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Ahura Mazda [Wise Lord] is the Zarathushtrian God.
Zarathushtrians believe in Good Thoughts, Good Words and Good Deeds.
Asho Zarathushtra Spitaman is our prophet and teacher.

The Zarathushtrian sacred text is called the Avesta. The five Gathas in the Avesta are the very divinely
inspired words of Asho Zarathushtra, the holiest of the holies. The Zarathushtrian religion is the oldest
monotheistic religion in the world, dating back to the fourth millennium. According to Zarathushtra
there is only one God. True Zoroastrians follow the path of Asha [Righteousness]. Our religion teaches us
to respect these four elements; Water, Fire, Air and Earth. Zarathushtra says that the divine is present
within each one of us and in all things. This divine flame should not be contaminated, but sustained by
good thoughts, good words and good deeds. In the Avestan text Yasna 17.11, Zarathushtra expresses his
beautiful thought by speaking of the fire in all things, the fire within each one of us. If the divine is present
in all of us, then one must accept that Humans are divine. In fact all beings with life are a divine creation
of the creator. Zarathushtra is the first person to advocate freedom of choice; in the Gathas it is stated that
Ahura Mazda made us such. This is why Zarathushtra is known to be the father of free will.

‘Zoroastrianism is the oldest of the revealed world religions, and it has probably had more influence on
mankind, directly and indirectly, than any other single faith.’- Mary Boyce, Zoroastrians: Their Religious
Beliefs and Practices (London: Routledge and Kegan Paul, 1979, p. 1)

‘Zoroaster was thus the first to teach the doctrines of an individual judgment, Heaven and Hell, the future
resurrection of the body, the general Last Judgment, and life everlasting for the reunited soul and body.
These doctrines were to become familiar articles of faith to much of mankind, through borrowing by Ju-
daism, Christianity and Islam; yet it is in Zoroastrianism itself that they have their fullest logical coher-
ence.’ - Mary Boyce, Op. Cit. (p. 29)
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Editor’s Note

By Mehrdad Mondegari

For many centuries our homeland has been under attack by our enemies. The enemies
of our mother land have had one intention in mind: destroying our culture. These un-
wise people have come from all directions; east, west, north and south.

The enemies of our culture and holy land still exist today, and they are still attempting
to destroy everything which is Persian . These wrongful groups with their destructive
behavior are determined to destroy our glorious past.

A short time ago | came across an issue of a famous Western publication. The United
Arab Emirates had placed advertisements in over one-third of the publication. The
advertisements were attempting to attract investors to invest in the U.A.E. The pub-
lication also included some interviews with the leaders of these nations. The leaders
asked the Western nations to come and invest in their country.

The interesting thing was that in this publication they referred to the Persian Gulf as ‘the
Gulf’. Not long after, | came across a similar usage in the BBC News Middle East sec-
tion. They used the words Arabian Gulf instead of the correct expression Persian Gulf.
So I contacted the BBC editorial team and informed them of what had taken place.
The next day I received a letter from BBC News stating that Arabs like to use the
name Arabian Gulf, for the same reasons Iranians like to use the word Persian Gulf.
So, I wonder who is controlling whom? The British are not hard up for money; yet, it
seems anything is for sale. The BBC and the publication will accept a false account of
history if it means advertising revenue. Therefore they lack intellectual integrity and
are willing to falsify historical facts for money. Instead of giving priority to what is
right, they have given priority to what makes money even though the facts are wrong.
Where is Sherlock Holmes when we need him?

These Arabian leaders are investing their oil money, lobbying to destroy anything
that is Persian. Recently these people have tried to claim ownership of three Iranian
islands in the Persian Gulf.

The name Persian Gulf is confirmed by the United Nations. It was named by Darius
the Great (King of Persia) before Arabs even lived in the area. Iranians are very famil-
iar with these types of attacks. And they have never sat idle against them.

We must know that the concept of freedom existed amongst Iranians before any other
nation, and this is one of the reasons why Iran is eternal. Let it be known that the Per-
sian will never surrender to wrongful people.

Special Thanks to our Sponsor

DFAVAVKHOSRAVIANI

For her generous donation
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Parisa Khosravi

Parisa Khosravi is senior vice president of interna-
tional newsgathering for CNN Worldwide. Based
in CNN’s world headquarters in Atlanta, Khosravi
reports to Tony Maddox, executive vice president
and managing director of CNN International.
Appointed to this position in July 2007, Khos-
ravi is responsible for CNN’s entire international
newsgathering operation that includes more than
60 correspondents, 30 bureaus and the Atlanta-
based international assignment desk. She ensures
that international newsgathering is integrated into
the day-to-day news operations of CNN World-
wide with editorial, operation and administrative
oversight.

Previously Khosravi served as vice president of
international newsgathering, overseeing all staff
deployment for CNN’s international correspondents as
well as the execution of planned and breaking news events
for all of CNN’s news services.

w In her 20 years with CNN, Khosravi has led CNN’s cover-
« age of the most significant international stories of the past
two decades: the death of Pope John Paul 11, the Asian Tsu-
nami, both Gulf Wars, the fall of the Berlin Wall, the collapse of Communism in Eastern
Europe, the genocide in Rwanda, the on-going humanitarian crisis in Darfur, earthquakes
in Iran and Turkey, the Israeli and Palestinian conflict, Tiananmen Square, the war in the
Balkans, the end of Apartheid, the Concorde air crash, and the international reaction to
the September 11, 2001 attacks.
Khosravi’s work has brought her recognition and many prestigious awards with her col-
leagues including: the Peabody Award in 2005 for CNN’s coverage of Hurricane Katrina
and its aftermath, the duPont Award in 2005 for coverage of the tsunami disaster in
South Asia, the Peabody Award in 1992 for CNN’s coverage of the attempted 1991 coup
d’etat in the Soviet Union, the Golden Cable ACE Award in 1993 for CNN’s coverage
of the Gulf War, an Emmy Award and a Sigma Delta Chi Award in 1993 for CNN’s 1992
Somalia coverage, a 1994 duPont Award for CNN’s coverage of Bosnia, and the Over-
seas Press Club and duPont awards in 1995 for Crisis in Russia: CNN’s Coverage of the
Moscow Uprising, the Edward R. Murrow Award in 2001 for CNN’s coverage of Sierra
Leone, a CINE Award in 2003 for War in Iraq: Road to Baghdad, an Overseas Press Club
Award in 2002 for CNN’s post 9-11 coverage and again in 2004 for Anatomy of a Raid.
Khosravi joined CNN as a video journalist in 1987. She earned a bachelor’s degree in
broadcast journalism from Columbia College in Chicago and studied French at the Uni-
versité de Sorbonne in Paris. She is fluent in Farsi.

[ranian sets record
world’s youngest professor

Alia Sabur, a 19-year-old Iranian Ameri-
can, has been declared the youngest
professor in history by the Guinness
Book of World Records. Alia broke the
1717 record set by a student of physi-
cist Isaac Newton, Colin Maclaurin,
who was 19 years and seven months old.

for

Born on 22 February, 1989, she has
been setting records and making history
throughout her young career; starting with
reading at eight months. Her IQ was soon
determined off the charts. She received a
black belt in Tae Kwon Do at the age of
nine.

She went from fourth grade to college, earning a BS in Applied Mathematics summa
cum laude from Stony Brook University, New York, at age 14, the youngest female in
American history. She then earned an MS and PhD in Materials Science and Engineering
from Drexel University, Philadelphia. In 2007, she took a temporary position at Southern
University, New Orleans, after Hurricane Katrina.

Alia is the youngest person ever to receive fellowships and awards from the US Depart-
ment of Defence, NASA and the US National Science Foundation.

She was 18 when she was hired as a professor at the Department of Advanced Technol-
ogy Fusion at Konkuk University in Seoul, Korea.

In February, the Guinness Book of World Records named her the World’s Youngest Pro-
fessor. ‘It’s really a great honor to be in the company of such great scientists,” Alia said.

Sources: MSNBC, Wikipedia

Women’s rights in ancient Persia

Zoroastrian texts such as the Avesta clearly define the status of Persian women and reveal
that, at a time when many women in the world were deprived of their basic rights, Per-
sian women enjoyed social and legal freedom and were treated with great respect.
Avestan texts mention both genders, asking them to share responsibility and make deci-
sions together. They are equally praised for their good deeds rather than their gender,
wealth or power.

‘Whoever, man or woman, does what Thou, O Ahura Mazda,

knowest to be the best in Life.

Whoever does right for the sake of Right;

: Whoever in authority governs with the
? aid of the Good Mind,

I shall bring all these to join in songs of
Thy Praise,

Forth, shall I with them cross the Bridge
of Judgement.’

In ancient Persia, women could take the
throne, in cases when the king passed
away and the crown prince was still a mi-
nor. One such woman was Pourandokt,
the first Persian queen regnant in Ctesi-
phon. Ancient scriptures describe her as
a wise, just and good-natured woman who did her best to revive the Sassanian sover-
eignty.

Avestan texts address the issue of leadership and tell us that a ruler may be a woman as
well as a man. “‘May a good ruler, man or woman, reign in both the material and spiritual
existences’ (Yasna 41/2).

Zoroastrian texts advise parents to encourage their offspring to tread the path of knowl-
edge, and explain that women have an equal responsibility in the dissemination of knowl-
edge and science. ‘“Whatever a man or a woman knows that is good and right, not only
should they practice, but inform others to perform accordingly’ (Yasna 41/2).
According to Zoroastrian texts, female members of Persian society were allowed to par-
ticipate in religious ceremonies and sometimes even head the event as the priest. Per-
sian women were free to choose their spouse, and Zoroaster urged them to make their
decision based on wisdom. ‘May God grant you him who is steadfast in good mind and
united with righteousness and with the Wise One. Therefore consult with your wisdom
and decide in full tranquility’ (Yasna 53/3).

