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Koorosh K. Shahrokh, Esq.
Managing Attorney

Car fccidents = We will represght
Deféetive Productsf =« & & & = b you from intake
Medlcal Malpractic ¥ % 1 i through trial.
Denftal Malpractice )

Your case is ne¥er

B’rth ’”IF’”?S ' ; too big or too gmall
BraifijInjuries ' ' for us to handlgl
WroRigful Death - |

Mes@thelioma ; We will not ch@rge
Premises Liability ; you any fee if there
Truck Accidents is no recovery.
Employment Law

Nursihg Home Abuse \ We will return @/
Busifless Litigation your telephon@lcalls
DisaBility Claims . and e-mails and
Burriinjuries " keep you inforhed
AppBals about your case.
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CALL NOW FOR A FREE CONSULTATION

Mehdi Yazdi

BRE # 01790150 Mr.K@NationalChoiceLawyers.com

949.307.4330 . €13) GQ[NG AGAIN!

maxremax2000@yahoo.com
www.maxmehdi.com
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¢ Family based petitions/Visas

o H-1B specialty occupation Visas

e L-1intra-company transferee Visas
e E-2 investor Visas

¢ Business plan preparation

¢ Incorporation of entities
[ ]

[ ]
°

[ ]

EB-5 immigrant investor based Green Cards
Deportation and Removal Hearings
Judgment Collections

Business Transactions

Hormuzd H. Ezzati, Esq.
CA Realtor-Broker #01896572

As a Real Estate Broker
I can help you purchase/ lease your home or office

For a free initial case evaluation contact:
c: 310-801-1975 | f: 949-528-3780 | e: henry@ezzatilaw.com
Office Languages: Farsi, English, Armenian, Arabic, Russian, conversant in Gujrati/Dari

www.ezzatilaw.com

[E],I

Avicenna

Accounting & Tax Services
The Best Public Accounting
& Tax Services Firm

* Preparation corporate & individual tax
» Preparing & reviewing income statement
= Preparing & reviewing balance sheet
* Auditing
s Preparation of financial forecasts
* Preparation of financial projection plan

8500 Leesburg Pike. Suite #203, Vienna, VA 22182
Telephone: (703) 448-6655
Fax: (703) 448-6656
www.aviact.com
email: infol@aviact.com

T 5 T
4Armin C ki
Armin Ghaiby Lowv S Ho! yglawo

SCAN HERE with smartphone
For a peek inside, property
details, price & more

http://arminghaiby.kwrealty.com
arminghaiby@kwrealty.com

Office: (949) 282- 0088
Cell: (949) 266- 6565

ZOROASTRIAN SPORTS COMMITTEE
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LES|14TH
ﬂl[IHIHHIH LORDASTRIAN
USAIGAMES

is pleased to announce

The 14™ Z Games

July 2-6, 2014
Cal State Dominguez Hills
Loz Angeles, CA, USA
ONLINE REGISTRATION
OPENS

FEBRUARY 22

www.zathletics.com | msoffezone.org

FOR UP TO THE MINUTE DETAILS, FOLLOW US ON 50C1AL MEDIA
L @Liparty r @Liperts n 250

Bahram Irani

Real Estate Consultant

& ! o 50
SHot 39 Lo yglive

G5 b g S bW S e
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If you are looking to buy a house or if you want to

sell your house, enjoy our best services.

Tel:(818)645-3134 E-mail: BAHIRANI@yahoo.com
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California Zoroastrian Center

is Proud to be a Sponsor

for this event

California Zoroastrian Center

is Proud to be a Sponsor for this event

IRANIAN

\
( _

SPFARHANG

he Persian Community Group
of Orange County cordially
invites you to attend and
celebrate the first Persian
New Year (NowRuz) Festival
in Orange County on Sunday, March
23, 2014, from 1pm to 5pm, at the Rose
Garden (Bill Barber Community Park)
adjacent to the Irvine Civic Center.
At this event, you will meet Persian
organizations, their members at large,
as well as our community leaders. Best
of all, you will experience a taste of
the rich Persian culture. There will be
Persian tea and pastries, food, music
and dances by young performers.
About The Persian Community Group:
The Persian Community Group is
a coalition of several Non-Profit
Organizations promoting the rich
culture of Persia in Orange County.
The Group’s Programs include: Persian

New Year (Nowruz) Proclamation

Ceremony at City of Irvine, Nowruz :

Banners on the streets of City of
Irvine, Persian New Year Festival
at Bill Barber Community Park
and assisting with Sizdah Bedar

celebration at Mason Park and with

Mehregan celebration.

* Association of Iranian-American
Seniors

* Bowers Museum Persian Arts
Council

* California Zoroastrian Center

* I[ranian American Bar Association

« Iranian American Medical Doctors :

* Iranian American Society of
Engineers and Architects (IASEA)
* Iranian American Woman
Foundation (IAWF)

* I[ranian Cultural Center of Orange

County (ICCOC)

* Irvine Iranian Parents Association

(IPA)

» Khayam Persian School
Foundation (KPSF)

* Network of Iranian American
Professionals of Orange County
(NIPOC)

» Samuel Jordan Center for Persian
Studies, UCI
* Strategic Business Group (SBG

@

Iran promoting 2
: S

tourist 13

attractions at

Belgrade fair

Iran is participating in the 36th edition of

the ongoing International Tourism Fair

in Belgrade, presenting a selection of its
tourist attractions for the first time.

