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7th Zoroastrian unity Cup
Los Angles Sept. 2011,

7TH ZOROASTRIAN
UNITY CUP
LOS ANGELES
SEPT 2011
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UNESCO demanded an explanation surrounding
the collapse of Sasanian Gargar Bridge

LONDON, (CAIS) -- UNESCO
has demanded that the Islamic
Republic-controlled Cultural
Heritage, Handicraft and Tourism
Organization (ICHHTO) to
explain the current status
following the collapse of a section
of the Sasanian Gargar Bridge
at the Shushtar’s ancient water
system structure in Khuzestan
Province.

The organization has also
demanded explanations for the
construction of a temporary
bridge atthe perimeter of the water
system, the Khuzestan Cultural
Heritage Lovers Society (Tariana)
spokesman Mojtaba Gahestuni
told the Persian service of the
Mehr News Agency on Saturday.

The Gargar Bridge is one of

13 structures of the ancient water
system, which was registered on
the UNESCO World Heritage
List in 2009. The ancient bridge
collapsed purely as theresultofthe
authority’s  negligence. Several
months prior to the collapse of
the ancient bridge, the cultural
office  warned the authority
and demanded funds to repair
it. The authority or the current
regime blames the collapse on
heavy rainfall. Recently many
ancient buildings have collapsed,
including an early Sasanian
palace near Busher, which the
authority once again blamed
nature and the heavy rainfall,
while the farmers in the area
have lost their livelihoods due to
a severe draught.

It seems God has something
against our pre-Islamic heritage,
as the rains only fall on pre-
Islamic  structure’s in the
country”, said a local.

Shahzadeh Garden in Mahan,
Kerman

By Hamid Sadeghi

The magnificent Shahzadeh
Garden, located in the Kerman
desert and known as ‘a corner in
heaven’, was registered in June on
UNESCO’s World Heritage List
as a masterpiece of traditional
gardening.

Shahzadeh Garden is located 35
km from south-eastern Kerman,
and 6 km from Mahan, on the
Kerman-Bam Road near Joupar.

t is an Iranian garden
benefiting from a wonderful
natural location. The garden
was constructed in the
1890s, in the Ghajar era, by the
Governor of Kerman. It is located
near the tomb of Shah Nematollah
Vali on the hillsides of Joupar, a

green oasis surrounded by brown
desert.

Shahzadeh Garden consists of
pavilions and a central canal. It is

5.5 hectares in size, rectangular
in shape, and built on a slope of
about 6.4 percent. A long fence
separates it from the undesirable
atmosphere of its peripherals.
Fertile soil, abundant sunshine,
a mild wind, and access to
Tigaran water made it possible
to construct a garden on such a
scale on arid and barren land.

hen  you

enter the

garden, in

the whole

space along
the main axis, the landscapes of
Joupar can be seen. This long
landscape is hidden by the huge
size of the main structure and is
reinforced by the trees on both
sides having different colors at
different seasons.

The water stream along the
garden’s main axis and the
waterfallsand theirsounds, have
contributed to a high quality for
this axis. Tree reflections, the
facade structure and the gazebo
add to a relaxing feel, one of
peace and solitude. Light and
shade play a significant role in
its landscaping.

Source:  Investigating  the
characteristics  of  Persian
gardens: taking a close look
at Mahan Shah Zadeh garden
- by L. Tajaddini, Department
of Architecture, Islamic Azad
University-Bardsir branch,
Bardsir, Iran
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Emerging-market

firms and Britain

The new special relationship

Amid the economic

gloom, Britain is at

the leading edge of

an important global
trend

AROUND four centuries ago, British
capital started flowing into India, creating
the East India Company, and laying the
foundations of the empire. Now capital
is flowing in the other direction. In the
past ten years the Tata group—which
ranges from steel and engineering to
chemicals, telecoms and tea—has spent
$15 billion buying up famous British
firms. Tetley tea was followed by Corus
(formerly British Steel) and Jaguar
Land Rover (JLR), maker of two of the
most quintessentially British cars, and
Brunner Mond, a founder of what was
(until it went the way of all empires)
Imperial Chemical Industries. As a result
of these purchases, Tata is now Britain’s
biggest industrial employer

Britain’s imperial past and commercial
reach mean that it has spawned lots of
globally successful consumer brands.
That was the attraction of Tetley to Tata,
as it was of Cadbury to America’s Kraft,
in last year’s controversial raid on a
cherished British brand. And Britain is
a world-class centre for the skills these
new giant companies need, such as law,
accountancy and branding. Add to that
the easy access to the City of London,
and Britain becomes very attractive.
That explains why, although mining died
in Britain a generation ago, most of the
world’s leading mining companies have
moved their headquarters to London. For
Tata, JLR combined a global brand with
the engineering that created its rugged
four-wheel-drive vehicles. Corus had
expertise in fancy types of steel that
Tata Steel lacked. Tata aims to take these
skills and inject them into its businesses,
not only back home but also in the 79
other countries where it sells things.