Regarding young couples, Zarathustra advised them to remain faithful, to share their joy
and sorrow, to adhere to the principles of good mind and love, and to try to surpass one
another in truth and righteousness.

Reference has been made to the role of Persian women in society. According to Greek
historian and biographer Plutarch, Persian women were active members of their society
and good fighters. There were numerous female fighters among the ranks of the Sassa-
nian army. They have been described as
excellent and competent soldiers.
According to Pahlavi texts such as the
Din-Kard, women could manage their
property, represent their husbands at
court, chair courtrooms, perform re-
ligious ceremonies and dress as they
wished. Ancient documents found at
Persepolis, Susa and other Mesopota-
mian cities show that both noble and
common women enjoyed economic in-
dependence in Persia. They owned prop-
erty, were involved in managing their
assets, had employment opportunities and earned equal wages to men. Women were
allowed to visit their estates and administer their assets individually or with the help of
their husbands.

Ancient documents mention common women by the title bestowed upon them due to
the nature of their work; the level of skill determined a female manager’s title. The high-
est-ranking female workers managed female and male workers, and received the highest
salary among their peers. Historical documents also show that male and female workers
received equal pay and that there were an equal number of workers from both genders.

1

Source: Tamara Ebrahimpour, Press TV
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The First Iranian American

Mirza Mohammad Ali, better known as Hajj Sayyah (meaning the traveler), was born

in 1836 in the town of Mahallat in
Iran. His studies exposed him at a
young age to modern and democratic
ideas that were at the time spreading
throughout parts of the world. The
stark difference he observed between
the treatment suffered by most Irani-
ans under their autocratic rulers and
the ideas he studied inspired him to
see the rest of the world.

At the age of 23, Hajj Sayyah em-
barked on a remarkable journey
around the globe that would last for
nearly 18 years. He began his trav-
els by wandering throughout Central
Asia and Europe for more than six
years. Often he traveled alone and in
poverty.

The motivation for Hajj Sayyah’s
travels was his thirst for knowledge
and spiritual strength. He wanted to
learn as much as he could about the
world and how other people lived,
in order to bring those ideas back to

Iran. As a result of his observations
throughout his travels, he concluded that human beings are supposed to live in reason-
ably humane societies and enjoy basic human rights.

Hajj Sayyah came to the United States through New York. During his ten year stay in
the U.S., he met with many prominent personalities such as President Ulysses Grant on
more than one occasion. His travels across the United States eventually took him to San
Francisco where he spent several months.

Upon returning to Iran in July 1877, Hajj Sayyah became politically active and was
imprisoned for having instigated a clandestine letter-writing campaign to the monarch
and clergy regarding the unbearable living conditions in Iran. After his release, fearing
further persecution he sought the protection of the United States Legation in Tehran. This
move puzzled many Iranians who didn’t know why he felt the United States government
would protect him.

Hajj Sayyah went on to play a major role in the Constitutional Revolution of 1906 in
Iran, and remained active until his death in 1925 at the age of 89.

In the course of studying Hajj Sayyah’s life, Dr Ali Ferdowsi recently discovered through
State Department documents that Hajj Sayyah had become an American citizen on May
26, 1875, making him the first Iranian to become a U.S. citizen. This was a closely-held
secret that Hajj Sayyah had shared with only a few people.

Well over a century later, considering ourselves as first or second-generation Iranian
Americans, we are reminded by Hajj Sayyah’s story that the history of Iranian Americans
is indeed much longer.

Source: Public Affairs Alliance of Iranian Americans (PAAIA)

This article was made possible by the research efforts of Dr Ali Ferdowsi, the Chair of the Department of His-
tory and Political Science at Notre Dame de Namur University, to whom we are grateful.

Archeologists discover
a Parthian girl with her treasure

During a recent archeological salvage operation at Nakhl-e Ebrahimi village, a Parthian
site near the Strait of Hormuz in the Persian Gulf, Iranian archaeologists discovered a
crypt containing burial gifts and the body of an eight-year-old girl.

The crypt and its contents are estimated to date back 2,200 years. According to Abbas No-
rouzi, an archeologist working with the ICHTO, the Parthian girl was buried in the crypt,
placed in an embryonic position and with her were 18 gifts, including cut pendants and
decorative beads, all made of agate, as well as small pottery vessels and a number of jars.
In February, the team discovered a large fortress dating back to the Arsacid dynasty (248
BCE -224 CE). The excavations have been carried out to salvage possible ancient sites
before building developments totally engulf the region. The original Parthian name of
the coastal village is unknown.

(Source: CHN and CAIS)

Britain’s Wadham College will erect Ferdowsi’s statue

A statue of the Persian poet Ferdowsi will be erected at Wadham College Library at Ox-
ford University in the near future, announced Sir Neil Chalmers, the college warden.
The college also discussed holding art and cultural workshops and poetry nights at Ox-
ford University, in an effort to enrich courses on Persian language and literature. Sir
Neil also expressed his pleasure over boosting art and cultural relationships with Iranian
universities.

Possible existence of a Sassanian fire temple
in Sarab-e Mort

Archeologists working at the Sarab-Mort site in
Kermanshah province have unearthed a possi-
ble Sassanian fire temple, adjacent to a Parthian
manor house, according to a recent report by
the Iranian Students’ News Agency (ISNA).
‘During this year’s [archeological salvage] ex-
cavation, we have unearthed the religious sec-
tion of the structure. It consists of a Chahar-Taqi
(free-standing Zoroastrian fire temple), which
in fact was a private chapel,” said Yousef Moradi, director of the archeological salvage
operation team at Sarab-e Mort. The Parthian manor house consists of various sections:
official, administrative, ceremonial and religious.

Moradi stated: ‘We started our excavation in the Parthian manor house last year. Last
season we discovered the official, administrative and ceremonial quarters, and this year
the religious section. However, the residential quarter has been totally destroyed, and
there is no hope of finding the private chamber belonging to the lord of the manor.’

The private and residential sectors of the manor house were destroyed partly in 1980s,
during the Iran-Iraq war, and the remaining part was demolished in recent decades as the
result of dam construction activities.

According to Moradi, the manor house was built during the Parthian dynastic era (248
BCE - 224 CE) and was in use during the succeeding dynasty, the Sassanians (224-651
CE). Apparently the religious section was an annex. Further excavations at a lower level
will shed more light on its origin.

Iranian archeologists began their second and final season of archeological salvage op-
eration at the Sarab-Mort archeological site in February 2008, ahead of the site being
submerged once the newly built Dam becomes operational.

Discovery of plaster in the ceremonial hall indicates that the walls of this building were
most probably covered with stucco decorations which have been destroyed over time.
This manor house covered an area about 5,000 square meters.

Sarab-Mort is situated near a stream known under the same name, and located 3 kilome-
ters east of Gilangharb. The site consists of three archeological mounds (Tappeh).

Source: CAIS

Achaemenid-era city found in Balkh

Archeologists have excavated remnants of a 2,500-year-old city in the Sholgareh district
of northern Balkh province. Afghanistan.

Saleh Mohammad Khaliq, the chairman of
the regional information and cultural orga-
nization, said that the monument dates back
to the Achaemenid era, according to the state
Bakhtar News Agency.

Khaliq said, ‘A group of Afghan researchers,
co-sponsored by French archeologists, have
unearthed the historical city and the oldest fire
temple in the region, which belongs to Zoro-
astrians.’

The city, with a military fortress in the south, was encircled by a long wall. ‘The superior
part of the wall is made of mud bricks, each having a 40-centimeter length and 10-centi-
meter diameter, resting on stone in the inferior part,’ the official added.

The fortress was protected by tall cylinder-like towers and a stone fire temple, standing
in the middle of the town.

The legendary Zoroastrian Achaemenid Empire dominated most of the ancient world
during 559-330 BC. Some historians believe that the Zoroastrian dynasty was respon-
sible for creating the world’s first empire.

Source: Press TV
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1st read the "Did you know... article and then

Did you know... find the following words in the puzzle above:

The Good Religion of Zarathushtra, is, historically, the first and PO |yt h elsts M o) nothelstlc

foremost monotheistic (belief that there is only one God)
religion in the world? Behdin Noble
Zartosht Priests

A follower of the Good Religion is a Zarathurshtrian, .

@ Zarathushti, Zartoshti, Jarthosti, Zoroastrian, Mazdayasni, or Arya n M agl C
EHEE Religion God

Zarathushtra was born 3700 years ago? . .
To receive a prize, send your solved puzzle to:

AD
2600 W. Olive Ave

Burbank, CA 91505
Don’t forget to include your name, age and address.

