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Announcement

We at Mazda Publishers, Inc. have an im-
portant and timely project that we would
like to discuss with all of you. The project
involves the translation of the late Pro-
fessor Zarrinkoub’s Do Qarn Sokut [Two
Centuries of Silence] into English with an-
notations.

For more information about this book,
click on the link: HYPERLINK http:/
mazdapublisher.com/BookDetails.
aspx?BookID=296 http://mazdapublisher.
com/BookDetails.aspx?BookID=296

We have a scholar at University of Michi-
gan in Ann Arbor who would be interest-
ed in translating this book into English.
This may take him five to six months to
complete, and he needs a subvention of
$13,000. Thus far, we have been able to
raise $2,700 from the Iranica Institute, but
we need to raise the remaining portion.

So, | am writing this e-mail hoping that
other individuals or foundations might
be interested in helping us complete this
translation. Alternately, if anyone in this
organization wishes to spend his/her time
and effort translating this book, please
contact Kamron Jabbari, Ph.D., Publisher
at HYPERLINK
“http://www.mazdapublishers.com/”
www.mazdapublishers.com.
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Iranian Archeologists Draw
General Plan of Persepolis

[Fersepolls, [Fars [Provimee, [ram

Iranian archeologists have drawn a general plan of Persepolis, the ceremonial
capital of the Persian Empire located in Iran’s southern province of Fars.

Head of the Persepolis archeology team Alireza Asgari said on Wednesday
that the plan was based on new studies conducted on the outskirts of
the monumental site. According to Asgari, the third phase of Persepolis
archeological studies was dedicated to structures built around Persepolis
during the Seleucid, Sassanid and Islamic eras.

Asgari also referred to the wide range of earthenware unearthed near
Persepolis which he believes can provide a better understanding of the
site’s history.

The latest discoveries made during excavations in June 2012 included 20
meters of previously unknown Persepolis water canals and 1,000 bas-reliefs
mostly belonging to the columns of the Hundred-Columns Palace.

Once known as the richest city under the sun, Persepolis was the ceremonial
capital of the Persian Empire, which was the greatest power of the ancient
world.

Cyrus the Great established Persepolis in 519 BCE as the most magnificent
of the four Achaemenid capitals — Susa, Ecbatana, Persepolis and Babylon
— which were founded in strategic locations to help Achaemenid kings
efficiently administer their vast empire.

Situated 70km northeast of modern-day Shiraz in the southern Fars Province,
Persepolis (‘Persian city’) was built by Darius | and his successors over a
50-year period.

Spanning an area of over 125,000 square meters, the Achaemenid capital
was known for its stunning inscriptions, unique architecture and wooden
columns made of tall Lebanese cedars and Indian teak trees.

Persepolis was registered as a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 1979. It
was also one of the 80 treasures featured on the 2005 BBC series, Around
the World in 80 Treasures.
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By Mugdha Variyar of The Hindustan Times

Restoring Iramn’s
Architectural Heritage

Think of traditional Iranian architecture, and images of palatial courtyard homes
with secluded gardens come to mind. These magnificent homes date back as far
as Achaemenid times (c. 700 BC), but in recent decades, especially in Tehran, they
have been demolished in favor of high-rise apartment blocks. While this change has
made landowners very rich, it has also removed much of the country’s architectural
heritage.

However, in the last few years, a trend in the city of Kashan is changing the way
property developers are looking at these remarkable — but long-neglected —
buildings. Dozens of houses and palaces have been painstakingly restored and
turned into holiday homes and boutique hotels.

Surprisingly, at first, this work wasn’t met with enthusiasm. Local residents objected
to government money being diverted from building modern housing, and signed
petitions to have the houses demolished. However, when the renovation work was
finished, and they could see the magnificent buildings restored to their former glory,
their attitudes changed. In fact, this trend toward renovation has injected new life —
and brought employment opportunities — into the community.

The economy is getting a boost, but it is difficult to predict how profitable these
hotels will be in the long term. Very few foreign tourists make their way to Kashan
any more. The city lies 30 miles north of Natanz, the location of Iran’s main uranium
enrichment facility, which is considered vulnerable to attack and therefore a
potentially huge health risk for locals.

For now, the restoration work remains a labor of love. And a positive development
for the country’s architectural heritage.

Photo credit: Newsha Tavakolian for The New York Times
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10-percent drop
. in numbers |

" since 2001 |

L

The Parsi-Zoroastrian population in
| India continues to be on a steady |
| decline, with officials from the |
community’s apex body in the city,
Bombay Parsi Punchayet (BPP),
| anticipating a drop of 10 percent over |
| @ decade after the 2001 census. |

| As per the 2001 census, the total |
| Parsi-Zoroastrian population in India |
was 69,601, with around 45,000
residing in Mumbai. The BPP is yet
| to tabulate figures from the 2011 |
| census. |

| The strength of the community |
| had dropped by about 10 percent |
over most decades since 1950. An
| exception being the period between |
| 1971-82 where the drop was 20 |
percent. “The annual birth-to-death
ratio indicates that the population
| must have dropped by about 10 |
| percent this decade as well,” said a |
BPP official.

| The average number of births in the |
city’s Parsi community was only 185

| every year, while deaths recorded |

| were about 800. “The fertility rate |

| among the Parsis in India is 0.9, |
while the national average is 2.6,”

| said Zubin Shroff, a demographic |

| researcher. |

| Also, while the BPP uses birth |
| figures as recorded by the civic body, |
the death figures are based on the
number of people consigned to the
| Tower of Silence. “About 3 percent |
| of the population has been opting for |
cremation over last five years,” said
| the official. |



ne of
the most
iconic
objects of
religious
tolerance
a n d
multiculturalism, the Cyrus
Cylinder, will for the very
first time, be exhibited in the
United States. The Cylinder,
currently housed in the British
Museum, will be on display in
five major museum venues
in the U.S. starting in March
2013.