Organized by Iran’s embassy in Belgrade,
a variety of Persian handicrafts and images
of Iran’s historical monuments have been
put on display in Iran’s pavilion at the fair,
the Persian service
of IRNA reported on Friday. Moreover, a
selection of documentaries about Iran is
also being screened in the pavilion making
the visitors more familiar with Iran and its
scenic beauty.
Speaking in the opening ceremony,
Fair Director Nikola Andric regarded
Iran’s participation in the fair as a good
opportunity to develop tourism cooperation
between the two countries and providing a
basis for more economic collaboration.
He added that the fair helps Iran’s tourist
agencies to become more familiar with
tourist agencies in his country.
A total of 1000 participants from 54
countries and nine new countries including
Argentina, Algeria, Albania, United Arab
Emirate (UAE), Abu Dhabi, Malaysia,
Iran, India, Portugal and Romania are
promoting their tourism offers for the first
time in Belgrade.

The Belgrade Tourism Fair is ranked as
the largest tourist event in the country and
southeast Europe. Upholding international
business standards for more than 30 years,
it has created partner relationships with
its exhibitors, offering a variety of quality
activities and attracting a huge number of
exhibitors every year.
The fair, which opened on February 27,
will be running until March 2.
Source — Mehr News Agency
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Iranian cultural
| festival kicks off
| in Sarajevo

r —

~ General

ran’s cultural festival has opened in the capital city of Bosnia and
| Herzegovina,, Sarajevo, to introduce Persian heritage and variety of its
national treasure.
| Organized by Iran’s cultural office in Belgrade, the festival began its program
| today on March 10.
Many various Persian art pieces created by Iranian artists have been presented
| atthe five-day event.
The displayed works represent Iranian calligraphy, painting, woodcarvings,
carpet weaving, inlaid, illumination and enamel.
| Traditional Iranian music, screening of movies are also to be presented during
the festival.
| A number of photos depicting Iranian tourist attractions, cultural products and
| books will be also showcased on the sidelines of the festival.
Several Iranian TV series and cinematic productions have been aired by Sarajevo
| TV during recent years.

| Source - Press TV

(" California Zoroastrian Center
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| offers Lifetime Achievement,
| Dissertation Awards.
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| INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY

for IRANTIAN STUDIES
5 Ol (el el

The International Society for Iranian Studies
Book and
Nominations may
be made using the ISIS website. For a list

| of the awards please consult http:/www.
| iranianstudies.com/awards For descriptions

of each award and online nomination forms

| please link to: The Lifetime Achievement

Award The Ehsan Yarshater Book Award

| The Saidi-Sirjani Book Award http://www.
| iranianstudies.com/awards/saidiSirjani

The Latifeh Yarshater Award The Rahim

| M. Irvani Dissertation Award The Mehrdad
| Mashayekhi Dissertation Award

Please nominate by March 15, 2014. Award

| recipients will be announced at the 2014

Biennial Conference Opening Reception in

| Montreal Canada, August 7th, 2014.

| Congratulations to elected members

of the Board of Trustees of CZC. :
Wishing all the best of health, strength,
' patience, and wisdom to serve our :
Zarathushti community to the best of

your abilities

©000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000¢
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Parthian city of
Hatra in Northern
Iraq in an
alarming state

In the middle of an Iraqi
northern desert, the imposing
remains of the 2000 year old
city of Hatra stand forlornly in
the midst of wild grass, faintly
attesting to the remote glory
of the third Iranian dynastic
Empire, the Parthians (248

BCE-224  CE), reported
Xinhua.
Well-known for its high

walls full of inscriptions and
watchtowers dotted around
the fortified city, Parthian
Hatra, about 290 km (180 mi)
northwest of Baghdad and
110 km (68 mi) southwest
of Mosul. Hatra withstood
repeated attacks and played
an important role during the
Second Parthian War against
the Romans. It repulsed the
sieges of both Trajan (116/117)
and Septimius  Severus
(198/199). After the fall of the
Parthian dynasty, Hatra was
included into the new dynastic
Empire, the Sasanians in
224 CE. The ancient city was
inscribed on the UNESCO
World Heritage List in 1985,
the first such site in nowadays
Iraq.

or the past decade
of unrest following
the 2003 US-led
invasion, the ancient
Iranian city has been
suffering from inadequate
excavations and maintenance
and few tourists have ventured
into the historic site.
Around the temples and ruined
walls of Hatra where Iranian
architecture and decorative
features blended with the
Roman art, several Iraqi

interior ministry  policemen
stood idly with rifles in hand,
guarding a sprawling and
virtually empty site.

“Tourists stopped visiting the
site years ago because of the
insecure situation in the area,
even foreign archaeological
teams’ safety cannot be
ensured,”

a local security source who
refused to be named told
Xinhua.

There isn’t enough security
members available to protect
the Hatra archaeological site,
due to fears of regular attacks
by armed groups, particularly
the Saudi Arabia sponsored
terrorist group al-Qaida, which
considers antiquities like the
statues are prohibited in the
Islamic Sharia law.

ACULTURALCATASTROPHE
The country that sine 1920s
known as Iraq is home to one
of the earliest civilizations. In
over 5000 years, the country
was bestowed with numerous
historic treasures, which, as a
result of the unrest in the past
decade, have been afflicted
by a cultural catastrophe. The
region become part of the
Persian Empire in 539 BCE
and remained Iranian over
1100 until 637 CE when it was
invaded by the Arab Muslims.

In the chaos following the fall
of Baghdad by the United
States on April 9, 2003, the
Iragi national museum was
ransacked by looters including
some of the US soldiers. An
estimated 15,000 priceless

antiquities were lost and only
about haft of them have been
recovered so far. Majority
have left the country for West.

The museum, which houses
some of the world's most
precious artefacts of ancient
Mesopotamia, is still not open
to the public due to slow
renovations amid persistent
violence in the country.
Only specially arranged
groups are allowed to

visit some renovated
halls.
he looting |
also occurred
in  museums
and libraries I
in other ~
provinces, but more
severe -- and less
publicised -- damage

was the destruction of
Irag’s  archaeological
sites.

