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EDITOR'S NOTE

Recently | had the opportunity to attend a gold award ceremony. What in the world is a gold
award you may ask? It is the highest honor a girl scout can receive before graduating from high
school. Big deal, you may say, if you really don’t know what you have to do to get this award.
This particular event was held for the recipients of 3 cities, a total of 11 high school seniors.
These girls must first have hundreds of community service and leadership hours. Then they must
pick a project that some how addresses a need in the community and write an essay describing
their project, how it benefits that organization, how they will implement it and what skills they will
use to complete it. This must be submitted to the G.S. organization, followed by an interview.
The range of projects for this year’s recipients was from creating audio-books for the preschool
programs, to collecting used cellular phones and donating them to a women’s shelter, to raising
awareness about harmful chemicals in used batteries and creating an interactive science dis-
play which is currently at the Discovery Science Center in Santa Ana. | thought that these young
ladies had a lot of courage to stick to some thing that is unpopular at the high school level.

Girl scouting is not a “cool” activity when you are older, just ask any teenager. So they rarely
broadcast their noble activity and bravely continue their good deed. The end success for these
11 girls was that their characters shined. They were all accepted to prestigious universities with
impressively goal oriented majors at the mere age of 17. They will succeed in their future be-
cause they are not afraid of thinking different or doing some thing that may not be popular. They
are focused on doing the right thing.

This got me to thinking that Zarathushtra was sort a scout for his day too. God knows how much
community service he did; he wanted to improve the lives of those around him. His ideas and
discoveries were not popular for his time and he must have had quite a few rolls of the eyes from
his peers. He went against the grain and popular belief and had the courage to persevere. He
was not afraid of thinking or being different and was focused on showing people the right path.
May we all be a scout, to have the courage to do things not so popular in order to help mankind.
Uilotee,

(%‘l'l’lﬂl
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Rituals In The Gathas

I Photo by: Ardeshir Baghkhanian

By: Dr. A. Jafarey

Ahyaa yaasaa nemanghaa
ustaanazasto rafedhrahyaa
mainyeush Mazdaa pourvim spentahyaa
ashaa vispeng shyaothanaa
vangheush khratoom mananghaa
yaa khshneveeshaa gueush chaa urvaanem.

Mazda, Wise God, with a bow and upliffed
Ipray.Hm,‘I.;.l'(forﬂpporl
through the “progressive mentality.”
Then, | pray that | perform all my actions,
bmdmﬂnymm’wumd‘good
precisely according to the laws of righ-

teousness;
so that | please You and the living world.
(Opening stanza of the Gathas)

Prayer is an expression. It is either a request or grati-
tude. When a person or an animal needs something from

an elder, he makes a request. When granted, he thanks.
Animals have their own ways to request and thank. Hu-
mans have their own.

A major requirement in life is security. Lack of it
generates fear. Fear for life has been very instrumen-
tal in making requests and offering thanks and conse-
quently in shaping rituals. Going back to thousands of
years, we find the weakling of the primitive human be-
ing surrounded by hostile forces in shape of ferocious
animals and natural disasters. With his superior intel-
lect and acquired skills, he could save himself and his
kindred from animals. Natural disasters that he could
not understand made him imagine them to be the works
of unknown superior powers, who, he thought, would
listen to his entreaties and spare him the sequences. This
led him to gods. Gods were far superior then his par-
ents and elders. To them he ascribed his woes and weal.
He pleaded them to help him enjoy happiness, and also
thanked them for the good days he enjoyed his life.

His requests and thanks took certain forms. Further
elaborated, they became institutionalized into rituals. In
them, he was inspired by how he entreated his elders,
and how he offered them his gratitude. Elaboration war-
rants specialization. Thus the priestly class was born.
Human being loves beauty. Beautifying colors kept on
adding more color, consequently more intricacies to the
rituals. The elaborate Aryan rituals with burning and
smoking fire (Avesta Atar/Sanskrit Agni), the instant in-
toxicating Haoma/Soma juice, milk and water libations,
BARESMAN/BARHIS twigs or grass, animal sacrific-
es, food offerings, and invocational or devotional songs
addressed to favorite deities, speak for themselves.

Elaborate or intricate, ritualistic prayers gave elo-
quence to the tongue to communicate with, and wings
to thoughts to fly to contact higher beings. Prayers led
humans to God. He, in the sublimity of these prayers,
discovered that God is above requests and thanks. It is
man who needs to make the request and then feel over-
come by love and say: Thanks!

This was a new turn in prayers. A prayer just for
love’s sake. A prayer without requesting or thanking
a personal favor, a prayer just to communicate, just to
serve. The Gathic prayers are based on this principle.
They are, however, more than devotional prayers. They
act as the guide in life to the prayerful. They are both
prayers to a loving and beloved God and guiding prin-
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ciples to righteous men and women in their mental and
physical life.

Zarathushtra cleansed human mind of illusions and
superstitions and simplified the rituals to give them
both the meaning and the power they had lost in their
superfluity. Zarathushtra uses different words to ex-
press himself to his God. Yasna (veneration) , vahma
(esteem), namah (bow), sravah (chant), staota (praise),
yas (implore), zava (call, invoke), and gerez (cry) have
been used as nouns and verbs for some 60 times, all ad-
dressed to God.

PRAYER

In his rituals, he sings ever new songs to Mazda Ahura
(1). He bows and at the same time he lifts up his hands
(2). As against the old Indo-Iranian Zoatar/hotra priest,
who “invoked” gods by offering sacrifices through fire
and smoke, Zarathushtra, as a “straight INVOKER”,
pays his homage to “Ahura Mazda’s fire”. He offers his
thoughts on righteousness (3). Here the master-poet
Zarathushtra beautifully portrays that he is not the ritual-
ridden priest “zaotar,” (literally “invoker”) whose invo-
cation and offerings go up in smoke but a true invoker
whose invocation and offerings are simply subtle and
sublime. The divine fire is strong through righteousness
and its warmth gives one clear thinking and good mind
(4). The divine fire is, furthermore, bright and related to
the “progressive mentality” (5). All Gathic texts make
fire a center of mental concentration, a light for spiritual
meditation. It symbolizes light, warmth and energy for
clear thinking and better judgment. The Aryan priest
poured butter or fat in fire while presenting his invo-
cations (4zuiti/ahuti), but Zarathushtra unites his con-
science with good mind through his “aspirations and
invocations” (izhad cha azuitish chd) (6). While others
before his era offered animal and agricultural sacrifices
to their deities, he gives body, soul, and the first fruits of
his good mind to God, and dedicates his deeds, words,
attention, all the strength to righteousness (7).

His simple prayers, if at all termed as a ritual, are so
absorbing that they cannot be put into an elaborate cer-
emony that would divert one’s attention to making cer-
tain material preparations and performing some physical
movements. Fire, as already said, provides an object of
concentration. Also, other objects of nature, sun, moon,
stars, wind, water, and trees inspire him to break into
new songs in praise of the Wise One.

From Haptanghaiti, seven songs by his close com-
panions who survived him, we gather that the people
gathered in an enclosure and stood around the blazing
fire, or in day time, faced the sun only to praise God
alone (8). Incidentally, this is the first time we hear
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of AATHRE-VEREZENA, a fire enclosure, the proto-
type of the open altars of the Achaemenian times. This
supersedes the hearth fire invoked in Atash Nyaish, a
post-Gathic prayer. Fire-temples did not exist during
the Gathic period. They were adopted long after from
aborigines -- the Elamites, the neighboring Babylonians
and other orders that coexisted during the Achaemenian
period.

Therefore, the only prayer rituals mentioned in the
Gathas and other texts in the Gathic dialect, are that a
blazing fire was lighted within an enclosure, the prayer-
ful stood around it, sang songs from the Gathas to God
with bowed heads and uplifted hands. There was no priest
who led the laity, was more attentive to his ritual gadgets
than the prayers,
and there were
no lay persons
who were led or
had to sit silent,
wait and watch.
The Gathic was
a collective
prayer, a collec-
tive devotion, a
congregation in
which all par-
ticipated.

The prayer
mode is beauti-
fully attested
by some of the
bas-reliefs left
by the Medes
and the Per-
sians in the 6th
century BCE
and after. They
show a fire altar,
persons stand-
ing and praying

with  uplifted
hands. They have also the sun and the moon as symbols
of the divine light.

None of the texts in the Gathic dialect mention any
of the objects and implements, liquid or solid, or the ac-
tions essentially required in performing rituals (9). This
absolute lack of attention cannot be interpreted as ac-
cidental. Two terms, mada (intoxicant) and duraosha
(death repeller), used for the haoma drink in the Younger
Avesta, are found in a manner that shows complete re-
jection of the substance and as well as the cult connected
to it. Haoma stands condemned in the Gathas (10). The
priests who performed these elaborate and intricate cer-
emonies are all called Karapans, murmurers and moan-
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ers. Had there been an exception and had he and his
“house” belonged to a special priestly order, such as the
reported “Athravans”, he would have mentioned it and
would have praised them for their piety and purity. He
knows no priests other than the Karapans.

The Gathas and other texts in the Gathic dialect are
the only prayers specifically prescribed in the Younger
Avesta (11) No other prayer has been mentioned to be
included in a Gathic ritual, a sign that the Gathic texts
continued to be the only recital part of the institutional-
ized rituals long after Zarathushtra. Although we find an
innovation of conveniently dividing the day and night
into five “Gatha” times for chanting the five Gathas and
Haptanghaiti, neither the Gathas nor any other text, state
that the Gathic
prayers are to
be chanted only
in  ceremonial
prayers at spe-
cific times. On
the  contrary,
Nirangistan, the
Avestan book of
rituals, makes
it clear. Any
wise person
man, woman or
minor, who has
his or her girdle
girded, may
sing the Gathas
and Haptang-
haiti, whether
the entire text
or a line, while
walking, run-
ning, standing,
sitting,  lying
down, riding,
driving, or tying
the girdle at any
time of the day and night, provided one puts his or her
heart into it. The book recommends that if one hears a
person or persons singing the sublime songs, he or she
may join the chorus.