The Cyrus Cylinder tour is
supportedbythelranHeritage
Foundation of the United

Kingdom. PAAIA is proud
that, with support from some
of its generous members,
it will be co-sponsoring the
Cyrus Cylinder exhibitions
in New York City and San
Francisco.

The Cyrus Cylinder tour will
debut at the Smithsonian’s
Arthur M. Sackler Gallery in
Washington D.C. in March
2013 before travelling to
the Museum of Fine Arts in
Houston, the Metropolitan
Museum of Art in New York,
and the Asian Art Museum in
San Francisco, concluding its
journey at the J. Paul Getty
Museum at the Getty Villa in
Los Angeles in October 2013.

n object
of world
heritage,
the Cyrus
Cylinder is
an ancient

clay cylinder

inscribed with a declaration in
Babylonian cuneiform script
in the name of the Persian
king, Cyrus the Great. It
was created following the
Persian conquest of Babylon
in 539 B.C. The Cylinder has,
over the centuries, come to
symbolize mankind’s first
document on human rights.
The United Nations promotes
the Cylinder as “an ancient
document of human rights”
and a replica of the Cylinder
is kept at the United Nations
Headquarters.

The policies of Cyrus on the
treatment of minority religions
are well documented in

First Ever Cyrus Cylinder Tour
Comes to the United States

Babylonian texts as well as in
Jewish sources and historical
accounts. His treatment of
the Jewish people is also
reported in the Bible and
Cyrus is the only non-Jewish
person to be designated as a
Messiah, a divinely appointed
leader, in the Torah.

“The Cylinder is a remarkable
testament to Iran’s ancient
history and the values of
peace and tolerance that
we hold dear,” said Bita

The Zoroastrian Journal Spring 2013

Daryabari, founder and
Executive Director of Pars
Equality Center and one
of the tour’s sponsors in
San Francisco. “Its impact
on humanity and cultural
diversity is  well-known
throughout the world.”

Accordingtothepressrelease
issued by the British Museum,
the Cylinder will travel with
an exhibition of sixteen other
objects under the title ‘The
Cyrus Cylinder in Ancient
Persia’. The exhibition
shows the innovations
initiated by Persian rule in
the Ancient Near East (550
BC-331 BC). At that time,
the Persian Empire was the

largest empire the world had
known. It had a significant
impact on the ancient world,
introducing changes in ethical
behavior as witnessed in the
proclamation on the Cyrus
Cylinder. A gold plaque
from the Oxus Treasure
with the representation of
a priest shows the spread
of the Zoroastrian religion
at that time, while a new
writing system, OIld Persian
cuneiform, introduced by
Persian kings, can be seen

on part of a column base from
Hamadan, and on the famous
seal of Darius (522-486 BC).
Persians also developed
new forms of luxury goods
including beautifully 11
decorated gold and silver
bowls and sumptuous gold
bracelets featuring fantastic
animal shapes, some of them

from the Oxus Treasure.

“These items have never
travelled to the United
States before,” said Hamid
Moghadam, Chairman and
CEO of Prologis, Inc. and
co-sponsor of the tour in San
Francisco. “They include a
statement that is considered
the original bill of rights and
a document that granted
all citizens the freedom to
practice their own religion”.

The tour dates for ‘The
Cyrus Cylinder in Ancient
Persia’ are as follows:

Smithsonian’s Arthur M.
Sackler Gallery and Freer
Gallery of Art, Washington
D.C.

March 9, 2013 — April 28,
2013

Museum of Fine Arts,
Houston

May 3, 2013 — June 14,
2013

The Metropolitan Museum of
Art, New York

June 20, 2013 — August 4,
2013

Asian Art Museum, San
Francisco

August 9, 2013 — September
22,2013

J. Paul Getty Museum at the
Getty Villa, Los Angeles
October 2, 2013 —
December 2, 2013
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Written by Djalal Khaleghi Motlagh, and edited by Nahid Pirnazar

% Women in the Shahnameh: Their History and
10 Social Status within the Framework of Ancient

and Medieval Sources

he German text of “Die
Frauen im Schahname,”
translated as “Women
in the Shahnameh,” was
written by Professor
Djalal Khaleghi Motlagh
as his Ph.D. dissertation
at the University of Kéln in 1971. The
original text was published in 1971 by
Klaus Schwarz Verlag, Freiburg as
No. 12 in the series, Islamkundliche
Untersuchungen. The book has been
translated from German to English by
Dr. Brigitte Neuenschwander, a UCLA
graduate in German literature, and
edited by Dr. Nahid Pirnazar, a UCLA
graduate and current lecturer of Iranian
studies at UCLA. Additional updates
and commentaries contributed by
Professor Khaleghi in Persian have
been translated and inserted by the
editor. The Content of “Women in the
Shahnameh” is divided into three main
sections: an introduction, Part A, and
Part B.

n the introduction, the
author seeks to clarify
the role of the female
gender within the heavenly
mythology of Iran in order
to next determine if—and
if so, to what extent—
it is represented within
the  Shahnameh. The
introduction ends with the
story of the creation of man
and woman, which the

author connects to the story of the first

women in the Shahnameh.

