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General

environment Zoroastrians were
shepherded into ghettoes
known as gavrestan. “In Persian,
that word is reminiscent of
‘goorestan’ or cemetery,” Dr.
Jahanian added. “In this hostile
environment Zoroastrians were
even blamed for natural
disasters such as earthquakes
and floods.” Iranian scholars
point to 1979 as the year that
reignited the innate curiosity of
many Iranians regarding their
roots and origin. After the
revolution, Iran became
estranged from the Shah’s
Western allies, forcing ordinary
Iranians to examine their
national and spiritual identities.
The revolution dislodged the
Pahlavi dynasty, founded by
Reza Shah Pahlavi in 1925, who
was then succeeded by his son,
Mohammad Reza Shah Pahlavi.
The Pahlavis combined brutal
authoritarianism with
secularism and an embrace of
Western norms and customs.
For the Zoroastrians, this meant
recognition of their faith and
even the official adoption of
some of their traditions, like
Nowruz, the Iranian New Year,
and the celebration of the
spring equinox. In the early
1970s, the Shah encouraged the
return of Parsis, Zoroastrians
who had been living in India for
centuries. Iranian Prime
Minister Asadollah Alam met
with several Parsi businessmen
who were urged to invest in
Iran. Many Parsis did just that,
including a significant number
who relocated to Iran. “In the
1970s, ancient Iranian stuff was
really in and cool,” Ali recalled.
“People wanted to connect to
that—especially educated
people, who thought Islam was
more of a regressive factor in
Iranian culture. That's still a very
strongly held belief, especially

among the younger generation,

hence the animosity and
misplaced anger toward Arabs
and Arab culture. “When | was
growing wup in Iran, and
somebody was wearing a
chador, a full body covering
worn over regular clothes by
women, or even a headscarf,
they were either thoughtto be a
maid, a peasant, or somebody
who's very uneducated,” he
added. “And that association
kind of remained.”

Once Khomeini was in power,
the tentative revival of
Zoroastrianism in Iran was
halted, and

Zoroastrians started to flee the

suddenly

country. In the main Zoroastrian
temple in Tehran, the portrait of
Zoroaster was replaced with a
portrait of Khomeini. As far as
Khomeini was  concerned,
Zoroastrians were, as he wrote
before the revolution,
“dishonorable, fire-worshipping
knaves... if this fire of dirt that
has risen from the temples of
Fars is not extinguished, soon
the trash will spread and they
invite all to join the
[Zoroastrian] creed.”

As Dr. Jahanian pointed out,
scholars of Zoroastrian and
ancient Iranian studies were
persecuted after 1979. “Many
suffered physical, psychological,
and financial punishments,”
Jahanian said. “Some were
arrested, jailed, and beaten.
Others lost their jobs and even

suffered the loss of a dear one.”

Furthermore, Zoroastrians,
including other religious
minorities, were by law

prohibited from holding senior
government or military
positions. They were also
discriminated against in the
legal system, receiving more
severe punishments and worse
lawsuit  settlements  than
Muslims do. Today,

Zoroastrians—officially

numbered, according to Iran’s
2011 census, at just over
25,000—are still subjected to
apartheid-like legislation: No
more than 3,000 copies of any
religious text may be printed,
and principals of Zoroastrian
schools must be Muslims.

Even so, many Zoroastrians
have clung stubbornly to their
beliefs and practices, even
performing  conversions in
private. Those who fled abroad
experienced a similar
awakening. “l felt that | had
found my identity,” said
Shahrooz Ash, born in Tehran to
secular Muslim parents who
emigrated to England. “I felt |
had returned home to who |
really was, to my roots. A
lifelong search of who | was and
where | came from had finally
reached its destination.”

Ash has not returned to Iran
since the revolution. After his
time in England, he came to
studied

UCLA. An

America, where he
philosophy at
encounter with a philosophy
professor, who asked him about
pre-Islamic Iran, a subject about
which he knew almost nothing,
spurred him on to further study.
“I was ashamed that | did not
know my own roots, the
glorious and powerful ancient
people | came from,” he
said.Ash said that his true
identity, like many Iranians, had
been overwhelmed by the
impact of the Islamist
revolution. “Iranians are,” he
said, “conflicted between these
two identities, between being
Iranian and being Muslim.”

Dr. Jahanian describes the
arrival of the internet as a
“miracle” because of its role in
the Zoroastrians awakening—
just one of myriad reasons why
the Iranian regime exercises
such strict control over its own

sphere of cyberspace. Among

the leaders of this information
revolution is Dr. Shahin Nezhad,
an academic who specializes in
ancient Iran. Nezhad and a
group of scholars and cultural
activists are the founders of the
Persian Renaissance
Foundation, the main backer of
the Iranian Renaissance
Movement, which produces
content aimed specifically at
audiences in Iran.

Nezhad, now 48, was born to
non-practicing Muslim parents
in lran. “My parents were not
Muslim by belief or by practice,
but since | was not in any other
category, | was recognized as
Muslim. This is the case for
millions of Iranians,” he said.
Nezhad pursued a career in
petroleum engineering and
transferred to Houston to work
for an oil company. He had
always been interested in
history, politics, and his ancient
Zoroastrian roots. “I had a very
strong tendency to
Zoroastrianism as a philosophy,
as a national heritage, and that’s
the tendency among many,
many lIranians,” he said. “So
they look at the Zoroastrian
culture and religion as
something that really belongs to
their ancient, Persian heritage
or old Iran.” Nezhad started to
consider himself a Zoroastrian in
his early twenties, and began
following the Gathas, the most
texts,

sacred Zoroastrian

consisting of 17 hymns
composed by Zoroaster. They
are essentially a philosophy on
how to create a balanced and
peaceful life. Nezhad eventually
decided to perform his Navjote
in his early 40s—one day after
marrying his wife, who is a
Zoroastrian herself. However,
Nezhad always felt that in his
heart he was Zoroastrian, and so
didn’t need a formal conversion

to tell him so. “For Iranians, you

feel that being Zoroastrian is like
being Iranian,” he said. “Being
Muslim is not really being
Iranian. It is a kind of an identity
crisis for them. It's very
complicated.” Nezhad foresees
“an Iranian Iran” with a
significant Zoroastrian
population, which, he believes,
will pacify the region, reducing
tensions between the other
nations and people. “There is no
state where Zoroastrians feel at
home,” he argued. “Iran has to
be their state, their stronghold,
their center of attention and
interest. And perhaps Iran can
be the defender of the rights of
Zoroastrians all around the
world.” Nezhad believes that a
cultural revolution from within
will gradually degrade the
foundation of the current
Islamist system of government.
“Rather than going 180 degrees
and opposing the
establishment, we try to oppose
them by awakening people to
their real heritage and real
identity, rather than what they
are told by the current system,”
he said. “Therefore, for the time
being, at least until we figure
out something else, our strategy
is education, education,
education.” The determination
of Iranians to use the very online
tools that the regime has

actively tried to close down is a

powerful signal that this
learning process is finally
underway. Scholars like

Jahanian and Nezhad say that
outside of the official figures,
around 100,000

Zoroastrians who are formally

there are
registered as Muslims but
practice Zoroastrianism. This,
they say, is the cusp of a broader
awareness among Iranians that
their pre-Islamic past provides
the grounding for a post-
Islamist future in which all

religions will coexist in equality.
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AN
INTRODUCTION
TO PERSEPOLIS

BY K.E. EDULJEE
(ZOROASTRIAN
HERITAGE
WEBSITE)

Persepolis (Parsa in Persian) is
located in the present southern
Iranian province of Fars (Pars)
and in ancient Persia. It was the

seat of government and

reign around 521 BCE, Darius |,
King of Persia (521-486 BCE)
moved his capital from Babylon
to Susa, where he started
construction on a grand palace.
No sooner had the palace at
Susa been completed when
Darius decided to build a palace
complex in his native Pars.
While the precise date when the
extensive excavation work at
the Persepolis site is not known,
it is assumed to have started
between 518 and 516 BCE.

