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Pahlavi Pahlavi Probable Equivalent Name in English | 0 treesneeessees
Name of Name of Pahlavi Pahlavi Probable Equivalent Name in English
Day/Month Flower Name of Name of
1 Ahura Mazda | Murd Yas- Jasmine with leaves like myrtle Day/ Month Flower
min 27 Asman Nana nanu Bread-vegetable most likely mint.
sparam
2 Bahman Saman-i- Trefoil 28 Jamyad Kalkam Saffron, Croccus
safid 29 | Marespand | Artashiran A bitter plant
3 Ardibehesht Merezan | Sweet marjoram mentioned in Afrin-Bozar- || 30 Aneran Haoma dat6 | Haoma (Sanskrit, Soma) According a book
gosh gan ai written by Flattery and David Martin in
4 Shehrivar | Shah-sparem Basil-royal Hom 1989 that soma/haoma was extracted from
the plant known as harmel or wild rue
Botanical :P h la). Thi
5 Spendamard Faranj A sweet basil. Mushk of FPersiagis Men- (Bo anical hame: Ferganum harma a). This
hk tioned in Afrin-c-B plant is also called Syrian rue. It grows
mas toned 1 Alin-c-bozargan as a weed in the Persian Plateau and the
- steppes of Central ASia. Later due to the
6 Khordad Susan Lily influence of Zarathushtra, it was replaced
7 Amerdad Chambé Fragrant jasmine by the Ephydra plant. Had a personal dis-
8 Daepa-Adar | Vadruz bui Orange flower cussion with Prof. Martin Schwartz.
(Vadrang)
9 Adar or Azar Azergun The anemone of Marigold
Anemones and Marigold
10 | Aban or Avan Nilo-par Water-lily---There are different colors. This
(Nilufar) is lotus---flower used during Hakhaam-
neshian times.
Darius holding lotus flowers with 12
petals representing 12 months.
11 khorshed Marv-i-sped Cat-thyme (French, Le Marum)
(khur)
12 | Mohor (Mah) Ruges Rush or Leek
13 Tir Vanoash Flower of the Wan tree
14 | Gosh or Gush Meren ( Vine-flower) French, Fleur de vigne
15 | Daepa-meher Karad A flower of the species Plandanus
odoratissi
16 Meher Vanush Violet
17 Sroash Kheri sorkh Pepper grass
18 Rashna Nistarun Narcissus
19 Farvardin Aoruz Cock’s comb
20 Behram Sisenbar Water mint
21 Ram Kheri zerd Yellow Pepper grass
22 Guvad or Vadrang-bui Mountain balm
Govad
23 Daepa-din Shambalit Fenugreek Even today, the Parsi Zoroastrian priests use 24 flowers when per-
24 Din Gul-i-sad Rosa centifolia forming Jashan or Afringan ceremonies for the different occa-
varg sions. Eight flowers are used for each Afringan symbolizing two
existences, physical and spiritual; three flowers represent com-
25 | .Ashishvangh Hamak Buphthalmus ing of the soul from the spiritual world to physical one with good
or Ard hamak Vahar thoughts, good words and good deeds and the remaining three sig-
(bahar) nify the journey of the soul from the physical world to the spiritual
one with the merits of good thoughts, good words and good deeds.
26 Astad Hamak White Hoama This is another example of how flowers continue to be an impor-
Home-i-safid

tant part of Zoroastrianism.
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LOVE OF

/ZOROASTRIANS FOR
FLOWERS AND GARDENS

By Behram Deboo

It is believed that the origin of Persian gar-
dens date back as far as 500 BCE. There have
been many books written on this subject. I do
not claim to be an expert on the subject but
I would like to share some important points
rather than delving into too many details. Dr.
David Stronach has written extensively on the
Persian Gardens.

Cyrus built the capital city called Parthagada
which later was known as Parsagad or Pasar-
gadae in Greek in the province of Pars. It
means, according to Dr. Tooraj Daryaaee,

city/ fort but can also mean either the camp
or garden of Persians. It covered a huge area
with palaces, gardens and temples. In a battle,
Cyrus died in 530 or 529 BCE and it remained
unfinished. When Daryushe bozorg came to
power, he built another capital city known
Persepolis.

Gardening was considered a virtuous deed
by the Persians who believed in enhancing
the beauty of nature by blending the art of
planting flowers and trees. Cyrus the Great
planted trees and worked in the garden. Per-
sian gardeners including the royal families,
nobles and others used precise geometric
designs to plant trees, flowers, fruits and other
plants. Xenophon, who was a Greek merce-
nary employed in the Persian army, talks about
the Persian orchards and was amazed to see
the Persian king planting and maintaining his
own trees in his gardens. This shows that the
Persians believed in the dignity of labor. The
important fact is the planting of gardens was
not done haphazardly but in the geometric de-
sign for symmetry and style of different kinds
of gardens to increase the esthetic value of
the gardens. This leads us to believe that the

Persian Zoroastrians had a good knowledge of
the geometry and geometrical patterns. The
intricate flower designs on the Persian carpets
indicate the influence of the arrangements of
flowers and other vital elements of the Persian
gardens.

The gardens of the Persian Zoroastrians were
so beautiful that the word ‘paradise’ in Eng-
lish comes from the Avestan noun ‘pairidaeza’
which meant surrounded gardens or parks.

In fact, the idea of paradise, it is believed by
some scholars, was introduced in the Christian
mythology of ‘the Garden of Eden’---the
paradise on the earth. The Greek word
for pairidaeza is paradeisoi, the Latin
word, paradisus and the German word,
paradies.

The word Pairidaeza occurs in Vandida
3.18--- “aétadha hé aéte mazdayasna
aingha zemd pairi-daézan pairi-daézayan,
hvarethaéiby6 pascaéta astayanta aéte
y6i mazdayasna vastraéibyd pascaéta
astayatfita aéte yoi mazdayasna.” The.

Pairi in Avesta means 'around' The word
is derived from PIE root <dheigh>---to
mold or form a shape. Daeza means
wall.

