana-annual-general-meeting
https://fezana.org/2018-fezana-annual-general-meeting

==

The Zoroastrian Journal

WHAT HAPPENS
TO YOUR BRAIN
WHEN YOU
STOP
BELIEVING IN
GOD

By:
Caroline Beaton,
originally

published in Tonic

God didn't

My belief in

spontaneously  combust—it
faded. | lost my virginity at 16.
| stopped going to church. |
snuck out past curfew. As
punishment, my mom made
me memorize Bible verses,
and | recited them like recipes.
| wasn't the only kid who
stopped believing. A record
number of young Americans
(35 percent) report no
religious  affiliation, even
though 91 percent of us grew
up in religiously affiliated
households.

Our disbelief was gradual.
Only 1 percent of Americans
raised with religion who no
longer believe became
unaffiliated through a onetime
“crisis of faith”. Instead, 36
percent became
disenchanted, and another 7

percent said their views

evolved. It's like believing in

Santa Claus. Psychologists
Thalia Goldstein and
Jacqueline  Woolley  have

found that children’s disbelief
in Santa Claus is progressive,
not instan-taneous. First kids
think that the Santa in the mall
or library is real, then they
think he’s not real but still
magically communicates with

the actual Santa, and so on,

until they finally realize that
Santa is composed of
costumed actors. “Kids don’t
just  turn  [belief] off,”
Goldstein says.

Likewise, losing faith happens
in pieces. | used to love this
illustrated children’s Bible my
mom gave me. Long-faced
Jonah inside a yawning blue
whale felt warm and right. My
brain made these feelings.
When we enjoy religious or
associated experiences, like
snuggling up with Mom
reading the Bible, our brain’s
reward circuits activate. Over
time, religious ideas become
rewarding in and of
themselves. This is a powerful,
unconscious moti-vation to
keep believing.

“Religion works exactly like a
drug—like cocaine, or

methamphetamine—or  like

INews

music, or like romantic love,”
says Jeffrey Anderson, a
radiology professor at the
University of Utah who studies
religion in the brain. “All of
those experiences on some
level tap into rewards. The
physiology is really the same.”
When | began to see my
colorful Bible as boring and
childish, those same reward
circuits likely became less
active. Religious
experiences produced
less pleasure. This
happens involuntarily
in people with
Parkinson’s  disease,
which  compromises
the brain’s reward
centers. In turn,
Anderson tells me,
people who develop
Parkinson’s are much
more likely to lose
their faith. In sixth grade, |
learned that humans evolved
over six million years, not
seven days. Ironically, the
brain’s evolution is what
enables us to believe in
religion at all. Most
components of religious belief
are stored in the most evolved
region of the brain, the frontal
lobe. This may explain why
religion is uniquely human.

For many years | believed in
both creationism, with a God
whose hand | could shake, and
evolution, a cold, scientific
world that cared nothing
about me. Because when we
lose  faith, our brain’s
preexisting belief networks
don’t dissolve. They're
updated, like a wardrobe.
“Even if someone abandons or
converts [religions], it’s not

like they’re throwing out all

the clothes they own and now
buying a whole new set,” says
Jordan Grafman, director of
brain injury research at the
Shirley Ryan AbilityLab and a
professor Northwestern Univ-
ersity. “You pick and choose
what you leave and what you

n

keep.” New beliefs join the
same neurological framew-ork
as old ones. It’s even possible
that an existing belief network
paves the way for additional
beliefs. Woolley has found
that kids who believe in
fantastical beings are more
likely to believe in new ones
invented by researchers. “I
think it’s because they already
have this network that [the
new belief] kind of fits into,”
she explains. Sometimes the
new beliefs resemble the old
ones; sometimes they don't.
As | tried to reconcile my belief
in God with my growing
knowledge of the natural
world, | drew arbitrary
distinctions. God couldn’t see
me poop but he could hear me
pray, | decided. Eventually |
couldn’t figure out how,
physically, he could do either.
This scientific descent from
religion is common. Pew’s
2016 survey on why now-
unaffiliated Americans lost
faith yielded explanations such
as, “Rational thought makes
religion go out the window,”
“Lack of any sort of scientific or
specific evidence of a creator,”
and “I'm a scientist now, and |
don't believe in miracles.”