Chaos and
security during the
post-invasion years
left many historic sites
in the hands of looters
who carried out random
excavations and stole
tens of thousands of

fragile ¢

antiquities, usually
causing irreversible
damage, said Huda

Hussein, an Iragi female
archaeologist.

“The links the |
antiquites to  their
places are evidences
for the civilisations that
once prevailed there, so
moving them will cut the
links. But of course they

of

(the looters) don’t know or
they don’t care, and they only
care about money,” she said.

At least 32,000 items were
estimated to have been looted
from 12,000 recognised
archaeological sites across
Iraq since 2003. Yet for the
potentially more than 100,000
sites which are undiscovered,
it is impossible to reckon
the actual number of stolen
artefacts.

Become a fan of CAIS-SOAS
Stay up to date on the
latest opinion, analysis and
conversations through social
media. Join us at Facebook/
CAIS.SOAS and follow us @
CAISNews on Twitter. We
welcome your ideas and
comments.

=y
it

ainyny pue AIOISIH

—_—
—




General

RN
o

The Zoroastrian Journal Spring 2014

Nowruz at the Midnight
Mission in Los Angeles:
«Good Thoughts, Good
«Words, Good Deeds

n Friday March 14th
the Midnight Mission
and Southern California

Iranians will reunite for the

third
annual Nowruz at the Midnight Mission
eventin Downtown’s Skid Row sponsored
by Skechers USA,
Inc.
From 3-6 pm the streets of Skid Row will
be transformed into festive medley of
traditional lranian music, dance and a
glittering haft sin commemorating the
festival of spring. Last year Iranian-
American celebrities such as musician
Andy, writer/actor Houshang Touzie,
journalist and radio host Homa Sarshar
along with hundreds of other volunteers
helped serve hot meals and gifts to
over 3,000 men, women and children of
Skid Row. Everyone’s efforts helped
raise over $125,000 to aid the Midnight
Mission continue serving those in need
of assistance.
Nowruz is not strictly an lranian holiday
but a festival of life and gratitude that
cultivates fellowship among all ethnicities

N N
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and religions. As the largest group of
Iranians outside of Iran, it
only makes sense for Tehrangelenos to

reach out to the very community that took
them in over 30 years

ago and provided them with the
resources to thrive both professionally

pursuit the Midnight

Mission strives for every day. This year
marks the Midnight Mission’s 100th
anniversary of helping LA’'s

most needy residents to reestablish
themselves back into society by giving
them the proper care,

resources and support they need for
long-term rehabilitation.

“'m proud to be part of this remarkable
institution, which has  successfully

evolved in harmony with the

Los Angeles region over the last hundred
years,” says Larry Adamson, The Midnight
Mission’s President

and CEO. “By the same token, we are

and personally.
The spirit of Nowruz is one of renewal
and promises of a better, brighter start, a

honored to be aligned with the Iranian-
American community, who

continue their philanthropic pledge to the
City and the issue of homelessness.”
Prominent members of the community
including philanthropist and real estate
developer Shay Maghame

as well as Chairman of Farhang
Foundation Ali C. Razi will be in
attendance as well as other celebrities
and community leaders who will
participate by volunteering to serve
meals, perform, deliver gifts or

donate much needed funds to the
Mission.

While it’s too late to sign up as a volunteer,
you can donate by calling 213-624-4106.

photos from the 2013 Nowruz
at the Midnight Mission event
(by Orly Minazad)



Children

To facilitate the attendance of
parents of young children, and
provide value for the registration
of children, the Congress will
offer babysitting for children
under the age of five years.
Volunteers from the community
will care for children in this age
group and guide them through
numerous playful activities
that will keep them occupied
and well entertained while
their parents attend Congress
sessions.

A religious education program
for children aged 5-12 years
will also be offered. Details of
the program will be decided
based on the number of
children in attendance, so be
sure to register early. The mini-
Congress will, therefore, allow
children to learn about their
religion and culture in an age
appropriate and pleasurable
manner, while allowing parents
to enjoy adult Congress
sessions that are of interest to
them. All materials for the mini-
Congress will be provided as
part of the children’s registration
fees.

The Zoroastrian Journal Spring 2014

Sedreh Pooshi/Navjote in
Berlin, 3751 Mazda Yasni
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Sedreh Pooshi / Navjote
in Berlin, Germany
3751 Mazda Yasni
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Bozorg Bazgasht Organization in cooperation with the Zarathushthrian Association
of Germany held a group Sedreh Pooshi/Navjote in Berlin, Germany on Manthra
Sepand day of Azar Mah in 3751 Mazda Yasni (Saturday 14th December, 2013).
Some Iranians along with a Polish lady joined the Zarathushti faith by being initiated
in the ceremony.

The forgotten Gandhi: Feroze Gandhi

(September 1912 — 8 September 1960 12)

Son-in-lawtoone primeminister, pursueroftruththathewasonce the government  splurged

husband to another and father
to a third, he should have
been a well-known face in the
country’s political landscape.
But this isn’t the case with
Feroze Gandhi, whose birth
centenary — September 12 —
has just gone unnoticed.

India’s greatest investigative
parliamentarian, crusader
against corruption, advocate
of press freedom and the first
campaigner for the people’s
right to information has gone
unnoticed. He was such a
cerebral, diligent and ruthless

described by a fellow member
of parliament as a “dangerously
well-informed person”.

While the nation remains
obsessed with the fortunes
of the family which has 10—
Janpath as its postal address,
it appears to have forgotten the
real Gandhi who bequeathed
this magical surname to Sonia
et al.