Statue of Zarathushtra looks
out over ew yar#

High above the streets of New York,
overlooking Madison Square, there’s a little-
known statue of the prophet Zarathushtra.

It can be found on the north-east corner
of 25th and Madison, on top of New York’s
Appellate Court. The building is home to the
Appellate Division, First Department of the
New York State Supreme Court, one of the
busiest appellate courts in the United States.

Beside Zarathushtra are eight other life-
sized sculptures of famous lawgivers: Moses,
Confucius, Hindustan’s Manu, Sparta’s
Lycurgus, Athens’ Solon, Byzantium’s
Justinian, Alfred of Wessex, and France’s
Louis IX.

Look up at the southwest corner of the
building, and you’ll find Zarathushtra perched
there, looking out toward Staten Island. But it
wasn’t always so.

The elaborate Beaux-Arts building was built
between 1900 and 1902, the work of architect
James Brown Lord. Given the princely sum
of $700,000 to create it, he was instructed
to use the bulk of the budget for decoration,
which he did. The exterior is adorned with
21 figures, representing the four seasons,
concepts like wisdom, peace and justice, as

well as the lawmakers, inspired by the human
desire for rules of conduct.

Sixteen  different  sculptors, including
Daniel Chester French and Karl Bitter, were
commissioned to create the sculptures, and
Zarathushtra was the work of Edward Clark
Potter.

Interestingly, until 1955, there were ten
lawgivers on the roof. However in the early
1950s, as the statues were set to be cleaned
and repaired, the governments of Muslim
nations, Indonesia, Egypt and Pakistan, got
wind of a statue of Muhammad which had gone
largely unnoticed for 50 years. They asked the
State Department to remove and destroy the
sculpture, in keeping with Islamic canon that
forbids the prophet’s representation in sculpture
or painting. The justices consented.

When the statues were removed for
restoration, the half-ton statue of Muhammad
was not returned. The other statues were moved
one spot to the left, leaving an empty pedestal
where Justinian once stood.

The statue of Zarathushtra moved into the
spot vacated by Muhammad. And he remains
there to this day.




Because ultimately, you hold the key to our
survival, period.

Concluding Thoughts

So I leave you with this: we have work
to do, but whoever thought that protecting,
preserving and perfecting one of our most
valuable treasures, our faith and philosophy

of life, would be easy? We must work within
to overcome the internal challenges that we
discussed because our survival as one united
and strong community depend on it. We
must work outside of our community towards
ensuring the greater good for others because
our philosophy, our faith, and our forefathers
mandate and demand it. If we do this, in the
end, what we are doing is exactly what is

The Zoroastrian Journal Fall 2011

required of us by our teachings: to strive to
internalize those qualities which are attributed
to Ahura Mazda: truth, intelligence, integrity,
justice, and righteousness. If we do this,
we will be true Zoroastrians. Because being
Zoroastrian is defined not by how and where
and with whom we pray or congregate; it is
entirely defined by how we choose to live our
lives: it is defined by the choices we make.

Experts have proved that the artifact, which
was unearthed at the Gohar-Tappeh prehistoric
mound in Mazandaran Province in 2005, is a
clarinet.

In addition, a team of archaeologists has
discovered dice for playing the game of craps
at the site, team director Ali Mahforuzi recently
told the Persian service of CHN.

The musical instrument, which was very
common in Mazandaran, was discovered in
a grave beside a skeleton that belonged to a
woman, he said. This is the oldest musical
instrument ever discovered in the Mazandaran
region.

The dice were unearthed from the grave of
another woman at the Gohar-Tappeh cemetery.

‘About 300 pairs of dice of a kind used for
playing craps, which is common among the
Iranian Turkmens, were discovered in the

Parthians. Thus, this find strengthens the theory
that they had lived in this region for a period,’
he stated.

‘The Parthians ruled part of Mazandaran and
the northeast of Iran, but Gohar-Tappeh dates
back from the third millennium BC to the
Iron Age, afterwards people migrated to other
regions nearby,” he added.

The team has also discovered some skeletons
buried with jars containing animal bones.

‘The archaeologists surmise that the ancient
people buried the bodies with animal meat
and water. This fact shows their belief in the
afterlife,” Mahforuzi said.

The archaeologists have also found skeletons
of a couple buried in a single grave. They are
currently studying this case to unravel the
mysteries surrounding this type of burial.

Artifact confirmed as musical

instrument at Gohar-Tarpeh

grave of the woman, who seems to have been a
crapshooter,” Mahforuzi said.

Based on the carbon-14 dating tests carried
out on the oldest archaeological stratum of the
mound, it dates back to about 3500 BC, he
added.

He said that the mound comprises the ruins
of a city, a cemetery and an industrial part but,
based on the artifacts discovered in the ruins
of the city, there apparently was no connection
between the city and the cemetery.

The burials were carried out in fetal or face-
up positions. The team has also found some
jar burials, which mostly pertain to children,
Mahforuzi explained.

‘Jar burials were common mostly among the

Mahforuzi’s team has also collaborated with
some German experts on the city divisions of
Gohar-Tappeh in 2009. However, nothing has
been published about their studies so far.