Sassanians under the influence of Zo-
roastrianism began to build gardens with
ponds and fountains.
Persians used the irriga-
tion system (qanat) to water
the gardens and cool the hous-
es. Thus, Zoroastrians con-
tributed the art of gardening,
created beauty and harmony in
nature and established sizable
parks similar to the national
parks in the United States.
Animals were introduced into
these parks and hunted by the
royal families.

The Mongol king, Babur car-
ried the idea of the Persian
gardens to India and built a
beautiful garden in Agra. Un-
fortunately, it is now unkempt.
When Shah Jehan built the Taj
Mahal, he also designed a Per-
sian style garden in the front
of the structure. The Islamic
gardens that came after are the
by-products of the Zoroastrian
heritage of gardening heritage.

Since the Zoroastrians had
such a great love for flowers,
they assigned a different flow-

er for each day of the Zoroastrian month. The
following list is from the book, “The Religious
Ceremonies of the Parsis”, by late Ervard
Shams-Ul-Ulama Dr. Sir Jivanji Modi”. The

following table shows the connection of the
different flowers with the days of the month
created by the Persians. Esthetically, it is the
language of flowers.
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Cyrus the Great Cylnder

arrmwves 1 Tehramn

! Www.cais-soas.com

For the first time after the 1979 pre-Islamic Persia and paﬁiculgrly
Persian Revolution, the British to the Cyrus the Great historical :

Museum has returned the Cyrus

the Great Cylinder to the country
under tight security measures. The
cylinder was escorted by a delega-
tion headed by the British Museum
keeper of the Middle East collec-
tions Dr. John Curtis to the Na-
tional Museum of Persia where it
will remain for four months. The
Cyrus the Great cylinder, which is
considered the world's first charter
of human rights, is inscribed in Ak-
kadian cuneiform with an account
by Cyrus the Great (ca. 600-529
BCE). The cylinder was discov-
ered by a British archaeological
mission in the 19th century, but its
historic importance was not estab-
lished until the 1960s.

The cylinder was scheduled to be
given to Persia on loan in Sep-
tember 2009. However, the Brit-
ish Museum refused the loan, cit-
ing Persia's post-election uprising.
Tehran had earlier threatened that
it would cease cooperation with
the British Museum until the cyl-
inder is loaned to the National Mu-
seum of Persia. Many experts are
extremely worried about the safety
of this priceless historical artifact,
loaned to a regime that is hostile to

figure.

inscriptions

that the

of human beings.

In 1970, the Shah, then
about to celebrate the 25th cente- :
nary of Cyrus' Empire, tried to per-
suade the British to send the cylin-
der to Persia for public exhibition. :
The British refused. Thus began '
The Forty Years of Waiting' the

Persian media are referring to.

President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad :
was present, along with his entire :
Cabinet and the military top brass :
to welcome the temporary return of
the cylinder. There was a guard of
honor all dressed in the uniforms :
of Cyrus's army as imagined by
Tehrani designers almost 40 years :

ago.

n welcoming speeches, Ah-

madinejad and his 'philosoph- :
ic guru' Esfandiar Masha'i praised
Cyrusin lavish terms. Masha'i went :
as far as declaring Cyrus to have
been ' one of he prophets, a special :
emissary from God.' That echoes :
the Old Testament's view of Cyrus, :
the man who freed the Jews from :
bondage in Babylon and helped
them return to Jerusalem to rebuild :
their temple with a grant from the

imperial treasury.

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

he cylinder is :
covered with
in Old :
Persian in cuneiform
that sound like a royal :
decree. The inscrip- :
tions were decoded
and translated some :
50 years ago but the
cylinder's connection :
" to Cyrus, or Kurosh :
in Persian, was not :
established until 1970.
Experts now concur
inscriptions :
amount to the first
declaration of human :
rights inasmuch as they
uphold freedom of re- :
ligion and the equality

Wastarn Fersia

Source Mehr News Agency

An ancient underground city has been discovered in southeast Hame-
dan Province of Persia.

The city is located near the village of Arzanfud, 25 kilometers south-
east of the city of Hamedan, the Hamedan Cultural Heritage, Tour-
ism and Handicrafts Department (HCHTHD) announced Saturday in
a press release. The city, which is comprised of 25 rooms connected to
each other by several corridors, had been dug under a stone mound at
a depth of 4 to 6 meters.

The structure is surmised to have been used by habitants as a shelter
during wars. The city’s original entrance has not been found so far,
but it is accessible through an opening that has been made by HCH-
THD’s experts. There are holes carved in the walls, which had been
made to hold early light fixtures. A crib has also been identified in the
structure.A number of stone rings and clasps have also been discov-
ered in the city.

According to initial studies, the city likely dates back to the kingdom
of the Medes or the Parthian era.
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Company helps ancient
Persian art survive

By Mostafa Mousavi Sabet

n a village called Amirieh near Teh-
ran, skilled artisans in a workshop
are trying to keep ancient Persian
art and culture alive and well for
the benefit of those who have been
slowly forgetting their origins over
the past few decades.
This workshop was established about
15 years ago by the Shahriar Tandis and
Peykare International Company (STPIC) to
manufacture statuettes of contemporary Per-
sian luminaries, Persian personalities from
ancient times, and mythical personalities
from Persian literature.

You can find examples of their artwork in a
gallery at the company’s office in Tehran.

The com-
pany’s artists
have sculpted
cultural fig-
ures from
Ariobarzanes
(368-330 BC),
the Persian
satrap of
Persis who
fought against
Alexander
the Great, to
living legend
of Persian traditional music Mohammadreza
Shajarian.

They have also brought many Persian ep-
ics to life, such as the battle of Rustam and
Sohrab and the Third Adventure of the Shah-
nameh, with their creations.

One of the most interesting artifacts on
display at the STPIC office is a replica of the
Cyrus Cylinder, which is the same weight
and size as the original artifact kept in the
British Museum.

Shortly after its inception, the STPIC
shifted from making small sculptures to
working on larger projects, one of most valu-
able of which is the Garden of Inscriptions.
33 models of the ancient inscriptions located
in various sites of Persia are on display at the
garden located in the courtyard of the Nia-
varan Palace Museum in Tehran.