MEDITATION

The Gathas speak of the meditation that enlightens
ones mind and invigorates one body. The entire Song
8 (Yasna 43) is dedicated to meditating to realize self,
nature and God. It explicitly says: “I realized You, God
Wise, to be progressive when [ was encircled by [en-

S

lightenment] through good mind, and it showed that ‘si-
lent meditation’ is the best.”

This is the earliest mention of meditation in silence in
the Indo-Iranian lore and Song 8 proves that Zarathush-
tra is the first and foremost to meditate and get enlight-
ened.

The Gathas guide us to meaningful meditation that
would make a real difference in our thoughts, words and
deeds.

INITIATION

Fravarti (literally “The Choice™) is the declaration of
one’s choice of religion. It depicts the “initiation cer-
emonies” in which the adult initiates renounced their
previous beliefs and professions polytheism, supersti-
tions, sorcery, arbitrariness, robbery, and other “mental
and physical illnesses,” each for his or her self, and join
the Zarathushtrian Fellowship. It must have been quite
interesting to see persons of diverse beliefs and prac-
tices come to share with those present by telling them of
their past and how sorry they were for it, and how glad
they felt to give it up, only to choose the Good Religion
which “overthrows yokes, sheaths swords, promotes self
reliance and is righteous.” The main part of Fravarti,
which concerns the declaration of the choice of religion,
is also known as Astuye, meaning “appreciation”. It
is this initiation for adults that has been elaborated as
well as contracted into the modern “navjote” for minors
among Parsis. Among Iranian Zoroastrians the age does
not matter. (12)

MARRIAGE

Gatha Vahishta Ishti gives a glimpse of the marriage
of Pouruchista, the youngest daughter of Zarathushtra.
The girl was given the freedom to choose her partner.
She did it with the sole aim of serving the noble cause of
the Good Religion. Tradition says, it was Jamaspa, the
sage, who later succeeded Zarathushtra as the Teacher.
Zarathushtra found the opportunity to immortalize his
marriage sermon addressed to all uniting couples: “The
reward of the Magnanimity Fellowship; shall be yours as
long as you remain united in weal and woe with all your
in wedlock. ... May each of you win the other through
righteousness.”

BIRTH AND DEATH

The Gathic texts are silent over the birth ceremony.
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Similarly they do not mention any rituals for the dead or
prescribe any mode of disposal of corpses. Zarathushtra
says, “The Wise God knows best every person of mine
for his or her veneration done in accordance with righ-
teousness. I shall, on my part, venerate such persons,
passed away or living, by their names and shall lovingly
encircle them” (13). This shows that he always remem-
bered those who worked for the cause of righteousness.
A sublime way to show respect to the dead and the liv-
ing. It is this extraordinary respect and love shown by
him that created the beautiful tradition of commemorat-
ing outstanding men and women for their services on the
Memorial Day, the ten days at the end of the year, called
Farvardegan in Persian and Muktad in Gujarati.

In fact, the Gathic texts, followed by many liturgical
pieces in the Vispered and the Yasna, are not concerned
with death. To them every righteous person is “progres-
sive, eternal, ever gaining, and ever growing ... because
he or she lives a life of good mind.” (14) The texts speak
of the soul as if it were in a living body and not of a de-
parted person. Death does not scare or haunt the Gathic
righteous. It appears that the Gathic texts have left the
birth and death ceremonies to the discretion of the peo-
ple to wisely act as time and place warrant.

Zarathushtra, enlightened and progressive as he was,
did not present a ritual-less religion. He also did not give
a ritual-ridden cult. As such, his Gathas focus on teach-
ing us the Primal Principles of Life, and yet, as sublime
songs, inspire us to offer our prayers to God and to begin
every new turn in our life in a ceremonial way. They
do offer adaptable guidelines to ceremonies, because,
as beautifully put by the late Dastur Dr. Maneckjee N.
Dhalla, the Zarathushtrian sage of our times: “Ritual is
not religion; but it is a powerful aid to religious life. It
feeds the emotional nature of man which plays the most
prominent part in religious life. It inspires devotional
fervour and purity of thought.”

Rituals, in and of itself, are neither good nor bad. If
our rituals are true to the teachings of Zarathushtra, if
they are beautiful and inspiring, leading us to a deeper
understanding of and commitment to the Good Religion,
then they are good. But if they are unintelligible, if they
are devoid of meaning, if they do not impart the truths of
the religion to the faithful, if they are a monopolized per-
formance by a certain class of privileged persons, and if
the laity have to sit silent and understand nothing, then
they are worse than useless.

The Gathas do not prescribe rigid rituals but show
us the way to sublime ceremonies in every walk of our
life, from birth to death; ceremonies which are flexible
enough to undergo changes to suit times, climes, and
cultures, and yet raise our souls to greater heights, give
us the encouragement we need, and help us to enjoy the
commitments we make.

The ceremonies performed by the Zarathushtrian As-
sembly are reconstructed on Gathic basis. They have
values and meanings that give joy, satisfaction, and
above all, lasting inspiration. Many of the current cer-
emonies among the Zoroastrian community have some
roots in the Gathic tradition. Therefore, with an eye to
our long past, as much as possible of the traditional
ceremonies has been retained without violating Gathic
principles, and at the same time endeavoring to speak in
a clear voice to a new generation, and a new age. While
the Gathas continue to be our Guide in all our thoughts,
words, and deeds, the model ceremonies, Gathic and in
the Gathic traditions, will maintain for us one more liv-
ing link with the pristine past, the progressive present,
and a fruitful future.

The Gathas and their supplements in the Gathic dia-
lects depict plain prayer rituals, a sincere marriage cere-
mony, interesting initiation rites, honoring the living for
their services, and remembering the dead for their deeds.
Above all, they impart a thought-provoking message,
MANTHRA, to humanity at large. Simple, sublime and
suited to all times and climes!
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References: (1) Gathas: Song 1.3 = Yasna 28.3; (2) S 1.1
=Y28.1,S15.8=50.8;(3)8.9=439;(4)7.4=34.4,84
=434,11.7=46.7; (5) 43 =31.3,4.49=31.19, 12.6 =
47.6, 16.9 = 51.9, Haptanghaiti Song 2.1,2,3 = 36.1,2,3;
(6) 14.5=49.5; (7) 6.14 = 33.14; (8) Song 2 = Yasna 36;
(9) The Gathic part of the Avesta consists of Yasna 11.17
to 13.3; 14.1&2; 27.13&14; the five Gathas and Hap-
tanghaiti, Yenghe Hatam, Yasna 56, and 58; (10) 5.14 =
32.14,13.10=48.10; (11) Yasna 19.5,7,21; 20.5, 55.6,7;
Vispered 13.1,2,3; 14.1,4; 16.0,4; 18.0,3; 19.0,3; 20.0,3;
23.0,2; 24.0,2; Yasht 10.92,122; Vendidad 10.4,12; Ni-
rangistan 19 to 51; etc; (12) Yasna 11.17 to 13; (13) 16.22
=51.22; (14) Haptanghaiti Song 5 = Yasna 39; (15)

Source: ZARATHUSHTRIAN CEREMONIES, a re-

construction based on the Gathas; Ali A. Jafarey, Ushta
Publications, 1992.
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TRA-T

E PROPHET

By: Mohsen Zandieh

From a theological view point, Zarathushtra has been
referred to as a prophet and from a social science per-
spective, he is known as a social thinker and a philoso-
pher.

Let’s evaluate both perspectives and ascertain the va-
lidity and the status that rightfully represents his place in
the realm of human life.

According to Dr Jafarey, the term “Monthra” in the
culture of Avesta is a combination of the verb“Mon”
meaning “think” and the adjective “Thra” refers to the
concept of “enlightenment”. Mr. Abramian states that
the term “Montheran” refers to the person who evokes
and enlightens. It also refers to believer or prophet as
well.

In this article, we are to evaluate the thinking and the
social conduct of a prophet within a social setting of a
society.

Is Zarathushtra a receiver of messages from Ahura
Mazda and deliverer of messages to the public or is he,
as a thinker, endeavoring to understand the language of
life, discovering the essence of being and teaching his
findings to mankind.

In16 Verses of Yasna 44, Zarathushtra seeks guidance
and help from The Creator to reveal the language and
essence of life to him. He knows whoever masters that
knowledge, would be a God like.

He asks:

When are you showing the way to a friend like I,

And when in the shadow of desired rightness, help us
with the good thoughts?

What is the source of the best living?

And what would be the reward for those

Who attempt that path?

Who is the creator and the father of rightness?

Who taught the stars to orbit the universe?....

Who keeps the earth below and the sky above?

Who created the water and vegetation?

Who taught the wind and the clouds to move?....

From whom did you create and reveal the good
thoughts?

Who is the master craftsman who created the light
and the darkness?

Who created sleep and wakefulness?

Not only his questions remained unanswered by
Ahura-Mazda, nor did Zarathushtra attempt to answer
them or make up a story for the followers. His entire
being is dedicated to discover rightness .His instrument
was the brain and the mechanism was the logical thought
process.

Why does not Ahura Mazda say:

My dear Zarathushtra, whose life and the life of your
family, your tribe and your country is protected by our
majestic super power; know that ... [ am the creator of
the entire universe.