Darius lived long enough to see

a part of his grandiose and

the winter residence) of the
Persian Kings from the early
500’s BCE until its destruction

and looting by Alexander of
Macedonia in 330/31 BCE. The
site is popularly (and
erroneously) known as Takht-e
Jamshid meaning the Throne (or
Palace) of Jamshid. Jamshid was
a mythical king whose legend is
part of folklore and he poet
Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh. While
the present-day Persepolis /
Parsa site is better known for
the ruins of the royal palace /
administrative complex, the site
also contained the town of
Parsa that existed adjacent to
the palace complex, and which
presumably housed the workers
at palace complex, soldiers,
artisans, crafts persons and
other town residents. The town
was  surrounded by a
fortification wall. The Building of

Persepolis At the start of his

ambitious plans executed. His
son and successor Xerxes | (485-
465 BCE)

construction and the Persepolis

continued

we know was for the main part
completed during Xerxes' reign.
A foundation inscription at
Persepolis states: “When my
father Darius passed from the
throne, 1 by the grace of
Ahuramazda became king on my
father’s throne. After | became
king... | continued work and
added to what my father had
built.” Work at Persepolis was
completed a hundred vyears
after its start during the reign of
Artaxerxes | (464-424 BCE),
Xerxes’ son and heir to the

throne.

To Be Continued.....

... Continued from page 4

their roots, has encouraged a
view of Islam as an alien Arab
faith that was imposed on
unwilling Persians during the
Muslim conquest of the seventh
century. For most of his
childhood in pre-revolutionary
Iran, Dr. Ali M. heard virtually
nothing about his family’'s
religious heritage. (He declined
to share his full name out of
concern for family members still
living in the country.) But when
Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini
seized power following the 1979
revolution that overthrew the
Shah, Ali’s left for

Experiencing a

family
Germany.
foreign culture for the first time,
Ali, who now works as a
physician in southern California,
began to ask questions about his
background. “When | lived in
Germany, | was going through
my teenage years,” he
explained. “I tried to find out
who | am and what was going on
around me in a world of chaos
and displacement.”

Ali began asking his parents
about their religious heritage
and ancient roots. That's when
he found out through
conversations with his mother
that his grandfather's family
was descended from the
Zoroastrian priestly lineage.
Anxious to acquire more
knowledge about his hidden
faith,  Ali
Zoroastrian

began studying
teachings. He
three

learned about the

principles propagated by
Zoroaster: Humata, Hukhta, and
Hvarshta, “Good Thoughts,
Good Words, and Good Deeds”
in Avestan, an ancient Iranian
language. He learned that fire,
which plays such a central role
in Zoroastrian religious
ceremonies, represents the
divine light of wisdom. Then he
decided to undergo the Navjote,

an initiation ceremony into the

faith that is similar
to a Bar Mitzvah.
At first, the priests
whom Ali met in
America were
apprehensive
about performing
the ceremony,
pointing out that
doing so would be
regarded as apostasy by Iran’s
rulers, which could cost Ali his
life if he

returned home.
According to Iran’s official
records, Ali’s father is registered
as a Muslim. Under Iranian law,
children automatically take
their father’s religion. Iranians
who depart Islam for another
faith face imprisonment or even
execution. Ali was devastated
and angry. “l was in tears, | was
actually crying,” he said. “I said |
don’t need these people to
prove who | am. | was going to
find somebody to do this for me,
so | could formally declare my
belief.” Eventually he found a
Zoroastrian priest to perform his
Navjote. “I felt that I'm the same
person and have always been a
Zoroastrian,” Ali said, reflecting
on the experience. “Even
though | grew up in a household
where religion didn’t play a
central role and was never
forced on me.” Ali now believes
in asha, a Zoroastrian concept
meaning “the path of truth and
righteousness”—that things
always fall into place if you
follow the right path. In the
seventh century, Arab tribes
armed with the Quran patched
together the former territories
of the Sassanian Empire, the last
Persian

pre-lslamic dynasty,

forcing the conquered
population to adopt Islam. As a
result, some Zoroastrians fled
Iran for lands as varied as China,
India, and the Balkans. But many
stayed behind, resisting the
Arabs for 200 years, in what

some call “The First Arab

Occupation.” “Students were

taught that Zoroastrian priests
and the Sassanians were
barbarians, and that the Arabs
had to come in to ‘civilize the

m

people, said Dinyar, a
Zoroastrian historian who asked
to use a pseudonym because he
regularly travels to Iran.
Zoroastrians continued to resist
conversion despite continued
By the 15th

century, a sizeable portion of

persecution.
Persia’s population still
remained Zoroastrian,
especially in the northern
provinces of Gilan and
Mazandaran. Their continuing
presence raised  concerns
among the Muslim clergy that
others might probe their roots
and family backgrounds and
leave Islam. “Those who did not
convert had to pay jizya, the
infidel tax,” explained Dr.
Daryoush Jahanian, a leading
Zoroastrian scholar. “If they
could not afford the tax, they
were subjected to torture,
confiscation of property, and
even threats to their life.”
Another humiliation imposed on
the Zoroastrians, along with
other religious minorities, was a
law compelling them to wear a
yellow patch on their clothing to
mark them out —a badge of
inferiority that the Jews of
Europe were all too familiar
with. Many Zoroastrians were
shepherded into ghettoes
known as gavrestan. “In Persian,
that word is reminiscent of
‘goorestan’ or cemetery,” Dr.

Jahanian added. “In this hostile
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General

NEW
DAR-E-MEHR
CAPITAL
CAMPAIGN
PHASE LL B:
SOLAR ENERGY
SYSTEM

BY EDUL DAVER
AND TOOS
DARUVALA, ON
BEHALF OF THE
FRC OF THE
ZOROASTRIAN
ASSOCIATION OF
GREATER NEW
YORK, ZAGNY

Zoroastrian values embody
respect for the environment and
action to revert climate change.
Looking back, many of our
customs and traditions were
designed and aligned with these
modern concepts. In keeping
with these values, the New York
Dar-e-Mehr intends to install a
solar system. In the long term,
the solar system also makes
economic sense by eliminating
the cost of electricity as a major

ongoing operating expense.

The annual electricity cost is
estimated to be about $12,000.
We have investigated numerous
ways of financing this capital
project, estimated to cost

$100,000 and
$200,000, depending on the

final size of the solar system.

between

The first option is to use
donated money.

This entails continuing to solicit

importantly would not allow us

to benefit from the federal and
state tax credits because we are
a non-profit, making the return-
on-investment (ROI) very long,

well over 10 years.