But why blame the nation, when
the fault lies with an ungrateful
government controlled by this
ungrateful family? Last year

Rs7.25 crore on newspaper
advertisements on the occasion
of the birth anniversaries of
Indira and Rajiv, but pretended
not to notice Feroze’s birth
centenary.

There may be other reasons for
this display of ungratefulness.
Since the government s
engulfed in scams and is
employing undemocratic
means to curtail parliamentary
investigations, how can it halil
the man who was described
as the greatest campaigner
against corruption?

© uonoag smaN
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BusShehrAtoursist
ABGRACHION'S

Bushehr, the capital city of southern Province of Bushehr in Iran is
located in Persian Gulf coasts and has desert climate.

Natural tourist attractions abounds the city which draws a great
number of tourists to the city around the year especially during
the Iranian New Year’s Day holiday and the beginning of spring.
i The province has a long coastline, more than 700 kilometers in the
i Persian Gulf.

Rais Ali Delvari’s HouseRais Ali Delvari is an Iranian independence
fighter against British colonialism in Bushehr province whose house
1 is now a museum open to public.

1 Achaemenid Tomb

i A tomb of Achaemenid Era in Dashtestan of Bushehr province
is believed to be graves of some of Achaemenid female royals
including Mandanda and Atousa.

Source, MNA

MEHR NEWS AGENCY

The XVII North American
Zoroastrian Congress: Faith
and Unity, Los Angeles,
California, December
2014 ,29-31

The Program Committee is
excited to present a rich and
rewarding experience which

meaningfully showcases
the theme of the XVII North
American Zoroastrian

Congress: Faith and Unity.

Zoroastrianism is the world’s
oldest monotheistic faith. Since
the first Zoroastrians came from
IndiaandIranto NorthAmericain
the last century, the community
has sought to maintain its
Zoroastrian  traditions and
follow the teachings of the
Prophet Zarathushtra, who
espoused the importance of
“Good Thoughts, Good Words,
and Good Deeds” in the service
of one God, about 4,000 years
ago. Amongst many, one of
our important contributions to
the world is “the first charter
of human rights and freedom”
established by Cyrus the Great.
We aspire to nurture our ancient
faith and glorious history, even
as we embrace our modern
American  existence, and
contribute to our future.

Programming geared towards
everyone from newborns to
seniors will be the hallmark of
this Congress. We will make it
a Congress to remember for all!

Adults

Delegates can expect dynamic
speakers: experts and laymen,
who will provide much food
for thought, with lectures and
interactive panel discussions
on various topics related to our
religion, history, culture and
contemporary existence. The
use of technology will facilitate
the immediate exchange of
ideas and opinions from the
audience.

Social & Entertainment Program

Delegates will be treated to a
red-carpet experience as only
Los Angeles can offer. Evening
galas will showcase talented
amateur and  professional
Zoroastrian entertainers.
In addition, the Congress
is excited to showcase a
special performance by the
World Zoroastrian Symphony
Orchestra. Social events over
the three nights of the Congress
will reflect the entertainment
style and social traditions of
the cultures that have nurtured
Zoroastrianism for  ages:
Persian, Indian and American.
An extraordinary Gala Event is
planned for New Year’s Eve.

Youth

There will be several sessions
aimed at addressing matters of
interest to young Zarathushtis.
For the first time, the Congress
will offer a “Teen Track” which
will consist of interactive
sessions, and engage teens
in learning about their religion
and culture using the tools and
technology prevalent in their
lives. We encourage youth
and teen delegates to bring
their laptops or tablets and/or
smartphones to their hands-
on, interactive workshop-style
sessions.

An important goal of the
Congress is to facilitate
friendships among Zoroastrian
youth in North America. To that
end, we will offer events prior
to the start of the Congress
to optimize the time you can
spend with friends new and old,
in addition to the social events
that are scheduled during the
Congress.



CONTINUE

At the same time, our free will's
actions are responsible for our
spiritual state here and there.

There are Zoroastrians who
would like to omit, add or deny
certain  doctrines  including
eschatology due to our actions
caused by free will. There is a
sublime allusion in the Gathas
we need to recognize even
though  Zarathuhstra  talks
about Perfection, Ameretat,
(immortality) and resurrection.
The doctrine that the person is
eschatologically accountable for
his actions is found in Y. 31.14.

IdeassuchasHYPERLINK“http://
www.cais-soas.com/CAIS/
cosmology/gardoman.htm”garé.
dHYPERLINK “http://www.cais-
soas.com/CAIS/cosmology/
gardoman.htm”eHYPERLINK
“http://www.cais-soas.com/
CAIS/cosmology/gardoman.
htm”’mana-, usually translated
as ‘the house of Song’ (Y. 50.4,
51.15), desména- vanhaus
mananho, ‘the house of the
Good Mind’ (Y. 32.15), or anhaus
vahista- ‘the best of existences’
(Y. 46.10) and other indirect
expressions in 15-17 seem to
be linked to the reward of the
soul for having performed good
deeds and the house of Lie
(dr0j6 demana) as the reward
for evil deeds (Y. 46.11, 49.11).

In the post Gathic period, these
ideas were expanded too far in
creating the myth of the beautiful
maiden greeting the righteous
soul but an ugly one to the
unrighteous. Thus, these were
cast in stones.