Part A summarizes the stories of
the most important women of the
Shahnameh, comparing them to others
from ancient to medieval sources insofar
as they were known and accessible
to the author at the time of writing. At
the end of each paragraph, the author
outlines the characteristic traits of each
individual. Given the high number of

Womnen in the Shahnameh
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female characters in the Shahnameh,
Khaleghi considers all women from
the mythical part, but only the most
important ones from the historical part,
which he then divides into women of
the nobility and those belonging to the
common people.

Part B examines the positions of the
women in the Shahnameh, taking
into consideration other ancient and
medieval sources. Khaleghi outlines
the role, importance, and fate of each
female character in the various periods
of their lives, e.g. as a girl, wife, and
mother, both within the family framework
and society as a whole. Since the
Shahnameh is not a book on family
law, Khaleghi has taken into account
other sources in order to fill gaps that
would otherwise have existed. Most of
the sources used in this analysis—the
classical ones as well as the Arabic and
Iranian ones—are so well known that a
more detailed.

About the Author
Djalal Khaleghi Motlagh

Djalal Khaleghi Motlagh was born
in Tehran on 11 September 1937.
He attended university in Cologne,
Germany, earning a doctoral degree
in Near Eastern studies, ethnology,
and ancient history in 1971. Now an
emeritus professor of Persian language
and literature at the University of
Hamburg, where he has taught since
1971, Khaleghi is a leading authority on
the “Shahnameh,” having prepared an
eight-volume critical edition based on
the Florence manuscript. His research
articles on the “Shahnameh” have
appeared in scholarly publications such
as “Simorgh”, the Ferdowsi University

School of Letters and Humanities’
quarterly  magazine,  “lrannameh”,
“Iranshenasi”, “Kelk”, “‘Nameh-ye
Iran-e Bastan” (Journal of Ancient
Iran), and “Nameh-ye Baharestan”.

Professor Khaleghi is also a contributor
to “Encyclopaedia Iranica” and the
“‘Encyclopedia of Persian Language and
Literature.” Major collections of his articles
include “Gol-e Ranjha-ye Kohan” (The
Flower of Ancient Labors) (1983) and
“Sokhanha-ye Dirineh” (Old Words) (1992),
both published in Tehran, and “Notes on
the Shahnameh” (4 vols., 2001-2009, 2nd
ed. 2011, New York - Indiana). “Women of
the Shahnameh” is an annotated English
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Rustam at Aktepa Yunus-Abad

met Rustam Abdukamilov this
morning. He claims to be a
Zoroastrian, a scholar of the
Avesta book and language,
and a teacher of Zoroastrian
history in public schools around
Tashkent. Rustam is 53 years
old, frugally dressed and wears
a blue baseball cap with an

printed on it. His
English is fairly
good, | suspect
better written
than spoken. But
when he talks of
Ahura  Mazda,
he is eloquent.
Not in a flashy,
oratorical
way, but in a
simple, deeply

the history curriculum.
Aktepa Yunus-Abad

Rustam claims there are 33 fire temples
in and around Tashkent, most dating back
to the 2nd century BC. We visited two:
Ming Urik and Aktepa Yunus-Abad. Both
mounds and dips of earth which some
archeologists believe to be the sites of
ancient Zoroastrian temples. During the

universe, good versus evil, what it means
to be a mazdayasni.... | asked him what
he thought about Parsis not permitting
conversions. He quoted from the Gathas
of Zarathustra: Yasnas 30.2 and 45.1. |
won’t paraphrase it here but it's enough
to say that in those passages (translated
by C. Bartholomae), Zarathustra invites
all people, men and women (narém,
narem), from near and far, to come to him.
Rustam put this question to me: Wasn’t
King Vistasp a convert too? Didn’t the

Stanislav and how much he knew. Not
just Avestan texts, he has read Mary
Boyce, the Rig Veda, the Ramayanana.
He quoted from Nietzsche, talked about
the God Indra, Varuna, Yama. He told me
that Zoroastrianism was in many ways
more ‘native’ to Indo-European people.
That the Russian word vedat (meaning
knowledge) comes from the word veda
which has Proto-Indo-European roots.
Proto-Indo-European??? | don’t think |

Asho  Farohar journey to these sights, Rustam spoke even know what that means! Stanislav,
(the ubiquitous at length about Ahura Mazda. The like 34 others from Tashkent, has had
winged angel) Avestan meanings, wisdom, creation, the his navjote done. A mobed (Zoroastrian

priest) from Mumbai and another from
Sweden performed the ceremonies.
It appears, the Tashkent Zoroastrians
know the kusti prayers but know nothing
of the kusti itself. As a matter of fact, they
have no ritual. No temple. No priest. No
special place for the dead (although there
are several ancient dakhma’s (towers of
silence) all over Uzbekistan). They have
nothing but faith. Not born into their
religion, they have consciously, with deep
understanding, chosen it.