Zarathushtra’s family belonged to an Indo-European people

@ Zarathushtra’s family raised cattle and horses? 7th floor

who called themselves Aryan, meaning “noble’? SEARCH WORD PUZZLE
X|Z|RINJO|Q|E|T|U| P W AIM
Before teachings of Zarathushtra, the Aryans were polytheists A D P C W S D H K N C R L
an((;cr:ﬂv:;;s?hip more than one God) and believed in superstitions B G O D L x E S G O M K C
O|S|L|B|R|C|G|O|S|B|E|R|I
At that time the Aryans were being exploited (take advantage A LY E|H KIA|T Q LIAX|T
of) by the greedy princes and priests? DIOITIHIEIVIPIR | EISITIS
S|ILIH|D|S|C|Z|A|R|K|O|L]|I
a The greedy priests put on a good show ot bloody sacritices, W R E I W Q X Z L H D O E
instant intoxicants (something that causes physical or
psychological intoxic(ation) . andg loud chants tpo T)Iease the gods RO | N/RIEIM/A|G | CINJH
a.nd repel (keep away) magic, and exploit (take advantage of) the K |_ S K X F K O H A V O T
simplepeople CIH[T[A]J][s|c[x[s[w[D[I]O
LIQ|S|H|R|T|E|P]A|C|J|G|N
Zarathushtra looked at the Aryan cult (religious group) with RIKI|E F LIZIOISI|IVIFIWI!I 9)
doubt at age seven?
E{J|A|[K|{PIA|IR|Y|A|N|R|L|M
W(S|IV|Q/RIH|D|P|Z|T|O|E|F
@ His.doubFs increased wherj: the priests could not satisfy him with K W D E S D X S O K F R Q
their dubious (unsure, hesitant) answers?

Righteousness exalteth the High Priest and maketh

Follow the “Did you know...."” Series in the next edition of the Zoroastrian Journal,

him as powerful as a king.

The above information was obtained from An Outline of the Good Religion of Zarathushtra
by Dr. Ali Akbar Jafarey.

Blessed are those who work not for themselves but
J/ kk for Ahura-Mazda for they shall attain divinity.

In righteousness lies real happiness, for it is God’s T o give to the poor is to acknowledge the
finest gift; happiness is his who is righteous for true sovereignty (power) of Ahura-Mazda.

righteousness sake. Yatha Ahu Vairyo Prayer

Ashem Vohu Prayer.
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Awash in emotion

By Arsalan Mohammad

As a child, Nargess Hashemi
played with her mother, sis-
ter and aunts in the confines
of the women’s quarter of
the family home in Tehran.
Today, while gender politics
remain at the forefront of
many contemporary Persian
artists’ agendas, Hashemi,
29, takes a rather more toler-
ant and thoughtful approach.
‘Well, yes, we were segre-
gated, but I did enjoy it. As
an artist, I created my own
life within all that segregation
and limitation — in a way, unlimiting my limitations, if you know what I mean.’
That hidden world in which the small girl sought freedom through her imagination is
evoked this month in her first solo show, the provocatively titled ‘Stories from the Bou-
doir’. In a series of paintings on display at the B21 Gallery in Dubai, Hashemi celebrates
the sequestered lives of traditional Iranian women that veer from moods of gentle nos-
talgia to outright emotional pain and anguish. For Hashemi, who has achieved an aston-
ishing level of emotional fluency and mastery of technique since graduating in fine art
from the Azad University in Tehran five years ago, it would appear that her time in the
spotlight has finally arrived.
In the acrylic paintings that make up ‘Stories from the Boudoir’, Hashemi recalls her
Tehran childhood of the mid-1980s with nostalgia. Through intricate impressionist
brushstrokes that arrange motifs into complex layers, she presents the atmosphere of
her childhood in a strict Zoroastrian family as being a happy one: safe, protected and a
period that she would choose to revisit later in life when in need of spiritual comfort and
mental calm. Speaking from Tehran through an interpreter, she explains how her child-
hood environment fundamentally affected her.

‘I remember the female members of the family would always gather together, all gossip-
ing and chit-chatting in a room, while the men would be in another room. It was quite a
segregated lifestyle, you could say. My childhood was mainly with that sort of lifestyle.
All the limitations that we had, these paintings really express that separate life that the
women have from the male members of the family.

“This segregation which was imposed on us was mainly imposed by the men, but it was
meant to support and defend us. I felt security. It was pleasant and a positive side to life.
There were lots of people who are involved in this lifestyle, who don’t see it as being
negative at all. The men weren’t aggressive in making it this way, it was just all meaning
to shield the female members of the family from the negative things happening through-
out the community, outside the house.’

‘Stories from the Boudoir’ is showing at B21 Gallery until October 9, 2008; www.
b21gallery.com.

Source: extracted from a longer article in The National

Picture caption: Nargess Hashemi’s Khotoote Sabze Takhayol (The Green Lines of the Imagination)

Mallika Sarabhai plans to direct film

Well-known dancer Mallika Sarabhai plans to direct a film which will give an insight into
the life of women in the orthodox Syrian Christian family in Kerala. ‘The film is about
the many roles played by women in the Syrian Christian family,” Sarabhai told reporters.
It will be co-directed by Yadavan Chandran, son of well-known film director T.V. Chan-
dran and coordinator of visual communications at the Darpana Academy of Performing
Arts, which is run by Sarabhai along with her mother Mrinalini.

Sarabhai recently toured India in an original dance theater performance called ‘And Then
They Came to India’, celebrating a historic journey and a new beginning for the Parsi com-
munity. Of the different people who have migrated to India over the centuries, one group
that stands out for its industriousness and maintenance of its ethnic difference is the Parsis.
From before the birth of Zarathushtra, the dance theater traces the early Persians and
their myths, the birth of Zoroastrianism, the rise of Islam that led to their persecution,
and their final flight to India.

Sarabhai is also keen to set up an international university for art study and application,
with government or corporate assistance.

Considered the queen of classical dance, Mallika has floored audiences with her perfor-
mance as Draupadi and is also the recipient of the highest civilian award instituted by the
French government: the Legion of Art and Letters.

Source: The Hindu News

The beginnings and traditions of

Mehregan

There are many accounts as to the beginning of Mehregan. A few different versions are
listed below:

* Mehregan is a day of victory when angels helped Fereydoon and Kaveh become victo-
rious over Zahak. They imprisoned him in the Damavand Mountain where he died from
his wounds.

* Mehregan is the day God gave light to the world, which had previously been dark.

* On this day Mashya and Mashyaneh (a concept of Semitic Adam and Eve) were created.
* On this day the sun was created.

Among all Iranian festivities, the two most important feasts were considered to be
Nowruz and Mehregan.

During the time when the Avestan calendar was used, the year began in the cold season.
The Christian year, also starting in the cold season, follows the same concept as the
Avestan calendar.

Some scholars believe that the month of Mehr was the beginning month of the calendar
year during the Achaemenian era.

In some form or another, the feast day of Mehregan has been honored for many hundreds
of years in Iran. Mehr is also the time of harvest.

Mehr in Avestan is Mithra. In the modern Iranian language, it has become Mehr. Al-
though it can be slightly confusing, it should be remembered the word Mehr has been
used for a God, an angel, a symbol of the sun, as well as the seventh month of the Iranian
calendar.

When the Indo-Europeans lived together, Mithra was considered one of the great Gods of
that time. During the Achaemenian period, the name of the God Mithra was mentioned
many times on the stone carvings. The Achaemenian army always came behind a flag
depicting Mehr as the sun shining. Mehregan was celebrated in an extravagant style at
Persepolis.

The ancient Iranians thought Mehr was responsible for love and friendship, contracts and
covenants, and a representation for light. Later, Mehr was also considered as a symbol of
the sun. There again, Mehr was considered to be a God of heroism and warfare. Iranian
soldiers were strong believers and had songs for Mehr. With the expansion of the Achae-
menian Empire, the worship of Mehr was taken to other countries.

By the first century AD, Mitraism was a familiar religion in Rome and gradually spread
throughout Western Europe, as far as the shores of the Black Sea and the North Sea.
Archeological excavations throughout Europe and Iran’s neighboring countries have un-
covered the buried remains of many Mehr temples. Many very old churches of Europe
were built in the style of these temples.

Quite a number of Roman Emperors converted to Mitraism. One emperor, Julianus, be-
came a devoted follower of Mitra, and decided to go to Iran to visit the country of his
God. On route he was murdered. As he lay dying, he threw his blood towards the sun and
said, ‘This is my gift to you.’

There are still many rituals, traditions, beliefs and prayers of Mitra that have survived
the popularity of Christianity. Some of these can be found in the Christian religion, such
as the holy day, Sunday. This is a day that was named after the sun, ie Mehr. Some other
Christmas traditions are described in the section on the celebration of Yalda.

Long ago, Mehregan was celebrated with the same magnificence and pageantry as
Nowruz. It was customary for people to give their king, and each other, gifts. It was
common for people to give presents that they personally liked themselves! Rich people
usually gave gold and silver coins, heroes and warriors gave horses, while others gave
gifts according to their ability, even an apple. Those fortunate enough would help the
poor with gifts.

During the Mehregan celebrations, the king wore a fur robe and gave away all his sum-
mer clothes.

Many times, even today, when a child is born on Mehregan, the parents will name the
child with a name starting with Mehr such as MehrDokht or MehrDad or MehrBanu.
After the Mongul invasion, the feast celebration of Mehregan lost its popularity, but Zo-
roastrians of Yazd and Kerman continued to celebrate Mehregan in an extravagant way.

Celebrating Mehregan

For this celebration, the participants wear new clothes and set a decorative, colorful
table. The sides of the tablecloth are decorated with dry wild marjoram. The holy book
Avesta, a mirror and Sormeh Dan (an antimony cellar) are placed on the table, together
with rose water, sweets, flowers, vegetables and fruits, especially pomegranates and ap-
ples. A few silver coins and senjed seeds (fruit of the lotus tree) are placed in a dish of
pleasant-smelling wild marjoram water. Almonds and pistachios are also used.