The second option is to find a
third party investor to finance
the project, keep the tax
benefits, and provide us with
sharply discounted
electricity. We have

invested

considerable

time on this

option, but
with little
Success.

The third option,
and the most
practicable, is to

have a handful of

investors from

within our

community contribute between
$25,000 to $50,000 each, to
form NDMSI (New Dar-e-Mehr
Solar Initiative). NDMSI LLC will
initialy own the capital
equipment, take all the tax

donate the generated
electricity to DMZT.
The capital equipment

ownership will be donated/sold
to DMZT as soon as there is no
financial advantage for the LLC
to own it. The ROl in this
scenario will be much shorter,
probably close to five years.
Further,this alternative does not

require

any

SN

investment of DMZT
and DMZT would

monies,
receive electricity at close to

zero cost without any risk.

The NDMSI LLC investors will

need to invest the required

General

o

tax credits and

from the

incentives, take all donation
benefits for electricity
generated through the life of
the system, and assume all risks

associated with such project.

The goal is to complete this
project by December 31, 2016,
in order to take advantage of
the tax benefits associated with

the project in the 2016 tax year.

The FRC is looking for individuals
who are interested in
participating to
become NDMSI LLC
members. For

additional

information/details, or if you
have any questions, please
promptly contact Edul Daver at :
eduldaver@gmail.com,
908-397-4443 or Toos Daruvala
at toosdaruvala@aol.com, 917-
626-3570.

scheduled for Saturday,
September 3rd at 1 pm at
the Dar-e-Mehr.

We sincerely thank you for
your consideration and look

forward to your

participation.

* At the commencement of the
Ahunuvaiti Gatha we read as
follows:

Holy Zarathushtra's entire
thoughts, words and deeds our
inspirations from Ahura
Mazda, the Creator, leading
mankind to perfection and
bliss. Do welcome this Amesha
Spentas (Holy

Immortals) and the holy
Gathas (heavenly songs of
Zarathushtra) and have faith in
them.

| praise thee with reverence O,
Holy Gathas.”

donations from the community credits and accelerated capital, have a certain amount A ioiane restre oF Yasna 28
to raise this large sum, but more depreciation benefits, and and type of income to benefit ) o ;
interested individuals is
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HOW IRAN
PERSECUTES
ITS OLDEST

RELIGION

BY JAMSHEED K.
CHOKSY, VIA CNN

Zoroastrian worshipers pray
near the central Iranian city of
Yazd in 2004. As Zoroastrian
funerary processions enter the
graveyard  overlooking the
Tehran suburb of Ray, their
sobriety is often shattered by
the sound of explosions and
gunfire. Frequently, the way
forward is blocked by Islamic
Revolutionary Guards
conducting a combat exercise
among the tombs. According to
Zoroastrian  custom, burial
needs to take place within 24
hours, and the Revolutionary
Guards will not halt their
training activities there for the
funerals. This is just another sign
of religious freedom fading in
the Islamic Republic. Much that
is written about the
Zoroastrians of Iran portrays
them as a venerable and quaint
religious community. But these
followers of an ancient faith are
not insulated from the
tribulations of their country.

Zoroastrianism is named after
its founder, the prophet
Zarathustra -- or Zoroaster, as
he came to be known in the
West -- who  preached
sometime between 1800 and
1000 B.C. Zoroaster spoke of
humans siding with God (called
Ahura Mazda, or the Wise Lord)
against the devil (called Angra

Mainyu, or the Angry Spirit) and

The Zoroastrian Journal

Culture and History

central to Judaism, Christianity
and Islam. So did Zoroastrian
beliefs that each soul faces
judgment after death before
entering heaven, limbo or hell,
and that all of humanity will
experience resurrection, final

judgment and heaven on Earth.

Jamsheed K. Choksy

Ancient Persian kings like Cyrus

and Darius followed their faith’s
basic tenet of doing good by
freeing Israelites from the
Babylonian Exile and supporting
construction of the Second
Temple at Jerusalem.
Zoroastrianism’s clergymen, or
magi, are known around the
world as the wise men in
attendance at the nativity of
Jesus. Until Arabs conquered
Iran during the seventh century,
Zoroastrians, Jews and
Christians there could practice
their own devotions
unhindered. Thereafter, they
became minorities who were

persecuted and largely
converted to Islam. When the
Islamic revolution occurred in
1979,

stormed the fire temple at

fundamentalist Shiites

as a symbol of God's grace, just
like Christians face a cross and
Muslims turn to a gibla pointing
toward Mecca. The portrait of
Zoroaster was tossed down, a
photograph of  Ayatollah
Ruhollah Khomeini was put up
in its place, and the
congregation was warned not to
remove the image of Iran’s new
leader. Only months later
could the prophet’s picture
be mounted upon an
adjacent wall.
Their schools and classrooms
began to be covered with
images of Supreme Leaders
Ayatollah  Khomeini and
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei and with
of the Quran that

denounce non-Muslims. Those

verses
who do well academically
nonetheless find no openings
within state-controlled
universities. When the bloody
war with Iraq raged from 1980
to 1988, young Zoroastrians
were involuntarily drafted for
suicide missions in the Iranian
army. Rejecting the Shiite
mullahs’” claim that military
martyrdom would lead them to
a heaven full of virgins was
futile. Failing to offer their lives
on the battlefield could result in
execution for treason. Then in
2005,

Ahmed Jannati, chairman of the

November Ayatollah

Council of Guardians of the

Constitution, disparaged

Zoroastrians and other religious
minarities as “sinful animals
who roam the earth and engage
in corruption.” When the
Zoroastrians' solitary
parliamentary representative
hauled
before a revolutionary tribunal.
There,

execution before sparing his life

protested, he was

mullahs  threatened

with a warning never to

challenge their declarations
again. A frightened community
subsequently declined to re-
elect him. Over the past two
years, many Muslim lranians
have begun publicly rejecting
the Shiite theocracy’s intolerant
ways by adopting symbols and
festivals from Zoroastrianism.
Those actions are denounced as
causing “harm and corruption”
by ayatollahs like Khamenei and
Jannati. Sensing that popular
sentiment among Iran’s Muslim
majority is shifting away from
the mullahs, even President
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad has
begun utilizing Zoroastrianism’s
past for his own political ends. In
September 2010, he arranged
for the Cyrus Cylinder, a sixth-
century B.C. document that
speaks of religious tolerance
and lranian greatness, to be
loaned from the British

Museum. During a public
ceremony in Tehran, Ahma-
dinejad lauded indigenous
traditions as superior to Arab-

imposed Islam. Privately, his
chief of staff, Esfandiar Rahim
Mashaei, even referred to King
Cyrus as “a messenger of God.”
Their tottering political base has
sharpened the Shiite clerics’ ire.
Like members of the Christian,
Jewish and Baha'i minorities,
Zoroastrian activists ~ who
protest the theocracy’s excesses

are sent to Tehran’s notorious

Culture

Evin prison on charges of

sedition. At the ayatollahs’

instigation,  Iranian  media
characterizes the followers of
Iran’s  ancient  faith  as
polytheists and devil
worshipers. Lesser mullahs rant
against Zoroastrians not only in
Iran, but even at mosques in
Toronto. The Zoroastrian
cemetery outside Tehran now
faces another challenge: The
municipality seeks to lay a
highway through it. Some
schools and devotional centers
in other Zoroastrian strongholds

like Yazd and Kerman have also

been notified of pending
annexation. Communal
gatherings are routinely

monitored by fundamentalist
Muslim authorities who allege
that Zoroastrianism “threatens
national security and subverts
the Islamic revolution.”
Protections offered by the
Islamic Republic’s constitution
have been rendered
meaningless in practice. Not

surprisingly, the daily regimen

of discrimination makes
Zoroastrians feel wholly
unwelcome in their Iranian
homeland. Only  between