But it’s not just science that
sways our beliefs; it's the
culture of science. Others’
testimony critically influences
our belief systems. We

arduously convince young

children to believe in Santa,
and they do. Testimony
dictates religious beliefs, too.
For example, psychologist
Rebekah Richert has found
that if you frame a fantastical
story as a religious story,
children raised in religious
households will believe it. If
you don’t frame it religiously,
they’ll call your bluff. When we
get to college, however,
cultural testimony changes. An
analytical, scientific view
reigns, and there’s little room
for God. We staggered home
from parties pontificating on
the pointless evil of Western
religion. We made friends by
cynically confessing our doubt.
College is “very likely to
challenge the more
conservative belief systems
we have in our brains,”
Grafman says. It deflates our
adolescent faith. When we
finally break up with religion,
we rebound. Eventually, non-
religious people who once had
religious epiphanies get those
same feelings from being in
nature, or from seeing
profound scientific ideas
expressed, Anderson says.
“The context changes but the
experience doesn't.” Most
non-religious  people are
“passionately committed to
some ideology or other,”
explains Patrick McNamara, a
neurology professor at Boston
University School of Medicine.
These  passions  function
neuro-logically as “faux reli-
gions.” For me, | like to think of
my religious roots as overgro-
wn but not buried. In some
improbable way, | hope whoe-
ver they represent is watching

me learn.
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SCIENCE AND
SPIRITUALITY

BY
MOBED BEHRAM
S. DEBOO

The word science evokes a

deep curiosity about all
things that exist within and
without, here and beyond.
Many great scientists have
defined it in so many ways
that it would be impossible to
mention them all. However,
let us see what Carl Sagan has
to say: “Science is a way of
thinking much more thanitis
a body of knowledge.” This
one sentence sums up the
whole body of science. In a
letter to Hans Miihsam dated
July 9th, 1951, an elderly
Albert Einstein observed:
“One thing | have learnedin a
long life: that all our science,
measured against reality, is
primitive and childlike — and
yet it is the most precious
thing we have.”

Spirituality exists on the
personal level. It does not
manifest in thought and
words only, but in deeds
performed to further
humanity in a more
compassionate spectrum so
that we all can look at
another human being with

our soul’s eyes.

Spirituality is consciousness
of the awakened state of our

deeper inner being.

This reminds me of a prayer
called Vispa Humata. This is a
prayer to be recited after
praying Khorshed and Mehr
Niyaesh. Both prayers are
dedicated to the universal
energy of the sun and divinity
(celestial light) embedded in

it. The prayer is in Avesta and

Gatha

done are performed by the
awakened consciousness.
Baodho means awakened
consciousness. Well here
means good, pure and
righteous. Vispa means all. In
Sanskrit, it is Vishva.

2. All that is not well-

thought, all that is not well-

SCIENCE &
SPIRITUALITY

. -

called VISPA HUMATA.

(google image)

1. Vispa Humata, Vispa

Hukhta, Vispa Havershta
Baodha-varshta;
2. Vispa Dushmata,

Vispa Duzakhta, Vispa

Duzvarshta Noit boadho-
varshta.

3. Vispa Humata, Vispa
Hukhta, Vispa Havershta
Vahishtem Anghuim ashaeta.
4, Vispa Dushmata,

Vispa Duzukhta, Vispa

Duzvarshta Achishtem

Anghuim Ashaeta

5. Vispanamcha

Hukhtanam
Vahishta

Anghui; Aat hacha chithrem

Humatanam

Havareshtanam

ashaone. Ashem Vohu (1).