I am the creator of light and darkness.

Why does not Ahura Mazda command Zarathushtra
that:

You should stand before King Goshtasp and demand
that he follows your teachings and if he refuses to yield
tell him that...

We throw all of his mountains to the sea.

We will burn all of his cities.

To destroy his country and all of his citizens we shall
commission our armed angels not to spare a single
life.....

Why did not Ahura-Mazda claim his Godly status by
resorting to terror , bloodshed and devastation as Yahveh
, Holy Father or Allah did.
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Why does not Ahura- Mazda teach Zarathushtra the
divine knowledge whereby he, like all other prophets,
would observe all secrets of the universe?

Why isn’t there a burning bush or spiritual souls
through which God would do his mastery work.

Zarathushtra, as a free thinker with a good conscious
is far from fabricating stories . He is so true to himself
and his followers that he questions his own teachings
where in Yasna 44/6 asked:

“Are all that I teach and promise, truly correct?”

It is in light of these questions that one may rightfully
discern that Zarathustra lived above and beyond the rot-
ten traditions of his time. It is with this perspective that
one places Zarathushtra at the highest level of universal
thinking, a position that no saint or prophet ever reached.
He knew that the answers to his questions would have
laid the foundations for routine and traditional behavior,
traditions that would have burned the very essence of ra-
tional and free thinking, traditions that would have pre-
vented progress, innovation and creation, a religion that
with the shallow and rotten orders would have prevented
the members of the society from functioning as one co-
hesive unit. Zarathushtra knew that once Ahura-Mazda,
Yahova, Holy Father or Allah sits down and has a con-
versation with a prophet, the daily lives of free thinkers
and the general public is ruined .The preservation of tra-
ditions and the fabricated stories as “messages”, would
have taken the public life to the deepest and the darkest
un-returnable points. In Homer Abramian words:” those
who equate Zarathushtra with the followers of Abraham,
they neither understood him nor did they understand the
personality and characteristic traits of a prophet”.

To shed light on this issue we would like to apply a
comparative perspective:

1 All prophets that followed Abraham are known by
their holy books, namely The Torah, The Bible and The
Koran .The common denominator of them all is that
none of these holy books is written by their authors,
prophets. These books are the collections of the writ-
ings of various writers at different times. They represent
many contradictions, inconsistencies and illogical state-
ments that a single straight thinking creator, God, would
be far from.

Moreover, these books do not posses any social, his-
torical or scientific value. In other words, there are no
historical documents that either justifies the validity of
the stories or the truth about the essential points in these
books. For example, in the Koran when this tradition
was in its infancy, Allah’s advice to the followers was
as good as a good business practice and would encour-
age the practitioners to attract non believers to Islam,
however once they gathered enough manpower, invad-
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ing and burning the farms and the orchards of the Jew-
ish owners, raiding the passengers and caravans, killing
and committing murder became a standard practice, to
the point that the Islamic rulers elevated themselves to
be outright tyrants and invaded countries, all in the name
of a statue ,Allah.

Gathas, a poetically written book was authored by
Zarathushtra himself. The book follows straight positive
logical thinking and it is void of philosophical inconsis-
tencies and irrational statements found in other books.

2 All the Gods representing the religions that the
Abraham followers founded are local figures and statue
which are geographically limited to the tribes that they
all came from. The behavior and the actions of these
Gods do not differ from an ordinary citizen. The most
prominent feature of these Gods is the reliance on the
naked power, murder, and tyranny and on some occa-
sions functioning as the military leader of the troops
whose only goals are complete destruction and eradica-
tion of the societies and their citizens.

For example in The Torah, Chapter Adad, verses
number 21, Yahweh Palestinian figure commands Is-
raelites to kill those who stay in their way from Egypt
to Palestine. Yahweh proudly says:” the number of the
people killed by the stones he threw from the sky was
more than the ones that Israelis killed by their swords”.
In verses number 31 Yahweh say that “by my command
Israelites killed all men, women, children, and their in-
fants. They only kept the virgin girls who have not been
in bed with men”.

In The Koran , Chapter Tobeh, verses 28 and 29
Allah says: you the believers must fight and kill those
who do not believe in Allah and all those who do not
believe his messenger and those who do not join Islam
until the time that the enemy shamefully and miserably
accepts subordination and pay taxes.

In Chapter Ale Omran, Verses 122 and 123 Allah
becomes a commander in chief says: “do you remember
the time that Allah commissioned 3000 troops to help
you fight the enemy? Yes, if you wait, resist and fight; at
the time that the enemy attacks you, Allah will commis-
sion 5000 armed angels who would carry an [slamic flag
to help you all”.

It is interesting to observe that Allah not only func-
tions as a commander, not only gathers the troops he
even carries a specific flag.

These shallow, nomadic and barbaric behaviors are
alien to Ahura-Mazda. Unlike all other Gods, Ahura-
Mazda is not a figure or a statute. It is an embodiment
of concepts which like Sun is the source of life and en-
ergy and better life for all mankind. It is this concept that
permeates the Zarathushtra’s mission, a mission that is
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directed to provide progress, development, and a better
life for all people.
In Yasna 31-2 Zarathushtra says:

“Since through the bad education choosing a better
path is not evidently clear

I come to you as a teacher

Who is chosen by Ahura Mazda?

To teach both groups

How to live a righteous and better life.”

Itis in the shadow of this universal teaching and think-
ing that Dariush the Great, King of the Kings wrote:

“Ahura-Mazda is a great God.

He is who created the earth

He is who created the sky

He is who created people

And created happiness for people”.

The term “people” without references to social strati-
fication or societal group arrangements embodies all
mankind and “happiness” is a gift from the creator to all
people in all the societies.

It is in the shadow of this way of thinking that when
Fereydoon the king of Kianian dynasty captures Ejde-
hak and plans to kill him with his baton, Soroosh the
angel appears and asked him to spare his life since life
belongs to the creator.

Ferdosi the ethic poet wrote:

Appeared the good deeded Soroosh

Do not hurt, since it is not his time

Since he is defeated tie him to the rocks

Until the time that mountain encapsulates him

It is better to imprison him in the mountain

Where no family members will visit him.

Nowhere in The Gathas we find Zarathushtra defend-
ing a group of people against another group, he is never
involved with militancy, war or murder. He does not
have an army nor does he command one. His language
is the unique and absolute language of life and his world
encompasses all humankind.

3 Another characteristics of the prophets who fol-
lowed the Abraham traditions is that not only these
prophets take their order from a higher Authority , not
only they have a conversation with their Gods, they even
have secret CIA style of meetings. Their meetings take
place in the caves and the mountains. It is interesting to
know that even the family members of these prophets
were excluded from the audience with their Gods.

In the Zoroastrian way of thinking, Zarathushtra
never has a date with Ahura-Mazda. He never sits at a
table to have a lunch or dinner with the creator. They
do not report to each other and there is no burning bush
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or an angel as an intermediary. It is Zarathushtra that
discovers and gains knowledge about Ahura-Mazda. In
other words, If Yahweh, Holy Father and Allah chooses
Moses, Jesus and Mohammad as the voiceless, obedient
receivers and deliverers of a statue shallow orders, Zara-
thushtra discovers the creator and the essence of life. He
learned the language of life, and by teaching it to the
people, he fortified and empowered them with the good
thoughts, good deeds and good behavior as Gods.

At this time, [ would like to pay attention to some of
the philosophical aspects of Zarathushtra’s thoughts.

I certainly think that Zarathushtra is the first founder
of The Positive Thinking Philosophy in the world. It is
the spread of his universal thinking that gave rise to the
emergence of a better life and free thinking in 17 and 18
century Europe.

In seventeen century, Spinoza, whose writings laid
the foundations of Cultural Revolution in Eighteen cen-
tury, in his book Theological-Politico Treaties wrote that
if we logically analyze and study all the institutional
religions, we will find that those prophets who claimed
that they have talked to the creator, they are either men-
tally defected and or consciously fraud. He wrote that
God does not have any characteristics nor has a physi-
ological structure, and since all aspects of life follow a
natural cyclical law “Asha” the discussion of a person
being chosen for a mission as a prophet that he manages
all aspects of life from a god’s perspective is illogical.
Particularly when we discover that all the crime against
humanity is done in the name of God.

Ferdousi, the ethic poet, who is also a founder of Cul-
tural Revolution in Iran wrote:

Swear to God, that never the creator

Pays homage or animosity to any person

Whatever good or bad happens to you,

Consider it off yourself and off your own actions.

In the Eighteen century known as the Enlightenment
Era the writings of Emanuel Kant and the attention that
was give to the thoughts and the logical analysis of all
matters of life crumbled the foundations of rotten tradi-
tions and superstitions. At this point of human develop-
ments, man becomes the master of his own destiny and
all references to the unknown where luck and fortune
emanated from was buried with the rest of the traditional
jargons.

Kant in his book Critique of Pure Reason wrote:
the moral behavior of all mankind is founded on one
Categorical Imperative. That the human behavior must
carry such a character that in the final analysis follows
the universal law. From his perspective, imperative is an
order since no logical man can ignore it and the logical
aspect of behavior, irrespective of conditions or goals,
will cause social cohesion and unity.
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As an example he wrote: “killing is murder” is a mor-
al imperative and at the same time a universal law.

In the Nineteen century, the philosophy of positive
thinking, following the writings of Kant and Descartes
reaches its age of maturity. The depth of this philoso-
phy of thoughts and its climax embodies the writings of
Fredrich Wilhelm Nietzsche.