The Thaghlkemnt ZoroaSriamns

felt, intellectual manner. From what |
understood, his father was a storyteller, a
kind of bard who would recite the poetry
of Ferdowsi’s epic Shahnameh in public
gatherings. Watching his father, he too
memorized the 60,000-odd verses that
chronicles the legends and histories of
Iranian (Aryan) kings in Persian. It was
through these texts that ideas about
Zoroastrianism were revealed to Rustam
and his family. Subsequently, Rustam
undertook the study of Zoroastrianism,

now completing an online PhD from
Spenta University in California. Right from
pre soviet to soviet times, the Abukamilov
family remained ‘hidden Zoroastrians'.
Even, today the State does not recognize
Zoroastrianism as a religion but allows
the study of Avesta language as part of

Zoroastrians of the ancient world belong
to some other religion or cult before they
became Zoroastrian?

At the Kolchin Home

| asked to meet a Zoroastrian family.
Rustam obliged by taking me to Stanislav =

Kolchin and his mother Lena Kolchin. In | :

their humble apartment, they received
me with tea, sweets and biscuits.
Stanislav is a handsome young man who
converted from the Russian Orthodox
Church to Zoroastrianism a few years
ago. He converted because he felt there
were gaps in the theology of the church
which Zoroastrianism made whole. He
considers himself Zoroastrian because,
at a philosophical level, it appeals to him.
It makes sense to him.

Never once in my life as a Zoroastrian
have | contemplated its philosophy,
mainly because | simply don’t know it. |
suspect many Parsis feel this way. We
know all the practices, the rituals, the
prayers, the few basic tenets but what
do we really understand theologically?
Do we even know what our prayers
mean? That’s why | was so stunned by

Anaheeta

ou know, we can argue
their eligibility till the cows
come home. Don’t we all
know how good Parsis are
at that? How can they be
Zoroastrians... they are
just fire worshippers... where is their
temple... does it have a wall facing the
south, what do they do with their dead...
these are questions we can keep asking.
The truth is, they’re not waiting for our
approval. Whether we consider them
Zoroastrian or not is of no concern to
them. What matters is that they feel wholly
accepted by Ahura Mazda, the highest
wisdom. Who cares what we think?

«© ainyno pue AlojsiH
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@ Humanity

BY KENRYA RANKIN

NAACP’s Niaz Kasravi on
Criminal Justice

“The ideal system of justice
is one where we take human
lifeanddignityintoaccount.”

n advance of the NAACP’s 8th Annual

Leadership 500 Summit, which will hit

Destin, Florida, May 24 through 27 2012,

we sat down with the New Guard of the

103-year-old civil rights organization to
discuss the biggest issues impacting African
Americans today and what we can do about
them. These five dynamic young women are
leading the march toward equality in these
decidedly turbulent times. Today, we talk to
Niaz Kasravi, Ph.D., Director of the Criminal
Justice Program.

Name: Niaz Kasravi, Ph.D.

Title: Director, Criminal Justice Program
Joined NAACP staff in: 2010

Previous NAACP Position: Senior Manager,
Criminal Justice Program

Loop 21: What drew you to work with
NAACP?

Kasravi: | was born in Iran and grew up
there until | was ten. | witnessed a revolution
and suppression by the government of my
country of birth. | came to the United States,
like most immigrants, looking at it as a
land of equality, justice and opportunity.
And granted, we have a system that is far
better than many others around the world.
But as | grew up and learned about the
inherent and systematic injustices of our
system, | became passionate about working
to change these disparities. We have the
opportunity to do that here, and the work that
the NAACP does — and has done for over
a hundred years — is a true symbol of that
unique American opportunity to advocate for
progress and create change.

What is your background in the
criminal justice arena?

Kasravi: | have a Ph. D. in Criminology, Law
and Society from the University of California,
Irvine. What drew me to this work was the
glaring injustices of the system that perhaps
on its face look like it is treating everyone
equally, but in application, discriminates
against African Americans, other people of
color and the poor.

What s the biggest criminal justice issue

facing the black community today?

“The ideal system of justice is one where we
take human life and dignity into account.”

Kasravi: That is a tough question. For
anyone working in this field, the recognition
that the system is stacked against people of
color at every stage is a very obvious reality.
Racial profiling is real from the first point
of contact with law enforcement, to who is
arrested, who is charged, who is prosecuted,
what sentence they receive, all the way to
who is more likely to get the death penalty.
So the fact that law enforcement target
and use force more often against people
of color is a major criminal justice issue.
Mass incarceration and the disparities in
the American prison system which is the
largest in the world (holding 25% of the
world prisoners, most of whom are people of
color), is a major criminal justice issue. The
lack of opportunity for men and women who
return home from prison to create stable
lives and get stable jobs is a major criminal
justice issue. The death penalty with all of
its disparities and inaccuracies is a tragic
criminal justice issue. But every stage of
this system involves racial profiling, which
systematically puts people of color and
the poor at a disadvantage — one that is
devastating communities of color all across
America.

How do you think the Leadership 500
Summit can help address this issue?

Kasravi: | think Leadership 500 is a unique
chance for today’s and tomorrow’s leaders to
come together and discuss the most critical
issues impacting communities of color in
America and lead the way in designing
pathways to create a better America.
It's a convening of great minds who are
passionate about justice and devoted to
ensuring its pursuit.

Why is it important for women to
engage in the criminal justice battle?