The team had previously unearthed a cobble-
stoned lane at Gohar-Tappeh during the fifth
season of excavations in 2006.

In addition, the skeleton of a warrior buried in
an attacking pose with a dagger in his hands in
one grave, the skeleton of a child and a bronze
pendant with a bullhorn motif in another grave,
and a number of bull statuettes have been found
at the site during previous phases of excavation
in 2005.

Source: Mehr News

Book on old Persia
@uﬁ/isﬁec? in ggai‘n

A book has been published in Spain
to introduce ancient Persia’s rich history,
literature, arts and concept of religion to a
Spanish audience.

The book, entitled Iran, Cradle of
Civilization and Culture, was compiled
by the cultural office of Iran’s Embassy in
Madrid, and was published by Almuzara
Editorial Publishers, according to IRNA.

The book was compiled in four chapters
and 425 pages, with contributions by
four scholars. The book’s first chapter,
reviewing the history of ancient Persia,
was authored by the former cultural
attaché and professor of history at the
University of Tehran, Ahmadreza Khezri.

In the second chapter of the book,
renowned Iranologist and Persian
language scholar Joaquin Rodriguez
Vargas discusses Persian literature from
the pre-Islamic period to 1492.

In the third chapter, ancient Iranian art
is discussed by Jose Maria Blazquez,
an expert on ancient arts, who reviews
urbanization and sculpture in the Achaean
period.

The last chapter of the book covers the
concept of religion in ancient Persia
and was written by Jose Antonio Anton
Pacheco.

Iran’s Embassy in Spain plans to distribute
copies of the book among libraries,
schools and research centers across the
European country.
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= Humanity

ZOROASTRIANISM OF
THE FUTURE: PRESERVE,
PROTECT, PERFECT
AND PROGRESS

By Dr. Niaz Kasravi

*This article was originally
presented as a Keynote
Address for the North American
Zoroastrian Congress:

December, 2010; Houston, TX

Defining Zoroastrianism in the 21st
Century: Working for the Greater
Good

ere is a need for us to actively
define what it means to be a
Zoroastrian in the 2Ist century.
This can only be done through our

actions and life decisions.
Personally, I chose to not only study
criminal justice, but I decided to get a Ph. D.
in it. Then I decided to go to Iran, during a
time when the reform movement was under
attack by the regime and work with the future
Nobel Peace Prize recipient, Shirin Ebadi, on
the role of women in that reform movement.
Since then, I have taken jobs that have taken
me to prisons, where I talk to inmates about
criminal justice issues, and how they can be a
voice for change from the inside and rebuild
their lives once they get out; I have worked
with those who have been sexually assaulted
while in prison or jail, working to get policy
change so that we begin to address this type
of violence; I’ve also worked with victims of
police abuse, traveling to talk to the families
of those who have been wrongfully killed
at the hands of police; and I work with law
enforcement, trying to find some common
ground between them and the communities
with whom they have tension. Trust me, I
usually have a hard enough time explaining
to some of my family in Iran what it is exactly
that [ do and why I do it. But all I can say is
that it’s been a fascinating journey thus far,
and the sum of this work can be translated into
a struggle to ensure that the guarantee of basic

civil and human rights are
met, especially for those
who have no voice or
political power to speak or
act for themselves.

Like I said, I know many
others in our community
who have devoted
themselves to a higher
calling, to the greater
good. And I often think
that we as Zoroastrians
are so perfectly situated
to become leaders in
doing this. After all, what
guides us are the principles of Humat, Hukht,
Havaresht, or the power of good thoughts
good words, good deeds; what we are taught
from the time where we can think and speak
is the Ashem Vohou - that being pure and
righteous in thoughts, words and deeds is the
best of all blessings, that it is happiness, and
that happiness belongs to those who are the
most righteous and pure. We can also claim
as one of our own the first person in history,
Cyrus The Great, to ever issue a human
rights proclamation. What better way to use
our teachings and our history than to help
humanity, and use whatever time and energy
we can devote to advancing the greater good,
something outside of ourselves, something
that doesn’t necessarily lead to personal gain.
And so that is my call to Zoroastrians today.
I often say, we are living at a time in history
where many current events have underscored
the most negative aspects of being human:
intolerance and hatred, war and conflict. At
times it seems we have forgotten that we are
all human first -- and then whatever else that
distinguishes us from one another. What each
of us chooses to do with our own life, our own
potential, can serve to counter the negativity
of today’s world and bring focus back to our
shared humanity. Our life, and our potential
to work towards the greater good, especially
when we are so well equipped by principles
of our faith to do so, is currency, it is power
we can use to make the world a little better
by the time we leave than it was when we got
here. Our heritage, our religion demands that
we do this. To me, this is the Zoroastrianism
of the 21st century. While others have
found their place on the world stage, we
can find ours by becoming known for our
wisdom, compassion, and our work for the
greater good. And that has been my calling
in life, and Zoroastrian principles have had
everything to do with it. I invite you to find
your calling — it doesn’t have to be criminal
justice or women’s rights — but it has to be
what you in your heart of hearts believe in. It
has to be what you with your own good mind
know to be the right thing to do.