In conclusion, our free will has a
power to move us in the direction
we want to go. Free will does not
pop up like a thought. It has a
subconscious and conscious
storage of all our perceptions,
exceptions and years of
accumulated experiences,
good or bad, since our birth,
upbringing and walking through
life. Zarathuhstra, through good
will with good wisdom, wants us
to further goodness to ourselves
as well others to bring about
harmony and peace in the whole
world. This is the most supreme
message the world ought to
know.
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A touch of modernity for only
Parsi museurm

ucked away in

Kemps Corner at the

Khareghat Colony lies

the Framji Dadabhoy
Alpaiwalla Museum, the city’s
only community museum
dedicated to Parsi artifacts.
But over the years, as with
most heritage structures in the
city, the building has fallen into
disrepair. However, 2014 brings
great news with it. In a three-
phase plan, over five years, the
museum will be restored to more
than its former glory.

“The organizers of the 10th
World Zoroastrian Congress
wanted to leave a lasting legacy
on the city,” says Pheroza
Godrej, an art conservationist
and honorary consultant to the
museum, “so | asked them to
take up the issue of restoring
the Alpaiwalla Museum. The
structure is fabulous and didn’t
need much work, but the roof
was leaking and the toilets were
not usable.

“That has been changed. Also
the museum was last restored
30 years ago, so the display
techniques are all old. We want
to change it according to current
world standards.”

The restoration project is being
financed by the Mumbai Parsi

Punchayet. The Parsi diaspora
has also come forward to donate
towards its renovation.

The museum was inaugurated
with a small ceremony. Godrej
says they’d like to change shows
every three to four months. One
of the first shows will have a
reproduction of the western
staircase from the Apadana in
Persepolis in a 12-foot-long
glass fabrication. The second
is a replica of the sanctum
sanctorum of an agiary.

oth the pieces were
D made thanks to
:) the sponsorship of

philanthropist Dr Cyrus
Poonawala and were shown
at the School of Oriental and
African Studies (SOAS) in the
UK last year.

The first phase is to make sure
the structure of the building
is fine and to recruit a team to
manage the museum’s daily
functioning. The second phase
has two parts — one where the
showcases and lighting will be
changed and the second where
the artifacts will be restored.

“We have limited budgets and
can't afford to centrally air-
condition the entire museum,”
says Godrej. “But in order to
keep the artifacts safe, we need

to temperature-control each
showcase, which will be our
primary focus. In conjunction
with developing the showcases,
we will also restore the artifacts
with the help of outside agencies.
For example, we could get the
Tapi Foundation to restore the
textiles.”

The third phase is to make the
museum disabled-friendly with
the help of Mithu Alur and her
foundation ADAPT.

The formal reopening of the
museum will be held when the
artifacts arrive from SOAS.
There are over 1,500 artifacts at
the museum. As exhibits under
each section — porcelain, coins,
stamps — are restored, shows
will be held at the Alpaiwalla
Museum.

By Kevin Lobo, Indian Express
Mumbai
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Free will in the Gathas

ree will has been the

subject of all religions.

Briefly let us look at

the view of Abrahamic
religions. In the Old Testament
of Judaism, God makes decision
for them. Actually, Yahweh has
dual personalities. He is good,
generous and the protector as
long as His followers obey His
commands. However, if any
transgression occurs, sins are
committed and disobedience is
displayed, He lashes out and
punishes them with plague,
pestilence, famine, droughts
and death.

evil. This is the very antithesis of
Zarathushtra’s teachings.

In Christianity, Paul, Augustine,
Luther and Martin were great
promoters of predestination.
As such, all is predetermined.
As such, those who have free
will not to believe in Jesus are
condemned.

n Islam, dating back to
the Ommyyad times, the
predestination  view  of
the origin of good or evil
resulted from God’s decrees.
This movement was known as
Jabriya while another movement

In the Book of Exodus, we get
the story of how Yahweh acts

towards the Israelites and
Egyptians. The Pharaoh agrees
that they should depart to the
land of the Canaanites. Yahweh
instructs Moses to camp at the
shore of the Red Sea. Yahweh
plans to kill Egyptians and directs
them to chase the Israelites. To
make the story short, the sea
waves set apart, Moses and
his followers cross successfully
but the Egyptians drown as
the waves again merge at half
way. It appears Yahweh lies to
Egyptians so that they all will be
destroyed.

In the Gathas, Mazda does not
have such a dual personality to
reward and punish unbelievers
by death. That’'s why Zurvanism,

though once popular, was
considered as heresy by Mazda
yasna  orthodoxy  because

Mazda and Ahriman were his two
sons, responsible for good and

called Qadariya, believed in free
will. Salvation comes from the
right path to choose rationally
between good and eviland hence
the reward of heaven. By early
Abbasid times, the Motazilites
took over the Qadarite belief in
human free will and argued that
man can establish the truths of
religion on the basis of reason,
without any need for divine
guidance.

However, the majority of Sunni
traditionalists, representing
the mainstream of Muslim
thought, eventually rejected
Qadarism and adopted a
form  of  predestinarianism
as propounded by Asharism
(Encyclopedia Iranica, Dec 15,
2000).

Now we come to the Gathic
concept where we must make
a distinction between ‘each his
own’ (EHO) and free will. The
definition of EHO simply says

that each can have his/her
opinions, beliefs and choices. If
one points at a horse and says
to another person, ‘That horse
is black,” but the other person
replies that it's brown, that is
‘each his own’. Y

However, when one makes a
choice to join an institution, he/
she is opting in and must follow
the customs and traditions of
that group. He/she cannot, now,
opt out from observing what is
required in that institution. For
example, one makes a choice
to visit a Sikh temple. Well, they
will not allow you to enter unless
you follow their rules of taking
shoes off at the door. The same
goes in other religions including
ours.

With free will comes the
responsibility  of  decision-
making and choice. There are
people in power who will abuse
free will in ways that, to the rest
of the people, will be destructive.
Zarathushtra’s  approach s
different. He does not want
evil thinkers, speakers, doers,
conscience and rulers. For
they have evil free will and their
place will be in the house of Lies
(Yasna 49.11).