35,000 and 90,000 now remain
in a country of approximately 74
million citizens -- and, fearing
persecution, many do not
readily identify themselves as
Zoroastrians. Yet, Zoroastrians
are no mere footnote in human
history and religiosity. Their
ideas still determine how many
of the globe’s residents behave.
The end of Zoroastrianism in
Iran should be prevented.
Making religious freedom a
priority in U.S. and EU foreign
policies will help achieve that

goal.
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THE PROBLEM
WITH
POLICING IN
AMERICA

BY DR. NIAZ
KASRAVI

It is extremely difficult for
anyone living in or paying
attention to social justice issues
in the US not to be disheartened
by the tragic and continued
shootings of unarmed people of
color by police in this country. In
the early months of summer
2016, the nation watched as
more videos of police shootings
went viral, bringing even more
attention to this pressing
human rights issue. First we saw
images of Alton Sterling, a 32-
year-old Black man shot several
times at close range as he was
held down by police officers in
Baton Rouge. Then, just a day
later, footage of Philando
Castile was broadcast, showing
a traffic stop gone horribly
wrong, ending in the death of
the 32-year-old at the hands of

a Minnesota police officer.

These deaths came at a time
when the nation was still
dealing with the aftermath of
other high profile killings by
police in the last several years —
including the shooting deaths of
Mike Brown in Ferguson, Eric
Garner in New York, Walter
Scott in North Charleston, Tamir
Rice in Cleveland, and countless
others whose deaths were not
captured on camera. And
needless to say, the
overwhelming  majority  of
unarmed people wrongfully

shot by cops are people of color,

Humanity

particularly young Black men.
Thus, this summer’s killings
continued to escalate the
tension that has always existed
between law enforcement and

Black communities in America.

In order to better understand
this situation, it is important to
look at this issue in a historical
context. Law enforcement has
historically and foundationally
had an adversarial relationship
with Black communities in this
country. Police in America were
the body primarily responsible
for enforcing the laws governing
slavery, slave codes, black
codes, and segregation. Hence
we have a structure that at its
core was built to enforce
systems of racism, oppression
and social control. And despite
the fact that many of the
blatantly discriminatory laws
have been removed from the
books, the lasting impact they
have had on police attitude,
culture, and perceptions of
criminality has never been fully
and truthfully addressed. What
helps sustain these perceptions
is the racial bias and often

negative portrayal of Black man

and people of color prevalent in
the media at large.

What is more outrageous and
unacceptable about police
brutality in the U.S. is that,

despite the continued

frequency of these incidents

through the years, it has been
nearly impossible to get real
accountability for officers who
abuse their power. In fact,
instances in which police are
punished (beyond a mere slap
on the wrist) for mistakenly
killing or brutalizing people are

very rare.

There are a host of barriers that
prevent truly addressing police
violence and holding law
enforcement accountable.
These include: the political
power of police unions, who
often block any real
accountability measures from
being enacted and enforced;
police officers’ “bill of rights”
that protect officers from
investigation and prosecution
after shooting incidents; a lack
of independent prosecutors to
investigate and punish law
enforcement; political leaders
who are unwilling to counter

powerful lobbies and pass police

accountability measures; no
nationally accepted standards
on use of force by police; and a
lack of any effective laws
preventing racial profiling by

law enforcement.

Changing policies and enacting
laws to deal with some of these
barriers would be a good first
step. However, perhaps the
reason that

biggest police

discrimination, brutality and
violence against people of color
continue is our unwillingness as
a nation to openly discuss and
address the continued presence
of racism in America — both as it
is codified and structuralized
within our social institutions, as
well as the way it is practiced by
individuals, groups and

corporations in the U.S.

The official institution of slavery
in America — owning people as
property — lasted for roughly
246 years. For another 100
years we had Jim Crow and
other laws to ensure continued
racial segregation. The impact of
this long history of racism is very
much a part of this country’s
current psyche, culture, and

institutions. Even if we enact

laws to hold officers
accountable for abusing their
power, until Americans decide
to work intentionally and
proactively to end racial bias
and racism in all facets of life —
be it the media, in
history books, in our
industries and social
institutions, and in
our personal belief
systems — incidents
of abuse and killings
of Black Americans
and other people of
color will continue to
plague this nation.
Ending this racism
and racial superiority
will undoubtedly be
a difficult task, but it
is one that requires
nothing more of us than to
accept standing in the truth —
however uncomfortable that
truth may be.

Dr. Niaz Kasravi is an expert and
advocate on criminal justice and
social justice issues. She holds a
Ph.D. in Criminology, Law and
Society from the University of
California, Irvine and has served
at some of the nation’s
preeminent human and civil
rights institutions, including the
NAACP and Amnesty

International.

Yasna28, Verse 1:

“ | pray to Thee, O Mazda, with
uplifted hands, and to thy Holy
Spirit, first of all and hope that
through truths and righteous -
ness | would enjoy the light of
wisdom and a cleanconscien
-ce, thus bringing solace to the
Soul of (Mother Earth)

Creation.”
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THE
ZOROASTRIAN
MOTTO AND
APHORISM:
“GO0OD

THOUGHTS,
GOOD WORDS
AND GOOD

DEEDS”
BY MOBED BEHRAM
S. DEBOO, SENIOR
EDITOR

The Avesta words for “good
thoughts, good words and good
deeds” are Humata, Hukhta and
Huvareshta. What is surprising
is these words in actuality do
not occur in the Gathas. Here is
what Ervad Dr. Ramyar Karanjia
has to say, “The surprising factis
that the triad of the Avestan
words Humata-Hukhta-
Hvarshta is not at all found in
the Gathas, the most sacred
texts of the Zoroastrians, which
are the first metaphysical
thoughts and personal
outpourings of our dear
prophet.” Many times, during
conferences, people have
asked, “Beyond this triad, what
does Zoroastrianism have to
offer?” Of course, the answer is
positive. It is the pillar of
goodness that a human being
can conduct in the sphere of
ethics, moral values and
benevolent conduct. There are a
lot of ideas related to higher
reality, free will and
metaphorical eschatology. Dr.
Karanjia further states, “From
the point of view of ethics,
virtues and morality,
Zoroastrianism has one of the
most logical systems, based on

the triad of Humata, ‘Good

Gatha

thoughts’, Hukhta ‘Good words’
and Hvarshta ‘Good deeds.’
However a religion is much
beyond ethics and morality. And
since goodness is a basic virtue
which is uniformly there in all
religions, Zoroastrianism cannot
have a monopoly over
goodness.” He feels that there is
a deeper perspective in this
triad, which we will discuss as
we go on. Actually, it means
well-thought, well-spoken and
well-done. It is important to
understand what goodness and
the right thing to do is; we will
look into our most basic prayer,
‘Ashem Vohu'.