Finding New, Young Leaders

'm a part of several committees for

a number of different Zoroastrian

organizations, and I am often one the

younger people among the group. And

I have to tell you a secret — I’'m not that

young — [ won’t give you my age, but
suffice it to say that there are so many young
people who are so capable of helping lead
our community into the future. And they do
come in sometimes, but are discouraged by
the lack of trust and the lack of flexibility they
are faced with.

As young people so often do, they come
in with new ideas, and want to do things
differently, but many times they experience
road blocks when they come to implement
those ideas, and they soon begin to feel
powerless and that they don’t matter. That
in turn leads them to conclude: Why am
I here anyway, if they can do this without
me? And I know, our history often has a
lot to do with what sometimes seems as our
resistance to change: our main source of
survival persecution in Iran and some of our
ancestors’ voyage to India in the 7th century
became that of rigid structures and forced
seclusion. Back then it may have ensured
our survival. But now, it’s a challenge we
must overcome, because unless we are able
to change that which once helped us survived
— seclusion, and non-acceptance of new ways
of doing things and of newcomers among our
midst — those same things could be one of the
factors that leads to our downfall. Because
the global village, the global community that
we so much want to be a part of — which still
doesn’t recognize us as a major world religion
— will certainly reject a community that is not
adaptable to progress and change. And it is
the new generation that must take us there.
Because let’s face it, you and I will be gone
one day, that’s the only thing in life that is
certain. And unless we give ownership of our
faith and our community to our youth today,
they won’t be there to take up the mantle
when we are gone. And I invite you to attend
the panels that have been put together by
NextGen Now and other Zoroastrian youth,
I invite you to open up your mind and really
listen to what they have to say and consider
that they will ultimately take our place.

I also want to take a short minute to
encourage more youth to step forward
and take responsibility. It’s not enough to
attend these congresses and events and then
complain that maybe you’re not listened to
or your ideas aren’t welcome, if you haven’t
taken the steps to get more involved and
commit some of your time and your energy
to this community. Trust me, many of us are
tired and would love your help and support!

This article continue on page 11



oroastrianism,  through  its
cultural and  socio-political
influence carried the seed of
a world conception that was
previously non-existent and even
inconceivable to the affected people, namely
the existence of a monotheistic divinity,
which is all good, and all light. A divinity
who created a dualistic physicality which
for its very existence required dual aspects,
for each aspect is only definable and may be
experienced in the full context of itself vs. its
opposite. And finally a conception that gives
our lives purpose and meaning, namely being
progressive and working for the Good.

ffectively, this  Zoroastrian
influence generated a major
paradigm shift in the people’s
thoughts at that time and
for generations since. When
Zoroastrian conquerors and kings, primarily

faiths. While Cyrus true to Zarathushtra’s
teachings, was very respectful of other
beliefs and allowed them to flourish of their
own accord, and even supported them; it was
inevitable that Zoroastrianism as the dominant
faith would influence the conquered peoples,
perhaps more so than be influenced by them.
The following quotations from other scholars
emphasize this point, and elaborate on many
of these similarities.

“Should we in a future world be permitted to
hold high converse with the great departed,
it may chance that in the Bactrian sage, who
lived and taught almost before the dawn of
history, we may find the spiritual patriarch, to
whose lessons we have owed such a portion
of our intellectual inheritance that we might
hardly conceive what human belief would
be now had Zarathushtra never existed.” -
Frances Power Cobbe, Studies, new and old,
of ethical and social subjects

INFLUENCE OF
ZOROASTRIANISM
ON OTHER RELIGIONS

descendants

the Great and his
expanded the Persian Empire to include much
of the known world at that time, inevitably
Zoroastrians encountered people of other

Cyrus

“Persian belief was reorganized by the prophet
Zarathushtra according to a strict dualism of
good and evil principles, light and dark, angels
and devils. This crisis profoundly affected
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not only the Persians, but also the subject
Hebrew beliefs, and thereby (centuries later)
Christianity.” - Joseph Campbell, The Hero
with a thousand faces

“Zarathushtra’s doctrine of rewards and
punishment, of an eternity of bliss and an
eternity of woe allotted to good and evil men
in another life beyond the grave is so strikingly
similar to Christian teaching that we cannot
fail to ask whether here at least there is not a
direct influence at work. The answer is surely
“Yes’, for the similarities are so great and the
historical context is so neatly apposite that it
would be carrying skepticism altogether too
far to refuse to draw the obvious conclusion.”
- R.C. Zaehner, The Dawn & Twilight of
Zoroastrianism

Shahriar Shahriari

http://www.zarathushtra.com/z/article/influenc.htm

In
righteousnese
lies real
happiness, for
it is God's finest
gift; happiness
is his who
is righteous
for true
righteousness
sake.

Ashem Vohu
Prayer
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What does ‘Daena’ or ‘Din’
mean in Zarathushtra’s

Gathas?

0oga( weiyaq £g

veryone has the freedom

to speak his or her mind.