Translation:
1. All (that is) well-
thought, all that is well-

spoken and all that is well-

spoken and all that is not
well-done are not performed
by the awakened
consciousness. Here not well
means bad or evil.

3. All  that is well-
thought, all that is well-
spoken and all that is well-
done bring about the best
existence. Here Vahsihtem
anghuim means Baheshte
barin. It leads all persons to
the best physical as well as
spiritual existence.

4. All that is not well-
thought, all that is not well-
spoken and all that is not
well-done bring about the
worst existence physically
and spiritually.

5. All good thoughts, all
good words and all good
deeds bring the best
existence which the
righteous people know it as

such. Here good means

beneficial, productive and

constructive. (B. Deboo).

Here, we see the awakened
soul in its existentialism
entwined with spirituality. It
arises from our mental
consciousness which looks
within the soul for more
clarity. So spirituality is
enmeshed with the mind and
soul. It looks at science and
wonders through its eyes
about the enormity of the
cosmos, nature and all that
exists in its incomprehensible
complexity, from a living cell
to giant species. Thus,
science plays an important
role in unfolding the
unknown facts. At times,
science can’'t be exact,
especially, when it comes to
theoretical science  and
quantum science that s
often not amenable to
experimental proof.
Einstein’s Theory of Relativity
is confirmed by scientific
methods. Then we look at
science with awe and

wonder.

The most important point is
that science changes as the
base of knowledge increases.
This we know from the fact
that the Newton’s
absolutism of time and space
was overturned by Einstein’s
relativity theory. So it is a
good thing that science can
change for the betterment of
the world, rather than
remain  stuck in  one
dimension. Spirituality varies
from individual to individual.

It is subjective to the pursuit

of values, reality and

understanding through

individual consciousness.

What it is spiritual not to do
in one culture may be not so
in another culture. For

example, Hindus do not
believe in killing cows, but
that is not the case in
Western countries where
beef is part of an everyday
diet. For this reason, what is
moral and immoral is more
subjective than objective,
though we know that killing
an animal is not good.
However, in nature, one life’s
end is the meal of another
creature. How can we explain
that or even justify that?! In
the natural world, one
species survives over the
others by consuming another
species. This is very ironic,
given the human emotions of
mercy, compassion and
caring. Your spiritual
consciousness may question
why an innocent fawn or
deer could be a meal for a
tiger or a lion. However in
nature, the rule of survival of

the fittest does operate.

There is no clear answer from
a humanitarian viewpoint. It
is what it has been for many
millennia. How can we
change a hawk attacking a
small bird for its meal? Is
nature kind? | don’t think so.
They are all victims of
evolution that took place
over  generations  after
generations. Our own

ancestors were carnivores.

They survived on hunting
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until fire, the wheel and the
plough were invented. So we
are in constant in flux, as
Buddhism says.

where

There are times

people have fallen for
pseudo-science and pseudo-
spirituality, which is
unfortunate, and the reason
is unquestioned faith in a
personality and what it
offers. Such examples are
numerous throughout the
world. That’s why in Yasna
30.2, Zarathushtra wants us
to listen with our ears and an
awakened mind and then
decide on our own. Thus, he
gives us Free Will to act with

consequences in mind.

In Yasna 31.7, Zarathushtra
talks about the beginning of
all science that came about in
the very existence through
the mind and wisdom of

Mazda.

yastal,2 maita3 pouruyosd
raochébish5 -
hvathra7

hv68 khrathwa9 damish10
asheml1l — yal2 darayatl3

réithwen6

vahishtem14 man615,

tald mazdal5 mainyldl6

ukhshy617 - yé18 ai19
narémchit20,21 ahura22
hamo23.

He2 whol in the very

beginning4 conceived3 the
thought3, “Let the light7
stream through the
expanding spaces6 to
generate starry firmaments5
(cosmoses).” With wisdom9,

He8 created10 the cosmic

Gatha

1
orderl1l through which12 He
upholds13 the best mind
(best creative, cosmic mind).
This14 (creation), (0]
Mazdals, is still growingl?7
through  (your creative)
spiritl6 which18, O Ahura22
has remained the same, 23
indeed21, up to19 now20. (B.