Ashém Véhu vahishtém asti,
ushtd asti. Ushtd ahmai hyat
ashai vahishtai ashém.
Righteousness is the best good.
It is radiant happiness. Radiant
happiness comes to him/her
who is righteous for the sake of
the highest righteousness.
Ashem vohu is a mantric prayer.
It contains 12 words. In Sanskrit,
this is called mantra. Ashém
Vohii: good righteousness,
truth, etc. Ashem stands for
truth, rightness, right thinking,
right speaking and right doing
(righteousness). However, the
words ‘right’ and ‘good’ need to
be qualified.  Throughout

history, groups of people,
religions and countries have
used the concept of “right” to
justify their agenda to achieve
their intended ends. In some
countries, it may be considered
right

and good +to ftreat

minorities in an oppressive
manner, and such an act might
be considered justifiable by
them. When Stalin put to death
millions of people, he might

have considered his action as
good and right. In the same vein,

Hitler did not flinch about

8 Fall2016 www.czcjournal.org

Issue # 28

A : Iy 2 53 -—-"L:/ L

"t - 4 no:;n WORDS
GOOD DELDS > .
(:f:“ "!-%’/’ 7

murdering six million lews and

others. Many lives of
Zoroastrians were lost in Iran

during the Arab invasion and
thereafter, and suffering
continued in different forms.

“Zedong, from 1958 to 1962, in
his Great Leap Forward policy
led to the deaths of up to 45
million people — easily making it
the biggest episode of mass

murder ever recorded.” This is

Sl oy

according to historian Frank
Dikotter, author of the
important book Mao’s Great
Famine, who recently published
an article in History Today,
summarizing what happened.
All of these were religious or
politically organized crimes.
Terrorism is also a premeditated
crime. There is no shortage of
such atrocities in the history of
mankind. However, here we
would ask a question about all
these situations: “Was it a right
thing to do?” Of course, NOT. It
is NOT good. Why was it not a
right thing to do then? We get
our answer in the word ushta.
The best translation of ushta is
“radiant or joyful happiness”.
The second is “desired” but it
does not fit in this prayer that
well. Therefore, we are right to
say that the people who
committed such atrocities were
wrong from the fact that the
Ashai ethics of kindness,
goodness (vohumant) and

happiness that Zarathushtra
brought to the living world are
the “highest - Vahishtem.”

Vohu means good. It is the

highest good and it is ushta
(radiant happiness). The triad of
“good thoughts, good words
and good deeds” follows the
same Ashai ethics. Any action
that brings pain, misery and
unhappiness is not right or
good. Asho  Zarathushtra
teaches a universal moral order
to humanity. Ashem Vohu is the
foundation of Zoroastrian

ethics. Happiness comes to
him/her who is righteous for the
sake of highest righteousness
which actually means he/she is
not content to be happy himself
or herself but helps others to be
happy because it is a right thing
to do. The question arises: do
Zoroastrians follow this motto,
or is it just lip service? If we
applied this motto in our daily
lives, it would be a great
blessing for us, as well as the
rest of the world. This motto is
as big as the universe as a
plethora of factors concerning
social

individual perception,

upbringing, religious dogmas
and spiritual discipline. It
depends on how an individual
thinks, how he/she perceives
the self and the world around
his/her self. The end result of
our deeds comes from such
processed thinking. Whatever
we process in our mind, our
thinking will result in our words
and actions. Zarathushtra says,
“Silent meditation (thinking) is
the best.” The word he uses is
tushnamaiti. Thus, we form our
character, behavior and persona
for the world around us and for
ourselves. There are myriads of
good deeds one can perform
and further Gaetha (the living
world). Anytime, anywhere
when one performs a good
deed, no matter how large or

small it is, it is a step forward for

alleviating pain, suffering or
just making someone happy.
That is what Zarathushtra wants
us to do. This motto has a
different narrative in the
Gathas, though other Avesta
and Pahlavi texts are very clear
onit. In Gathas: There are many
verses that allude to this
aphorism. However, Yasna 45.8
of the Ushtavaiti Gatha is very
specific regarding these three
words.

tém né staotdish nemanghd a
vivareshd nd zit chashmaini
vyadaresem vanghéush
manyéush shyaothanahya
uxdhahxaca vidush asha yém
mazdam ahurem at hoi
vahméfg demané gard nidama.
Him | will seek to turn towards
us with praises of reverence,
for now | have seen (Him) with
my eye(s).

() have realized through Asha
and Mazda Ahura himself

the good way of thinking
(mentality), word and deed.

For Him, let us lay down (our)
exaltations in the House of
Songs. (B.Deboo)

In Yasna 34.13, the word for
good works or deeds is hu-
kereta. daéna saoshyafitdm

ya hi-kareta ashachit
urvakhshat

The religion of the human
benefactors (saviors) is the one
by which good deeds (works)
through righteousness alone
reach afar. Shyothnananam also
occurs in other verses of Gathas
as well as in our basic prayer
“Yatha ahu Vairyo”. Of course,
non-Gathic literature is
abundant in praising this motto
(bad
(bad

words) and Duzvarshta (bad

Dushmata
Duzukhta

and for
thoughts),

thoughts). We will continue on

in the next issue.
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DOLLY
DASTOOR
ELECTED AS
TRUSTEE ON
THE BOARD OF
THE
PARLIAMENT
OF THE
WORLD’S
RELIGIONS

BY ARZAN

Dolly Dastoor has been elected
as a trustee to sit on the board
of the Parliament of the
World’s Religions. This was
announced in a recent
communiqué by the
Parliament. She will be the
only Zoroastrian on the board.
The trustees are elected for
their work in the professional
and interfaith field, not
necessarily to represent their
faith, but more importantly to
think globally.

Dolly has been a leading light
in the Zoroastrian community
in North America and all over
the world. As past President of
the Zoroastrian Association of
Quebec, and later as the Past-
President of FEZANA (the
Federation of Zoroastrian
Associations of North
America), she has been a
leader in the community for
decades.

Her current involvements
include being the chair of the
Academic Scholarship
Committee of FEZANA and
Editor-in-Chief of the FEZANA
Journal, the association’s
flagship  publication. The

FEZANA Journal Summer 2016

issue will incidentally be
Dolly’s 10th anniversary issue
as its chief editor.

Parsi Khabar congratulates
Dolly, a dear friend and
mentor; on this unique honor
and responsibility, and wishes

her the best in her new role.

More about Dolly Dastoor:

Dolly Dastoor is a widely-

published
psychologist and an authority

research clinical
on psychogeriatrics, most
recently at the Douglas Mental
Health University Institute in
Montreal. She received her
doctorate from Concordia
University. Before moving to
Canada, she was a Senior
Research Fellow in Psychiatry
and coordinator of the World
(WHO)
Project on Schizophrenia at

Health Organization

the University of Ibadan. She
has been active in women's
organizations, especially Zonta
International. She is past
President of the Zoroastrian
Association of Quebec and of
FEZANA, and has been Editor-
in-Chief of FEZANA's journal
since 2005.