However, they should

always clarify that it is their

interpretation or  opinion

rather than claiming it as part
of Zoroastrianism.

It is so interesting that the word Daena
occurs about 25 times in the Gathas in
different forms — singular noun, plural noun,
adjective, etc. Din is a shortened version of
Daena, used by us as well as in Islam.

Dr Eruch Taraporewala was a great scholar
of Avesta, Pahlavi, Sanskrit and Persian. He
translated Gathas word by word, comparing
with the Vedic Sanskrit and wrote extensively
on the Gathas. He defines Daena from the
verb root V da(y) — to perceive, to understand,
to think out. He defines it as follows:

1. Inner self, the Higher Self (of man).
2. Teaching (here, I believe, this means,
social, mental and spiritual).

3. Faith.

4. Religion.

5. Revelation.

Dastur Faramroz Bode was also a great
scholar and believed that the religion of
Zarthosht is for all. He was a very progressive,
enlightened individual.

He explains the meaning of Daena in a very
similar way to Dr Taraporewala, as follows:

1. Visionary perception in man.

2. Divine revelation.

3. Faith, religion, the Zarathushtrian faith
being called ‘Daena vanghuhi’ (vanghuhi
means good).

4. Conscience in man, good or evil.

5. Character and conduct, behavior; good or
bad.

I may add Daena is also the moral, spiritual
uplifting of one being. It is also group-
mindedness where the community shares the
same beliefs, concerns and hamazoori.

Today, out of many verses, we will consider

two Gathic verses.

at hvd mazda izhaca azaitishca

y€ daénam vohi sarshtd manangha
aramatoish kascit asha huzéntush

taishca vispaish thwahmi xshathroi ahura.
(Yasna 49.5)

Translated text:

Now, Wise One, every person, who has
linked his religion

with good mind through devotion and
invocation,

is a noble person of serenity through
righteousness.

He lives, with them all, in Your dominion,
Lord.

(Gathas: Song 14.5)

Summary Substance: A person who
meditates and contemplates through his good
mind, and firmly believes in what he thinks,
is a noble person. He enjoys peace and
stability because of his righteous acts. In fact,
such a person lives a divine life in the divine
dominion with all others who share the same
belief. They all are co-religionists.

Pondering Points: When nobility enjoys
serenity, one dwells in the divine domain (Dr
Jafarey).

fr6 va fraéshya mazda ashemca mriité
ya vé xratéush xshmakahya a-manangha
eresh vicidyai yatha-1 sravayaéma

tam daénam ya xshmavato6 ahura. (Yasna
49.6).

I urge (request earnestly) both of You, Wise
One (Mazda) and Righteousness (Asha)
to enlighten us what You have within the
wisdom of your mind,

so that we rightly decide how to proclaim
that religion which belongs to one like You,
O Ahura.

(B. Deboo).

s you can see, here ‘we’ means
Zarathushtra and his companions,
who want to announce publicly
the religion of Ahura to others.

Today, we have taken up this challenge after
it remained dormant for 1300 years.

It is beautifully summed up in ‘Payman-e-
Din’, which begins with:

RAZISHTAYAO CHISTAYAO
MAZDHATYAO

ASHONYAO DAENYAO VANGHUYAO
MAZDAYASNOISH

The most truthful and divine wisdom
created by Mazda is the Mazda worshipping
righteous, good religion.

o it is very clear that the Din-
e-ma is Ahurai and Mazda
yasni and not just philosophy.
Though, no doubt, there is
philosophical discussion of
our Deana by Zarathushtra in
Gathas. Therefore, ma ketabe Ahuraie darim.

«..lknow
that words
deriving
from good
purpose and
from love
are not to be left
wanting by you.»

(Y28.10).




In a similar vein, Tonia Eckfeld, who wrote
Imperial Tombs in Tang China, 618-907
(2005), thinks the figure in Turin might be
a musician. ‘His loose sleeves would be
consistent with a drummer, and the positions
of his arms and hands suggest he could have
been holding drumsticks,” she emails after
examining images of the statuette.

But Mr. Guglielminotti, who has the
advantage of examining the actual object,
says the pose is not quite right for that—
one sleeve falls too far over the lap to allow
enough room for an instrument.

Guglielminotti then

reluctantly admits

to  harboring a

secret theory of his

own. The only other
tomb figures he knows that also appear to be
sculpted portray four actors—they, too, are
in the MAO collection. ‘Similar dynamism
and originality, but,” he adds, ‘there is more:
the actors sport “exotic” clothes that are
practically identical to that of the veiled man.’
Not only do tests indicate that the works
probably come from the same atelier, but
Mr Guglielminotti thinks they might depict
the same subject: an actor, maybe playing a
robber surprised mid-theft.

Just a theory, he is quick to add, hoping that
future research will investigate this possibility
too. In the meantime, only two things are
certain: as unusual as our man is among
burial figures, he is authentic according to
thermoluminescence tests; and whatever he
represented to eighth-century Chinese, to
21st-century scholars he is a riveting work of
art.

—NMs. Lawrence is a writer based in Brooklyn, NY.