This German philosopher in opposition to the Cath-
olic Church and its orders wrote: the morality that is
founded in slavery of the masses has its roots in the
herds of sheep. It is a doctrine that belongs to the lower
classes of human species and has nothing in common
with the thoughts that give rise to the innovations, prog-
ress, and development.

In his article, Truth and Lies from an Unethical Per-
spective, he wrote: nothing is the truth forever and noth-
ing from the God’s perspective is an absolute truth till
eternity, for an analytical research to be relevant to the
society it must be guided by positive thoughts accompa-
nied by different views and perspectives.

He wrote, a logical man manages his own life by the
sound decisions he makes and the innovative, powerful
and thoughtful men are more developed human species
than the humans who follow the Christianity and Slav-
ery doctrine.

He wrote that a progressive human society will
emerge when the existing humans evolve themselves
to a higher, above and beyond of our experience of the
standard traditions of the good and the evil of today. In
order to reach this goal, the foundations of the existing
trend of thoughts must be eradicated since ultimately the
moral battle between the good and evil lives within the
human beings till eternity.

It is interesting to recognize that although Nietzsche
is conscious of fluidity of life and its constant changing
transformation, he chooses “thoughts” or logical think-
ing as the only mechanism to bring about the system of
social values and social orders. He intends to use this
system to fight against the Christianity and the tradition-
al thinking of his time.

In his article “Thus Spoke Zarathushtra”, in pursuit
of founding a new system of social values, he envisions
the emergence of human race which he calls them Uber-
mensch. These super humans are fortified with the pow-
er of thoughts and live above and beyond the traditional
experiences of the good and evil of the day and with the
expansion and development of super humans he intends
to create a new society, new thought process and a new
social system of values.

The Problem with the Nietzsche’s philosophy is that
even though his supermen are thoughtful beings, the
goals that they seek may very well be directed against
human being and follow evil’s path.

The positive thinking philosophy and the depth of its
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goal that has been spoken in Ashem Vohu prayer reflects
both the simplicity and the essential elements that makes
Zarathushtra’s presentation the most complete theory of
actions leading to the pursuit of the positive goals and
human emancipation. He said:

Ashuee (righteousness) is the best gift,

Ashuee (righteousness) is the ultimate comfort and
happiness,

The one who reaches that goal is the one who actively
desire it.

In Zarathushtra’s way of thinking, consciousness is
an essential element of human behavior and the posi-
tive thoughts, goals and the deeds of the actively partici-
pants members of the society are the foundations where
the collective actions of all leads to the salvation of all
people in the society. With this system of thought, and
the comprehensive set of new ethical, social and cultural
values, human race emancipates and the ideal society
will emerge, a society where the social cohesion and a
better life becomes a reality.

It is with this system of thoughts that social organi-
zations, armed with new values rise against darkness
and evil. It is in this system of thoughts that no one lays
the foundation of traditions; rather seeking innovations,
progress, social, political, and cultural welfare would
become the societal norms and standard of practice by
all, and the man who founded it was Zarathushtra.

Now the answer to the question of whether Zara-
thushtra is a prophet is rather simple. He is a man from
a different race with the universal perspective that no
human being can be compared to. The differences be-
tween Zarathushtra and other prophets are so vast and
so deep that the comparison would be simply moot and
irrelevant.

Zarathushtra in the real meaning of the word is The
Prophet.

Mohsen received his undergraduate degree from Teh-
ran University and his Masters and PHD in Sociology
at NYU.

He has been in the Real Estate Profession since 1981.
He is a director of NY State Association of Realtors, a
Director and a Political Coordinator of National Asso-
ciation of Realtors.

Mohsen has received numerous awards, to mention

Just a few:

Honorary Recognition and Proclamation from The
NYC council, Special Recognition from NY State Sen-
ate, and Special Recognition from NY State Legislative
Assembly.

Mohsen has been married for 26years and has two
grown sons.



2 Ash Nahid %

Dear Nahid,

Out of all the religions Zartoshti
is the most logical religion, yet what
I don’t understand 1is, since we be-
lieve that we evolved from animals
and ultimately animals evolved from
other creatures what role does god
play in that?

From: Sarah Kasravi

=

Dear Sarah,

The debate between religion and
evolution does not necessarily have
to be a conflict. Many people have
devoted their lives to the resolu-
tion of defining evolution by some
means of faith. Do we have to lose
logic when considering that God
might not have been the sole creator
of our world? I do not believe so.

Zoroastrianism has the highest re-
spect for nature and the order of na-
ture. Our faith expresses that respect
for plants, water, fire, air and animals
in our daily prayers and our gathas.
Zoroastrianism, like many other re-
ligions has stories about the creation
of the world. Our religious stories
relate the creation of the world by
Ahura Mazda as orderly and logical.
These stories are great to hear how-
ever we will never know how close
to the truth they really are; unlike
scientific experiments and discov-
eries that can show, with some cer-
tainty, the gradual evolution of man
from millions of years ago.

Now, connecting the scientific
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with the spiritual might be a problem
for some. Although if you consider
the intricacies of the natural scientif-
ic system and how logical it is, you
might just find the presence of some-
thing greater as well. The system of
science and nature is very simple but
yet elaborate at the same time. When
considering the role that God plays
in evolution, you may want to con-
sider that God can be found in the
logic and order of evolution. Simple
put that the spiritual nature of what
we are grows and forms with the
physical nature of science to evolve
humans, animals, and plants.

There is something to say about
God being present in the order of
natural law we see all around us.
From the rotation of the moon’s ef-
fect on the tide, to the life cycle of
plants and animals; we see balance
and order. A balance that is very
prevalent in Zoroastrianism. The
religion emphasizes the simplic-
ity of natural order and progress of
all creatures and beings through the
balance of good and evil. A similar
balance between science and spirit
continues in evolution and it is up to
each individual to either accept the
logic of the sciences as all there is to
the world, or allow our spirituality to
also serve as an explanation to what
we have evolved to be.

If you want more scientific an-
swers, | would suggest you look into
the ancient Iranian scientific records
or theories that have ideas relating
to the gradual evolution of mankind
from ocean plants that evolved into
land vegetation, then to animals and
eventually into humans. For more
religious answers to evolution, un-
fortunately there are no clear theo-
ries or texts to direct you to. Zartosht
emphasized the importance on liv-
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ing a productive and righteous life
in the here and now. A positive and
wiser movement towards the future
was his greatest emphasis.

The logic that we use today has
evolved from years ago, based on
the experiences and wisdoms of
those who have come before us. We
are ever changing in mind, body and
soul. Trying to figure out God in all
the details of our lives can be excit-
ing and exhausting. However, it is
worth making the attempt. Thank
you for the question.

In 2005 Nahid Dashtaki received
her Bachelor of Science degrees in
International Relations as well as
Comparative Literature from the
University of California, Irvine. She
has international work experience
in India and Iran. Nahid is currently
working to complete her master’s in
both Dispute Resolution and Public
Policy, while also serving her sec-
ond year as the Assistant Secretary
for FEZANA.

Please send your “Dear Nahid”
questions that are within the con-
fines of various aspects of the Zo-
roastrian religion/culture or conflict
resolution to cninfo@czcjournal.org
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By: Sam Vesuna

What I have to say of the past is
what I learned from my late parents
especially my mother. In 1929 my
father a Parsi medical Doctor was
appointed to run the Ratan Tata Hos-
pital in Yazd for Zoroastrians. My
mother joined him in Yazd when
they got married in 1931 and left in
late 1933 to return to India when she
was pregnant with me.

This period was during the time
that Reza Shah Pahlavi was in pow-
er and was making many changes
in Iran. During his time the life of
Zoroastrians was improving for the
better, but we Zoroastrians were still
in the eyes of many Muslim Iranians
second class citizens, often called
”najus” i.e. unclean people. My fa-
ther was of the old school and he did
not talk very much, but my mother
would tell my late elder brother
Cyrus and me a few examples what it
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means
to be najus. If
we picked up or touched
a vegetable or fruit we had to buy
it because by touching it we made
the item unclean and could not put
it back. Our Zoroastrian farmers
who brought their produce to the
shops were told to come very early
in the morning so that nobody would
see that the produce they sold came
from a najus Zoroastrian farmer.

In Yazd at that time my father,
Dr Manouchehr and another Euro-
pean Doctor at the Christian Mis-
sionary Hospital were the only two
qualified medical Doctors in Yazd.
When the Hakims, the traditional
healers, could not cure their rich
and powerful patients they would
send them to one of these two Doc-
tors. When they came to my father
who spoke fluent Persian, as Parsis
in British India studied Persian as
a second language. The well to do
Muslim Iranians would ask my fa-
ther to prescribe for them pills and
not mixtures, which was liquid med-
icine. The reason being that the pills
were manufactured in Europe, but
the mixture was prepared by a Zo-
roastrian compounder as per the pre-
scription made up by my father and
as such was najus. My father being
a strong willed person and having
been brought up in India where Par-
sis were highly respected would say
to them I have only medicine which
my compounder will make and you
will have to take it if you want my
treatment. If pills were required he
told his compounder Esfandiar, who
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later was
the part owner of a
Pharmacy in Karachi, to ground
the pill into powder and mix it with
water and tinctures and give it to
the patient. He would say to Esfan-
diar; “How dare this patient refuse
to drink medicine made by a Zoro-
astrian”. Some patients when their
health improved, treated my parents
better by not treating them as najus
Another ill treatment my mother
mentioned was when a Zoroastrian
girl was either seduced or even ab-
ducted and married to a Muslim
youth, they would hurt the feelings
of our Zoroastrians, by parading her
and her husband beating the drums
through parts of villages were Zo-
roastrians resided. These were per-
sonal feelings my mother, a second
generation Irani in India, mentioned
to explain her dislike of staying in
Iran and why for my birth she trav-
elled to Poona, India where her fa-
ther resided. The other legal and in-
heritance discriminations applied to
all non Muslim Iranian minorities,
but the Zoroastrians were the worst
sufferers. No discrimination was
experienced by Zoroastrian school
children in Yazd, because there was
the Marker School and Orphanage
for Zoroastrian Children built and
financed by the Parsi, Marker family
from India. My mother told me that
expensive gifts were sent from India
on Navroze to my father, to distrib-
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ute to these orphan Zoroastrian chil-
dren. The school is now expanded
into a school and college for all stu-
dents.