More about the
Parliament  of
the World’s

Religions:

The Parliament
of the World’s
Religions seeks
to promote
inter-religious
harmony,
rather than
unity. The
problem  with
seeking unity
among religions is the
risk of loss of the unique and
precious character of each
individual religious  and
spiritual tradition; this
understanding is key to our
framework.
Inter-religious harmony, on
the other hand, is an
attainable and highly desirable
goal. Such an approach
respects, and is enriched by,
the particularities of each
tradition. Moreover, within
each tradition are the
resources (philosophical,
theological and  spiritual
teachings and perspectives)
that enable each to enter into
respectful, appreciative and
cooperative relationships with
persons and communities of

other traditions.

BASTANI
SHAHTOOT
JAM

Thirty years or so ago, Dr.
Shahiyar Banki

seemingly innocent stick back

brought a

per year to their best year,
2014, being 741 jars of jam.
They have been donating the
majority of the jars of jam to
the Zoraoastrian community
for the past 15 years. There
are now 4 producing trees in
the Bastani’s back yard.

For most Persians, having

This stick was

from Iran.

planted in his back yard and
became a beautiful, very
productive Shahtoot tree.
Twenty-five or so years ago,
Daryush and Rita Bastani were
lucky enough to have Dr.
Sahriyar Banki as a good
friend. He provided them with
a cutting from his Shahtoot
tree. For a number of lucky
reasons, the soil, climate and
Daryush’s commitment to
making the best of earth’s
great gifts, the tree not only
thrived, it produced so much
fruit. They needed to figure
out what to do with all the
amazing shahtoot berries that
were yielded, That is how
their passion for shahtoot and
making the shahtoot jam all
started.

Every year the production of
jam seemed to double. The

production went from 30 jars

shahtoot here, a world away
from Darband or the Bazars in
Tehran, was an unimaginable
treat. All of the proceeds from
the sales of the jam are
donated to the growth of the
Zoroastrian community in
southern California.

Needless to say, the Bastani
family can’t handle this mass
production. They are lucky
enough to have friends and
family who are generous with
their time. They come every
year to help. From about mid-
June to about mid-July they
ask volunteers to go to the
trees and help pick, clean and
crush berries, and cook and jar
the jam. Many of the regular
volunteers begin asking in
June when the season will
begin. Each year seems to vary
and the fruiting dates seem to

depend on the year’s weather,

Publication of California Zoroastrian Center | 7
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TURKISH
PRIME
MINISTER
CLAIMS ALL
KURDS ARE
ZOROASTRIANS

SOURCE:
KURDISHQUESTIO
N.COM
(“ERDOGAN: THEY
ARE ATHEISTS AND
ZOROASTRIANS!”)

Turkish President,
Recep Tayyip Erdogan visited
the Kurdish capital Diyarbakir
(Amed) yesterday in his first
visit since clashes escalated in
the region last July. Attending
a ceremony alongside the new
Prime Minister Binali Yildirim
other  AKP

ministers and deputies in Anit

and several

Park, the President spoke
virulently about the conflict in
the region and targeted Kurds
demanding autonomy and
them

recognition, calling

“Atheists and Zoroastrians.”

They destroy, we build
Speaking in front of a
few hundred people and
forgetting the civilians burned
alive in Cizre and the districts
destroyed by state forces’ tank
shelling, Erdogan said, “They
destroy, we build. This is the
difference between us. | am
calling out to you from here;
my brother from Diyarbakir,
my Kurdish brother; what
services have they provided
you with for God’s sake? Apart
from burning things down and
destroying them, what have

they done?”

Atheists, Zoroastrians

In an attempt to
appeal to religious sentiment
and rouse Islamist fervor,
Erdogan also claimed that
Kurdish militants had burnt
down schools and mosques
stating, “They are atheists,
they are Zoroastrians. Nothing
will come of them. They have
not and are not acting with our
values.”

Admitting that
had killed

innocent civilians, something

security forces

SHrarERw AR @

‘:'Hh-

e

which had been denied,
Erdogan went on to claim that
Kurdish fighters had killed
even more civilians than the
Erdogan said, “The

terror organisation’s [PKK] real

state.

issue isn’t with the state. It is
with the belief, holy book,
prayer, history and culture of
the region’s people. Those
supporting the organization
are more concerned with
uprooting the people and
tearing them away from their
values than a military victory.
The number of militants killed
within the organization and
the innocent people killed by
them is higher than those
killed during operations by the
state. Those who always talk
of the past extrajudicial
murders by the state cannot
be sincere if they don’t take a

stand against this. We have

never shied away from facing
up to mistakes, deficiencies
and the truth.”

Historic struggle

The Turkish President went on
to call the operations that
have turned many districts in
the region into rubble a
“struggle that will go down in
history. Our security forces:
soldiers, police officers, village
guards have waged a historic
struggle to once again defeat

the organization and the

powers behind it. Apart from
Sirnak and Nusaybin all
military operations have been
completed,” he said,
confirming that the operation
in Nusaybin would continue,
despite the Kurdish Civil
Defence Units (YPS) militia
declaring that they had
withdrawn from the district

and only civilians remained.

HDP is representing the PKK

Disregarding more than 5
million votes the HDP got in
the last  election, the
President, commenting on the
lifting of parliamentary
immunity said, “Isn’t a party
supported by the PKK in
parliament? They are there in
the name of the PKK. Now
what is my people saying?
They are saying that they

shouldn’t be getting wages

from the taxes paid by the
people. The lifting of immunity
came to parliament as a bill. It
was accepted with 376 votes.
Now they [HDP deputies] are
panicking. They have started
fleeing the country. Why are

you running away?”

I condemn the USA

Erdogan also commented on
the ‘insignia crisis’ between
Turkey and the United
States, which erupted after
US Special

photographed

Forces were
wearing

People’s Defence/Protection

Units (YPG) insignia during the
recent operation by the Syrian
Democratic Forces (SDF) to
liberate Ragga from the
Islamic State (IS).

“PKK, PYD, Daesh (IS), YPG,
they are no different from
each other. They are all
terrorist  organizations. |
condemn the USA’s support
for the PYD and YPG. This isn’t
what they promised us. |
believe in honest politics. Our
friends, those who are with us
in NATO should not, cannot
send their soldiers to Syria
with the YPG

Erdogan stated.

insignia,”

OZCF
FUNDRAISER
KICKS OFF THE
SUMMER

On June 17, 2016, the Ontario

Zoroastrian

Community
Foundation (OZCF) held its
spectacular Magic and Sparkle
Gala as a fundraising event for
OZCF’s Atashkadeh (Place of
Worship) project.

in OZCF's

journey towards its Place of

This next step

Worship Project was a huge
success and brought OZCF that
much closer to its financial
goal. “We know that to sustain
our heritage and our religion,
building a consecrated place of
worship is integral to this
process,” states OZCF. “Our
children are the future of our
religion and, as donors to this
campaign; it is our legacy that
will ensure our heritage will be

sustained.”
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FEZANA
EXPRESSES
CONCERN AT
TURKISH
PRESIDENT’S
REMARKS
ABOUT
ZOROASTRIANS

HOMI D. GANDHI
PRESIDENT
FEZANA

FEZANA recently wrote to the
Turkish
Washington D.C., Ottawa and
the Permanent Mission to the

ambassadors in

U.N. in New York; to express
concern at the recent anti-
Zoroastrian rhetoric
emanating from the Turkish
leadership. Below is a copy of
the letter sent to the above-

mentioned officials?