Kasravi: Women are the fastest growing
portion of the criminal justice system. While
the majority of American prisoners are men,
women are filling up our prisons and jails
at a faster pace. Criminal justice issues
also impact women differently. Women
are mothers, they are caretakers and they
also have unique and different needs not
only when they are involved in the criminal

justice system, but also when they are
released. Their participation is vital and
needed to ensure that all criminal justice
reform work takes this into account. And as
a whole, | believe that women can bring a
new and fresh perspective to the criminal
justice reform arena to help compliment and
improve the dominant paradigms that exist.

What does the ideal reformed justice
system look like to you?

Kasravi: The ideal system of justice is one
where we take human life and dignity into
account. We tend to forget that each of
us, whether we abide by the rules or not,
is human with inherent rights that must be
respected. It is one that is not based on
vengeance and retribution, but on efficiency,
effectiveness, and human dignity. Do we
need a criminal justice system to ensure that
individuals abide by our laws? Of course, but
we need one where the punishment fits the
crime, and where punishment is reserved
for only those who commit violent crimes.
Any effective and fair system of punishment
must also recognize that there are people
who break the law but need rehabilitation,
they need mental and medical care to help
them cope and imprisonment is not an
answer to their issues.

Leading up to the general elections,
what issue should readers advocate
for with regards to their elected
officials?

Kasravi:l believe there are a range of
issues that people need to advocate for.
With regard to criminal justice, until we
combat racial profiling, until we reform our
sentencing policies to reduce the mass
incarceration tragedy that we have created
in America, and until we abolish the death
penalty, | believe we are not living up to the
great potential that the United States has.
But | think most importantly, your readers
should make sure they take part in the
electoral process. It is a right that we all
have that our forefathers have given their
life for in order to ensure that we have it. It's
a right for which people in other countries
are literally giving their lives. And the key to
changing what we see as unfair and unjust
is helping to elect leaders who we believe
can do the job.
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Anahita (anthology) ¢

Anahita: Ancient Persian Goddess
&
Zoroastrian Yazata
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turn share their research and

Haji, Morteza Ataie, Seyed
Mehdi Mousavi Kouhpar,

he Indo-lranian

Anahita is an pulled by four horses: Wind,

ancient Persian Rain, Cloud and Sleet. insights leading the reader Seyyed Sadrudin Mosavi
Goddess, Closely associated with the ©ON @ journey of discovery — Jashni, Farhang Khademi
who became King's investiture she is a from the Achaemenid Royal Nadooshan, Hassan Nia,

a Zoroastrian
Yazata (or Angel) and is
stil part of contemporary

Goddess of Sovereignty,
thought by some to be the
Persian  Aphrodite, who
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Zoroastrianism.  Described
as a beautiful maiden, who is
strong, tall and pure, she is
depicted as wearing a mantle
embroidered with gold and as
holding the baresma (sacred
plant) in her hand. She is the
Goddess of all the waters
upon the earth, her full title
being Aredvi Sura Anahita
which means moist, mighty
and immaculate (pure), and

also has some remarkable
similarities to numerous other
ancient goddesses, including
Ishtar, Venus, Nana and Isis.
Anahita: Ancient Persian
Goddess and Zoroastrian
Yazata is a collection of
papers, art and poetry
celebrating this fascinating
Goddess from more than
25 esteemed international
academics, Zoroastrians,

Inscriptions featuring Anahita
and Mithra, to the possible
relationships between
Anahita and the Dame du
Lac of Arthurian Legend,
representations of her in
Sassanian art, William Morris
HuntthroughtoAnahitaasthe
pre-Christian Virgin Mother
of Mithra, as well as her role
in purification and purity.
Studies of the Sassanian
rock reliefs, hot mineral
springs, and her water ritual
in Mahayana Buddhism, in
addition to an examination
of the Sassanid stucco
discovered in the Barz-e-
gawela in Lorestan province
of Iran and women in ancient
Elam are all brought together
illustrating the significance of
Anahita throughout Persian
and Middle Eastern history.

This book is the most
extensive study of the figure
of Anahita in recent years,

and includes new and never :

published before research.
Anahita: Ancient Persian
Goddess and Zoroastrian
Yazata is essential reading
for all those interested not

just in this Goddess and her

history, but also all those
interested in Persian and
Middle Eastern history.

Contributors include: Dr.
Israel Campos Méndez, Dr.
Kaveh Farrokh, Dr. Matteo
Compareti, Sheda Vasseghi,
D.M. Murdock, Dr. Sam
Kerr, Rahele Koulabadi, Dr.
Seyyed Rasool Mousavi

Masoud Sabzali, Dr. Masato
Tojo, Behzad Mahmoudi,
Amir Mansouri, Dr Kamyar
Abdi, Dr Gholamreza
Karamian, Maryam Zour,
Saman Farzin, Babak
Aryanpour, Reza MehrAfarin,
Akashanath, Shapour Suren-
Pahlav, Ana C. Jones,
Katherine Sutherland, and
Dr. Payam Nabarz.
ow

for

available
pre-order
at £14.50
(includes free
postage &
packaging, on all orders —
worldwide). Release date
of 23rd February 2013, pre-
ordered books will be shipped
on or before the release date
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The Vision of Zarathushira