Deboo)

This verse clearly indicates
that the cosmos came into
existence through the mental
activity of Ahura Mazda.
Through His

mentality,

creative
the whole of
creation came about. So He
is, indeed, the Light of all
lights. His spirit in the
continual growth of creation

is not exhausted but has

= Brain regions activated by religious beliefs

(Google image).

remained the same.
Therefore the fire of Mazda
is, indeed, the symbol of the

Zoroastrian Daena, which is

Zoroastrians  say: Astuye
Daena Vanghuhim, | pledge
to the religion of good
consciousness.  Therefore,
technically all Zoroastrians
are Din-e-vehi, i.e. Behdin —
committed to the practice of
the religion of good
conscience. The behdins are
divided into priestly and non-
classes.

priestly Healing

science  has made an
enormous progress for the
human body but at the same
time, physicians do recognize
the value of spirituality
through prayer. Research has
shown that those who pray
recover faster from an illness
than those who do not pray.

The highest aim of spirituality

is the merging of the soul

with the Divine.

When scientists performed
brain scans after prayer and
meditation, they found the
illumined parts of the brain

and called them “God Spots”.

r

We concur from Gathas that
Zarathushtra did achieve this
pinnacle of spirituality. We
do not see the earth rotating
on its own axis at 1041.7mph
or orbiting the sun at a speed
of 69,360mph. Instead, we
observe the effect of the
motion, such as day and
night, and the seasons. Just
imagine: it takes light eight
minutes to travel from our
sun to our earth, moving at a
speed of 186,000 miles per
second. A distance moved in
one year at such a speed is
called one light year.

Many of our galaxies, stars
and black holes are billions of
light years away from us. Our
vision of the universe is

limited. We can never catch

up with the expanding

cosmos. In the same way, we
are limited with our finite
minds to know the infinite
ultimate reality that exists.

This awesomeness must

make us feel humble and
spiritual.

Science has helped us to
eradicate the superstitious
belief systems that were
passed on from generation to
generation. For example, |
vividly remember as a young
boy people telling me ‘mata
ali’ the goddess mother had
come when one was infected
with smallpox.

We know that that’s not true.
In some African countries,
men believed that raping a
woman could cure their HIV.
These ideas are utter
nonsense.

Another misconception has
been generally understood
by the

ignorant  public

regarding the behavior of

LGBT.

It’s not an acquired trait
but rather genetic
makeup.

Similarly many ailments
have been assigned to
the genes we have
inherited. Thus, science
clarifies the notions we
had before

investigation.

scientific

Science has given us
technology that is also
very destructive. All
kinds of war games,
poison gas, atom
bombs, hydrogen
bombs and other

devices can destroy us.

However, it's  our
spirituality that can save
humanity from destruction.
Because spirituality is love,
comp-assion and caring that
will only help humanity to

survive as a whole system.
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ONLINE
PROTESTS AS
IRANIAN
ZOROASTRIAN
COUNCILLOR
SUSPENDED

SOURCE:
BBC NEWS

October 2017 - The suspension
of Sepanta Niknam, an Iranian
Zoroastrian councillor
[councilman] suspended on
religious grounds, has

polarized opinion among
senior officials of the Islamic
Republic and led to a campaign
on social media calling for him

to be reinstated.

#Sepanta_Niknam has been
used more than 8,100 times on
Twitter since the decision by a
senior court ruling Niknam
could not take his seat in Yazd,
a Muslim majority city, despite
winning election earlier this
year.

nam is one of approximately
25,000 Zoroastrians living in
Iran, a predominantly Shia
Muslim country of 80 million
residents, while Yazd is home
to Iran’s  second-largest
Zoroastrian community, after

Tehran.