At lunch time when the ceremony begins, everyone in the family stands in front of the
mirror to pray. Sherbet is drunk, and then as a good omen, antimony is rubbed around
their eyes. Handfuls of wild marjoram, senjed seeds and noghl (sugar plum) are thrown
over each other’s heads while they embrace one another.

Source: Nowruz and other festivities in Iran, by Farshid Eghbal and Sandra Mooney
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I am deathless, I am the eternal Lord,
For I have syreav[ the seed g( the Word

(Ferdowsi)

By Soudabeh Sadigh

In creating the epic masterpiece of the Shahnameh in 30 years,
Ferdowsi made his name eternal in the literature of Iran and the
whole world.

He devoted more than 30 years of his life to composing the
masterpiece of the Shahnameh, which is the most popu-
lar and influential of the Iranian national epics. The Shah-
nameh or the ‘Epic of Kings’ or ‘Book of Kings’, con-
sists of the translation of an even older Pahlavi (Middle
Persian) work. It is still one of the most popular books
among Persians, even after more than one thousand years.
In the Shahnameh the pre-Islamic history of old Persia before
the Arab conquest of the region is described through classic
tales. They start 7,000 years ago with the story of old Persian
Kings, and continue through the mystical and historical past of
Iran up until the Arab invasion in the seventh century.

An important fact about this book is that during the period that
Arabic language was allowed, Ferdowsi used only Persian. This
ample work, regarded by Persian speakers as a literary master-
piece, also reflects Iran’s history, its cultural values, its ancient
religion (Zoroastrianism), and its profound sense of nationhood.
As Ferdowsi himself say, ‘Persian language is revived by this
work.” Ferdowsi completed the Shahnameh at the time when
Iran’s national independence had been compromised. While
there are memorable heroes and heroines of the classical type
in this work, the real, ongoing hero is Iran itself.

The Shahnameh is a very popular book, not only among Iranians
but also among all Persian speakers in Afghanistan, Tajikistan,
parts of Central Asia, Pakistan, India and even some parts of Chi-
na. Itis also important to the remaining Zoroastrians in the world,
because it traces the beginning of Zoroastrianism to the defeat
of the last Sassanian Zoroastrian king by the invasion of Arabs.
Its reputation even goes far beyond the above-mentioned coun-
tries, and its popularity is not just limited to Persian speakers.
It has been translated into different languages, so far including
Russian and English. According to The Washington Post, the new
translation of the Shahnameh by Dick Davis has been greatly
welcomed by the readers of fiction stories in the United States.
Dick Davis is the greatest modern translator of Persian poetry,
who has turned the finest stories of Ferdowsi’s original into
an elegant combination of prose and verse for the first time in
English, in the most complete form, which gives readers the
chance to enjoy it in the same way that Iranian storytellers have
conveyed it in Persian for the past thousand years. Considering
that the Shahnameh’s sweet stories are not just appropriate for
adults, some pieces of its stories have also been translated into
simple language for children.

In creating the masterpiece of the Shahnameh, Ferdowsi is not
dead. Instead he is alive in the hearts of all Persian lovers, who
every year pay tribute to this great poem on commemorative
day, May 15.

May I be allowed

By Fereydon Moshiri

May I be allowed,
To behold the hue of that fresh blossom
As I stand at the base of this wall?

And, through this bloody, thorny fence,
This barbed wire,
May I drink a sip of spring water?

May I be allowed? Outside, in front of the door?
And to regain my strength,
Rest by this tree, may 1?

Or, must I pass through this road,

A stranger, now and always,

Swallow centuries of YOU MAY NOT,
Like a dagger piercing my patient throat?

In the shadowland of this vast cerulean tent,
It would have been fair,

If trees, land, water or sunshine,

Did not belong to anyone!

Or, better yet,

Belonged to all.

A world of friends, all familiar,

One big house, this globe, and its dwellers,
One family,

Bond by fibers of their souls!

Together, for one another,
With helpful hands,
Keeping pace.

In that fair world,

Green meadows have the horizon for border!
Flower gardens have walls of breeze!
With each blooming sprout,

The surging of light,

The rapture of love.

In every song,

The warmth of a caress,

The tune of compassion.

Gardeners? Smiles shine like lanterns,
Farmers? Chants soar to heavens!

We toil together.

Hearts, abundant with joy of living,
Faces, fresh as gardens of miniature roses,
Eyes, teeming with love!

We sow love like seeds in soil.

We compose poetry like buds on trees!
We, and everyone alike,

Full of music,

Free of bonds,

Emancipated,

Fortunate...

Love Song

By Forough Farokhzad

The night is painted by your dream

Your perfume fills my lungs to extreme
You are a feast for my eyes!

All shapes of woe you believe

As the body of earth is washed by rain
From my soul you cleanse all stain!

In my burning body you are a turning gyre
In the shade of my eyelashes you are a blazing fire.
To the suns you open the gate

To counteract dark doubt’s spate

With you there is nothing to fear

But the pain of joyful tear

This sad heart of mine and profuse light?
This din of life in the abyss of blight?

The glance in your eyes is my field

And with it my eyes are sealed

Before this I had no other image

Or I would not but you envisage

The pain of love is a dark pain

Going and demeaning oneself in vain
Learning against people with black sight
Defiling oneself with the filth of spite
Finding in caresses venom of wile
Finding villainy in friend’s smile

Like a star on wings decked with gold
You come from a land untold.

Within a world which on darkness does feed
With every step you take I proceed
Underneath my skin you go!

There like blood you flow

You are a shining sun that never dies

A sun that rises in Southern skies

You are fresher than first light

Fresher than spring, a luster sight

This is no longer me, this is no longer me
My life with my ego amounted to a null degree
In me your stir a great rhapsody

Your curves are an attire on my body

O how I crave to sprout

And my joy with sorrow shout

O how I wish to rise

And my eyes with tears baptize

This forlorn heart of mine and incense perfume?
The music of harp and lyre in a prayer room?
This void and these flights?

These songs and these silent nights?

Your glance is a wondrous lullaby
Cradling restless babes thereby

Your breath is a transcendental breeze
Washing off me tremors of unease
Finding in my morrows a place to sleep
Permeating my world deep and deep

In me the passion for poetry you inspire
Over my lays you cast instant fire

You kindled my passionate desire

Thus setting my poems afire.

.
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Love of Zoroastrians
for flowers and gardens

By Behram Deboo

It is believed that the origin of Persian gardens dates back as far as 4000 BCE. There
have been many books written on this subject. I do not claim to be an expert on it, but |
would like to share some important points instead of going into too many details.

Cyrus built the capital city called Parthagada, which later on was known as Parsagad or
Parsagadae in Greek, in the province of Pars. It meant ‘the garden of Pars’. It covered a
huge area with palaces, gardens and a temple. Cyrus died in battle in 530 or 529 BCE,
and it remained unfinished. When Daryushe Bozorg came to power, he built another
capital city known as Persepolis.

Gardening was considered a virtuous deed by the Persians, who believed in enhancing
the beauty of nature by blending the art of planting. Cyrus the Great planted trees and
worked in the garden. Persian gardeners, including royal families, nobles and others,
used precise geometric design to plant trees, flowers, fruits and other plants.

Xenophon, who was a Greek mercenary employed in the Persian army, talks about the
Persian orchards and was amazed to see the Persian king planting and maintaining his
own trees in his own gardens. This shows that the Persians believed in the dignity of labor.
The important fact is the gardens were not planted haphazardly but in a geometric design
for symmetry and to increase the esthetic value of the gardens. This leads us to believe
that Persian Zoroastrians had a good knowledge of geometry and geometrical patterns.
The intricate flower designs on Persian carpets indicate the influence of the arrangement
of flowers and other vital elements in Persian gardens.

Persian Zoroastrian gardens were so beautiful that the word paradise in English comes
from the Avestan noun pairidaeza which meant ‘surrounded gardens or parks’. In fact,
the idea of paradise, it is believed by some scholars, was introduced in the Christian
mythology of the Garden of Eden — paradise on earth. The Greek word for pairidaeza is
paradeisoi, the Latin word, paradisus, and the German word, paradies.

Sassanians, under the influence of Zoroastrianism, began to build gardens with ponds and
fountains. Persians used an irrigation system (qanat) to water their gardens and cool their
houses. Thus, Zoroastrians contributed a great deal to the art of gardening, created beauty
and harmony in nature, and established big parks like the national parks in this country.
Animals were introduced in big parks and were used for hunting by the royal families.
The Mongol king Babur carried the idea of Persian gardens to India and built a beautiful
garden in Agra. Unfortunately, it is now unkempt. When Shah Jehan built the Taj Mahal,
he also designed a Persian-style garden in the front of the building. Islamic gardens that
came after are the by-products of the Zoroastrian heritage of gardening.

Zoroastrians had such a great love for flowers that they assigned a different flower for each
day of the Zoroastrian month. The following list I have obtained from the book, The Reli-
gious Ceremonies of the Parsis, by the late Ervard Shams-Ul-Ulma Dr. Sir Jivanji Mody.