Author, Professor Kaikhosrov Irani

Three thousand five hundred years ago,
among the Indo-lranian tribes who had
moved from north of the Caspian Sea to
the plateau of Eastern Iran, the Prophet,
Zarathushtra, brought forth a profound
vision which reconstructed the nature
of ancient religiosity. He repudiated the
sacrificial cults of blood and flesh offerings,
rituals producing magical effects operated
by gesture orincantation. He replaced them
not just with a new religion, but a radically
new notion of religiosity, rooted in wisdom
and conscience, constituting a View of the
World and a Way of Life.
The Prophet envisioned the Divinity, Ahura
Mazda, as Creator of a scheme of Perfect
Goodness, the enunciation of a deep Truth
for the totality of creation in accordance with
which existence would evolve in perfection
and harmony. This Truth is called Asha in
the Gathas, the hymns of Zarathushtra.
Such a profoundly philosophic view of
Asha is an abstract concept capable of
being grasped by reflective thought alone,
though being the blue-print of a perfect
world.
he world we live in,
however, is a theater
of actions in which
progressive and
harmony-producing
forces are opposed by
destructive and divisive
ones, where both good
and evil intentions, attitudes and social
vectors are found. This flawed existence,
Zarathushtra saw and recognized as
frustration of the divine scheme of Asha.
From his View of the world the theology
develops thus. He declared the existence
of the Good-Mind, Vohu Manah, and the
Spirit of Benevolence, Spenta Armaiti.
The Good-Mind enables us to recognize
the flawed world for what it is, the Spirit
of Benevolence inspires us to better this
world and ultimately to transform it towards
perfection, i.e. bring about the actualization
of the Ideal Truth, the vindication of Right
and Justice.
The commitment to such a life of bringing
about a happy, harmonious, morally perfect
social order is what the Prophet offered, as
the Mazdayasni faith. He asked his listeners
to attend to his teachings, and with care
and clear mind, choose a life of intelligent
reflection and active benevolence.
To live and to teach this Way of Life became
for him the religion, a profound metaphysic
in which obscurantist ritualism could find
no place: in which the human being was

conceived as the locus of wisdom, of moral
concern, with the absolute freedom to
think, to judge, and to act.
or Zarathushtra, it is we
who will perfect social
existence, because
through our wisdom and
benevolence we shall
make the right choice,
without any externally
imposed  prescriptions
or injunctions; and in that process finally
eliminate evil; for when evil is not chosen
by free-willing individuals through their own
rational choice, then evil loses its influence,
it is destroyed.
The recognition of the absolute freedom
of the Individual as the essence of his
humanity is an intrinsic element of the
philosophy, since free-choice alone is the
ground for responsibility. This of course,
does not imply that a person is justified in
doing whatever he pleases. It only means
that he has to make the choice and bear
the responsibility for it. He cannot avoid
the choice, nor the ensuing responsibility
under cover of higher command, divine
injunction, obligatory submission, or some
such religious or quasi-religious notion.
Consider the message of the Prophet in
his own words (in liberal translation, of
course®). These are his responses to four
queries:
(All quotations in this paper from the Gathas
of Zarathushtra are from the translation by
Dinshah J. Irani)
I. Query: What was Zarathushtra giving
to humanity in his teachings?
O Ahura Mazda, and O Spifit of Truth and
Right,
Do ye grant me and my followers such
authority and power
That with the means of the Good-Mind we
may bring the world peace and happiness;
Of which Thou, O Lord, art indeed the
original promoter! Y29:10
| shall take the awakened soul to the exalted
abode with the help of the Good-Mind,
Knowing the blissful rewards of the Wise
Lord for righteous deeds.
As long as | have power and strength | shall
teach all to seek for Truth and Right. Y28:9
Il. Query: What is the commitment he
seeks of the faithful,
Such an enlightened outlook is very
close to Zarathushtra’s ideology, and this
vision of a progressive future sets the
Zoroastrian commitment fully in accord
with the Western ideal of a free society
progressively understanding the World and

transforming it to a state of our collective
well-being.

The simplicity of the Vision, a concern for
the moral and social aspects of human
existence, is this: There can be no morality
in action alone, as there can be no morality
without action. For the essence of the moral
lies in the functioning of the Good-Mind,
which through reflection and articulation
implements happiness, and harmony-
promoting actions. Actions performed
through considered, not prescribed, choice.
Inevitably, it is this choice and this choice
alone, for which one is responsible, here
and hereafter.

This is a vision of a perfecting world and
moral order, brought to that state by rational
and thoughtful human beings, dedicated
to promoting the Truth, by the power of
reason, not force or social machination.
For ultimately the clarity of Truth requires
no additional mechanism to generate its
acceptance, and no foundation other than
Truth can secure a just and peaceful social
order.

ot only is this a vision
of a perfecting world,
but also of perfecting
humans, finding
self-realization in
this life and passing
to a state of immortal
bliss to what the
Prophet called the Abode of Songs. At this
point | can do no better than to give you the
words of the Prophet on this matter.

All these, indeed, gather unto Thee, O
Mazda!

They who have done Thy work,

Whose actions accord with the Truth,
Whose words proceed from the Good-
Mind,

Whose Inspirer art Thou from the very
beginning. Y51:3

At the last turning of life

To the faithful making the right choice
according to his norm

Doth Ahura Mazda, the Lord Judge, in His
sovereign power

Bestow an end better than good.

But to him who shall not serve the cause
of good,

He giveth an end worse than bad,

At the last turning of life. Y517:6

With Truth moving my heart,

With Best Thought inspiring my mind,

With all the might of spiritual force within
me,

| venerate Thee, O Mazda, with songs of
Thy praise.