He says in Yasna 31.2:

Yezi1 aish2 néit3 urvané4 -
adva5 aibi-dereshta6 vah’'ya7
at8 va9 vispéng10 ayéi11 -
yathd12 ratim13  ahur614
vaédaibs
mazda16 aya17 asaya18 —ya19
ashat20 hacha21 jvamahi22.

Because1 of these2 (choices)
the better7 path5 is not seen
clearly3,6 by the soul4 (living
world), 111 have11 therefore8
comel11 forth11 to you9 all10
as12 Ahural4 Mazda16 has
acknowledged15 (me) as the
spiritual13 leader13 for both17
these parties18 so that19 we
live22 in accordance21 with
righteousness20 (oy and
harmony). (B.Deboo)

e emphasizes that free
will has two choices,
good and evil, but the
people of the world
had not seen them clearly and
he can show them the right path.
He further warns those who will
use free will in an evil way in

By Mobed Behram Deboo
Yasna 30.11:

Hyat1 ta2 urvatd3 sashatha4
— ya5 mazda6é  dadat7
mashyanghd8

hvitichd9 éneiti10 hyatcha11
— daregém12 dregvodebyd13
rash614

savacha15 ashavaby616 -
at17 aipi18 taish19 anghaiti20
ushta21!

When1 you learn4 these2
teachings3 of happiness9 (or
well-being) and suffering10 (ill-
being) which5 Mazda6 gave?7,
O mortals8, and when11 (there
will be) a long period12 of
retribution14 for the wicked
people13 and the rewards15
for the righteous persons16,
then17 hereafter18 there shall
be20 joy21 through these19
(teachings). (B.Deboo).

Free will does not mean you
have a license to do anything you
desire without considering the
consequences that could follow.
Zarathushtra wants us to use
our Good Mind to contemplate,
discern and determine
intelligently which course is
beneficial to one and others.
That is called group-mindedness
versus self-centeredness.

He also urges us to use innate
(asna) and acquired khratum
(wisdom) in making decisions.
Of course, that does not mean
we will always be perfect in our
actions. We are bound to make
mistakes.

In many instances ‘each his
own’ is not acceptable. To give
one example, a person who
goes to the emergency room
of a hospital from a fall which
caused him to bleed and does
not tell the staff that he has HIV
before they treat him, will be
morally and ethically wrong due
to the fact that his blood might
infect others.. We can defend
him saying he was too ashamed
to tell. Is that enough?

If our EHO decided to join the
navy, we are bound to follow
rules and regulations to be a
part of the team. In the same
way, if our EHO decided to play
basketball, we would have to
follow the rules of the game on
the court, and we are not any
more EHO.
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of devastating catastrophes and the
consequent amnesia that they triggered
made us to forget absolutely everything
of our history.

Until the beginning of the 19th century
no Iranian had ever heard the name of
Cyrus the Great (Kourosh), or that of
his successors, Dariush, Khashayar (
Xerxes), Arta Khashayar... who had
built the first world empire, unifying for
the first time east and west for over 200
years, and that on the basis of justice
and human rights. This is written on the
famous cylinder of Cyrus the Great now
in the British Museum.

It was the European scholars who, as
from the 18th century, were interested
in Persian history and with a lot of
painstaking efforts deciphered the
Gatha’s language and translated, then
deciphered the cuneiform writings
engraved on the Achaemenid bas-
relieves and tablets, then discovered
the language, or rather the languages -
Old Persian, new Elamite, Acadian and
finally found out the whole history of
Persia before the Arab invasion.

This historical amnesia among the
Iranians was so deep, that we cannot
find a single Iranian name who had been
taking part in these discoveries. They
were preoccupied to learn the Koran
in Arabic that they couldn’t understand
a word or shedding tears over Hussein
the third Shiite Imam who was Kkilled
by his cousin 1400 years ago. Without
forgetting to read the mullah’s “resolution
of problems” regulating the least aspects
of the Iranian’s daily lives. There are
more than two million problems, in the
same nature inherited from two mullahs
of 16th century, among the most
obscurantist and reactionaries named
Alameh Majlesi and Koleini.

*k%k

The mostimportant thing we needed was
to become aware of these 14 centuries of
humiliating condition. Andthisilluminating
consciousness is now offered unwanted
by the mullahs on a plate to us, as a tool
of transformation, a social, human and
spiritual transformation. A transformation
based on a Zoroastrian Renaissance in
Iran that would be the synonymous of
liberation. Liberation from 14 centuries
of Arab cultural colonialism.

This newly found consciousness places
the struggle of the Iranian people for
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a cultural reconstruction in a historical
perspective. This historical perspective
makes the victory not only plausible but
inevitable. Because as from now it is
the natural movement of history (not a
fashion) based on this new awareness
and this new consciousness that bring
forward our aim and objective. With this
newly found consciousness, we are on
the way of getting out of 14 centuries
of defensive mentality of defeat and
weakness.

e are now in the beginning

of the rise of Zoroastrianism

in Iran and the discovery of

the Gathas, because in this
way, the best and the shortest road is to
go directly to the heart of Zarathushra'’s
Existential Philosophy which is the
Gathas. The Gathas will be the most
powerful tool for social and spiritual
transformation. Because these seventeen
sacred songs represent the highest and
most noble ideals that humanity has ever
had and will ever have at its disposal.
What thought, what philosophy what
religion in the world has ever given a better
definition of the purpose of the existence
and life as Zarathustra in the Gathas,
when he says: “the purpose of our life is
to lead a happy and joyful existence on
this earth and the purpose of our creation
is to take part actively in the improvement
of the world, in order that all living beings:
humans, animals and plants live in peace
and fullness”.