Some critics of his suspension
pointed out the Iranian
constitution recognizes
Zoroastrianism as a legal faith
and allows Iranian
Zoroastrians, Jews, Christians,
Assyrians, Chaldeans and
Armenians to each elect one
MP to the national parliament.
Niknam was elected, with

more than 21,000 votes, for a

Humanity

econd successive term in May

as one of the 11 members of

the Yazd City Council.

A complaint was lodged by a
losing conservative candidate
in September on the grounds
of Niknam’s religion, arguing it
was not in keeping with Iran’s
constitution for a member of a
religious minority to make
decisions on behalf of the
whole  population of a
majority-Muslim city.

Iran’s Administrative Court
suspended Mr Niknam and
referred the matter to the
Guardian Council, the
country’s powerful election
watchdog, who agreed with

the suspension.

One Guardian Council cleric
told reporters the verdict was
“definite”.

However, Ali Larijani, the
speaker of Iran’s parliament,
said Mr Niknam’s suspension
was “illegal”, promising to

pursue the case.

Esfandiar Ekhtiari, a

Zoroastrian MP, said the

“«

decision could set a

“«

precedent”, affecting all

future elections”.

“Empty seat of 21,717 votes”

In a video widely shared on
social media, Gholamali Sefid,
chairman of the Yazd City
Council, said he would not
“execute this decision”, and “if
this verdict becomes
permanent, someone else

must replace me to uphold it.”

Venus Ameri, a fellow member
of the Council, posted a photo
on Instagram of  her
colleague’s empty chair during
an official session, adding:
“The empty seat of 21,717
votes in today’s session of the
city council.”

Mehdi Hajati, a member of the
Shiraz City Council, posted a
video on Twitter of his speech
in defence of Mr Niknam,

saying the court ruling “if

allowed to stand, will be a

mockery of Iran’s
constitutional
and ordinary

laws, and will

imperil any
election in the
future.” Mehdi

Moghaddari, a

councillor from

Isfahan, also
raised his
concern on
Twitter. “I

believe | should
do to others as |
would have
them do to me,”

he tweeted.

A number of users pointed to
stark differences in the
treatment of religious
minorities in other parts of the
world, with

some citing

London Mayor Sadiq Khan.

Sadegh Zibakalam, a well-
known university lecturer and
reformist commentator,
tweeted: “A faithful Muslim is
the mayor of London while in
Yazd, Sepanta Niknam has
been expelled from the city
council because he is a
Zoroastrian. They are non-
religious while we are

worshippers of God.”

A letter to Speaker Larijani,
signed by four MPs
representing the province of
Yazd, was also shared by users.
In it, the MPs argued against

any  discrimination and

inequality against Iranians
from every creed, race or

religion.”

One user questioned whether

religious minorities should

refrain from defending their
country in war on religious
grounds: “What does it mean

for a Zoroastrian to defend

their majority Muslim
country?”
Mohammad Ali Abtahi, a

reformist cleric and former
vice-president, shared a photo
on Instagram of a gathering of
several high-profile clerics —
including former President
Mohammad Khatami — saying
all those in the meeting had
“serious

expressed regret”

over Mr Niknam’s suspension.
“The Islamic Republic’s

constitution is clear in

recognizing the rights of
religious  minorities,” he
added.

Reacting to his suspension, Mr
Niknam said he was the “real
winner” and had “become
more popular and better-

known”.

“I hope those in charge look at
the broader picture and
genuinely respect the public’s
vote, as they claim to,” he
added.

Despite this, Mr Niknam

remains suspended.

Update:
IRNA: “On Nov 26, lranian

According to the

legislators approved double
urgency of a bill for
membership  of  religious
minorities and the bill secured
154 yes votes, 23 no votes, and
10 abstention. A total of 204
lawmakers were present at

the parliament session.”
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FIRST DASTOOR
MEHERJIRANA
LIBRARY: THE
OXFORD OF

GUJARAT
EXCERPTED FROM
AN ARTICLE BY
KHORSHED DEBOO,
ORIGINALLY
PUBLISHED IN LIVE
MINT

The restoration of the
holdings of the 145-year-old
First Dastoor Meherjirana

Library in Navsari is an
exercise in reclaiming the
illustrious history of Parsis in
India.

| never saw such a fine
collection in a small town,
and it does honour to the
generosity of the donors and
to the zeal for instruction of
the Parsi population at
Navsari. This visit will remain
one of the best
remembrances of my short
occasion in the Parsi
mofussil.