“Most of the inscriptions
were created by kings
and out of the reach of
the common people in
order to safeguard them,”
STPIC Managing Director
Hossein Taqavi explained
to the Tehran Times last
week.

The garden provides ordinary people and
scholars alike with easy access to models of
the inscriptions that are the same color and
size as the originals, he added.

Molding, making, and installation of the rep-
licas took 12 years and according to Taqavi,
even planting the grass at the garden was
done by the STPIC.

The STPIC never received a penny for its
work from the Cultural Heritage, Tourism
and Handicrafts Organization (CHTHO),
which had commissioned the project, Taqavi
said, adding, “We only desired to see the
project through to its completion.”

He believes that most of the inscriptions are
threatened by destruction from human and
natural factors and the garden is a means to
preserve the ancient inscriptions for future
generations.

A part of the Kartir inscription carved on the
Zoroaster’s Kaba at the Nagsh-e Rustam site
in Fars Province vanished in 2006, just one
year after it was molded by the STPIC for
the garden.

No harmful effects have been shown for the
material used to mold the inscriptions and
other artifacts. The material has been inno-
vatively formulated by the STPIC.

The STPIC has installed a great tableau
depicting the evolution of script at the 23rd
Tehran International Book Fair, currently
underway in Tehran at Imam Khomeini
Mosalla.

Over the past three years, the STPIC has
focused on creating pieces for installation in
buildings to complement their architecture.

“New Persian buildings lack national sym-
bols,” Taqavi lamented.

“Over the past three years, giving mean-
ing to the environment has been high on our
company’s priority list,” he added.

In this way, in the revetment of a structure
entitled “The Nations’ Wall” at the CHTHO

in Tehran, the STPIC used tile-shaped plas-
ter pieces bearing copies of motifs originally
carved on rocks and structures located at
various prehistoric and ancient sites in Per-
sia.

“With an introduction provided for each
piece, CHTHO’s clientele are kept busy
with the details given for each of artworks,”
Taqavi said.

The CHTHO has approved a STPIC’s plan
for decorating its entrance using a design
based on the gift presenters’ bas-reliefs at
Persepolis.

The molds for the decorations have been
taken off the originals at Persepolis.

The STPIC has made single balusters and
urban furniture carrying motifs and symbols
of ancient Persian architecture. Some of
the artworks have been used in a number of
locations in Tehran.

Over the past year, about 1.2 million artis-
tic creations were crafted by the 273 artists
working at STPIC’s workshop located in
Shahriar, which is a working class neighbor-
hood.

“We could have set up our workshop in one
of better districts of the capital, but we be-
lieve that providing employment for people
in less affluent communities is a blessing for
us,” Tagavi stated.

The STPIC has been honored several times
as Persia’s Employer of the Year.

So far, the company has held 15 foreign
exhibits in Germany, England, Russia, India,
Oman, Qatar and several other countries.

French cultural attaché in Tehran Jean-
Claude Voisin has proposed that the STPIC
offer some of its products at the Louvre Mu-
seum. Initial discussion of the issue is on the
agenda of an upcoming meeting scheduled
with Louvre officials.

The STPIC is also making a model of the
Nations’ Gate of Persepolis for the Toronto
municipality.

Creating each one of our artifacts requires
an expenditure of time-consuming, in-depth
research, Taqavi noted.

“The matter becomes more complex with
abstract designs, because they need even
more time and talent, in a similar way that a
poet must strive when composing intricate
rhymes in poetry.”



German poet and historian of literature, Adolf
Friedrich von Schack whose version was

published in 1851. Friedrich Riickert's transla-
tion was also published after his death in 1866.

However, the French also played a funda-
mental role in bringing into the light the
exquisiteness of Ferdowsi's masterpiece. They
contributed to the familiarization of Europeans
with The Shahnameh predominantly and
translated the epic opus of Ferdowsi several
times. The volume of researches done by the
French orientalists about The Shahnameh and
Ferdowsi is indispensably noteworthy.
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In 1826, the French government assigned
the mission of translating The Shahnameh to
Jules Mohl, the renowned French orientalist
and philosopher. He astonishingly dedicated
40 years of his life to the translation of The
Shahnameh and accomplished the mission up
to his death in 1876. He reviewed several
partly-translated versions and even sought the
help of Persian scholars in interpreting the
oratory of Ferdowsi. The first volume of his
translation came out in 1838 with a well-re-
searched preamble he had written on it. This
preamble is said to be one of the most reliable
introductions on Ferdowsi and his works in
French language.

Anyway, one millennium has passed since
the composition of The Shahnameh by Hakim

Ferdowsi and every Persian-speaking citizen <
knows well that the magnificence and majesty ,.c.‘
of the Persian poet cannot be erased from the <

pages of world's cultural memory. Millions of
words and sentences do not suffice to intro-
duce and interpret Ferdowsi. He passed away
physically, but he rejuvenated the Persian
identity and perpetuated his name until the
subsistence of the world:

I am deathless, I am the eternal lord
For I have spread the seed of the Word

ACHARBMENID ENGINERRS CONSTRUCTED PASARGADAR
TO WITHSTAND SEVEN RICHTER SCALE BARTHQUAKR

By Atossa Sepahbod

he new research on Pasargadae’ struc-

tural engineering has shown the Achae-
menid engineers had laid its’ foundations
by using “Base Isolation System” in their
design. The Base Isolation system is be-
ing used today by many countries for the
construction of the nuclear facilities, and
countries with numerous earthquakes such
as Japan.

The “Base Isolation system”
was invented by Persian en- _
gineers 2500 years ago, by & te =
creating two separate layers [
of foundations; -the first or
lower foundation was con-
structed solidly and second
or the top foundation was
susceptible to movement. Therefore, if an
earthquake would have occurred the struc-
ture could withstand up to 7 richer-scale.
The foundation designed to slide and shake
without causing the structure to collapse.

“Under the Pasargadae monuments there

are two foundations, the lower one solid,
made of stone, and cemented together us-
ing mortar (mixture of plaster of lime and
ashes or sand). After creating a smooth sur-
face the second foundation was laid out of
wide pieces of polished stones, fastened
together with metal bars and clips to cre-
ate a large plate, which were trembling and
sliding during a possible earthquake”, said
‘Abdolazim Shah-Karami, the expert of
Geotechnique, Foundation and Engineering
of Pasargadae.