My father was born in Bombay
in January 1903. He qualified as a
Doctor from Grant Medical College
at the young age of 21 or 22 and re-
ceived a scholarship for further stud-
ies in Great Britain. But his father
who had retired from government
service insisted that take a job so the
money earned could help the family
especially his three younger brothers
and one sister. My mother, Dowlet
Irani was born in June 1912. She
was a second generation Irani born
in India. My maternal grandparents
were Ardeshir and Mahperviz Irani.
Grandfather Ardeshir was a self
made businessman. He was well
known, built and donated a housing
colony for poor Zoroastrians known
as Ardeshir Baug in Poona as well
as the Behman Physical Culture
establishment, the sports stadium
at the Wadia College and the gym-
nasium at the Dastur Boys School.
Two roads in Poona, the Ardeshir
Irani Road and the Mahperviz Irani
Road are named after my grandpar-
ents. As the youngest child Dowlet
was brought up in rela- tive
luxury and received a
lot of attention from
the family, especially
as she had lost
her mother
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at the tender age of 14. Her broth-
er Behman who died young was
a qualified Agricultural Engineer
who went to Iran at a similar time
as my father. In Iran Behman fell
ill and was treated by my father and
they became good friends. As they
were both bachelors and both also
spoke Gujarati, my father invited
Behman mama to share his house
in Yazd. When father visited India
on his holiday, he visited Behman in
Poona and this is how he first met
my mother Dowlet. My mother was
only 18 years old when she got mar-
ried and went to Yazd. As you know
in India, we Zoroastrians have never
faced discrimination but are treated
with great respect. Although both
my parent had British India pass-
ports and they lived comfortably in
Yazd, but for my mother it was a
cultural shock compared to the free
life style she had experienced while
living in Poona. She had to learn to
speak and understand Persian very
quickly and accept the inferior sta-
tus of Zoroastrians. However, when
she went out with my father she was
treated with respect, partly because
he was a well known doctor and also
he was a Parsi as they did not suf-
fer the same humiliation.
My  mother
told me that my
elder  brother
Cyrus who was
born in Yazd in
1931 was a
very attrac-
tive  child
with  light
coloured
hair and blue
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eyes (changed to black/brown in a
few years) and that the Zoroastrian
nanny in Yazd would be reluctant
to show him to visitors in case they
gave him the evil eye.#### [ believe
either the Muslim Governor of Yazd
or a high Iranian Official, who my
father had previously treated, came
to the Christian Hospital where he
was born and placed a gold ring on
his finger saying he will be a great
person. This came true, as the Hos-
pital in Fairfax, Virginia, USA,
where he was Head of Department
of Anaesthesia, named the audito-
rium they were building in his name,
when he suddenly died at the young
age of 63. Cyrus was also Associ-
ate Professor of Anaesthesia at the
famous John Hopkins University in
Washington DC and Director of the
local Vienna, Virginia Bank. At his
funeral the late General Shehriaryi
told me how my brother was helping
him in contacts with the local coun-
cillors, regarding the Washington
DC Darbe Mehr property, which was
a few kilometres from my brother’s
residence, purchased from funds re-
ceived from the Arbab Rustom Guiv
Trust. The late Arbab Guiv knew
my father as well as many Iranian
Zoroastrians of his age group from
Yazd including the Zarthosti broth-
ers.

In 1933
mother
nant

when my
was preg-
with me
she decid-
ed to return
to  Poona
to at her
father’s




had no business
contacts, hence
they felt that it
would not be

beneficial  for
them to send
me.

The condi-

tions preceding
Reza Shah dur-
ing the Qajar
dynasty and
earlier were
much worse for
Zoroastrians.

I am not sure
whether the
conditions  in
Tehran, where
many enterpris-
ing Zoroastrians
were migrating
from their en-
claves in Yazd

home. On route to Bombay, the
ship stopped in Karachi where she
disembarked to meet her maternal
uncle and aunt Merwan and Maneck
Irani, parents of Air Marshall Aspi
Engineer who later become the In-
dian Ambassador to Iran. In Kara-
chi my mother learned from her aunt
that the Parsis in Karachi were in the
process of starting a Parsi General
Hospital. Thus she persuaded my
father to seek assignment as resident
part time Doctor and start his own
medical practice in Karachi. My
mother persuaded my father that she
was not happy to return back as she
preferred the life in India to that in
Yazd, Iran. Although I was born in
India in 1934, but I was conceived in
Iran, however I did not return to Iran
and was brought up in Karachi. The
first time I went to Iran was in 1996
for Sixth World Zoroastrian Con-
gress. After qualifying as a Char-
tered Accountant in 1960 I applied
to the big Accounting firms for a
posting in Iran, but was refused be-
cause I could not speak Persian and
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and Kerman,
were better. |
do remember
my father telling me that Reza Shah
trusted Arbab Kaikhusrow Sharokh
a Zoroastrian to the extent that he
entrusted him with the keys of the
Iranian Parliament the Majlis (figu-
ratively speaking). I understand this
famous Zoroastrian was responsible
for Iran adopting with some minor
modifications our Zoroastrian so-
lar calendar with Zoroastrian name
for all 12 months, and starting with
March 20 or 21st the spring equinox
and not the Islamic lunar calendar. I
am also certain that the pre Islamic
Iranian culture is very strong and has
survived and even influenced many
invaders — Greeks, Arabs and Mon-
gols.

Many Muslim Iranians today
show a feeling of great respect and
affection for our religion and com-
munity and want to be part of us say-
ing that their forefathers were forced,
or enticed to become Muslims. We
have to be careful that we distin-
guish between those that are genuine
about their feelings for our religion
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and community, from those whose
feelings are temporary or based on
resentment of conditions following
the Islamic Revolution and events
and circumstances prevailing under
a fundamentalist Islamic rule con-
trolled by their clergy. 1 have no
doubt that many are genuine and
have taken pains to learn about our
religion and their knowledge, ex-
cluding the rituals, may often be
better than many born Zoroastrians.
There is one thing certain, that they
have started to observe many pre Is-
lamic and Zoroastrian traditions and
feast days with a vigour that pleas-
antly surprises many of us. The ex-
tensive display of the Asho Farohar
is a striking example.

-Sam M. Vesuna
February 5th 2010

Sam Vesuna was born in 1934 in
Poona , India . In 1955 he went to
UK to study Chartered accountancy
and then worked for Unilever as a
Management Accountant for India ,
Pakistan , Burma and Ceylon . In
1957, at the age of 23, Sam was one
of the youngest persons to be elected
to the Managing Committee of the
Zoroastrian Trust Funds of Europe.
Sam served as the Honorary Secre-
tary and Treasurer for several years.
In 1961 he moved to Pakistan and

Jjoined Philips and settled in Karachi

5 years later . In 1972, Sam emmi-
grated to Toronto to work for Phil-
ips Canada from where he retired,
and continued working as a con-
sultant for them until 2007.In 1978,
Arbab Rustam Guiv appointed him
as the Trustee of Rustam Guiv Foun-
dation in Ontario . Sam has been ac-
tively involved with the Zoroastrian
Society of Ontario (ZSO). He has
served ZSO as a treasurer, and as a
President for multiple terms. Sam is
regarded as one of the elder states-
man among the Ontario Zarathushti
Community for his dedicated and
selfless leadership.
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NT MESSAGE OF ZARATHUSHTRA

\

By: Dr. Sam Kerr

[The article is based on two illuminating lectures de-
livered by Professor Kaikhosrov D. Irani to large audi-
ences in Sydney, Australia]

“The Enlightenment”, an intellectual movement,
which became influential as late as the 18th century
in Europe, was a pursuit centered on confidence in the
human capacity for thought and judgment. Its roots, in
fact go much, much further. It was believed that human
reason could be used to combat ignorance, superstition
and tyranny and to build a better world. Accordingly, if
we are permitted to think free from the interference of
mythology, magic, social and political pressures for or
against maintaining something or other, we are capable
of comprehending, evaluating and acting rationally and
responsibly. It follows that beliefs must be rational and
actions must be principled, i. e. rationally accepted. Itis
well known that religious beliefs are accepted on faith,
not reason. ‘The Enlightenment’ attitude demands that
what is accepted on faith not be contrary to rational be-
lief - that religious beliefs move beyond the miraculous
myths and stories.

Traditionally, religions provide stories around the
lives of their founders and their teachings. From these
there emerge various religious visions. In most mod-
ern religions the following two are present: - A View
of the World and a Way of Life. From the Enlighten-
ment point of view, if these two find acceptance in the
consciousness of the believer, it can provide a sense of
significance and purpose to the believer’s life. Without
a direction for a way of life a religious belief is function-
less. Immanuel Kant formulated the requirements for
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the religious faith thus:

1. Belief withour a vision of the na-
fure of exisrence is blind.

2. Belief withour a commitrment to a

way of life is empty.