Caption: This Tang dynasty burial figure in a Turin
museum has left curators and scholars puzzling
over its origins. Fondazione Torino Musei
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Ferevdoon Tarapour

Jashnh-e Mehregan
The Autumn Festival
of Harvest

Mehregan is one of the two most
ancient Iranian festivals known, dating
back at least as far as the earliest
Aryans (Iranians). The word “Mehr”
(in Mehregan) in the Persian language
means kindness. Mehr represents
knowledge, love, light and friendship.
In ancient Iran, Zoroastrians divided the
year into two equal seasons: summer
and winter. Thus the beginning of each
season would be celebrated through a
big feast, the first one called Nowruz
(New Year) and the other Mehregan.

The seventh month in the Persian
calendar is named Mehr and is dedicated
to the Goddess of Light -- Mithra or
Mehr. Her followers believed that she
defeated evil and darkness, a scene that
is often depicted with a triumphant lion
residing over a bull. The tenth day of
this month (Mehr) in the Zoroastrian
religious calendar belongs to this deity.
The coming of autumn was and still is
celebrated usually on the 9th or 10th of
this month by Zoroastrians throughout the
world. Mehregan marks the harvesting
season and the coming of winter.

This month, according to some
historians, was probably the first month
of the old-Persian year (before Prophet
Zoroaster). The feast, too, was probably
carried forward from the old-Persian,
and it was perhaps the survival of an
earlier Iranian New Year festival dating
from some prehistoric time of the Aryan
calendar, when the year began at the

autumnal equinox.

here are many different
renditions of how and why
Mehregan has come about:
1. Jashn-e-Mehregan is a
time when harvesting is
completed and people celebrate as a
thanksgiving to the Almighty God.
2. It is a time for love and gratitude for
life.
3. Some say Mehregan was a day of
victory for Fereydoon and Kaveh,
who won over Zahak with the help of
angels. They imprisoned him in Mount
Damavand where he later died of his
wounds. After the capture of Zahak,
Fereydoon was nominated as the king
and the people celebrate this occasion
with “jashn”.
4. Others say that the Festival of
Mehregan came about when God gave
light to the world, which had been dark
up to that point, or the Sun was created.
5. Yet others argue that on this day
Mashia and Mashyaneh, who are the
conceptual Semitic Adam and Eve, were
brought into existence.
No matter what the origins, Persians all
over celebrate this festival in the fall
signifying the season of harvest and
thanksgiving. Friendships are renewed
and families are visited. The festival is
also a reminder of the cornerstone of the
religion of Prophet Zoroaster -- good
words, good deeds and good thoughts.
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By Lee Lawrence

A mysterious
stranger in China

he first thing you notice is

the pose: about 11 inches

tall, he sits with his right leg

bent inward as though riding

sidesaddle, his upper body

torqued, his left leg extended.
Then you see the face, most of which is hidden
by a cloth that drapes across the bridge of a
rather prominent nose, revealing only thick,
arched eyebrows and eyes that stare down
with fierce intensity.

Made in China during the latter part of the
eighth century, this unusual Tang dynasty
burial figure today sits on a shelf in the Museo

di Arte Orientale (MAO) of Turin, Italy,
exuding as much mystery as he does energy.
To date, nobody can say exactly who or what
he is—his clothes, his pose, his expression
don’t add up. Even his manufacture is
atypical: while almost all other known burial
statuettes are hollow and cast in molds, this
one is solid clay and appears to have been
sculpted by hand.

For the moment, MAO has him down as ‘a
Persian riding a camel or a horse’, says Marco
Guglielminotti
Trivel, MAO’s
curator of East
Asian art. And
this is plausible
enough.  One
among 500
ancient Chinese
works that
the Agnelli
Foundation
donated to the
museum,  the
figure’s  eyes
are rounded, his
nose aquiline,
and though
most figurines
show a male
rider straddling
his mount,
sidesaddle is not
unheard of. The
raised fists, Mr
Guglielminotti
notes, might
have held reins,
while the face
cover—as
well as a flap
of cloth over
the back of his
neck—would
have protected
against  wind,
sun and sand.

‘Keep in
mind that at the
height of the Tang period, the population of
the imperial capital was about one million
and, of these, at least a fourth were probably

foreigners,” Mr Guglielminotti says. And
many of them were Sogdians, a Persian people
who dominated trade along the Silk Road.
So it stands to reason that, when creating a
microcosm of everyday reality to accompany
the deceased in the afterlife, wealthy Chinese
often included foreigners. It also showed just
how cosmopolitan they were.

ut the camel-rider
interpretation is not entirely
satisfying. Just ask Marcello
Pacini, who headed the
Agnelli Foundation for 25
years and acquired the statue
at auction some 20 years ago for its collection.

‘I have never seen a rider with such intensity
in his eyes,’ he says. ‘His is the expression of
a priest honoring a god, not that of a camel
rider facing some banal complication.” He
speculates that our riveting mystery man is a
Zoroastrian priest feeding the sacred fire. He
points to the fact that Zoroastrian Sogdians
had a visible presence in Tang China and that
Zoroastrian priests wore a face cover during
rituals to avoid polluting the fire with breath
or saliva.