He described this ingenious invention as a

system that is being used by modern-engi-
neers all over the world. This demonstrates
the advanced knowledge that ancient engi-
neers had in foundation engineering tech-
niques and the extent of their familiarity
with geological behaviors of their surround-

ings, in order to invent such an efficient and
innovative design for its time.
“Research on the foundations of Pasarga-
dae has shown that the Achaemenid engi-
neers invented this technique to prevent the
collapse of the structure in this earthquake-

region of Persia”, emphasized ‘Abdolazim

Shah-Karami.

™ and the

the cracking and subsiding of buildings.

they managed to protect the structures
from earthquake, but also they resolved

the problem of possible subsiding”, added :
: unification of Persia happened in 1501 AD by
P asargadae was the first dynastic capital : the Safavid dynasty. Persia was referred to in

of the Achaemenid Empire (550-330 : the West as Persia until March 21, 1935 when

BCE), as the second Persian dynasty suc- i it was officially recognized as either Persia or

: i Persia, where the latter has been the local name.
ceeded Median Dynasty (728-550 BCE), : Persia has had roughly the same geographical

founded by Cyrus the Great, in Pars, home- ' boundaries since its inception and has been us-

land of the Persians. Its palaces, gardens, ing Persian as the official language in addition

and the mausoleum of Cyrus the Great are to Persian calendar. In modern days, historians
outstanding examples of the first phases of | began to hesitate Persia's influence on history
: for political reasons.” The article does state
 that, “Nation-building is a long evolutionary

i process. It is therefore practically impossible to

Shah-Karami.

Imperial Achaemenid art and architecture
and exceptional testimonies of Persian civi-
lization.

Pasargadae was the capital of the first great

multicultural empire in the world. Spanning ; I MOSt cases. However, most nations have

3,000,000 square-miles, from the Eastern accepted some dates in their respective

Mediterranean and Egypt to the Hindus histories as their symbolic starting points.

The research on the
Apadana, the Pri- |
~ vate Palace of Cyrus :
o the Great, Tal-e Takht,
i Alexander :
&% Prison were all 1aid§

with deep foundations, :

which covered a vast : entitled, “List of countries by statehood”. The

area (larger than their : article lists Persia or Persian as the first,
constructions), in accordance with the soil’s : dating to rf)ughly 330 BC. It states, T.h e first
densit d kn . : h the | state consisting all of western Persia was
hen81 y al? hwe? hess n Copylnhg wi . c : founded by the Proto-Elamite with their capi-
cavy weight of the structures themselves. ¢ ¢ sysa & Anshan which lasted from around

In the IOIlg term, this would have prevented 3300 BC to 2700 BC, they were followed by
{ Elam (2700-550 BC) and Medes who created
¢ 6By executing their designs not only had | the first Persian empire, which encompassed all
of Persia and lasted from 728 to 550 BC. Cyrus

The Great, founded the world>s first superstate,

River, it is considered to be the first empire
that respected the cultural diversity of its
different subjects based upon tolerance and
respecting human rights. This was reflect-
ed in Achaemenid architecture, a synthetic
representation of different cultures.

Wilkipedia lists the Per-
sian Kingdom as The
Oldest.

The website Wikipedia, the largest collabora-
tive reference website with 78 million visitors
since January 2010, recently added an article

stretching from Greece to India. The last re-

come up with a single date for a nation's “birth”

..........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
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By Kourosh Ziabari

Ferdowsl, the Reviver of Persian Language

United Na-
tion's cultural
body (UNES-
CO) has

named the
year 2010 as 1000th anniversary of the com-
position of The Shahnameh, the renowned
national epic of the Persian-speaking world
which has been traditionally a source of honor
and a manifestation of ancestral identity to the
Persian people and nations such as Tajikistan
and Afghanistan who have loyally stuck to
their lingual and cultural background after
separation from Persia.

The Shahnameh is the result of 30 years of
unyielding and steadfast endeavor by the
master of Persian literature, Hakim Abulgasim
Ferdowsi who is known to the Persian people
and the Persian speaking nations as the reviver
of Persian language. Persians owe to Ferdowsi
the survival and fortification of their language
and that is why Ferdowsi is considered to be
the most prominent Persian poet of all times,
even though there are disputes between the
scholars who believe that Ferdowsi's work, in
a literary and formational context, cannot be
compared to those of Hafiz, Sa'di, Rumi and
Rudaki as the nature of Ferdowsi's work is
essentially different from what other notable
Persian poets have brought into existence;
however, to the majority of scholars, research-
ers and literary experts, The Shahnameh,
regardless of its format and content, features
because of its remarkable contribution to the
culture of Persia and the historical identity of
Persian people.

It is widely believed that Ferdowsi started
the composition of The Shahnameh when he
was 30 years old. According to his own poetry,
Ferdowsi invested more than 30 years on the
foundation of The Shahnameh to preserve the
heritage of Persian language.

The Shahnameh is a mythical, 30,000-distich
poetic opus which is dedicated to the history
of ancient Persia. The content of The Shah-
nameh can be divided into three main sections:
the mythical age, the heroic age and the
historical age. In the mythical age, Ferdowsi
demonstrates his adherence to the moral and
ethical values by praising and eulogizing the
Almighty God whom he considers, thanks to
his monotheistic mindset, the sole creator of
the universe and only initiator of the life. He
starts his poetic oration in the name of God:

In the name of the Lord of both wisdom and

mind,
To nothing sublimer can thought be applied

Then he comes to admire the Almighty God
and his extensive, endless power:

The first thing needful for thee is to know
The sum of primal elements which He,
Who maketh all things, made from naught to
show
The greatness of His own supremacy

Ferdowsi then continues by telling the story
of Kayumars who is legendarily believed to be
the first human being descended on Earth,
having been endowed with the celestial grace
of the Almighty God, which he calls "Farr".