This golden concept astonishingly so
modern was developed more than 3700
years ago. Not only it is modern today
but it will be modern as long as this
world exists. This is not an intellectual
construction which evaporates when in
contact with reality. It makes the essence
and the purpose of the creation. All the
precepts presented in the Gathas are
aimed practically to achieve this goal and
purpose. In this way Zarathustra doesn’t
forget to say that “happiness belong to
those who make others happy”.

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo
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TATArust

The Akshaya Patra Foundation

Fitty-five
crore grant
contributed by
the Jamsetji

Tata Trust

The Jamsetji Tata Trust has contributed
a grant of Rs 55 crore (approximately
$8,864,500) to the Akshaya Patra
Foundation, which will be utilized over
the next five years in improving and
optimizing various resources within the
not-for-profit organization.

This initiative is projected to provide
constant backing in the repair and
upgrading of the existing kitchens. It
is also aimed at acquiring logistical
equipment like transportation, reducing
cooking-to-consumption time, mounting
‘green initiatives’, enhancing food
safety measures and achieving process
efficiencies.

n a public-private partnership,
along with funding and grants from
the state and central Government
of India, Akshaya Patra feeds over
1.3 million children in nine states
| | and 20 locations. Midday meals
are distributed to 10,050 government
schools across these locations every
school day.

‘The mission of Akshaya Patra is to
reach five million children by 2020, said
Sri Madhu Pandit Dasa, Chairman of the
Foundation. “This initiative will empower
us to take a few steps towards our goal.
We are grateful to the Jamsetji Tata Trust
for having seen value in associating with
our program.’

The Jamsetji Tata Trust is one of the
oldest philanthropic institutions in India,
and has played a pioneering role in
changing traditional ideas of charity.
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Dr. Khosro Khazai Pardis

Zoroastrian Renaigsance in Lran

As human beings, we are products of
our environment on one hand and of our
history on the other. Even though, the
Parsi and the Iranians have been living
for the past 1200 years in two different
environments, one in India and the
other in Iran, their common historical
roots makes that they have been linked
together throughout this long period.

Our common ancestors witnessed and
lived the first Moslem Arab invasion of
Iran in the 7th century. They witnessed
and lived also that horrible period
between the 7th and 9th centuries known
in our history as “two centuries of silence”
during which the bulk of Persian culture
was destroyed. Those who didn’t want to
accept the rules of the Arabs fled Iran to
India.

1400 years later, our generation, is
witnessing and living the second Moslem
invasion of Iran. A strange game of
destiny wanted that we experience an
extraordinary repeat of history. Once
again the lIranians are projected 1400
years back in time, living the same events
that our common ancestors lived during
the first Moslem invasion. Once again,
the Iranians had to run away from Islam
and Islamic rules. This time in a much
larger scale than the previous one: since
1979 more than five million Iranians had
to flee Iran, mostly for western countries.

ven though these two big

migrations have been produced

by the same cause, that is the

Islamic invasion, the difference
between these two forced migrations is
important. Those who escaped from Iran
to India 1200 years ago (9th century),
the Parsi, brought with them a very
precious thing and it was an “identity”. An
identity rooted in Zoroastrianism, even
though at that time it was in decadence.
Once in India, they had to reshape the
Zoroastrianism in order to adapt it to their
new environment. The Indian society was
based on a rigid social division, the casts.
Therefore, the newcomers, the Persians
or Parsi, had to build their own cast and
live together. This action gave them two
great advantages. Firstly, they kept their
Zoroastrian identity and secondly this
very identity helped them to keep the

cohesion of the group and throughout the
time become a successful community in
India. Even though some thought in order
to keep this success they had to sacrifice
two important pillars of Zoroastrianism:
one, the profoundly universality of
Zoroastrian message and second, the
freedom of choice.

| will come to this sensitive matter later.
Now let's see what happenstothe Iranians
of today who are fleeing Iran: They leave
their country with a shattered identity and
a broken culture rooted in nothing, in a
frightening emptiness. They have always
been told they were Moslems, but now
they are running away from Islam! That
means they are running away from the
identity that was imposed to them by this
religion.

his situation has been the

beginning of an extraordinary

discovery, a shining light, and

a revelation. And that was the
birth of a new consciousness, a new
awareness. This was the greatest gift
that the Islamic Republic unwanted gave
to the Iranians. It was like to give back
the memory of a person who had been
fallen into a deep Alzheimer’s disease.
In this process, the internet and modern
communications have been very helpful
in this wake up. In fact, as from the
beginning ofthe devastating Arab invasion
in 7th century, everything was set up to
drain Iranians of their historical memory.
Iranians became an amnesiac nation,
people without memory. Without history
slowly, gradually, the glorious Persian
history, culture and civilization that had
been shining over the world during 1200
years, faded away and were replaced by
the Islamized Arab sub-culture.

The strict dichotomy between the Persian
culture, based on Zoroastrianism and
Arab culture based on Islam succeeded
to create a nation full of confusion
and contradictions, in permanent war
with itself. This confusion reversed all
the values that had made the basis of
humanistic and progressive Zoroastrian
culture of the Gathas.

That is how freedom was confused with
repression, happiness with suffering,

justice with injustice, righteousness with
deception, wisdom with superstition and
light with darkness

The unanswered questions that have
been buried for centuries in the people’s
collective unconscious are becoming
now one after the other conscience.
Who am 1? What happened to me? What
happened to us? What happened to this
country once again?