Still, the case is not airtight. Zoroastrian
priests, for example, wore belts with tassels,
yet the belt here is plain; priests usually
appear standing, while our man sits; and their
face cover—or padam—is square, while this
one falls in a triangle like a folded kerchief.
Not a deal breaker, according to Mr. Pacini.
He speculates that communities of Sogdian
traders might have adapted rituals and
costumes to caravan life.

Could outside experts resolve the issue?
Although intrigued by the Zoroastrian theory,
Professor Suzanne Cahill of the University
of California, San Diego, nevertheless warns
against reading too much into the disconnect
between the eyes and hands. She specializes
in Tang material culture and notes that in
foreign figures the gaze is often intense
‘whether or not their bodies are tense. The
artists fixate on the big round eyes and often
caricature them.’” But the face veil mystifies
her; ‘it might be part of a dancer’s costume,’
she muses.

This article continue on page 7



'KERMAN, CALIFORNIA

e r m a n
(formerly,
Collis) is a
city at the
intersection
of State Route 180 and
State Route 145 in Fresno
County, California, USA.
The population was 13,544
at the 2010 census. Kerman
is located 15 miles (24
km) west of Fresno, at an
elevation of 220 feet (67 m).

Around 1891, the
Southern Pacific Railroad
Company constructed a
new line between Tracy
and Fresno. A watering tank
and pump on that line was
the beginning of Kerman,
which was christened Collis
in honor of the President
of the road, Collis Potter
Huntington.  The  first
inhabitant, the caretaker
of the pump and tank, kept
the tank full of water for
the thirsty engines with
their long and lumbering
trains. After some months,
he resigned his job, not
because of the work, he
said, but because it was too
lonesome and he was tired
of being a hermit. He said
he never saw anyone but the
train crews, and they were
always in too big a hurry to
carry on a conversation.

As a speculative venture,

the old and very rich Bank :
of California purchased a :
huge tract of land in every
County of California. The :
arid, barren land around :
Kerman seemed to be a good
venture, so that happened to :
be the allotment for Fresno :

County.

After the death of its
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By Meher Amalsad
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zen@lgia @cy’ui‘

Economics of Public
Policy.  She graduated
with High Honors and
received the Fali Chothia
Scholarship award for
academic excellence.
She is passionate about
philanthropy and social
activism in humanity.
She is fluent in English,
Spanish, Gujarati and
Swahili.

In 2009, the
University of Illinois
at Urbana Champaign
awarded her with the
Mothers Association

Humanitarian

for leadership in
community. i
Through her experiences :
as a campus leader, i
Zenobia has had
distinctive opportunity

to educate her university,

as well as communities :
around the globe, about our :
Zoroastrian religion, its :
origins, and our people’s

contribution to the world.

A Zoroastrian chosen as an
OFFICIAL STATE FINALIST
for 2012 Miss lllinois, USA

promoter, the bank became

insolvent and its property :
The
attracted
the attention of two Los
Angeles capitalists, William :
G. Kerckoff and Jacob
Mansar, who saw a chance
to purchase a plentiful water :
the newly i
Enterprise i
Canal, which had its source
in the Kings River. The men
first three :
letters of each of their names
christened the area :
‘Kerman’. They pitched the :
property to Scandinavians :
and Germans settled in the :

was liquidated.
property  here

supply from
constructed

combined the

and

Midwest.

The Collis post office
was opened in 1894, closed
re-established :
renamed !
Kerman in 1906. Kerman

in 1899,
in 1904, and
incorporated in 1946.

Source: Wikipedia

High In our small
Zoroastrian community,
very rarely we come
across a  Zoroastrian
youth who is selected as
a STATE FINALIST for a
beauty pageant.
Fortunately our own,
Zenobia  Ravji  has
been selected as an
Official State finalist
for 2012 Miss Illinois
USA Pageant. If Zenobia
becomes Miss Illinois
USA 2012, she will
have the privilege of
representing the state
and will compete for the
national title of MISS
USA 2012!

Please note that Zenobia
belongs to a family
of Mobeds who have
dedicated two decades
of their lives towards
serving the religious
needs of the Chicago
Zoroastrian community.
She has a Masters in

Award
the

the
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a h y a r
Kavoosi first
caught my
attention
when 1 read
about his upcoming concert
at the California Zoroastrian

By: Nasrin Waltman

work and persistence to succeed
in both his artistic and academic
endeavors - he is quick to say that
it was no easy task. Today, he looks
back on his accomplishments and
attributes much of his successes
to hard work, persistence, and his
optimistic personality.

A CONVERSATION
WITH MAHYAR
KAVOOSI

Center. I knew Kavoosi was
a professional musician who
recently moved to the United
States, but I was interested in
learning about his life as a
young Zoroastrian as well. He
agreed to sit down with me
to give me an inside look at his
life as arespected Zoroastrian
artist.