And at the last when | shall stand at Thy
Gate

| shall hear the echo of my prayers from
Thy Abode of Songs. Y50:4
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Parsis Struggle to Keep Atash
Behram Burning

ven as the population of the Parsi community in India is diminishing, in the
Sangam city, Allahabad, as well as across the country, the community of
Tatas, Godrejs, Wadias, Bhabhas and Maneckshaws is struggling with the
crunch of finding a Mobed (priest) to perform rituals spanning from birth to
death.

At this crucial juncture, the ‘Atash Behram’, or the holy flame at the fire temple, is kept
burning by the efforts of members of the community, just about 10 to 12 left in the city,
who either place wooden logs in the fire themselves or arrange for a Para-Mobed (a
makeshift priest) to perform holy rituals along with daily routine.

hen there is just one priest in the entire state, who is also quite
elderly, technology comes to rescue in the form of audio CDs.
Parsi people also conduct the rituals on their own, especially in
the last journey of life.

For all the Parsis living in different districts of Uttar Pradesh, the
community has just one priest who lives in Kanpur, and he too has seen around 80
winters. Because of this shortage, when Parsi Zoroastrian priests are required to
perform the baptism ceremony for children, the child and other family members travel
to Kanpur or Mumbai.

“There is a dearth of Mobeds in the entire country, but the Atash Behram (holy fire)
is kept glowing and will continue,” said Veera Gandhi who owns the fire temple in
the city and has arranged for a Para-Mobed from Mumbai to keep the fire burning.

The Cyrus Cylinder
and Ancient Persia

March 9, 2013 - April 28, 2013
Museum: Sackler Gallery
Location: Sublevel 1

aking its US debut is a football-sized, barrel-shaped ancient clay
cylinder covered with Babylonian cuneiform, one of the earliest written
languages, that announced Cyrus’s victory and his intention to allow
freedom of worship to communities displaced by the defeated ruler
Nabonidus. Under Cyrus (ca. 580-530 BC), the king of Persia, the
Persian empire became the largest and most diverse the world had known to that
point. His declarations of tolerance, justice, and religious freedom inspired generations
of philosphers, policymakers, and leaders, including Alexander the Great and Thomas
Jefferson. Also on view are objects -- architectural fragments, carved seals, luxury
items from the Oxus Treasure -- showcasing some of the artistic, cultural, and historical
achievements of the Achaemenid Empire (550-330 BC) of Iran.
officially recognized the Persian New Year.

PAAIA had earlier urged the introduction of the Nowruz resolution as a part of

its broader efforts to foster greater understanding of Iranian culture and heritage
and project an accurate image of the community that reflects our values and
achievements. PAAIA is grateful to Congressman Waxman for agreeing to sign the
Nowruz resolution on the eve of spring and a time of renewal, and looks forward
to increased interaction between the Congressman and his Iranian American
constituency.

ooooooooooo
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“‘Mahrukh Tarapor is one of the
most widely respected museum
professionals in the world,” said
former Metropolitan Museum of Art
director Philippe de Montebello,
noting her “diplomatic skills,
knowledge and energy”.

The Indian-born, American scholar
whose fields of expertise include
the arts of India, South Asia and the
Islamic world, received a Ph.D from
Harvard before joining New York’s
Metropolitan Museum in 1983. A
decade later, she was promoted
to the post of associate director for
exhibitions, travelling worldwide
to negotiate loans for such highly
acclaimed intercultural exhibitions
as The Glory of Byzantium and its
sequel Byzantium: Faith and Power
(1997 and 2004), and Art of the
First Cities and its sequel Beyond
Babylon (2003 and 2008).

Simultaneously serving as The
Metropolitan Museum of Art’s
director for international affairs
from 2006 to 2009, Tarapor
expanded cultural relationships
with other museums, as well as with
governments in Europe, the Middle
East, Australia and Asia.

Now a consultant working for major
institutions such as the British
Museum and the Prado, she also
maintains a close relationship
with the Indian government as a
museum advisor.

by arzan sam wadia
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By Shahrooz Ash

Amesha Spenta’s Correlation to Nowruz

he Amesha Spenta in
the Gathas are seven
eternal principles
that are benéeficial
for a person and will
lead to a good life
and happiness.

These are steps or

stages a person must
go through, described by Zarathushtra
in the Gathas as a guide for individuals
who wish to progress towards perfection,
immortality and becoming Ahura-Mazda/
Wise-Human.

If a person has mastered this reality, then
they possess the seven attributes of the
Amesha Spenta, which is shared by all
Ahura-Mazda/Wise-Human.

The seven-step philosophy known
as the Amesha Spenta:

1- VOHU-MANA
Good mind,
thinking ability

reasonable mind-brain,

2- ASHA
The ideal, right, truth and righteousness

3- SPENTA-ARAMITI
Peace of mind

4- VOHU-KHSHATHRA
Good state of being, mental and physical

5- HURVATAT
Perfection

6- AMERETAT
Immortality

7- AHURA-MAZDA
Wise being/person

Your Good Mind (Vohuman) shows you
right (Asha) and wrong (Druj).

If you choose right (Asha), then you will
have a peace of mind (Aramiti).

If you have a peace of mind (Aramiti), then
you will be in a good state of being; both
mentally and physically (Vohu-Khashatra).
If you are in a good state of being (Vohu
Khashathra), then you have reached
perfection (Haurvatat) — mentally and
physically.