The following table is the language of flowers for the days of the month created by Persians:

2. Bahman
3. Ardibehesht

4. Shehrivar

5. Spendédmard

6. Khordad

7. Amerdad

8. Daepa-Adar

9. Adar or Azar
10. Aban or Avan
11. Khorshed (khur)
12. Mohor (Mah)
13. Tir

14. Gosh or Gush
15. Daepa-meher

16. Meher

17. Sroash

18. Rashna

19. Farvardin

20. Behram

21. Ram

22. Guad or Govad
23. Daepa-din

24. Din

26. Astad

27. Asman

28. Jamyad
29. Marespand
30. Aneran

25. Ashishvangh or Ard

Saman-i-safid
Merezan gosh
Shah-sparem
Faranj mashk
Susan

Chambé

Vadruz bui (Vadrang)
Azergun

Nilo-par (Nilufar)
Marv-i-sped
Ruges

Vanoash

Meren

Karad

Vanush

Kheri sorkh
Nistarun
Aoruz
Sisenbar
Kheri zerd
Vadrang-bui
Shambalit
Gul-i-sad varg

Hamak hamak Vahar (bahar)

Hamak Hom-i-safid
Nand nénu sparam
Kalkam

Artashirin

Haoma daté ai Hom

Pahlavi Pahlavi Probable equivalent names in
name name English
1. Ahura Mazda Murd Yasmin Jasmine with leaves like myrtle

Trefoil

Sweet marjorum

Basil-royal

A sweet basil. Mushk of Firangis
Lily

Fragrant jasmine?

Orange flower

The anemone of Marigold
Water-lily

Cat-thyme (French, Le Marum)
Rush or Leek

Flower of the Wan tree
Vine-flower (French, Fleur de vigne)
A flower of the species Plandanus
odoratissimus

Violet

Pepper grass

Narcissus

Cock’s comb

Water mint

Yellow Pepper grass

Mountain balm

Fenugreek

Rosa centi-folia

Buphthalmus

White Hoama

Bread-vegetable

Saffron, Croccus

A bitter plant

Haoma (Sanskrit, Soma)

Parsi priests even today use 24 flowers when they perform Jashan or Afringan ceremo-
nies for different occasions. Eight flowers are used for each Afringan, symbolizing two
existences, physical and spiritual. Three flowers represent the coming of the soul from
the spiritual world to the physical one with good thoughts, good words and good deeds,
and the other three signify the journey of the soul from the physical world to the spiritual
one, with the merits of good thoughts, good words and good deeds.

Thus, flowers are an important part of Zoroastrianism.

A short prayer of five virtues
in the spirit of Gathas

By Behram Deboo

This prayer reminds us and tells us what a person should be in this world, if they want
to spread goodness, happiness and joy to themselves and others, thus making it a joy-
ous place to live. That was the goal of Zarathushtra. Ahmi means I am. It applies to any
gender of any age. Thus, this prayer is of the universal nature.

. Panchanam ahmi, panchanam noit ahmi.

. Humatah& ahmi, dushmatah@ noit ahmi,

. Hukhtahé ahmi, duzukhtah@ noit ahmi.

. Hvarshtahé ahmi, duzvarshtahé noit ahmi.

. Sraoshah& ahmi,asrushtoish noit ahmi.

. Ashaono ahmi, dravato noit ahmi.

. Atchit ahmat yatha apem&m manivao anghat nivaitish.

~N N AW~

. Of five I am, of five I am not.

. Of good thoughts I am, of evil thoughts I am not.

. Of good words I am, of evil words I am not.

. Of good deeds I am, of evil deeds I am not.

. Of compliance to the listening of the inner voice I am, of non-compliance to the listen-
ing of the inner voice I am not.

6. Righteous I am, wicked I am not.

7. Consequently this struggle of two mentalities or spirits (good and evil) in this manner
will be existent up to the end (ie until the final renovation of the world takes place---Fre-
shokereti and righteousness will overcome unrighteousness). (Ys. 10-16)

D AW N =

The above prayer summarizes the total wisdom of the Zoroastrian religion in a simple
and lucid manner that can be understood by any person of any age.

7 N\
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If God had a party

By Ariyan Parvaresh

‘If God invited you to a party and said, “Everyone in the ballroom tonight, you will be
my special guest,” how would you then treat them when you arrived?’

When I read this verse from Hafez’s poem, I was puzzled, confused, and awe struck.
First of all, I had never imagined God having a party, let alone inviting guests. But as |
began to imagine such a scenario, I viewed the world as the ‘ballroom’ and God as ‘the
host’. I asked myself how would I treat a certain person if I knew that he/she would be
‘God’s special guest’?

Perhaps Hafez’s verse had a different connotation during his lifetime. Yet, relating it to
the present day, this verse can be connected to a perplexing issue that the world con-
stantly struggles with: religious tolerance.

It’s a touchy subject that consists of many complex issues and different groups, but most
importantly, it has been a problem that has existed for centuries. Many international con-
flicts have been based on issues of religion and continue to be unknown or unacknowl-
edged in parts of the world. The Holocaust, the Armenian genocide, the Arab-Israeli
conflict, Sunni-Shiite disputes and Catholic-Protestant conflict are only a few instances
of intolerance. However, we often witness religious intolerance in our own daily lives,
even if we live in the United States, Canada, or other countries that are considered to be
‘religiously tolerant’.

As people living ordinary lives, we often overlook the real issue — that religious tolerance
is important on every level, first starting with the individual and the small community,
and ultimately on a larger, international scale. There is a direct connection between reli-
gious intolerance on a personal level and on the world stage. Yet, no matter how minus-
cule, one does ultimately lead to the other.

As the world is quickly advancing and becoming globally connected, it is even more
crucial that humanity becomes more educated, patient and understanding of one another.
As new generations arrive, it is important that they become educated about instances of
religious intolerance internationally or even in their own communities.

Yet, they should also understand that continuing to carry hatred or prejudice no longer
makes them only the victims. It also makes them the ones doing the harm. The beauty of
Hafez’s poetry is his vision of an all-embracing ‘Beloved’ who sees beyond our religious
beliefs. Hafez continues to pour the light of his poetry and allows us to apply it to modern
times. Would Hitler have treated the Jews in the same way if he had known that they held
a special place with God? Would Arabs and Israelis continue their fighting if each knew
that the other was special to God?

Religious tolerance should become an actual goal for all communities, no matter how
big or how small. If every person would take a moment and answer the question Hafez
asks, maybe they would re-evaluate the level of their own personal tolerance. One thing
is clear: if everyone was God’s special guest, we would treat each other better, and others
would treat us better.

So imagine everyone is indeed ‘God’s special guest’ and that we spend this lifetime in
His ‘ballroom’. By doing so, humanity can only enhance its quality of life.

Quotes to remember

Tolerance... is the lowest form of human cooperation. It is the
drab, uncomfortable, halfway house between hate and charity.

-Robert I. Gannon
Religious tolerance is not religious indifference. Tolerance means

to value the right of another person to hold beliefs that you know
are absolutely wrong.

Anonymous

il

Traffic stop

By Tehran

Most people think that slavery ended with Abraham Lincoln in 1865. Well, like every-
thing else, slavery did not die. It merely evolved. Human trafficking is the recruitment,
transportation, harboring, or receiving of people for the purposes of slavery, forced labor,
and servitude.

The BCC reports ‘People trafficking has reached epidemic proportions over the past de-
cade, with a global annual market of about $50 billion.” Trafficking victims typically are
forced into slavery using coercion, deception, fraud, and sometimes outright abduction.
Threats, violence, and economic leverage such as debt bondage can often make a victim
seemingly consent to exploitation.

Women are at particularly high risk for human trafficking, for purposes of sweat shops
and prostitution. Criminals exploit a lack of economic opportunities, a promise of good
jobs, or opportunities for education, and then force the victims to become prostitutes.
Through ‘agents’ and brokers who arrange the travel and ‘job’ placements, the poor
women are escorted to their destinations and delivered to the employers.

When they reach their destinations, most of these women learn that they have been de-
ceived about the nature of the work they will do. Most have been lied to about the fi-
nancial arrangements and conditions of their employment, and they find themselves in
coercive or abusive situations from which escape is both difficult and dangerous. Most
of these women are young girls under the age of 18.

Hundreds of thousands of children from Asia, Africa, and South America are human
trafficked and sold into the global sex trade every year. Often they are kidnapped or or-
phaned, and sometimes they are actually sold by their own families.

Human trafficking, while denied, is even practiced in Iran, Afghanistan, Pakistan, and In-
dia. Young girls in poverty are kidnapped and sometimes even sold by their own families
and moved to Dubai and other Arab countries.

However the Third World is not the only offender. As depicted in the Academy Award-
winning movie Crash, the United States is also a participant. According to the State De-
partment, an estimated 60,000 to 100,000 men, women and children get trafficked across
the United States border each year. Approximately 70 percent are women and girls, and
up to 50 percent are minors.

The data also shows that the majority of slavery victims are trafficked into commercial
sexual exploitation. However, they do go on to say that ‘the alarming enslavement of
people for purposes of labor exploitation, often in their own countries, is a form of hu-
man trafficking that can be hard to track from afar’. For example in the small state of
Massachusetts alone, there were 550 documented cases of human trafficking in 2007.

Russia and China are the biggest exporters. The United States and Canada are merely
customers. Americans buy slave sweatshop products and even fly all over the world to
visit human trafficked brothels in places such as Thailand and Singapore.

The United States government has recognized human trafficking as slavery and therefore
a federal crime. They have taken a firm stand against it within US borders and even be-
yond. Title 18 of the United States Code, Section 1584 makes it a crime to force a person
to work against his or her will, whether the compulsion is affected by the use of force,
threat of force, threat of legal coercion or a climate of fear. Section 1581 also makes it
illegal to force a person to work for debt servitude.

Human trafficking, as it relates to involuntary servitude and slavery, is prohibited by
the 13th Amendment to the Constitution. Federal laws on human trafficking are strictly
enforced by the United States Department of Justice Civil Rights Division, Criminal Sec-
tion, and life sentences can be imposed.