The remarkable insight of Zarathushtra fits very
clearly into this mode of thought. He asks his follow-
ers to (i) view the world as a conflicted world, meant
to be perfect, orderly and harmonious, but suffering the
contamination of evil and (ii) strive to transform any
situation of evil, disturbed harmony, injustice or suffer-
ing and bring it in accord with Asha - Righteous Order;
which we are capable of realizing with our God-given
Vohu Mana - Good Mind. Good human beings striving
to promote the good, bring about with the help of social
intelligence, the good society. And, gradually, as such
a society comes into existence, human beings reap the
benefits of the life of Righteous Order. A good society
is established to provide and ensure 1) the satisfaction of
humans through their self-realization and 2) the maxi-
mization of justice (minimizing undeserved benefits as
well as burdens). It further strives to balance these de-
mands with insight and with the recognition of the limi-
tations of this imperfect world.

Some religious traditions, beliefs and practices prevail
with no concern for their rationality and on the grounds
of their traditionalism only. Frequently, commentaries
written in some sacred book is accepted only because
‘that is the word of God’. The recognition of that is a
distinctly non-Enlightenment attitude but ultimately it is
still the believer’s decision. The extraordinary transfor-
mation that Zarathushtra generated in the history of hu-
man thought consisted of two significant ideas:

1. faith is nor a marter of member-
ship or affiliafion to a group bur a mar-
rer of personal conscience arrived ar
rhrough individual choice and,

2. faith is primarily and essenfially a
commirment fo a moral life - a life

dedicared o perfecting society.

4
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But one must feel surprised, perhaps with sadness,
that not only is this not widely known among Zarathush-
trians, but also neither is it generally expounded by those
responsible for the transmission of his teachings.

The most valuable possession every human being can
ever have is Individuality, a blend of our physical being
(Tanu) and a spiritual component, the soul (Urvan); this
gives us a unique personality deserving of dignity and
respect. The Self of the Individual is the seat of con-
sciousness and self-consciousness, hence, of thought,
feeling and judgment. Thus persons, and only they as
individuals, sensitive to values and reflective about op-
tions, are the ones that generate and maintain a just so-
ciety. A just society, in return, promotes the realisation
of individual goodness and happiness of its members.
A good society is one where practices are so regulated
that the interests of individuals are not trampled upon
indiscriminately, only minimally curtailed. Human be-
ings live in collective structure and their values lie in a
balance of interests with a structure so constructed that
we minimise the interference of the satisfaction of one
interest upon the satisfaction of another. Arranging such
a social order - what we call the Righteous Order - not
only needs humans of goodwill, i. e. those who seck the
promotion of Asha, but also needs deep understanding
of social relations. There is a significant passage in the
Gathas (Yasna 48, verse 5): «Let those who know how
to rule well, and not the evil rulers, rule us! Let them
rule us with wisdom and skill, O Armaiti!»

Zarathushtra’s Religion ‘Veh-din’ is the religion of
commitment, constant striving and responsibility. It is
not a religion of comfort and certainly not a religion of
renunciation. Often, it is common for religious persons
to view religion as a technique of offering prayers of

¢C

Zararhushtra’s Religion Veh-din’
is the religion of commirment, con-
srant striving and responsibility. Ir is
nofr a religion of comfort and cer-
rainly nof a religion of renunciarion.

)

praise and glorification and asking, in return, various
gifts and boons e. g. health, wealth, success or the satis-
faction of some hope or aspiration or, sometimes, even
the discomfiture of an enemy. This is a very primitive
religious conception of offering and asking. It is child-
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like in simplicity and does not respect human dignity.
Its pathetic picture of human self-respect is often blurred
by attempts at making such practices appear beautiful.
It is such pretence that ‘the Enlightenment’ attitude at-
tempts to deflate.

A moral view of the world and a striving for promot-
ing the Righteous Order, which Zarathushtra asks us to
adopt upon illumined reflection, presents a noble picture
of the human spirit and respect for human reason and
freedom. And in doing so, he was, perhaps, the earli-
est proponents of the Enlightenment Theology in human
history. A believer takes himself to be able to recognize
a wrong, whether it is in individual relations or in the
functioning of society. In the theology of Zarathush-
tra we are taken to have the capacity for such discern-
ment. But this needs to be developed by appropriate
moral direction and guidance. Thus, insightful moral
education is not a matter of providing prescriptions of
what to do and not to do. The Gathas are totally free of
prescriptions. What is to be taught is the notion of the
<«Good», i.e. what is right - the Righteous Order, not in
its universal totality, but in its embodiment in every hu-
man situation — to be ‘just’. And this each one of us can
recognize because we have the God-given Good Mind
(Vohu Mana) for that task. And where it is violated, we
recognize that there is a moral flaw, our consciousness
being equipped to do so, benumbed with large doses of
self-interest and selfishness. The Holy Pontiff, Adarbad
Mahraspand emphasized: ‘Let there be no one who fails
to recognize the face of injustice’.

As humans advance in moral intelligence, the abil-
ity of Vohu Mana promotes a society of Righteous Or-
der, which continues to actualize. And such a progres-
sive society then leads to the moralizing of humans and
brings them to a state of enlightened happiness, Ush-
ta. Such is the ethical stance and cosmic optimism of
Zarathushtra>s message to humanity.

Sam Kerr (Sydney, Australia)

The article appeared in the 3000th year anniversary of
Zoroastrianism (UNESCO declaration) special issue of
HAMAZOR (publication of the World Zoroastrian Or-
ganization) issue 3, 2003, pps. 43-45.

Dr Sam Kerr is a fellow of the Royal Society of Medi-
cine (London) and of several Colleges of Surgery, Sam
Kerr was Surgeon / Lecturer, the University of NSW and
College Hospitals, Sydney from 1968 to 2003. He is
now Emeritus Surgeon at the University and Hospitals.
He has initiated / been a founding member - Aust. Zo-
roast. Assoc. of NSW, Sydney. In addition to his profes-
sional writing he has lectured / published on the social,
cultural, historical and scriptural aspects of the religion
of Zarathushtra.
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A letter from a graduating teen class student

Dear Cadlifornia Zoroastrian Cen

ar California Zoroastrian Center,

It’s safe to say that we’ve had quite a long-stand-
ing relationship. I’ve been in frequent contact with
you for almost the entirety of my life, and words can-
not describe how much you’ve impacted who I am.
I met you in Mehri Khanoom'’s Farsi class. I was the
youngest, and way too shy. Though time went on, and
I realized that you had given me a place to learn how
to read and write Farsi, a place to learn about my re-
ligion, but more importantly, you had given me my
closest friends.

I remember playing hot lava monster in your play-
ground, and following my grandpa into the azaad-
mehr to say my avestas with him. I remember singing “Ataash Sholeh bar Kash” next to your fire pit, and I remem-
ber being an element of the Haftseen on your stage during Norooz. You were the biggest part of my childhood.

Then, I got a little older. Though that didn’t change much between us, we still saw each other every week. But
this time, I had advanced, I was in teen class. No longer did I come to you to learn Farsi, I came to you to service the
Zoroastrian community, to discuss ethical dilemmas, but first and foremost, I came to you to see my closest friends.

I remember being a councilor in your Winter Camp, | remember watching the parents play volleyball while I
took a sip of the boba I had bought from your friendly Asian neighbors, I remember acting like an old lady on stage
during Norooz, and then watching generations younger than me be elements of the Haftseen. You were where I was
sedrehpoushed; you gave me an official religious identity.

For thirteen years, you’ve been my second home. And because of this, you’ve given me ample time to study
Zoroastrian philosophy. At first, in the era of Mehri Khanoom’s Farsi class, I listened to what I was told. Good
thoughts, good words, good deeds, freedom of choice, law of asha, the meaning of the Fravahar, the gathas, respect-
ing fire, and so forth. I agreed, and took great pride in belonging to such a sincere and logical religion. Then time
passed, and I started to rebel Zoroastrian religious traditions in my mind.

“I don’t need a religion to tell me that [ need to be a good person. Ethical principles are engraved in secular soci-
ety. I don’t have to be a Zartoshti to have good thoughts, good words, and good deeds.”

Maybe [ was tired of learning the same principles I had already learned, or maybe I was just being difficult. But
don’t worry, your efforts to teach me about my culture and religion have not been reversed, and if anything my
questioning of Zoroastrianism’s validity as a religion are signs of independent and
free thinking: two things that you classes have taught me, and consequently have
made me a more proactive person.

And now, it’s time for me to join my friends who’ve already parted from you,
and leave the friends who will still be lucky enough to visit you in class once a
week. I just wanted you to know that you were not only the biggest part of my
childhood; you have been the biggest part of my life. Your presence has given me
my most valuable memories, a sense of cultural belonging, and I have no doubt that
many of my decisions in the future will reflect the things I’ve learned within your
walls. I hope we see a whole lot of each other in the future, and one day I promise I
will buy you some doorknobs, you’re in need. Thanks for always being there, 8952
Hazard Ave. Westminster, CA, I’ll always know where to find you.

Love,

Roya Behmaroion
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Source: www.sasanika.com

Sﬁsgnian Chemical Warfare?:

cientific Re-Assessment
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A Relief of the
Sasanian King
of Kings Shapur
| meeting

a Roman
delegation,
Darabgird, Iran

By: Reza
Yeganehshakib
(Dept. of History,
UCI), Khodadad
Rezakhani (Dept.
of History, UCLA)

A recent piece of news regarding
the history of Iran surprised those of
us involved in the study of history.
Usually, when Iran/Persia gets
mentioned, it is either in the form of
nuclear «threat» currently providing
fodder for news networks or in
the shape of ghouls and monsters
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who get massacred in hundreds by
a few brave and freedom loving
Greeks, making puddles of blood
in service of human rights and
freedom. So, it was interesting to
see that the only time the Persian
history makes it to the main news
is still in connection with violence,
particularly «gruesome» tactics
against the beloved, civilized,
freedom loving Romans who just
killed their enemies by boring them
to death, apparently.