In the mythical division, Ferdowsi describes
the accounts of two legendary kingdoms in
Persia which the holy texts of Zoroastrians,
including Avesta, include some references to:
Pishdadian Dynasty in which 11 emperors
ruled, and the Kayanian Dynasty. The heroic
age of The Shahnameh comprises the greater
part of the work, including the account of
Manuchehr until the conquest of Persia by
Alexander the Great. The famous story of
Seven Labors of Rustam and the death of
Siavash fall under the heroic category of The
Shahnameh.

The stories of Arsacids and Sassanid dynas-
ties which are retold briefly belong to the
historical age of The Shahnameh where
Ferdowsi demonstrates his power of artistic
historiography dexterously.

The Shahnameh has been translated in more
than 40 languages and exists in the world's
largest libraries in miscellaneous, luxurious
versions. The Bayasanghori Shahnameh which
is an illuminated manuscript of the work being
kept in the Tehran's Golestan Palace has been
listed in the UNESCO's Memory of the World
Register of cultural heritage items.

As a literary masterpiece, The Shahnameh
has played a vital role in recording the antiq-
uity of Persian culture, preserving the heritage
of Persian poetry, purifying the Persian lan-
guage and ensuring its independence from the
other languages. Ferdowsi inspired several
poets who attempted to surmount his unparal-
leled rhetoric several years after his demise;
however, the history of Persian poetry hasn't
proofed any poet to be of greater eminence,
competence and reputation than Ferdowsi up
to now.

The British orientalist, surgeon and artist

James Atkinson was the first to introduce an
English translation of The Shahnameh in 1832.
Atkinson was a multilingual surgeon who
served many years as the Assistant Surgeon in
the Bengal service of Honorable East India
Company. He was completely fluent in Persian
and that would give him the precious opportu-
nity to make an acquaintance with the most
noteworthy masterpieces of Persian literature.
He first made an abridged translation of
Rustam and Sohrab story of The Shahnameh
in 1814 and then completed his free translation
in 1829 which was published in 1832 and won
him an Oriental Translation Fund gold medal
the same year.

Oriental Translation Fund was established in
1828 as a part of the Royal Asiatic Society of
Great Britain and Ireland's efforts to further
"the investigation of subjects connected with
and for the encouragement of science, litera-
ture and the arts in relation to Asia."

A British poet named Matthew Arnold who
was a cultural critic and school inspector and
at the same time, a close friend of William
Wordsworth, published another abridged
translation of Rustam and Sohrab tragedy in
1853.

In 1925, the brothers Arthur & Edmond
Warner published a complete, 9-volume
translation which paved the ground for the

further acquaintance of the English readers
with The Shahnameh.

Germans were also among the pioneers of
translating The Shahnameh into European
languages. In a speech dated September 27,
1934, the renowned German Persiaologist and
orientalist Hans Heinrich Schaeder elaborately
explained the efforts made by the Germans to
introduce Ferdowsi and The Shahnameh to the
international community.

In his speech titled "Firdosi und die
Deutschen", Schaeder called the year 1819 a
pivotal juncture in the course of Germans'
familiarity with the oriental culture. Along
with the publication of new Deutsch transla-
tions of Hafiz and Rumi, the renowned Ger-
man writer Johann Joseph von G?rres com-
pleted his translation of The Shahnameh in this
year which received great welcome with the
German readers.

According to Schaeder, The Shahnameh had
a great impact on the German orientalists and
inspired many scholars to conduct exploratory
researches about Ferdowsi. The other credible
translation of The Shahnameh belonged to the



majority of crowns
were serrated and
the serrations were
in the curves and
bents symbolized
towers, battle-
ments or perhaps
Mehr (the sun).
The crown was so
respectable that
the court would
hardly thrust its up-
keep to everyone.

The crown was divided into three groups:
closed, open and integrated crowns. The
closed crown (a crown covered at the top)
was composed of a headstall and an arch and
its edge and sides were decorated by gold.
The closed crowns were either wholly made
of metal or non-metal material. In non-met-
al crowns the framework was made by non-
metal matter and a metal part was mounted
on it. The metal crowned were either fabri-
cated by casting or by engraving the metal.

The images in crown had ritual aesthetic
value. Open crowns: These crowns which
were not covered at the head were made of
cylindrical metal bars in different sizes and
shapes. The majority of diadems were made
thus. Integrated crowns: These crowns
were open crowns mounted and fastened
by two clasps at four corns to the frame.

Sivaris was one type of crown which was
used during the Achaemenid period. This
was a tall and serrated golden crown dec-
orated by gold leaves and colorful jewels.
The Achaemenid crowns were either closed
or open crowns and were excessively worn
by kings. The king's crown was taller than
other crowns and its walls symbolized the
temples of the time and were equipped
with 22 or 24 dents. They represented the
Ahurayhi or sun power vested to the king.

DIADEM (DEIHIM)

The Deihim or diadem was a golden ring
with 4 to 5 cm height which were either
serrated or were smooth. As the design im-
plies the serrated diadem was exclusively
worn by kings to conduct daily business.
But the non-serrated diadems were worn
by princes, courtiers or military command-
ers. A sheared non-serrated diadem has
been discovered in Persepolis which does
not resemble the other bas-reliefs there.
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BASAK

Basak is a circular ring made of flowers
and branches or metal ring made of flow-
ers. Basak might be considered as a spe-
cial sort of special diadem. So far the real
application of Basak has not been dis-
covered, but in the past there was a sort
of Basak which looked like a rope from
distance. Such Basaks were mostly used
by military officers. Many bas-reliefs of
soldiers in Persepolis wear the Basak.

Basak was either made of metal or felt.
The non-metal felt Basak was worn dur-
ing hunting and war to prevent the hair
from being disturbed. The Basak was
worn by the king, his courtiers, mili-
tary officers and even ordinary people.

STRAIGHT CAP

This was an inverted cone cut at the
base and made of felt and scented by
gums and other fragrant material. These
were either split or simple caps. The sim-
ple straight cap was used as replacement
for the crown for daily affairs by kings.

The difference between split and simple
straight cap was in the shears on the body of
thecap.Apparentlythesplitshearedcapswere
worn by soldiers. What is particular about
this cap is the image of Ahura imprinted on
it. A comparison of the straight caps known
as Parsi caps with those worn by the Assyri-
ans shows that the Achaemenid straight cap
was a modified version of the Assyrian one.