As Zoroastrians, it is our duty to help fight injustices in the world. Basic Zoroastrian
principles have prohibited slavery since the dawn of the religion. Nearly 5,000 years ago
Zoroastrians created the world’s first Bill of Rights for all of mankind, proclaiming ideas
of ‘free will’ and basic rights of all humanity, causing Zoroastrian kings to free slaves
and right the wrongs of other peoples.

Today we still have the power to fight evil by writing to our local Congress representa-
tives asking for more actions against this ‘new’ slavery. The powerful images of blacks
with whips and chains have been replaced by those of overcrowded basements and little
girls being beaten. But rest assured the evil of slavery is still very much alive.




11 HISTORY & CULTURE

The Zoroastrian Journal - Fall 2008

Forget Harvard
one g‘ the world’s
best unofergmcfuate co[[eges is in Iran

Excerpt from an article by Afshin Molavi, Newsweek

Stanford University’s Electrical Engineering Department were startled when a group of
foreign students aced the notoriously difficult Ph.D. entrance exam, getting some of the
highest scores ever. That the whiz kids weren’t American wasn’t odd; students from Asia
and elsewhere excel in U.S. programs. The surprising thing, say Stanford administrators,
is that the majority came from one country and one school: Sharif University of Science
and Technology in Iran.

Stanford has become a favorite destination of Sharif grads. Bruce A. Wooley, a former
chair of the Electrical Engineering Department, has said that’s because Sharif now has
one of the best undergraduate electrical-engineering programs in the world. That’s no
small praise given its competition: MIT, Caltech and Stanford in the United States, Tsin-
ghua in China, and Cambridge in Britain.

Sharif’s reputation highlights how Iranian students are developing an international repu-
tation as science superstars. Stanford’s administrators aren’t the only ones to notice.
Universities across Canada and Australia, where visa restrictions are lower, report a big
boom in the Iranian recruits; Canada has seen its total number of Iranian students grow
240 percent since 1985, while Australian press reports point to a fivefold increase over
the past five years, to nearly 1,500.

Iranian students from Sharif and other top schools, such as the University of Tehran and
the Isfahan University of Technology, have also become major players in the interna-
tional Science Olympics, taking home trophies in physics, mathematics, chemistry and
robotics. As a testament to this newfound success, the Iranian city of Isfahan recently
hosted the International Physics Olympiad — an honor no other Middle Eastern country
has enjoyed. That’s because none of Iran’s neighbors can match the quality of its scholars.

Never far behind, Western tech companies have also started snatching them up. Silicon
Valley companies from Google to Yahoo now employ hundreds of Iranian grads, as do
research institutes throughout the West. Olympiad winners are especially attractive; ac-
cording to the Iranian press, up to 90 percent of them now leave the country for graduate
school or work abroad.

So what explains Iran’s record, and that of Sharif in particular? The country suffers from
many serious ills, such as chronic inflation, stagnant wages and an anemic private sec-
tor, thanks to poor economic management and a weak regulatory environment. Univer-

sity professors barely make
ends meet — the pay is so
bad some must even take
second jobs as taxi drivers
or petty traders. Interna-
tional sanctions also make
life difficult, delaying the
importation of scientific
equipment, for example,
and increasing isolation.
Until recently, Iranians
were banned from pub-
lishing in the journals of
the Institute for Electrical
and Electronics Engineers
(IEEE), the industry’s key
international professional
association. They also face
the indignity of often hav-
ing their visa applications
refused when they try to
attend conferences in the
West.

Yet Sharif and its ilk
continue to thrive.
Part of the explana-

tion, says Mohammad Mansouri, a Sharif grad (‘97) who’s now a professor in New
York, lies in the tendency of Iranian parents to push their kids into medicine or en-
gineering as opposed to other fields, like law. Sharif also has an extremely rigorous
selection process. Every year some 1.5 million Iranian high-school students take col-
lege-entrance exams. Of those, only about 10 percent make it to the prestigious state
schools, with the top one percent generally choosing science and finding their way
to top spots such as Sharif. ‘The selection process [gives] universities like Sharif the
smartest, most motivated and hardworking students’ in the country, Mansouri says.

Sharif also boasts an excellent faculty. The university was founded in 1965 by the shah,
who wanted to build a topnotch science and technology institute. The school was set up
under the guidance of MIT advisers, and many of the current faculty studied in the Unit-
ed States (during the shah’s era, Iranians made up the largest group of foreign students
at U.S. schools, according to the Institute of International Education). Another secret of
Sharif’s success is Iran’s high-school system, which places a premium on science and
exposes students to subjects Americans don’t encounter until college. This tradition of
advanced studies extends into undergraduate programs, with Mansouri and others saying
they were taught subjects in college that U.S. schools provide only to grad students.

Molavi has reported from Iran for The Washington Post and Reuters, and is the author
of The Soul of Iran.

Source: http://www.newsweek .com/id/151684

PHILOSOPHY

The existence of evil

By MN Dhalla, PhD, LittD

The existence of evil is the pivotal problem of the philosophy of life. The data upon
which all seekers after truth based their search were furnished by nature, and its work-
ings as they affected man, man himself in his relations to his fellowmen, and the hidden
forces controlling all activities.

Benevolent and bountiful nature feeds and shelters, delights and heartens, comforts and
consoles, enlivens and inspires man. Man has sung praises of its exquisite beauty and
wonderful fullness. He has paid homage to its majestic grandeur, and has worshipped it
for the boons granted from its inexhaustible riches.

In the midst of vast nature stands man, speaker among the speechless, thinker among
the thoughtless, sole possessor of reason, mighty in mind, reaching the remotest past
and future in thought, traversing heaven and earth at a flash of mind, wielder of power
over the length of the earth, the crown of creation. The glory of God, sublime in spirit,
noble generous, truthful, righteous, an angel in flesh, an earthy god.

But nature has its frightful freaks. When secure in her beneficence, man pursues his
round of life. But without a word or a gesture of warning, nature often assumes a ma-
levolent aspect, and with appalling suddenness, hurls him to destruction and death. Her

deadly convulsions spread instantancous desolation. Her earthquakes bury whole popu-
lations and their possessions. The gushing waters of her inundations carry human be-
ings and animals before them. Her volcanoes emit molten masses, liquid fire, to scorch
and burn precious lives, and devastate the accumulated wealth of industrious peoples.
She breeds loathsome diseases and plagues, blasts lives with leprosy and lunacy, small-
pox and fevers, and permits myriad maladies, the forerunners of agony, disablement and
death. Her wild beasts and venomous monsters batten insatiably on human life.

Often also she withholds from the earth, the prime essentials of living, food and water,
and wields the terrors of famine and starvation. In her malevolent mood, nature thus
becomes man’s formidable foe, which looses death to hold carnival upon earth. As
Schopenhauer says, she is ruthless, callous, and capricious.

Yet hostile though nature is at times, man has ever been a deadlier enemy to himself.
Man’s inhumanity to man is the root of human misery in the world; wavering between
extremes of his dual nature, human and bestial. When the beast triumphs in man, sup-
pressing his true humanity, the man-beast appears, a creature immeasurably worse than
the wildest beast of jungle. This tiny two legged animal, because he can think and
scheme with perverted reason, works a hundred times greater havoc than the catastro-
phes and cataclysms of nature.

When he acts the beast, man is a monster among creatures, vain, vile, vindictive, jeal-
ous, envious, vicious, cruel, and murderous; a brigand, a liar, a demon in flesh, an
carthly Satan.

Source: ‘Our Perfecting World’, Zarathushtra’s Way of Life, New York, Oxford Uni-
versity Press, 1930
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Polish President honors
Iranian Filmmaker

By Ryszard Antolak

Iranian film director Khosrow Sinai has been awarded
the prestigious Knights Cross of the Order of Merit of
the Polish Republic. At a ceremony this June in the Pol-
ish capital, the country’s president Lech Kaczynski be-
stowed the honor on the Iranian filmmaker, in recogni-
tion of his services to the Polish Nation, and in particular
for his documentary The Lost Requiem, made in 1982.
Also honored were five Iranian citizens of Polish descent,
survivors of the Polish Exodus living in Iran. They are: Fate-
meh Fazelishahir, Maria Bajdan, Fatemeh Wandeh Vashi, El-
eonora Barska and Helena Stelmach. Each was awarded the
Siberian Cross.

The Lost Requiem tells the story of the war-time arrival in
Iran of hundreds of thousands of Poles released from the So-
viet labor camps of Siberia. During the two months of April
and August 1942, ships crammed with emaciated men, wom-
en and children arrived daily at the Caspian port of Anzali.
Their condition was desperate.

Within weeks of their arrival, thousands had died from mal-
nutrition, malaria and typhus. The healthy young men were
evacuated immediately to Syria and Lebanon to aid the al-
lied forces against Hitler. The remainder (mostly women and
children) remained in Iranian refugee camps for up to three
years before being evacuated to camps in East Africa, New
Zealand and India. But a significant proportion decided to re-
main behind in Iran for good, and their stories are recounted

in Sinai’s documentary.

Such a ceremony in the Polish capital would have been unthinkable just 20 years ago.
Until as recently as 1989, it was forbidden to refer to the Polish Exodus in the Rus-
sian-dominated Polish media. In the West, things were scarcely better. The British and
US governments, who had secretly betrayed their ally Poland to the Soviets at the Teh-
ran Conference in 1943, continued to collude together for almost 50 years to cover up
(or obfuscate) knowledge of the events. Almost alone among international filmmakers,
Khosrow Sinai labored to bring the matter to the public domain.