To give it some background,
the Sasanian Empire of Iran/Persia
was founded by Ardashir I in YY¢
CE and it soon came to include not
only Iran but also Iraq and parts
of the Caucasus and Central Asia.
It quickly expanded eastwards to
the northern parts of India as well,
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replacing the Kushan Empire. In the
west, it was met with the colonial
power of Rome whose expansionist
policies had taken it far from the
Italian peninsula and into the
Near East, the neighbourhood
of the Sasanians and the domain
of their political ancestors, the
Achaemenids. From early on, the
Sasanians and the Romans were
involved in border skirmishes
which never were decisively
concluded in either side»s favour.
However, in the middle of the third
century, Shapur I, the son of the
founder of the dynasty, succeeded
in defeating and killing one Roman
emperor (Gordianus III), defeating
and imprisoning another one
(Valerian, who died in Iran) and
forcing yet another one to sign a
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humiliating treaty (Philip the Arab).
So, at the time that the supposed
«chemical warfare» in question
was taking place, the Sasanians
had the definite upper hand in the
war with the Romans. This is again
interesting, since comments such
as «the Sasanian Persians were as
knowledgeable in siege warfare
as the Romans» (quite common
when there is talk of ancient
history) somehow imply that the
Romans were the Americans of the
ancient world, the most civilized,
knowledgeable, and technologically
advanced of all ancient peoples to
whose exalted positions all others
needed to aspire, despite constant
reminders from those such as the
Chinese that this could not be
farther from the truth.

Regardless of whether there is
any political meaning behind the
news of the Persian use of chemical
warfare and the current controversy
regarding «weapons of mass
destructiony, it is still interesting
to see whether this new piece of
research has any scientific value.
For this, we turned to a colleague,
Mr. Reza Yeganehshakib, who is a
PhD student at the department of
history, University of California,
Irvine. Mr. Yeganehshakib comes
to UCI with previous degrees in
Chemical Engineering (BS) and
Environmental Studies (MS). He
has a strong understanding of the
scientific processes that might have
resulted in what has been reported
in the news bit above. The following
are his comments.

The Roman soldiers that were
found could have been killed
because of the lack of oxygen due
to the blockage of the mouth of
the tunnel, or possibly because of
the collapse of the earth and the
blockage of the mouth of the tunnel
behind them. The dimensions of
the tunnel, as described, must be
precisely analyzed and compared to
the material and texture of the soil
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and its mechanical properties to see
if the Roman reinforcement and
structures could resist the weight of
the mass of the soil above it or not.

Roman and Persian miners
would have needed some means
of providing light in order to be
able to see what they were doing.
The sulphur crystal and bitumen,
mentioned in the article, are among
the chemicals that were commonly
used in order to produce torch light
at the time. The presence of these
chemicals and burning them could
surely produce hazardous gasses.
Gasses like Carbon Monoxide
(produced as a result of the lack
of enough oxygen required for
the complete combustion in the
tunnel), sulphur oxides, and
unburned Hydrocarbons are among
the most lethal gasses produced by
burning these chemicals to produce
enough light. The accumulation of
these gasses in either side of the
tunnel was surely quite deadly.
The accumulation of the harmful
gasses could have been caused
either by the physical blockage of
the entrance or mouth of the tunnel
or due to the air pressure difference
between the inside of the tunnel and
the outside air pressure particularly
at the mouth of it. If the outside
air pressure was higher than that
of the inside, then the gases inside
could not be released to the outside
and would accumulate there. The
elevation difference of the tunnel
and its entrance is a crucial factor,
as the air density and pressure in the
higher altitudes is lower than that of
lower altitude.

If the Persian tunnel, as shown
at the first image, was built at a
lower elevation and had an open
entrance to enter the air, then a hole
or any other open area could have
unexpectedly connected the Roman
and Persian tunnels together. the
air and the harmful gases, either
produced by those chemicals to
produce light or intentionally to
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produce harmful gasses, would
have suddenly rose up and gotten
into the Roman tunnel due to the
air pressure difference. Therefore
almost all of the gasses that had
lower densities than air would have
rose up to the Roman tunnel. At the
time if the Roman tunnel mouth
was closed for any reason, even if
the process of the gas transfer from
Persian side to the Roman side was
slowed, the gasses already existing
in the Roman tunnel would have
remained for awhile.

All the burning processes
need enough oxygen, fuel, and
temperature. The latter can be
produced by the initial ignition
that Sulphur Crystals might have
cause; however, the gases produced
as the result of combustion are
proportionate to the amount of fuel
and air. By finding evidence of the
existence of the quantity and quality
of the fuel (a very difficult task), we
can determine the amount of the gas
released by creating a mass-energy
balance for the chemical reaction
of this combustion to see if enough
hazardous gases were produced in
order to kill Y soldiers (Y + Romans
and one Persian). We also need to
see if there as enough oxygen or air
to realize the combustion is another

issue.
So, these scientific take on
the news imply that although

the intentional use of «chemical
weapons» was possible, the case
could also have been a simple
case of accumulation of poisonous
gasses as the result of the burning
of the chemicals used for creating
light in the tunnels. In the former
case, one should celebrate that the
Persians were indeed as «advanced»
as the Romans in their knowledge
of warfare tactics and technologies.
If the latter, one would also wonder
the wisdom of trampling the history
of Iran/Persia in all other occasions
only to give it credence when
violence is involved.
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In Search of Common Ground

By: Deena Guzder

In the summer of 2007, I men-
tioned to friends and colleagues that
I was going to the Islamic Republic
of Iran, they looked shell shocked
and incredulous. Their first question
was predictable: are you scared?
I gave them my stock answer: it>s
safe, the people are friendly and
the U.S. media is hysterical. I was
much more scared by the prospect
of spending the rest of my summer
sitting in a Columbia University
newsroom editing reams of video
than [ was about exploring a deeply
misunderstood country and gaining
insight into its diverse faiths.

I began my summer reporting for
News 21 in New York City, Chicago
and Los Angeles, exploring how
Persian identities are changed by
America, navigating the seemingly
indelible divide between an adopted
home and a native land, two coun-
tries that are often see as opposite
extremes of a religiosity continuum.
I learned how Persian immigrants»
views on religion become more or
less malleable and witnessed how
these changes are manifest in their
everyday lives. Iran offered the op-
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posite; rather than witnessing rene-
gotiated identities, I had an oppor-
tunity to understand how members
of minority religions preserve their
faiths under an Islamic theocracy.

In Iran, the Zoroastrian com-
munity affectionately embraced
me and invited me to participate in
their ceremonies and classes. In the
palm of Tehranys cloistered Zoro-
astrian compound, Priest Mehraban
Firouzgary»s lilting voice laced the
air with ancient Persian prayers that
rival Hafez>s poetry in untainted
sweetness. Inside the alabaster agia-
ry adorned with the familiar Farohar,
I closed my eyes as the ebbing and
flowing words bathed me like holy
water during a newbornys baptism.

I went to Iran as a young Zoroas-
trian wanting to explore a civiliza-
tion whose blood runs deep in my
ancestors) veins. But I also went to
Iran as a fledgling journalist trying
to permeate a shroud of deception
that engulfs this most misunderstood
of nations. As the hawkish debate on
the «Iran Question» continues to
possess Washington, most Ameri-
cans) exposure to the country is
limited to photos of a bespectacled,
bearded Supreme Leader and an un-
shaven, uncouth firebrand of a Presi-
dent. It»s little wonder that playing
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word-association games with Iran is
child>s fodder in the West: hijack-
ings, terrorists, oppression, misogy-
nists, extremists, veils, theocracy,
ayatollahs, anti-Zionist and reac-
tionaries.

In America, the vast majority of
mainstream media reports about Iran
depict religious revolutionaries who
promote warfare abroad and violate
human rights at home. But Iran is a
vibrant society of millions of people.
It is a country where women out-
number men in universities; where
the second largest Jewish communi-
ty in the Middle East resides; where
politics is vigorously and openly de-
bated in the streets; where domestic
films wow international audiences;
where transsexuals are permitted to
have sex-change operations by the
decree of Ayatollah Ruhollah Kho-
meini himself, where the official
dress code is very strict but often
only followed in its loosest inter-
pretation; where illegal satellites
are ubiquitous and openly displayed
on rooftops; where the government
actively encourages contraception
as a means of family planning and
provides one of the only condom
factories in the Middle East; where
downhill skiing is a popular winter
recreation in the Zagros Mountains;




and, where family picnics is a favor-
ite summer pastime in verdant gar-
dens.

After four months of badgering
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs to
grant me a visa, [ spent 15 days ex-
ploring my Zoroastrian identity and
explaining my American national-
ity in one of the most complex and
paradoxical countries in the world.

The former U.S. Embassy in
Tehran is today called the “Den of
Spies” and plastered with cryp-
tic messages left by the religious
revolutionaries of the late 70s: “We
Will Make America Face a Severe
Defeat.” I am told there are logical

reasons for Iranians» deep distrust
of America. Persians have not for-
gotten the 1953 C.I.A.-orchestrated
coup against their democratically
elected Prime Minister, Mohammed
Mossadegh, who nationalized Iranys
oil reserves much to the chagrin of
the British and Americans with eco-
nomic interest in the region. And
they say they resent the fact that the
U.S. supported the Shah who is seen
as a puppet government of the West
responsible for growing economic
disparity and human rights viola-
tions. Of course, the recent inflam-
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matory «Axis of Evil» rhetoric used
by the Bush Administration and the
equally bombastic language of Ah-
madinejad has done little to salvage
diplomatic relations.