If you have reached perfection (Hauravatat),
then you have become immortal (Amoratat)

— something perfect never becomes non-
existent.

If you have become immortal (Amoratat),
then you have become Ahura-Mazda/
Wise-Human.

Ahura-Mazda/Wise-Human.

The Seven-Steps is a training camp, an
education amid at and directed towards
understanding the nature of self (internal)
and the environment (external). The self
(internal) part must master, and be in
control of, the choices that are made.

A wise-person’s choice must be in
accord with the ideal, matching mental
and physical harmony. This internal self-
harmony is required to live a good happy
life. This internal battle takes place within
a person, in an effort to correct and perfect
the self ethically.

This ethical battle is waged freely by each
person, inside the mind of each person.

An attempt is
made to destroy
and overcome

our potential to
commit wrongs.
The Seven-Steps
is the educational
tool required to
accomplish  the
objective. The
seven steps
become your tool
and weapon in
pursuit of victory.
To win means
to leave behind
harmful, wrongful
desires. Wrongful
desires are those
desires that will
mislead a person
from the path of
Asha. And to be
beneficial means
do the right thing
because it s
right. This gives
one the highest
reward, which is
a good life and -
happiness.

Having obtained
this wisdom, a |
person no longer
will harm the self

or another. This means a wise person will
attain happiness. These seven attributes
renovate and improve the self and the
external world.

The philosophy of Nowruz (Haft-Seen)
correlates with the Amesha-Spenta
(Seven-Steps). Any person can achieve
this mental and physical state, as it is
universal. Nowruz is a reminder each year
for individuals to re-evaluate their progress
in the process of the seven steps, and
renew their commitment to refresh and
renew themselves for the better.

t is never too late for an individual
who has not chosen this blissful path
to change direction. The New Day,
Nowruz, is the perfect day to start the
journey. So consider this with an open
mind and turn over a new leaf this Nowruz.
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Editor s note

by: Shahrooz Ash

Iran’s Zoroastrians celebrate Sadeh, the ancient tra-
dition of the discovery of fire

The followers of Iran’s indigenous, original and native tradition
gathered after sunset on the outskirts of Tehran to celebrate
Sadeh — an ancient mid-winter Jashan.

Zoroastrian educators, dressed in white to symbolize truth,
recited verses from the Gathas, the holy Zoroastrian book,
before a crowd of thousands who were in attendance. Men
and women in traditional outfits held torches to light a huge
bonfire, as young people danced.

Sadeh is the celebration of the discovery of fire by King
Hushang, and it has been observed since ancient days, when
Zoroastrianism was the dominant religion in the powerful
Iranian/Aryan Empire.

Zoroastrianism lost dominance after Muslim Arabs invaded
Persia in the seventh century, systematically persecuting the
Iranians and forcing conversions. Today, it is thought that the
great majority of Iran’s 75 million people have return back
to their indigenous, original and native Zoroastrian Mantras;
however, the system is preventing this movement with the
help of outside forces.

About an estimated 37 million Iranians claim to be Zoroastrian-
by-choice. Fearing backlash from the authorities, they
practice in private homes in small groups with like minded
people. The Zoroastrian population is growing fastin Iran and
surrounding countries in the region.

The Sadeh festival promotes humanity and happiness. It is
an opportunity, to thank the Zoroastrian deity, Ahura-Mazda/
Wise-Human for the discovery of fire. The insight of fire
helped humans rapidly propel forward in terms of science
and discovery.

To Zoroastrians, fire represents the thinking faculty of a Wise-
Human/ Ahura-Mazda. Fire plays a central role in worship,
praise and celebration of Ahura-Mazda. Prayer is often

performed in front of a fire, and consecrated fires are kept
perpetually burning in major temples.
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Ahura Mazda [Wise Lord] is the Zarathushtrian God,
Zarathushtrians believe in Good Thoughts, Good Words and Good Deeds.
Asho Zarathushtra Spitaman is our prophet and teacher.

The Zarathushtrian sacred text is called the Avesta, The five Gathas in the Avesta are the very divinely
inspired words of Azsho Zarathushtra, the holiest of the holies. The Zarathushtrian religion is the oldest
manotheistic religion in the world, dating back to the fourth millennium, According to Zarathnshira
there is only one God. True £oroastrians follow the path of Asha |Righteousness|. Our religion teaches us
to respeet these four elements; Water, Fire, Air and Earth. Zarathushira says that the divine is present
within each one of ws and in all things, This divine lame should not be contaminated, but sustained by
sood thoughts, good words and good deeds. In the Avestan text Yasna 17.11, Zarathushitra expresses his
beautiful thoughi by speaking of the fire in all things, the fire within each one of us, IT the divine is preseni
in all of us, then one must accept that Humans are divine, In fact all beings with life are a divine creation
of the creator, Zarathushtra is the first person to advocate freedom of choice: in the Gathas it is stated that
Ahura Mazda made us such. This is why Zarathushiva is known to be the father of free will,

*Lovoastrianism 15 the oldest of the revealed world religions, and it has probably had more influence on
mankind, directly and indirectly, than any other single faith.’- Mary Boyce, Zoroastrians: Their Religious
Beliefs and Practices (London: Routledge and kegan Paul, 1979, p. 1)
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