This inscription, the first
entry in the guestbook of
Navsari’s 145-year-old First
Dastoor Meherjirana Library,
scrawled in the lithe, oblique
hand of James Darmesteter,
a French Orientalist,
translator and scholar of
Iranian philology and
Zoroastrianism, dates back to

January 1887.

Culture & History

The son of a Jewish
bookbinder,

was elected chair of Iranian

Darmesteter

languages at the Colleége de
France in Paris in 1885. He
traveled to India the next
year to trace the origins of a
few Pashto ballads. His 11-
month-long itinerary
included excursions to the
Punjab, Peshawar and
Abbottabad and brief halts in
Bombay  (now
Mumbai) and
Navsari.
An article he
wrote on
Bombay’s oldest
French library, Le
Cercle Littéraire
Bibliotheque Dinshaw Petit,
located on Forbes Street
(today V.B. Gandhi Marg in
the Kala Ghoda precinct),
published in Les Journal Des
Débats in November 1891,
testifies to his visit to this
thrumming commercial
centre of colonial India.
But what drew Darmesteter
to Navsari, a sleepy town in
Gujarat  surrounded by
chikoo plantations, about
250km from Bombay?
| first came to Navsari in
2015, looking for a house
that had belonged to my
paternal great-grandfather.
The nationwide construction
boom is visible here too as
the town steadfastly
embraces change—pastel-
hued, one-storeyed houses
with spacious otlas (porches)
are now transforming into
modest apartment blocks;
grocery shops are making

way for ritzy showrooms.

When | went back in August
this year, | made sure to stroll
through the town, taking in
the details—dense gulkand
ice cream at the Yazdan Cold
Drink House, the swathe of
green that is Tata Baug, and
the striking facade of the
library on an arterial street.

It is believed that Parsi
migrants settled in Navsari in
the 12th century, some 400
years after their arrival on
the shores of Sanjan. It is also
believed that Navsari has the
oldest existing fire temple
outside of Iran, the Vadi Dar-
e-Meher, consecrated
between 1140-60—the exact
date is contentious. It is
revered as the most
important centre of priestly
learning in India, especially
for those ceremonies that
ordain priesthood. Navsari is
so important to Parsis as a
centre of learning, with the
Vadi Dar-e-Meher being a
key center for initiation into
priesthood, that in his
Gujarati book Tawarikh-e-
Navsari (1897), historian and
sociologist Sorabji Mancher;ji
Desai compares it to Oxford
University. The foundation of
a library in this town of
scholarship and erudition
was perhaps only to be
expected. The First Dastoor

Meherjirana

established in 1872 in the

Library was

town’s Dastoor Vad precinct,
and is home to about 630
manuscripts  written in

Avesta, Gujarati, Pahlavi,
Pazand, Persian, Sanskrit and
Urdu. “Back then, it

functioned as a kitab khana

(or the space of a library-
workshop; also known as
khizana-al-kutub) where
human and material
resources were accumulated
in order to manufacture
manuscripts,” says Katy
Antia, chairperson of the
library’s board of trustees.

In 1872, Navsariwala Seth
Burjor Bamanji Padam, a
wealthy Parsi gentleman,
gave Rs225 to construct the
library. But soon there were
too many books; a larger
space was needed. In 1906,
Dastoor

Jamshedji Kavasji

Meherji Rana gifted the
building he owned in Tarota
Bazaar, and the library still
stands here today. An annexe
was erected in 1967 after a
donation of Rs16,000 by Seth
Rustomiji Kolah.