It was an uphill struggle. Even today, the film is not on general release and is available
only on DVDs distributed privately.

The medal of the Order of Merit is a five-armed red and white cross emblazoned with a
Polish eagle and suspended from a dark blue ribbon.

Source: IranDokht

Iranian civilization awes Kiwis

The historical documentary film
Iran, Seven Faces of a Civilization
has drawn dozens of Kiwis to the
capital of Wellington. The film is
the Iranian documentary maker Far-
zin Rezaeian’s latest work, which
portrays the country’s 7,000-year-
old history, art, culture and archi-
tecture.

Iran, Seven Faces of a Civilization
was screened during a ceremony at
Wellington’s

Te Papa museum and at the Lincoln University. The director of the Te Papa Museum,
Seddon Bennington delivered a speech about Iran’s history and civilization, announcing
that the museum would hold exhibitions of ancient Persian artifacts.

Iran’s charge d’affaires (ad interim) in New Zealand, Ali Bager Nemati said that such
films and gatherings could promote peace, fellowship and dialogue.

Iran, Seven Faces of a Civilization is accompanied by a book of the same title, which
beautifully reconstructs major Persian monuments based on historical and archaeologi-
cal information.

Source: IMA

Gate of the Orient opens in Spain

An Iranian festival entitled ‘Iran-Persia,
the Gate of the Orient’ took place in the
Spanish city of Vitoria from 19 to 24 Au-
gust. The event was held by the Vitoria
municipality and co-sponsored by Iran’s
cultural attaché office in Spain, the Uni-
versity of the Basque Country, and other
Spanish organizations.

At the opening ceremony, the deputy
mayor of Vitoria, Juan Carlos Alonso, said that the event aimed to introduce the citizens
of Vitoria to Persian culture and civilization. He mentioned that several cultural festivals
from other places, including Mexico, China, Japan, Egypt and Rome, had been held in
the city previously, and this year’s edition was dedicated to Iran as one of the world’s
centers of culture and civilization.

‘The municipality has spent over €86,000 for the event, which indicates the importance
of holding such events,’ he claimed.

Iran’s cultural attaché in Spain, Seyyed Ahmadreza Khezri said during the ceremony that
Iran and Spain are two countries which are cradles of the world’s culture and civilization,
and their relationship dates back hundreds of years.

Although the two countries are involved in numerous economic activities, making Span-
ish people acquainted with Iranian commodities, they do not have much knowledge of
Iran’s cultural heritage or of its identity, he lamented.

Not only ordinary Spanish people, but also many Spanish academics, he added, consider
Iran an Arab country, and so they call Persian luminaries like Khayyam, Rhazes and
Ghazali Arab figures. In this way, they overlook the important role of Iran in developing
world civilization. He added that events such as this one help to present a true picture of
Iran for Spanish society and correct the stereotypes drawn by the western mass media.
‘Tranians bring a message of peace, friendship, equality and love for the whole world,’
he concluded.

During the gala, visitors learned about the religion, art, customs and cuisine of Iranians
from the time of the Persian Empire until contemporary era, through workshops, exhibi-
tions, poetry recitals, concerts, film festivals, seminars and concerts.

Source: Meher Agency

Samantha Tajik crowned
Miss Universe Canada

Samantha Tajik, 24, was born in Iran. At
the age of two, she moved to Canada and
grew up in Vancouver with her parents
and younger brother. She then moved
to Toronto, where she commenced her
modeling career.

One of Samantha’s attributes is that she
possesses great leadership skills. She has
been able to create many social events
in Toronto’s competitive entertainment
industry by managing and directing.
Being a young woman and entering
the difficult and demanding world of
business, Samantha has stood out as an
ambitious and fearless businesswoman.
Samantha identifies her duties as a
caring citizen and shows this through
helping out in her community. She has
encouraged others and relentlessly re-
minds them that you do not need to be
paid for volunteering because your work
is priceless. Helping out in her commu-
nity is not an obligation for Samantha, it’s a choice.

There are many reasons why Samantha has always dreamed of being part of Miss Uni-
verse and representing Canada. Being the representative of such a beautiful and welcom-
ing country would be an honorary experience that would never be forgotten.

Other contestants included Sahar Biniaz, who was born in India and grew up in Iran. She
won the first runner-up title. Sahra Khoshnavazi was among the top 20 contestants, while
Pauline Ranjbar tied for the title of Miss Congeniality.
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Childhood ‘toy’ revealed
as ancient Persian relic

An ancient gold cup mysteriously ac-
quired by a scrap metal dealer from the
English town of Taunton is expected to
fetch some £500,000 ($1 million) at auc-
tion, after languishing for years in a shoe
box under its current owner’s bed.
Owner John Webber says his grandfather
gave him the 5.5-inch-high (14-centi-
meter) mug to play with when he was a
child, back in 1945.

He assumed the golden cup, which
is decorated with the heads of two
women facing in opposite direc-
tions, their foreheads garlanded with two knotted snakes, was made from brass.
But he decided to get it valued when he was moving house last year and was told it was
actually a rare piece of ancient Iranian treasure, beaten out of a single sheet of gold hun-
dreds of years before the birth of Jesus Christ.

Experts said the method of manufacture and the composition of the gold was ‘consistent
with the Zoroastrian Achaemenid gold and gold smithing’ dating back to the third or
fourth century BC.

The Iranian Achaemenid empire, the first of the Iranian empires to rule over significant
portions of the world, was destroyed by Alexander the Great in 330 BC.

Auction house Duke’s in Dorchester, south-west England, will put the cup under the
hammer on June 5, with an estimate of £500,000.

Webber, 70, told The Guardian newspaper that his grandfather had a ‘good eye’ for antiques
and picked up “all sorts’ as he plied his trade in the town of Taunton in south-west England.
“Heaven knows where he got this, he never said,” he added, revealing that as a child, he
used the cup for target practice with his air gun.

Source: news.yahoo.com

Synchrotron light unveils oil in ancient paintings
from Bamiyan

The international community was in shock when, in 2001, the Taliban destroyed two
ancient colossal Buddha statues in the Afghan region of Bamiyan. Behind those statues
are caves decorated with precious paintings from fifth to ninth century CE.

The caves have suffered from Taliban destruction, as well as from a severe natural envi-
ronment, but today they have become the source
of a major discovery. Scientists have proved,
thanks to experiments performed at the European
Synchrotron Radiation Facility (ESRF), that the
paintings were made of oil, hundreds of years be-
fore the technique was ‘invented’ in Europe. Re-
sults were published recently in the peer-reviewed
Journal of Analytical Atomic Spectrometry.

In many European history and art books, oil
painting is said to have started in the 15th century
in Europe. But scientists from the National Research Institute for Cultural Properties in
Tokyo (Japan), the Centre of Research and Restoration of the French Museums (CNRS,
France), the Getty Conservation Institute (United States), and the ESRF have recent-
ly identified drying oils in some of the samples they studied from the Bamiyan caves.
Painted in the mid-seventh century CE, the murals show scenes with Buddhas in vermil-
ion robes sitting cross-legged amid palm leaves and mythical creatures. The scientists
discovered that 12 out of the 50 caves were painted with an oil painting technique, using
perhaps walnut and poppy seed drying oils.

A combination of synchrotron techniques such as infrared micro-spectroscopy, micro X-
ray fluorescence, micro X-ray absorption spectroscopy, or micro X-ray diffraction was
crucial for the outcome of the work.

‘On one hand,” Marine Cotte, a research scientist at CNRS and an ESRF scientific col-
laborator explains, ‘the paintings are arranged as superposition of multiple layers, which
can be very thin. The micrometric beam provided by synchrotron sources was hence
essential to analyze separately each of these layers.

‘On the other hand, these paintings are made with inorganic pigments mixed in organic
binders, so we needed different techniques to get the full picture.’

The results showed a high diversity of pigments as well as binders, and the scientists
identified original ingredients and alteration compounds. Apart from oil-based paint lay-
ers, some of the layers were made of natural resins, proteins, gums and, in some cases, a

resinous, varnish-like layer.

Protein-based material can indicate the use of
hide glue or egg. Within the various pigments, the
scientists found a high use of lead whites. These
lead carbonates have often been used, from an-
tiquity up to modern times, not only in paintings
but also in cosmetics as face whiteners.

“This is the earliest clear example of oil paintings
in the world,” explains Yoko Taniguchi, leader of
the team, ‘although drying oils were already used
by ancient Romans and Egyptians, but only as medicines and cosmetics.’

The paintings are probably the work of artists who traveled on the Silk Road, the ancient
trade route between China, across Central Asia’s desert to the West. However, there have
been very few studies about this region.

‘For political reasons, research on paintings in Central Asia is scarce,” says Taniguchi.
‘We were fortunate to get the opportunity from UNESCO to study these samples, as a
part of conservation project for the World Heritage site Bamiyan, and we hope that future
research may provide deeper understanding of the painting techniques along the Silk
Road and the Eurasian area.’

The results were presented in a scientific conference in Japan last January.

(Source: CAIS News)

Picture captions:

1. Researchers taking samples from the caves. (National Research Institute for Cultural Properties, Tokyo)

2. Scientists picking up samples from the Bamiyan caves. Cross-sections of the samples were analyzed using
synchrotron radiation. (National Research Institute for Cultural Properties, Tokyo, ESRF and Marine Cotte, J.
Anal. At. Spectrom., 2008, 23, DOI: 10.1039/b801358f)

3/4. Details of paintings in Bamiyan. (National Research Institute for Cultural Properties, Tokyo)

Di Scala’s Herodotus
translated into Persian

Iranian scholar Mohammad Bagqaii has recently completed a Persian translation of
Herodotus’ The Persian Wars, which was authored by the US scholar Spencer Di Scala.