Yet Iran is not a country where
people seem to particularly care
about one another>s nationalities or,
from my experience, religion to the
extent that these subjects don>t be-
come the focus of discussions. It is a
country where a lone American trav-
eler, such as myself, is warmly em-
braced by complete strangers who
are eager to serve an endless flow of
steamy chai and Persian snacks. It is
a country where a religious police

officer stopped me not for a dress-
code violation but to take a photo. It
is a country where a Jewish woman
told me she hates President Ahma-
dinejad but loves her homeland. It
is a country where a mullah granted
me an interview and answered all
my questions, but respectfully de-
clined to shake my hand because |
am a woman. It is a country where
people eagerly challenge the stereo-
types associated with their name and
genuinely desire to learn about the
world beyond their borders.
Walking through a bazaar on my
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last day in Iran, a man called out
«Where are you from?» When I re-
plied that bm an American, he gave
me the expected surprised look and
asked me if it was difficult to enter
Iran; if I was scared to visit; and if
I regret coming. Then he asked with
a broad smile, “Did you have any
idea that Iranians are this friendly?”
I shook my head in the negative. |
did not know Iranians were so over-
whelmingly friendly, but I did know
that people everywhere are similar
so I certainly was not scared to find
out. I think fear is the antithesis of
God because it is a force that divides
people who have a world in common
regardless of their different nation-
alities and religious affiliations.

Deena Guzder is a freelance jour-
nalist based in New York City who
has reported on human rights issues
across the world. Guzder is cur-
rently finishing her nonfiction book,
A Higher Calling (Chicago Review
Press, 2011). In May 2008, Guzder
was the youngest student to complete
a dual-degree from Columbia Uni-
versitys Graduate School of Jour-
nalism and School of International
& Public Affairs. Her articles have
appeared in Time, National Geo-
graphic—Traveler, Washington Post,
United Press International, Reuters,
Indian Express, Mother Jones, St.
Louis Post-Dispatch, Global Post,
Huffington Post, Common Dreams,
and elsewhere.




Editor’s Note: Chehre Nama will be featuring a column to honor contemporary Zorvoastrians who are
exemplifying the message of Zarathushtra through their deeds and who have initiated notable and
sustained acts of reaching out and helping humanity at large during these turbulent times. These
individuals have been able to rise above self interest and reach out to those who are vulnerable and
need a helping hand.

A WOW STORY OF HUMAN GLORY
Mcher Amalsad interviews Dr. Malcolm Bilimoria, MD

Dr. Malcolm Bilimoria, director of the Illinois Center for Pancreatic
and Hepatobiliary Diseases, is a nationally recognized expert in the
Whipple procedure, considered one of the most complex surgeries in
existence, second only to organ transplants. The Whipple procedure can
increase survival and offers a real chance of cure for many pancreatic
cancer patients. As a surgical oncologist specializing in pancreatic and
hepatobiliary surgeries, Dr. Bilimoria has averaged 50 to 75 Whipple
surgeries per year over the past ten years. Since opening the Illinois
Center for Pancreatic and Hepatobiliary Diseases, however, he is
averaging over 200 major pancreas and liver cases a year. With over
50 peer reviewed articles and text book chapters; Dr. Bilimoria is the
recipient of five awards for excellence in teaching and he is a fellow of
the America College of Surgeons. He performs potentially lifesaving
operations on pancreatic cancer patients who otherwise have only
months to live. Recently, Dr. Bilimoria was featured in the press for
successfully tackling an “inoperable” Pancreatic Cancer. He has
made humanitarian mission trips to perform free surgeries in Bolivia,
Beijing, Russia and Mumbiai.

The purpose of this interview is twofold: To showcase the passion and compassion that a dedicated fellow
Zarathushti brings to humanity, and in doing so, to inspire our future generation to strive for excellence in
their respective field of endeavor.

MA: We look up to you as a gifted Zarathushti Doctor. Could you tell us what inspired you to
become who you are today and how did our Zarathushti upbringing contribute to your professional
accomplishments?

MB: I have always received tremendous satisfaction from helping others. I believe this was instilled in me
at a very young age by my parents who started with “Good thoughts, good words, and good deeds” as far back
as I can remember. As I became older my father wanted me to pursue a life in the medical field knowing that
a life of service is the most rewarding life one can lead. In high school I looked up to a prominent Zarathushti
heart surgeon named Kushroo Patel , MD. He allowed me to follow him on rounds and observe him in the
operating room. I admired his kind gentle demeanor with patients and his excellence in the operating room.
In one day I was hooked and knew that surgery was for me. I finished medical school with the idea that I also
would be a heart surgeon one day but that changed during my residency. During my surgery residency I found
myself migrating more toward the cancer patients. I began to admire their raw courage and was excited to try
to fight difficult cancers on their behalf.

MA: Great! You once said: “One of the reasons I love what I do is all the patients are fighters, no one
walks through the door without that fighting attitude.” What role does faith play in this attitude and does
any element of Zarathushti beliefs contribute to your personal convictions?
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MB: I am inspired by my
parents both of whom have
sacrificed a tremendous amount
to insure that my brother and
I would receive excellent
educations. My father was
born in a small town just north
of Bombay called Bilimora
(this is the origin of our
name). My father grew up
very poor but was able through
diligent studying to become
an engineer and eventually
received a scholarship to attend
a University here in the United
States. Likewise, my mother
was also poor growing up and
through hard work was able
to become an accountant. My
mother and father worked hard
and saved as much as they could . ] ] ] ] o
so that they were able to pay for ~ DF: Malcolm Bilimoria performing surgery in Mumbai, India in 2007.
myself and my brother to attend
Northwestern University (my brother is 3 years younger) for undergraduate studies. They were also able to put both
my brother and I through graduate school (medical school for me at Northwestern and Law school for my brother at
Northwestern). I suspect the total cost of our education was over $500,000. I always felt that since my parents had
worked so hard to give me the opportunity at a good education that I was not going to let them down.

My Zarathushti upbringing has served me well in my career. Every day I try to abide by the “good thoughts, good
words, and good deeds” instilled in me. There are many highs and lows in dealing with cancer patients but I always
feel if I try my hardest and treat all whom I encounter with respect then I will be able to rejoice in a successful day.

MA: WOW. Talking about parental contribution, I was touched by the fact that you have also involved your
15-year daughter Sara to assist you in these complex surgeries. I see this as you being an inspiration to our
Sfuture generation. Would you like to expound on that for the benefit of our youth readers so that they are also
encouraged to strive for excellence in their endeavors!

MB: I received so much positive guidance as a child that it truly
shaped the drive and passion that I have today. It is important for
adults to understand that they hold the future in their hands by helping
to guide today’s youth. Whether it is a teacher guiding a student or
a parent guiding a child each relationship is important. I first took
my daughter to Bolivia when she was 13 years old because I wanted
her to see what poverty and despair looked like and how those who
have been blessed with a comfortable lifestyle should help combat
poverty and despair wherever it appears. While in Bolivia I saw in
Sara the same passion to help people and of course this was very
rewarding for me. I also saw Sara, on her own; ask to help out in
a Bolivian orphanage. We were able to arrange this while we were
in Bolivia the first time and when we went back again (Sara was 15

With his 15-year-old daughter, Sara, then) Sara spent several days helping in an orphanage. My message
assisting him in Bolivia, where he to my children has always been to find something you are passionate
performed 34 charity surgeries in one about and then you will excel at it. It does not have to be a life in
week. medicine. It could be as a teacher, lawyer, fireman, or whatever it is

that gets you excited to get out of bed each morning.
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MA: Now, 1 firmly believe that:
“Work is what you come home from,
Love is what you come home to, you
decide what really matters to you.”
How do you manage this delicate
balance and any advice from which
others can benefit?

I have always tried to balance work
and family properly. One way I try to
accomplish this is by trying to rearrange
my work schedule to accommodate the
family. At times I have tried to include
the family in my endeavors. This has
included taking the family with my on
humanitarian mission trips. I think it
is important for the family to see that I
am passionate about what I do and that
I like to include them when I can.

Dr. Malcolm Bilimoria MD, enjoying family time in Hawaii with his

wife Dr. Yasmeen Bilimoria, MD; and kids Sara, Hanna, and Zachary.
Chehrenama wishes to thank Dr

Bilimoria and Mr. Amalsad for this
enlightening interview. May Ahura Mazda grant him the strength and wisdom to continue in his path of helping
mankind. We wish him health, happiness and success.
Website references for readers about Dr. Bilimoria'’s accomplishments in the field of medicine:

1. http://nch.org/medical-services/pancreas-health/daniel.php

2. http://www.prweb.com/releases/2010/04/prweb3893914.htm

3. http://www.pancreaticinfection.com/

4. http://nch.staywellsolutionsonline.com/Search/34,18629-1 (WHIPPLE Procedure)

India; Biotech €Co, Launches of

Avestagenome Project

Posting from ZNA by: “Maneck Bhujwala”

According to India-West, May 7, Avesthagen, the project is bio-
2010 issue, Avesthagen, a technology- driven and would aim
Zarathushti biotech company to come up with therapies and diag-
in Bangalore, India, has started a nostic tools to understand linkages
between genes, diseases and envi-

ronmental factors.

“The comprehensive database
arising out of the project The proj-
ect results will find application in
disease prediction and accelerate
the development of new therapies
and diagnostics,” she added

The Rs. 1.25 billion project is
expected to be completed in five
years and is being implemented
by a body of eminent stakehold-
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