Even though many books and articles
have been written about it, there are
still many things remain in the shadows.
Personally | have been working for 5
years on the subject to understand what
had exactly happened. Particularly how
the most powerful army in the world at
the time, the Sassanid army, that had
defeated 9 times the powerful Roman
army, and had brought three of their
emperors with thousands of prisoners
to Iran, and had extended the border of
Iran from China to Egypt, and brought the
cross of Jesus from Jerusalem to Iran,
couldn’t resist thirty five thousand Arab
Bedouins with no military experience.
That would be the subject of another talk,
because it is too complex to explain it in
a few minutes.

Let's go back to this amnesia, to this
loss of historical memory. Here | give
you just a small sample: Ibn e Khaldun,
Arab historian of the 14th century, writes
‘Omar the second Caliph of Islam,
who invaded Iran, had ordered that all
Zoroastrian books and historical writings
should be burned. And the burning of tens
of thousands of books and manuscripts
allowed to heating all the public baths
of in whole Persia for six months! The
extension of this disaster was such that
in the end only a few books among which
four or five Avesta were left. Some of
the books remained in Iran and some
of them were taken by the Iranians who
were escaping from lran to India, the
Parsi. Once in India, they copied these
books and sent them back to Iran. That
is why the oldest manuscripts that we
have now belong to the 13th or the 14th
centuries. 1400 years later of what Ibn
Khaldoun described, personally | saw
with my own eyes that tens of thousands
of books looted from the university’s
libraries were put in fire. These kinds
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Editor s note

Shahrooz Ash

The season of Nowruz is upon us, and once again it is
the time of reflection, personal, family and community at
large. So, | found words of wisdom from one of the greatest
Zarathushtrian scholars; Dr. Dhalla with great relevance to
reflect on this Nowruz.

DECAY OF MORALS BRINGS DISSOLUTION OF SOCIETY

Zarathushtra inculcates the simplicity of life and our early
ancestors were brought up in simple habits of life. They lived
a frugal, contented, and a happy life. When they became
conquerors of vast territories and built the mightiest empires
of their days, the influx of riches from conquered countries
bred in them lassitude, a love of ease and an aptitude for
enjoyment and luxury. A life of self-indulgence, unbridled
luxury and indolence deprived the virile classes of their
former virility. The people could not escape the contagion
of the luxury and vice of the nobility. They emulated court
luxuries and abandoned themselves to unbridled indulgence
which rendered them effeminate. The love of simplicity
was replaced by a feverish worship of pleasure. Social
disintegration, moral laxity, and disunion plunged the country
into a chronic state of civil war and sapped the vitals of the
mighty empires. Decay of morals usually brings dissolution of
society and they contributed, in the main, to the downfall of
the great Achaemenian and Sasanian empires of Zoroastrian
Iran.

Catastrophic tragedy overtook our ancestors at Nihavand and
Qadisiya and we lost the kingdom and country we had called
our own for long. Time’s rough hands handled us roughly.
It makes our flesh creep and blood curdle in our veins to
remember the hardships that followed. Thou wert our shield
in the days of our troubles and our only stay and strength,
Ahura Mazda. Thou didst enable us to outlive our trials and
tribulations.

Teach us to be wise through the lessons of our history.
Help us to learn from the failures of our forefathers. Thou
dost know our weaknesses. Let not our small community be
torn with factions. Teach us to live as comrades all, in willing
fellowship and loving fraternity, in brotherly helpfulness and
cooperation. Inspire us to live in mutual understanding and
trust and peace.

Into thy hands, Ahura Mazda, we commit ourselves. Let thy
guiding hand lead our lives. May the life of thy Spents Mainyu,
Holy Spirit, surge within the hearts of the young and old of our
dear community and express itself in our communal virtue.

(Homage Unto Ahura Mazda, Dastur Dr. M.N. Dhalla, New
York, 1941)
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Ahura Mazda [Wise Lord] is the Zarathushtrian God,
Zarathushtrians believe in Good Thoughts, Good Words and Good Deeds.
Asho Zarathushtra Spitaman is our prophet and teacher.

The Zarathushtrian sacred text is called the Avesta, The five Gathas in the Avesta are the very divinely
inspired words of Azsho Zarathushtra, the holiest of the holies. The Zarathushtrian religion is the oldest
manotheistic religion in the world, dating back to the fourth millennium, According to Zarathnshira
there is only one God. True £oroastrians follow the path of Asha |Righteousness|. Our religion teaches us
to respeet these four elements; Water, Fire, Air and Earth. Zarathushira says that the divine is present
within each one of ws and in all things, This divine lame should not be contaminated, but sustained by
sood thoughts, good words and good deeds. In the Avestan text Yasna 17.11, Zarathushitra expresses his
beautiful thoughi by speaking of the fire in all things, the fire within each one of us, IT the divine is preseni
in all of us, then one must accept that Humans are divine, In fact all beings with life are a divine creation
of the creator, Zarathushtra is the first person to advocate freedom of choice: in the Gathas it is stated that
Ahura Mazda made us such. This is why Zarathushiva is known to be the father of free will,

*Lovoastrianism 15 the oldest of the revealed world religions, and it has probably had more influence on
mankind, directly and indirectly, than any other single faith.’- Mary Boyce, Zoroastrians: Their Religious
Beliefs and Practices (London: Routledge and kegan Paul, 1979, p. 1)



The ZOROASTRIAN Journal

Issue 23 Spring 2014/ 3752 Zoroastrian Calendar

cover story:

® Zoroastrian Renaissance in lran

Other Topics:

® Free will in the Gathas .
@ Parthian city of Hatra in Northern Iraq l

® Nowruz at the Midnight Mission in Los Angeles
® |ran promoting tourist attractions at:Belgrade fair

_ California Zoroastrian Center