Kolah’s

Hormusji
family were the
original makers of the féted
brewed cane vinegar (sarko)
and fish roe pickle (gharab nu
achaar) that Navsari is known
for. One of the outlets of the
132-year-old EF Kolah &
Sons, in fact, is a stone’s
throw from the library. In
2009, using funds from the
Sir Dorabji Tata Trust, a new
building adjoining the
existing structure was
constructed. The library now
has a reading room, a
conference hall, accom-
modation for visiting
scholars and a laboratory
for the conservation of
manuscripts. It was the
second library in India to
house important
Zoroastrian manuscripts,

founded 15 years after the

establishment of the Mulla
Feroze Library in Mumbai.
The library’s repo-sitory of
manuscripts is impressive
and wide-ranging—it
includes sanads belonging to
the Mughals; an Indo-Persian
titled Kitab al

Mashrubat;

cookbook
Ma’qulat va’'l
recipes from Unani medicine
in Gujarati; Outlines Of Zend
Grammar in Avestan; and
copies of the 19th-century
illustrated and lithographed
Shahnameh, a Persian epic
by Firdausi first completed in
1010. It is also home to
printed publications such as
volumes of Parsee Prakash, a
record of the obituaries of
prominent Parsis; the
collected works of Friedrich
Max Miiller, inclu-ding Chips
From A German Workshop
and India: What Can It Teach
Us?; and parts of
Harmsworth Popular Scie-
nce, a British fortnightly on
science and innovation first
published in 1912. There are
books on science, philosophy
and  popular literature,
autobiographies and
encyclopedias. The library is
often open until midnight,
with students using the
reading room free of charge.

Itis a space open to members

of all communities.
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region of ancient Anatolia
and an early representation
of its connection to the
Persian culture can be seenin
a relief depicting the Aryan
god Mithra donning the

------ Phrygian hat in an encounter When you subscribe to the
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The history of headwear in
human  culture is as
remarkable for its diversity of
display and function as is the
history of clothing. Though it
is of course difficult to
discern when the use of hats
or head-coverings originated
because of a scattered
archaeological record, we
may assume that humans
have been devising ways to
protect and adorn the head
as long as they have been
covering the body for the
same purposes.

One style of headwear that
has had a
illustrious history is the

particularly

Phrygian Cap. It is a red cap
with a conical, bulbous form
that has its origins in the
culture of the Aryan tribes
that descended into Persia
towards 2000BCE.

iow, o avoit b 4 Lo it dov Funs - colate, o v

v P e doa e wn, yuerre

century BCE.

The god Mithra,
derived from the Indo-
European mihr
meaning friendship or
contract, was the
representative god of
just contracts and
solemn oaths. The
significance of the god

wearing the Phrygian

cap would be met by
an increasing
symbolism invested in
the cap at later points
in history.

For the ancient Greeks the
Phrygian cap was associated
with foreignness and non-
Greek influence, while the
ancient Romans gave the
Phrygian cap further
meaning by making it the
headwear designated for
freed slaves.

It became a distinguishing
mark of liberty  for
subsequent periods in
history as well, during the
American Revolution and
more notably during the

French Revolution.

During the French
Revolution, the Phrygian cap
was appropriated as a
symbol of the movement for
social and political revolt
against the monarchy. The
‘bonnet rouge’ became a

widespread symbol of

revolution, adorning sculpt-
ures and public spaces in
France at the end of the 18th
century and becoming part of
the costume of those who
identified with the

movement.

The Phrygian cap remains a
symbol of the ideals of the
Revolution and is worn by
France’s emblem, the figure

of Marianne.

The American Revolution
also appropriated the
Phrygian cap as a symbol of
liberty, although perhaps it
does not remain as
significant to our visual
historical memory as it does

to the French culture.

Still, the Phrygian cap can be

seen in the state seals of New
York, West Virginia, and New
Jersey, as well as in the
official seal of the United
States Senate and in the U.S.
Army’s official War Office
Seal.
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