Monday July 11, 2016

The Honorable Serdar Kilig

Ambassador of the Republic of
Turkey to the United States

Embassy of Turkey to the
United States 2525
Massachusetts  Ave  NW
Washington, DC 2008
Respected Ambassador Kilig At
the Federation of Zoroastrian
Associations of North America,
the umbrella organization of
Zoroastrian communities
across the United States and
Canada, we are deeply
dismayed by the recent anti-
Zoroastrian rhetoric
emanating from Turkey. It is
especially hurtful to hear some
of it coming directly from
Tayyip
Zoroastrians

President Recep

Erdogan.

News

worldwide are minuscule in
number, and citizens of many
lands. Everywhere they reside
they are known and admired
for living in harmony with
members of other faiths —
Muslims, Christians, Hindus,
and others — and for
contributing greatly to the
well-being of society
regardless of religious
affiliation. And throughout the
centuries, Zoroastrians have
displayed exemplary loyalty to
and affection for the lands of
their birth even as they have
held fast to their ancient faith.
Always, they have been guided
by the core tenets of their
religion — Good Thoughts,
Good Words, Good Deeds. So
it is disconcerting to hear
invective being hurled at them
in Turkey, where most likely
just a handful of Zoroastrians
reside. Such rhetoric, sowing
suspicion of a minority
community, typically ends up
giving license for
discrimination, or worse. It
also has the potential to
defame  Zoroastrians  far
beyond Turkey’s borders, in
regions not familiar with this

peaceable community.

Turkey is a great nation. What
is said and done there is heard
and seen all over the world.
We appeal to the Turkish
authorities to cease this
baseless targeting of

Zoroastrians.

OMAR
KHAYYAM
STATUE
UNVEILED AT
THE
UNIVERSITY OF
OKLAHOMA

On Wednesday, March 30,
2016, the
International Studies at the
Oklahoma

unveiled a marble statue of

College  of
University  of
Persian  philosopher  and
scientist Omar Khayyam, an
11th-century poet,
astronomer, scholar and
mathematician. Carved by the
well-known Iranian sculptor
Hossein Fakhimi, the statue
depicts Khayyam with a globe
that contains constellations
representing his contributions
to astronomy, algebra and
poetry and symbolizes Iran’s
cultural and scientific
contributions to the entire
world over the centuries. The
unveiling ceremony was in
commemoration  of  the
establishment of a Center for
Iranian and Persian Gulf
Studies, thanks to a $4 million
gift from the Farzaneh Family
Foundation which Oklahoma
University President David
Boren announced, “is believed
to be the largest gift in the
university’s history from those
who came to OU as
international students.”
President Boren commended
Mohammad and Jalal
Farzaneh for being “active
leaders in our QU family." In

his appreciation of the statue

and its symbalic significance,
President Boren said, “This
statue will stand on our

campus for years and decades

will also help fund scholarships
for Iranian students and for
Persian

students studying

three endowed

language,

and hopefully centuries to
come as a reminder to us of
the role that a university is to
play in society. The role that a
university should play in
broadening our horizons and
in deepening our
understandings of  other
people and in building bridges

between people of different

countries and different
societies.” Dean Suzette
Grillot made similar

statements that the statue
stands as an inspiration for
friendship and understanding
between the people of Iran
and the people of the United
States. The Center for Iranian
and Persian Gulf Studies will
provide opportunities for
students to develop a better
cultural understanding,
appreciation and awareness of
the United States, Iran and the
Middle East. It will include an
academic major in Iranian and

Persian Gulf Studies. The gift

professorships, an endowed
lectureship, and a prize for
Iranian Literature. The gift also
will establish a Persian artwork
fund and an endowed Persian
book collection. The Public
Affairs Alliance of Iranian
Americans applauds members
Jalal and Mohammad
Farzaneh for their invaluable
contributions to achieving
cultural understanding
between Iran and the United

States.
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Cover Story

THE RELIGION
THAT THE
IRANIAN
MULLAHS FEAR
MOST

BY ZENOBIA RAVII,
ASSOCIATE
DIRECTOR OF
COALITIONS, THE
ISRAEL PROJECT

Over the past few decades, Iran
has seen a revival in the native
religion that predates Islam—
something that the ayatollahs
desperately want to suppress.

Ask someone about the

Zoroastrian  religion and—
assuming they’'ve heard of it—
you will typically get three
responses. Your interlocutor
might inaccurately describe
followers of the Zoroastrian
faith as “fire-worshippers.” He
or she may recognize Zoroaster,
the priest who founded the
religion, as the protagonist of
the German philosopher
Friedrich Nietzsche’s classic
work, “Thus Spoke Zarathustra.”
And there’s the oft-quoted “fun
fact” that Freddie Mercury, the
flamboyant vocalist of rock
group Queen, was and still is the
world’s most famous
Zoroastrian. Much less well-

known is that Zoroastrianism is

Cover Story

a living faith, with communities
in India, Europe, the United
States, and the Middle East—
especially Iran. Ten years ago, a
study by the Federation of
Zoroastrian  Associations  of
America concluded that there
190,000

followers of the faith around the

were, at most,
world. But as Laurie Goodstein
noted in The New York Times,
there was reason to be skeptical
of this number, because of the

“wildly diverging counts in Iran,

once known as Persia — the

incubator of the faith.”

In common with other religions,
Zoroastrians in Iran have
confronted both persecution
and a concerted attempt by the
Islamist regime in Tehran to
destroy the very foundations of
their  faith. One critical
consequence of this—no doubt
unintended by the ruling
mullahs—is  that  growing
numbers of Iranians inside and
outside the country are
exploring a faith that crystallized
two millennia before the
Prophet Muhammed appeared
on the scene. “Converting back”
to Zoroastrianism, as many refer
to the process of rediscovering
their roots, has encouraged a
view of Islam as an alien Arab
faith that was imposed on
unwilling Persians during the
Muslim conquest of the seventh
century. For most of his

childhood in pre-revolutionary

Iran, Dr. Ali M. heard virtually

nothing about his family’s
religious heritage. (He declined
to share his full name out of
concern for family members still
living in the country.) But when
Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini
seized power following the 1979
revolution that overthrew the
Shah, Ali's family left for
Germany. Experiencing a
foreign culture for the first time,
Ali, who now works as a
physician in southern California,
began to ask questions about
his background. “When |
lived in Germany, | was
going through my teenage
years,” he explained. “| tried
to find out who I am and
what was going on around
me in a world of chaos and
displacement.”
Ali began asking his parents
about their religious heritage
and ancient roots. That’s when
he found out through
conversations with his mother
that his grandfather’'s family
was descended from the
Zoroastrian priestly
lineage.Anxious to acquire more
knowledge about his hidden
faith,  Ali