Mahyar Kavoosi was born in
Yazd, Iran during the Islamic
Revolution. Due to the political
turmoil surrounding their home
in Tehran, his mother decided to
move to Yazd to give birth to her
son. Mahyar began showing his
interest in music at a very early
age. He was enrolled in music
lessons and quickly displayed
his gift for music. Mahyar went
on to study music theory until
the age of 19, when he decided
to branch off from theory and
focus on creativity and vocal
melodies. Throughout his early
twenties, he took voice lessons
from several inspirational artists

and  musicians, including
Mohammad Noori.
longside his passion
for music, Mahyar
developed a strong
passion for biology
and medicine. He
managed to earnhis Master’s
Degree in Microbiology from

Azad University in Tehran, Iran
while simultaneously establishing
his career as a musician. Mahyar
acknowledges that it took hard

In addition, Mahyar’s belief in
the Zoroastrian faith has guided
him throughout his life. As a
Zoroastrian, he follows the three
basic life rules: Good thoughts,
Good words and Good deeds. He
has found that the Zoroastrian way
of life has served him well and has
allowed him to overcome many
challenges in order to achieve his
dreams.

For example, Mahyar’s musical
career was challenged by politics
in Iran. His album “Yek” was
released during the Iranian
elections. Due to the anxious
state of the country, his
production remained widely
unacknowledged by the Iranian
people at its initial release.
Nonetheless, today Mahyar’s
two albums “Yek” and “Shirin”
have received popular acclaim
from fans and artists around the
world.

Mahyar claims that his hard
work and persistence has
been key in having his work
receive  recognition  from
Iran. He is the first minority
singer publicly recognized as an
active professional in Iran. His
courage and success have paved
the way for other Zoroastrians
and young artists alike. Without
a doubt, he is a respected
pioneer for Zoroastrian in the
Iranian music industry. Now,
he looks forward to continuing
his inspirational career with the

support of additional
Zoroastrians and Iranian-
Americans  throughout the

United States.
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Editor s note

I was recently invited to a wedding. It was a lavish
affair at a prestigious hotel, with 300 or more guests.
The crowd was very affluent — an assortment of
accomplished doctors, lawyers and businessmen.

As I entered the grounds, I noticed with interest that the
tables were decorated in all the motifs of a Zoroastrian
wedding, and with objects relating to ancient Iranian
tradition.

After a couple of hours, the ceremony began, and a
man dressed all in white began to officiate over the
proceedings. He looked like a Zoroastrian priest.

I was taken aback. I was certain the couple were not
Zoroastrian.

As the priest discussed the marriage vows, he referred
to Zarathushtra and the advice he gave to his youngest
daughter Pouruchista, as cited in the Gathas. He was
using this example to emphasize that the wedding was
derived from ancient Iranian tradition.

After the ceremony was over, I walked up to this man
and asked him if he was in fact a Zoroastrian priest. He
said no, he was not. The groom was his good friend,
and he had asked him if he could conduct a ceremony
like this for him. The couple and both sides of the
family had wanted this and, as the ‘priest’ was very
knowledgeable in ancient tradition, they asked him to
make it happen for them.

I left the ceremony still taken aback, but happy, very
happy, to have witnessed what I did. It reinforced
my sense that most Iranians living outside of Iran
have an interest in returning to past tradition. The
guests attending the wedding certainly expressed this
sentiment. Iranians abroad are trying extremely hard
to keep their language, keep their traditions, and keep
their festivals.

This reminded me that there is no Iran without
Zoroastrianism, and there is no Zoroastrianism without
Iran. The two are forever joined. We should treasure
our history, our culture and the teachings of Zoroaster.
We can still learn so much from them.

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo
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Ahura Mazda |Wise Lord| is the Zarathushtrian God.
Zarathushtrians believe in Good Thoughts, Good Words and Good Deeds.
Asho Zarathushtra Spitaman is our prophet and teacher.

The Zarathushtrian sacred text is called the Avesta, The five Gathas in the Avesta are the very divinely
inspired words of Asho Zarathushtra, the holiest of the holies. The Zarathushtrian religion is the oldest
manotheistic religion in the world, dating back to the fourth millennium, According to Zarathushtra
there is only one God. True Zoroastrians follow the path of Asha |Righteousness|. Our religion teaches us
to respect these four elements; Water, Fire, Air and Earth, Zarathushira says that the divine is present
within each one of ws and in all things, This divine flame should not be contaminated, but sustained by
good thoughts, zood words and good deeds. In the Avestan text Yasna 17.11, Zarathushira expresses his
beautiful thought by speaking of the fire in all things, the fire within each one of us. If the divine is present
in all of us, then one must accept that Humans are divine. In fact all beings with life are a divine creation
of the creator, Zarathushtra is the first person to advocate freedom of choice; in the Gathas it is stated that
Ahura Mazda made us such. This is why Zarathushira is known to be the father of free will.

*Lovoastrianism is the oldest of the revealed world religions, and it has probably had more influence on
mankind, directly and indirectly, than any other single faith.’- Mary Boyce, Zoroastrians: Their Religious
Beliels and Practices (London: Routledge and Kegan Paul, 1979, p. 1)
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