Professor Di Scala, who is a lecturer in history at the University of Massachusetts Bos-
ton, has spent 12 years writing the book, which censures Herodotus’ The Histories. The
Persian version of the book will be released next week.

The Histories is a record of Herodotus’ inquiries into the origins of the Greco-Persian
Wars that occurred in 490 and 480-479 BCE.

‘Since a major part of the book is dedicated to the Greco-Persian Wars, it has constantly
been criticized by Iranian historians and scholars over time,” Baqaii told the Mehr News
Agency on Wednesday.

‘Prominent figures like Moshiruldoleh Pirnia, Ahmad Kasravi, and Hassan Tagizadeh have
also authored criticisms of it and have rejected Herodotus’ views in the book,” he added.
‘In his book, Di Scala confirms the views of the above-mentioned Iranian scholars by pro-
viding new evidence and reasoning, and also argues that all Herodotus’ remarks on Dari-
us the Great and Xerxes I are blatant lies and completely tendentious,’ Baqaii explained.
‘According to Di Scala, Herodotus should not be considered as “father of history”, but
he should be regarded as the father of liars,” he noted.

The Persian translation of The Persian Wars by Herodotus, which consists of nine chap-
ters, is published by the Yadavaran Publishing Company.

Source: Circle of Ancient Iranian Studies (CAIS)

Iranian signs with NBA
team

For the second time this offseason, the Memphis
Grizzlies went overseas to address their vacancy at
the center position. The Memphis Commercial Ap-
peal reported that the Grizzlies signed 7ft 2in Iranian
center Hamed Haddadi, just over a week after the
NBA cleared all the immigration hurdles and received government approval.

While terms of the deal were not disclosed, sources stated that he signed a multi-year
deal equivalent to that of a mid-first-round draft pick.

After joining his countrymen at the Rocky Mountain Revue Summer League, Haddadi
burst onto the scene when he became the only player to average a double-double (16.6
points, 11.2 rebounds, 2.6 blocks) during the Beijing Olympics.

Earlier in the offseason, Memphis signed Spanish center Marc Gasol, brother of former
Grizzlies star Pau Gasol.

Haddadi will become the first Iranian to play in the NBA after spending the 2007-08
season playing for Saba Battery in the Iranian Super League.

Source: Yahoo News
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Let the Game Begin!

By Tehran

2008 has become known as the Year of the Olympics. The temperature was scorching
hot as champions from all over the world converged on a tiny metropolis. Competitors
fought valiantly in search of gold. Men and women, blood and sweat, smiles and tears
have decorated this event for years and will for years to come. The opening ceremony
was unanimously declared magnificent, possibly the best ever. The spectators outdid
themselves, blaring in the stands at decibels louder than the ear can stand. Everyone
found a new favorite. Old rivalries were renewed as old enemies were made into new
friends. San Diego will never be the same again.

Wait!!! Did he say San Diego???

While the rest of the world’s eyes rested on Beijing, roughly 1,500 Zoroastrians were in
attendance in sunny San Diego this Fourth of July weekend. The reason: the 11th Zara-
thushti Games, more commonly known as the Z Olympics. With nearly 600 participants,
ranging in age from seven to 62, and with a male to female ratio of only 2:1, the 11th
Zarathushti Games was a complete and total success.

San Diego is a long road from the first Zarathushti Games, which took place in a Los
Angeles high school gym the summer of 1988, with less than 35 total participants. This
year’s Games, held at the beautiful University of San Diego campus, hosted 590 partici-
pants, 60 youths, 80 volunteers, 25 different events ranging from volleyball to track and
field, and amazing nightly gatherings with 1,200 people in attendance. With players from
17 different states and seven different countries we can officially say, “We have come
a LONG way.’ Special thanks to Bijan Khosraviani, whose dream for a community has
officially become a reality.

During the day, the heat and the competition were grueling. San Diego’s lovely weather
was no match for the sweat of the players. The palm trees offered no shade for the de-
feated. Temperatures actually went up higher indoors, especially at the volleyball nets
and the basketball courts, both incredibly competitive sports. There was no relief in the
waters as the swimmers took to their starting points and dove for a championship. The
pavement offered no compassion either, as the track and fielders ran over 20 miles of
events. Tennis matches were epic and even ping pong caused an uproar as paddles were
flying and balls were pounced. The nature of competition was very much alive.

At nights the players and the crowd alike took pleasure in the wonderful array of events
provided for them by the ZSC and San Diego host committee whose hard work, planning,
and dedication could not go unnoticed. Thursday night’s event brought a little ‘chill’ to the
games. Barbecue on the beach is a pastime anyone can appreciate. As the young ones ran,
the teenagers mingled, the older ones caught up, the elders told stories, and everyone ate.
The beach offered a sense of togetherness and ambience that only the Z Games can offer.
Friday night was the night before the play-offs. TIME TO PARTY! Everyone gathered
on USD’s promenade to wonderful food and a fiery display of fireworks. The true explo-
sion was the sounds of DJ AL who kept the party going to the wee hours of the morning.
Song after song, dance after dance, the promenade party was almost as tiring to the play-
ers as the games themselves.

Just when you thought it could not get any better, everyone came out looking their best
Saturday night at the luxurious Hilton’s Ballroom. Even security couldn’t have stopped
the excitement of Sandy taking the stage. Axis of Evil Comedian K-Von delivered some
laughs as the party resumed and was finished off by DJ AL. Shuttles took the reluctant
crowd back to campus as everyone prepared for the championship games.

With some of the most brilliant finishes in Z Games history, the finals were the most
exciting ever. With hard-fought blocks and volleys, Team Meigu captured the gold in
volleyball, followed by Mehr San Diego and Koolak. In basketball a new champion
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emerged in Team Los Angeles as they narrowly beat reigning champions Team Vesta,
followed by Brady Bunch. Kambiz Goshtasbi and Tina Kaviani bested for the gold in
male and female tennis. Jamshid Khodavandi and Sima Namiri went for the gold in the
male and female 1600 meter track. Kaveh Bastani and Taraneh Bastani gave Michael
Phelps a run for his money in the swimming events, as they walked away with two gold
medals apiece. Bahramjee Ghadially received gold for his efforts in ping pong.
The true triumph of gold goes to Mehraban Amanat and Simin Khodayari who both ran
record times for the gold in the 1000 meters race for the 50+. While many 20 year olds
could not complete the race, let alone receive their times, we must applaud their efforts,
showing you never get old, you just get wiser.
However the true story of the Z Games is the youth who participated. Receiving the
most cheers and support were the children under 14, who came out with the help of their
families to be active in this year’s Games.
Brady Bunch Jr., Atash, and Shahab placed first, second and third in youth basketball.
Neekta Mehrkhodavandi, Aundia Dianat, and Kamilia Nosrat were super fast as they
won medals for track youth girls 7-9. Autusa Behroozi, Keemia Kasravi, and Vista Fark-
hondeh ran like cheetahs, winning medals in track youth girls 10-11. Sarah Kasravi and
Hilda Kasravi medaled in track youth girls 12-14.
For the boys Bijan Rosen, Aurad Kamkar, and Shahab Banki were flying, medaling in
track youth boys 7-9. Khashayar Goshtasbi, Arash Goshtasbi, and Vespan Vafadari all
were amazing, medaling in track youth boys 10-11. Khodayar Goshtasbi, Pouyan Poures-
fandiari, and Darius Bhadha were superb in track youth boys 12-14. Even the swimmers
showed up as Bahman Engineer, Bijan Rosen, Darius Bhadha, and Alec Bahrampour
medaled in youth swim 25 and 50 meters.
For the girls Shadan Irani, Abrisham Khosravyani, and Ryeka Namiri all swam away
with medals in youth swim 25 and 50 meters. If the children are our future then our future
is looking very bright indeed. For more details, pictures, and medal information please
check the website www.zathletics.com.
We had many winners but not a single loser at this year’s 11th Zarathushti Games in San
Diego, including the spectators who won apple iPod prizes for answering history questions
correctly. But the biggest winner of all was YOU, the community members who came to
support our children, our families, and our friends. The Z Games as always is more about
commitmentthan competition; the commitmentto the future of our Zoroastrian community.
There are so many people to thank. We thank those who came from 17 states and seven
different countries to attend. We thank those who flew from Australia, Germany, the
United Kingdom, France, Canada, and Tajikistan to be with us. We thank those who do-

- - - = | nated time, effort,
and money for us
all to benefit in the
process. We thank
the San Diego host
committee for help-
ing put together
such a wonderful
event. We thank
ZSC president Niaz
Kasravi, vice presi-
dent Behnaz Dianat,
and all the members
of ZSC, without
whom this wouldn’t
' 4‘ % be possible. We

L = = thank FEZANA for

supporting us. Most importantly we thank you, the members of our community who
came or attempted to come to be a part of history in the making. By donating your time
to our community you have blessed us all with hope. As the Z Games grow so does our
community, encompassing a wide variety of people from a wide variety of countries, all
coming together as one, in Unity.
I look forward to seeing you all again very soon in September 2009 at the 6th Unity Cup
Soccer Tournament in California. I look forward to playing again in the 12th Zarathushti
Games of 2010 in Los Angeles. I look forward to being with you all every day. Thank you.