Zoroastrian

began studying
teachings. He
three

learned about the

principles propagated by
Zoroaster: Humata, Hukhta, and
Hvarshta, “Good Thoughts,
Good Words, and Good Deeds”
in Avestan, an ancient Iranian
language. He learned that fire,
which plays such a central role
in Zoroastrian religious
ceremonies, represents the
divine light of wisdom. Then he
decided to undergo the Navjote,
an initiation ceremony into the
faith that is similar to a Bar
Mitzvah. At first, the priests
whom Ali met in America were

apprehensive about performing

the ceremony, pointing out that
doing so would be regarded as
apostasy by Iran’s rulers, which
could cost Ali his life if he
returned home. According to
Iran’s official records, Ali's
father is registered as a Muslim.
Under Iranian law, children
automatically take their father’s
religion. Iranians who depart
Islam for another faith face
imprisonment or even
execution. Ali was devastated
and angry. “ was in tears, | was
actually crying,” he said. “I said |
don’t need these people to
prove who | am. | was going to
find somebody to do this for me,
so | could formally declare my
belief.” Eventually he found a
Zoroastrian priest to perform his
Navjote. “I felt that I'm the same
person and have always been a
Zoroastrian,” Ali said, reflecting
on the experience. “Even
though | grew up in a household
where religion didn’t play a
central role and was never
forced on me.” Ali now believes
in asha, a Zoroastrian concept
meaning “the path of truth and
righteousness”—that things
always fall into place if you
follow the right path. In the
seventh century, Arab tribes
armed with the Quran patched
together the former territories
of the Sassanian Empire, the last
pre-lslamic  Persian dynasty,
forcing the conquered
population to adopt Islam. As a
result, some
Zoroastrians fled Iran
for lands as varied as
China, India, and the
Balkans. But many
behind,

resisting the Arabs for

stayed

200 years, in what
some call “The First

Arab Occupation.”

“Students were taught that
Zoroastrian priests and the
Sassanians were barbarians, and
that the Arabs had to come in to
‘civilize the people,’” said
Dinyar, a Zoroastrian historian
who asked to use a pseudonym
because he regularly travels to
Iran. Zoroastrians continued to
resist  conversion despite
continued persecution. By the
15th century, a sizeable portion
of Persia’s population still
remained Zoroastrian,
especially in the northern
provinces of Gilan and
Mazandaran. Their continuing
presence  raised  concerns
among the Muslim clergy that
others might probe their roots
and family backgrounds and
leave Islam. “Those who did not
convert had to pay jizya, the
infidel tax,” explained Dr.
Daryoush Jahanian, a leading
Zoroastrian scholar. “If they
could not afford the tax, they
were subjected to torture,
confiscation of property, and
even threats to their life.”
Another humiliation imposed on
the Zoroastrians, along with
other religious minorities, was a
law compelling them to wear a
yellow patch on their clothing to
mark them out —a badge of

inferiority that the Jews of ...

To be continued on page 12
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Editor Notes

The editor’s note for this issue of the Zoroastrian Journal, is an edited summery of an
interview with; Mr. Morgan Freeman. Happy Mehregan — Shahrooz Ash

Freeman told TheBlaze in a recent interview that the idea for his National
Geographic Channel series titled, “The Story of God With Morgan Freeman” originated
about six or seven years ago when he and fellow executive producer Lori McCreary were
in Istanbul. It was there that they learned for the first time that “Jesus is part of Islamic
religious tradition,” and is considered a prophet by Muslims. “This was news to the two
of us,” Freeman said, going on to quip, “File that up and chalk it up to total ignorance.”
Freeman, who discussed gaining quite a bit of knowledge throughout the filming of the
series, also said that he didn’t feel as though the project changed his personal
perspective on faith or the Almighty.

“Nothing in me or my sense of faith or belief changed as a result of this project,” he said.
“Personally, | don't feel there was a change in me.” As for any of the details or information
that he learned that was the most shocking or intriguing, Freeman cited his realization
that he is essentially a follower of Zoroastrianism. Though Zoroastrianism was never,
even in the thinking of its founder, as aggressively monotheistic as, for instance, Judaism
or Islam, it does represent an original attempt at unifying under the worship of one
supreme god a polytheistic religion comparable to those of the ancient Greeks, Latins,
Indians, and other early peoples. Its other salient feature, namely dualism, was never
understood in an absolute, rigorous fashion. Good and Evil fight an unequal battle in
which the former is assured of triumph. God’s omnipotence is thus only temporarily
limited. In this struggle man must enlist because of his capacity of free choice. He does
so with his soul and body, not against his body, for the opposition between good and evil
is not the same as the one between spirit and matter. Freeman said that he was surprised
to find that he aligned with the sentiments of this theological worldview. “| didn’t know
anything about Zoroastrianism,” the actor told TheBlaze. “That kind of shocked me,
mainly because | didn’t know anything about it and when | found about it, | found out |
was one of its followers.” He had earlier said the following in an interview with the Belfast
Telegraph:”It's one of the ancient philosophies. It is based on three basic tenets, good
thoughts, good words and good deeds. That covers pretty much all of us.”

The actor also went on to offer up an intriguing perspective when asked what God means
to him, and what comes to mind if and when he considers the concept of the Almighty.
“In the Ten Commandments there was one commandment that said, ‘Thou shalt have
no other gods before me,” he responded. “| buy that.”

While Freeman didn't elaborate, he previously made headlines in 2012 for saying,

“I am God” during an interview with Fox411.

As TheBlaze previously reported, Freeman was asked during that interview about his
faith and whether he thinks that there is a God. Here’s the dialogue from Fox411:

Fox411: Do you think there is a God?

[Morgan Freeman]: Do | think there’s a God? Um (pause) yeah.

Fox411: You paused.

MF: | paused because | am God.

Fox411: Because every man is created in God’s image.

MF: Yes or God’s created in my image.

California Zoroastrian
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HAPPY
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s Mazda [Wisdom)]; is the Zarathustrian Deity or God.
Asho Zarathushtra Spitaman in the Gathas states that he is: Mantra/thought-provoker,
Zotar/invoker and Ratu/teacher. Zarathurstrians believe in Good Thoughts, Good Words,

Religions, Culture, Social, Science, History, News...

Senior Editors: and Good Deeds.
Mobed Bahram Deboo The Zarathushtrian sacred text is called the Avesta. The five Gathas in the Avesta are the
Shahrooz Ash very divinely inspired words of, Asho Zarathushtra Spitaman;, the holiest of the holies. The
Nasrin Oribeheshti Zarathushtrian vision is the first scientific view in terms of; ethics, metaphysics and

epistemology, dating back somewhere between 4 to 8 thousand years. According to
Zarathushtra there is only one deity, Mazda/Wisdom worthy of: worship, praise and
celebration. True Zoroastrians follow the path of Asha (righteousness), one should choose
to the right thing because it is right. Our belief teaches us to respect these four elements:
Dr. Niaz Kasravi Water, Fire, Air and Earth because they sustain human life. Zarathushtra says that the
divine is present within each one of us and in all things. This divine flame should not be

Mehrdad Mondegari

Authors/Writers

HOMI D. GANDHI
ARZAN contaminated, but sustained by good thoughts, good words and good deeds. In the
Mobad Bahrarm Debioo Avestan text Yasna 17.11, Zarathushtra expresses his beautiful thought by speaking of the
fire in all things, the fire within each one of us. If the divine is present in all of us, then one
Eilio S IRE B B must accept that Humans are divine, sacred and holy. In fact all beings with life are a
JAMSHEED K. CHOKSY, VIA CNN divine. Zarathushtra is the first person to advocate freedom of choice; this is why
ZENOBIA RAVIJI, K.E. EDULIEE Zarathushtra is known to be the father of free will.

Shahrooz & Lori George Ash
“Zoroastrianism has been identified as one of the key early events in the development of
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