DASTAR (TURBAN-LIKE
CAP)

The real purpose of Dastar is not known.
This was a pointed felt cap or hood or shawl
which was wrapped over the head and neck
or a sort of felt cap. Its true rank is not
known because the Dastar was worn by ser-
vants and maids. Right now in many plac-
es including Kurdestan the natives wear a
sort of cap on which the Dastar is wrapped.

BASHLOGH (HOOD)

This is a felt cap which has special strings
hanging behind the ear and back which nar-
rows as it descends lower. Behind the arch
of the Bashlogh there was an additional

piece which was folded in the front. Bash-
logh was worn by Median armor wearing
officers. Right now the Bashlogh with slight
modifications is being woven in Kurdestan.

EGG-LIKE FELT CAP

This cap was known as Median cap. The
only ornament on the egg-like felt cap is
a lace at the edge of the cap. The images
surviving in Ghalayechi Hill in Bukan
from Manayian period as well as crowns
from the Sasanid period has revealed that
a diadem was worn on the felt cap. The
felt cap was worn by Achaemenid war-
riors and Median officers. A similar cap is still
being worn by Persian nomadic tribesmen.

DASTAR
(HEAD-SCARF)

This is a sort of headscarf worn by women
which reaches as far as the ankles. The Dastar
was worn by Achamenian women. The corners
of this shawl-like Dastar was
not wrapped under the neck.
The Dastar was placed on
the lady's head in a manner
that covered all her hair or
it was hung like a tail at the
back. The Dastar was gen-
erally worn with a diadem
or Basak and was the scarf
popularly used by the Per-
sian women in the past.
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A research on
Ancient Persian
Dress Hat

By Masood Partovi

Hat which was popularly used in ancient
Persia represented the profession, race,
social rank of the person, an ornament or
a device for people's comfort. Of different
types of hats or caps one may refer to the
crown, including closed, open or integrated
crowns, which were worn by kings, dia-
dem or Deihim, Basak, the straight cap,
Dastar (turban-like cap), Bashlogh (hood),
and egg-like felt caps. The felt cap was
popular among Persian tribesmen. Also
ladies used to wear a sort of headscarf
which reached to their ankles covered by a
diadem or Basak. -

Among other
symbols in ancient
times a hat or cap
had special sig- g
nificance for the N
ancient Persian f
people. The use -
of cap dates back
to cavemen, and -~
that cap or hat was
developed, modified and perfected with
the growth of human civilizations accord-
ing to geographical and social conditions.
The rank of a cap over the head or the
throne of command or leader of the body,
enjoyed special rank in the ancient Persian
culture because our folklore culture has
many proverbs referring to the cap and its
dignity.

REASONS FOR
USING THE CAP

A study of the incentives that led to the
use of cap specially in ancient times, will
lead us to the following facts. Hat used
as an ornament: This sort of use impelled
man in ancient times to use the cap to
beautify the body and to satisfy his aes-
thetic cravings and religious beliefs. Hat
used for comfort: Such hats were used by
people to meet daily needs (to avoid cold).

Religious uses: The hat was used in keep-
ing with the special religious rites and cer-
emonies. Among such uses the wedding

dress and head cover is a striking exam-
ple. To distinguish rank: In the past differ-
ent hats were used to distinguish different
classes in the community or different tribes.
Of course different hats and head covers
were fabricated by different cultures, tribes
and nationalities in a long period of time.

To distinguish profession: Each profession
calls for a special sort of cap or dress or uni-
form to provide for the worker's safety and
easeduringtheworkandvarioustypesofthead
covers are made according to specific needs.

DECORATION
OF HATS

Hats were decorated in two ways in the
past: Interior decoration or decoration of
the web and exterior decoration. By interior
decoration we mean the texture or material
that formed the hat including the fabric, the
color, shape and main designs, which were
not added to the cap from outside. Exterior
decoration are ornaments which were added
to the hat such as beads sewn on the cap
separate from the inside web. Exterior dec-
orations consisted of metals, jewels, glass
and enamels and costly decorative fabrics.

DECORATIVE
IMAGES ON HATS

Since ancient Persia was a vast country
and incorporated many nations, in this ar-
ticle we will only examine the genuine
Persian tribes such as the Medians and
Persians. The ancient Medians or Persians
resorted to simple decorations as symbol-
ic images. A careful examination of such
images leads us to divide them into hu-
man, plant, animal, geometrical images,
Varjavand or a mixture of such elements.

The ancient world was a mysterious world
of celestial and terrestrial wonders mixed
with human fear and hopes and the ancient
man has mummified himself in various
shapes to achieve everlasting life. Ancient
images were symbolic in nature and repre-
sented governmentrank, religion, ritual, gild,
or even tribal features including bravery. To
clarify the matter further, we will refer to
several ornaments which were used on hats.

Water Lily (Nilufar): Water lily is an eter-
nal and sacred flower and represents Mehr

(the sun) and Mithra worship. As a result
the flower and the stalk of the water lily
was used amply to decorate bowls, walls,
and garments. One example of use of wa-
ter lily was the employment of the sim-
ple lily with its petals in a circle or hoop
which itself was adorned by the lily pet-
als. Such round images have been used
amply in Persian fabrics during the Par-
thian, Sasanid and even Islamic periods.

Image of Sun: The sun (Mehr) enjoyed spe-
cial symbolic significance in ancient Persian
religious rites. An example of use of sun is
its round disk with 8 rays divided into three
directions all of which were placed in a hoop.
One most famous symbol of sun worship
was the sun chariot which in recent years has
been modified into broken cross (swastika).
The importance of the sun (Mehr) in reli-
gious rites was such that many experts con-
sider the crown (and even the wedding ring)
as a symbol of ancient religious worship.

Serrated (toothed) towers: Serrated tow-
ers were other symbols used in the an-
cient times, and such designs represented
ancient temples. An example of serrated
tower is shown in the mosaic bas-relief
Khozi soldiers' dress in the Louver Mu-
seum. In these images one can see quad-
rangle images. Inside the quadrangle one
can see three serrated towers rising from a
mound. These three towers represent Varja-
vand or combination of Ahuramazda (Zo-
roastrian) Mithra and Anahitian religions.

Geometric shapes included hood or round
checkered additions which were either ap-
plied at the margin or at the background
and they were used to adorn ritual hats. But
in the decoration of hats in ancient Persia
one cannot see human or animal images.

TYPES OF HATS

An examination of images of bas-reliefs
in ancient buildings and objects leads us to
divide Median- Persian hats into crowns,
diadems (Deihims), Basaks, straight caps,
Dastars, Bashloghs and felt egg-like caps.

CROWN

Crown was a special head cover used by
governors. The crown represented special
power bestowed to the king from heaven
and each part of its ornaments symbolized
the beliefs and religions of the time. The
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Source zoroastrians.net

The Ali Asghar Payravi Fellowship was
recently announced at the University of Cali-
fornia Irvine (UCI). This fellowship is for a
continuing international student pursuing doc-
toral research in pre-Islamic Persian history
and culture. For the forthcoming academic
year 2010-2011, the fellowship will provide
a stipend of $18,000 plus cover non-resident
tuition and fees, and a 2011 summer stipend
of $2500. The recipient should be advanced
to doctoral candidacy before the start of fall
2011, if he or she has not already done so. The
fellowship will be administered by the Samuel
Jordan Center for Persian Studies and Culture.

Source Mehr News Agency, Tehran

uins of a fire temple dating
back to the Sassanid era have
recently been discovered during
a series of archaeological exca-
vations in the Vigol region near
Kashan in central Iran.
The discovery was made during the lat-
est season of excavations, which are being
carried out by a team of archaeologists led
by Mohsen Javeri and began in mid-June, the
Cultural Heritage, Tourism and Handicrafts
Organization announced in a press release on
Monday.

The cruciform temple has four entrances
leading to the ruins of a fireplace embellished

with unique stucco designs, Javeri said.

The team has also unearthed pieces of or-

nate stucco work at the foot of the fireplace,
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SASSANID FIRE TEMPLE
DISCOVERED IN CENTRAL IRAN

he added.

The fire temple floor has been covered with
plaster. The walls of the mud structure have
been decorated with plaster dado rails, above
which they have been painted with ocher
paint.

The archaeologists surmise that the fire
temple was used during the period after the
fall of the Sassanid Empire due to the fact that
the plaster on the fire temple floor has been
recovered several times.

“This kind of the Sassanid religious archi-
tecture has previously been found in southern
Iran, but this first time such a structure with
these characteristics has been identified in
central Iran,” Javeri noted.

The fire temple is located in one of the two

Sassanid cities, which were identified in the
region in 2005.

Javery said that the cities, which are almost
intact, are buried under the sands.

Upcoming studies on the cities could shed
light on the transition from the Sassanid era
to the Islamic period and urbanism during the
early Islamic eras in the region, he stated.

The Vigol region is located at a distance of
about seven kilometers northeast of the city of
Kashan in Isfahan Province.
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Like many other Persians now
living in the United States, Dr.
Niaz Kasravi left Persia a few
years after the Revolution of ¢79.
As a young girl growing up in Per-
sia, she found it difficult to come to
terms with the limitations imposed
upon her as both a girl, and a non-
Muslim. She remembers running
home from school in tears, as she
was told by her teacher that de-

standing, she pursued an education
focusing on sociology of law, and
law and inequality at the Univer-
sity of California, Irvine. In 1999,
after completing work on a Mas-
ter’s degree, a grant from the Na-
tional Science Foundation allowed
her to return to Persia alongside
2003 Nobel Peace Prize recipient
Shirin Ebadi. During this visit,
Niaz sought to re-examine her fa-

ternational USA and focused her
efforts on the preservation of hu-
man rights and civil liberties. Her
work addressed many issues that
are too often ignored, such as ra-
cial profiling, prison conditions,
as well as juveniles caught in the
criminal justice system. She has
since worked in a number of or-
ganizations focusing on social jus-
tice and human rights. Dr. Kasravi

fundamentally wrong with a sys-
tem of justice that despite exponen-
tial growth has not improved pub-
lic safety and is also riddled with
alarming racial and ethnic dispari-
ties and inequities. For Niaz, the
most heartbreaking part is that the
broken system devastates human
lives, families and communities.

Niaz believes that the heart of the
problem lies in our frequent unwill-

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

@%m E’/zgﬁl 7% E’ﬂﬂm

By Roya Waltman

.
.
800 000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000 .

nial of the Muslim religion would
send her and her family to hell.
Her school also forced her and
the other young girls to subscrihe
to an oppressive and conserva-
tive gender role. Though she was
a very social person and always
surrounded by friends and family,
as a Zoroastrian girl, Niaz found
herself segregated, marginalized
and constrained by the new post-
Revolution social norms. Despite
being confused about her identity
and social role, she loved Persia as
a young girl as she still does today.
But when the Persia/lraq war be-
gan to worsen, Niaz and her fam-
ily migrated to the United States in
search of safety, opportunity, and a
more embracing society.

As is the case for most immi-
grants, life in America was bitter-
sweet. The United States provided
Niaz with opportunity, freedom,
and all the luxuries of life. How-
ever, cultural and language barri-
ers, along with the association to
the Revolution and Persian hos-
tage crisis, made it difficult for
many Persian immigrants to live
as average ‘“Americans.” Every
immigrant eventually learns to cre-
ate a stable identity and carve out
a space and a life for themselves
in the diaspora, and so did Niaz.
Though, for Niaz, these challenges
helped her develop a unique per-
spective on society.

Niaz’s experiences throughout
her childhood in Persia, and her
adolescence in the States, led her
to question matters of religion,
gender, equality and social justice
ata young age. In search of under-

miliar childhood concerns through
the prism of human rights reform.
Her personal experiences, her pas-
sion for justice, and her quest for
change ultimately paved her path
to honorable scholarly accomplish-
ments and a Ph.D. in Criminology,
Law & Society, from U.C. Irvine’s
renowned School of Social Ecol-
ogy in 2001.

Dr. Kasravi attributes much of
her successes to her Zoroastrian
faith, the ideology that guides her
mind and heart to live a life of
good thoughts, good words, and
good deeds. Niaz explains that the
Zoroastrian belief is advanced in
its ability to adapt to the dynamic
world in which we thrive. Rather
than prescribing a stagnant and
specific code of conduct to its be-
lievers, the Zoroastrian philosophy
remains malleable enough to adapt
to modernization and to apply to
our evolutionary social structure.
What allows for this durability and
strength is indeed the principle of
free will and freedom to choose
what is right over what is wrong
using one’s good mind. This phi-
losophy is a source of strength that
has equipped Dr. Kasravi with the
perseverance to transcend personal
hardship and the passion to stand
up for the rights of others.

Today, Niaz dedicates herself to
giving other individuals a similar
chance at overcoming challenge
and misfortune. She declares it
morally wrong to deprive people
of this opportunity for individual
growth. She formerly worked to
help build the Domestic Human
Rights Program of Amnesty In-

currently serves as the NAACP’s
Senior Manager for Law Enforce-
ment Accountability. When asked
for a critical assessment of her
field of work, she characterized the
criminal justice system as “largely
broken, and ineffective as it does
not allow for proper rehabilitation
or opportunity.”

Her frustrations stem from the
fact that our system is built to
fail. With over 2.3 million people
behind bars, over 90% will once
again be let out into society. As it
stands, those completing punish-
ment and released from incarcera-
tion are largely denied any chance
at redeeming themselves and over-
coming their past. They are not
provided the opportunity to learn
or adapt to functional lifestyles
prior to their release. Tragically,
most return to society more hard-
ened than when they went in. Niaz
recognizes that although there are
some crimes that are simply unfor-
givable, and although people who
break our laws must serve their
due punishment, a system that does
nothing to help people overcome
the challenges which led them to
commit crimes ultimately achieves
more harm than good.

She notes a lack of sufficient
concern for the majority of those
in prison and jails, as they are sys-
tematically denied any chance at
self-redemption. Today, the United
States is 5% of the world’s popula-
tion - but 25% of its prisoners, and
spends over $70 billion a year to
incarcerate people. Our ‘tough on
crime’ approach has left us none
the safer. Irrefutably, something is

ingness to sense humanity within
others. Niaz’s experiences and her
personal struggle as a Zoroastrian
woman have given her a unique
worldview. With reluctance, Dr.
Kasravi admits that most individu-

als predominately live self-cen-
tered lifestyles and remain largely
indifferent to the crucial aspects of
social justice. Yet, she continues
to dedicate herself to defending
the rights of others and has faith
that the collective efforts of soci-
ety can produce necessary change.
Niaz concludes, “I will continue to
share my knowledge and experi-
ence, because I truly believe that
people have the ability to be good,
to become better and to evolve. A
big part of that lies in learning to
be more compassionate with other
human beings...even the ones who
have violated our laws.”
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Editor s note

By Roya Waltman

The changing Iranian regime has caused many Persian
minorities to leave their homes in search of a better life.
Although Iranian immigration began over 30 years ago,
the movement has managed to maintain itself over time.
Throughout the last decade, Americans have witnessed
an influx of Iranian immigration to the United States.

After spending over 2,000 years in their beautiful
homeland, many members of the Zoroastrian communi-
ty have reluctantly sacrificed comfort and familiarity as
resilience and hope has led many to the U.S. Notably, in
Iran, the minority status of a Zoroastrian caused for co-
hesion amongst members of the Zoroastrian community.
Zoroastrians successfully preserved and expanded their
culture and belief system despite opposing public opin-
ions. However, the move to U.S. has placed many Zo-
roastrians immigrants in the midst of a diverse, cultural
melting pot.

Throughout the U.S., Americans subscribe to a pleth-
ora of beliefs systems and live their lives according to
various traditional and cultural practices. Here, Persian
minorities strangely find themselves making up the
majority, as most American citizens identify as minority
immigrants. Commonly, immigrant cultures adapt to the
U.S. by diluting their culture and beliefs. Irrefutably,
if we too succumb to dilution, our culture will soon be
lost.

In order to challenge this norm we must focus our

attention on our youth. The preservation of our culture
lies in the hands of our children. While it is difficult to
maintain unity, the Zoroastrian community must assimi-
late while preserving cultural values within our children.
The younger generation will always be presented with
temptations and influences inherent in society. Hence,
Zoroastrian immigrants have a great responsibility to
properly guide their children. It is only through our sus-
tained efforts that we will be able to pass down a Zoro-
astrian community for generations to come.
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Ahura Mazda |Wise Lord| is the Zarathushtrian God.
Zarathushtrians believe in Good Thoughts, Good Words and Good Deeds.
Asho Zarathushtra Spitaman is our prophet and teacher.

The Zarathushtrian sacred text is called the Avesta, The five Gathas in the Avesta are the very divinely
inspired words of Asho Zarathushtra, the holiest of the holies. The Zarathushtrian religion is the oldest
manotheistic religion in the world, dating back to the fourth millennium, According to Zarathushtra
there is only one God. True Zoroastrians follow the path of Asha |Righteousness|. Our religion teaches us
to respect these four elements; Water, Fire, Air and Earth, Zarathushira says that the divine is present
within each one of us and in all things, This divine flame should not be contaminated, but sustained by
good thoughts, zood words and good deeds. In the Avestan text Yasna 17.11, Zarathushira expresses his
beautiful thought by speaking of the fire in all things, the fire within each one of us. If the divine is present
in all of us, then one must accept that Humans are divine. In fact all beings with life are a divine creation
of the creator, Zarathushtra is the first person to advocate freedom of choice; in the Gathas it is stated that
Ahura Mazda made us such. This is why Zarathushtra is known to be the father of free will.

*Lovoastrianism is the oldest of the revealed world religions, and it has probably had more influence on
mankind, directly and indirectly, than any other single faith.’- Mary Boyce, Zoroastrians: Their Religious
Beliels and Practices (London: Routledge and Kegan Paul, 1979, p. 1)
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