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Q\ Raising a family in the 21st century in a Western society may have
f(O many draw backs but it offers a unique set of advantages, not avail-
%O\ able to our predecessors. For starters my parents’ extent of awareness of who
made up their Zartoshti community was limited to relatives, friends, mobeds, and
people they met at the gahanbars and various social gatherings. They lived in a small world
and my grand parents even in a smaller world. Not in this millennium; | have already met
Zartoshti’s | would have never had the honor to meet had it not been for wonders of mod-
ern technology. | have met Zartoshti’s in cyberspace from Russia, Tajikistan, London, Swe-
den and Canada. Technology has truly opened up opportunities for us as a small religious
minority. | believe information technology is the key to our future survival. In the 80’s when
| told people about being a Zoroastrian | generally got the “deer in the head light” look. For
all they knew | had just told them | was from Mars. The rare professor who had heard of us
told me they thought we had become extinct and were not a “living” religion. In 2009 when
| tell people | am a Zoroastrian and they say they have never heard of it, | can proudly tell
them to “google it”. Without the advantage of internet it would be almost impossible for us
to survive. Just imagine trying to find a copy of Avesta or Zarathushtra’s philosophy in writ-
ing, the old fashioned way. Depending on where you live that could take years. Today in
most places with access to a computer and internet, a click of a button will bring the world
to you no matter where you live. If you have a new found knowledge, there are millions of
people you can share it with. You can find history at your fingertips and sites that can an-
swer most of your questions. These are truly remarkable times and we should all be very
excited to experience it.
Ushta,
FP
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Perception and actuality

of God of Zarathushra
Ervad Dr. Jehan Bagli

Before discussing the God in Zarathushtrian tradition, it is
relevant to understand the very concept of God as it could
have originated. An unbeliever in God is bound to pose
questions such as ‘what does one mean by God?’ or ‘who
created God?’

Let us track back in time, to the era when mankind was
struggling with matter to make the implements of war,
when they could not distinguish between cause and
effect, when they were too primitive to understand the
concept of the Divine. Even at that point  human beings
were observant. They looked around them and noted the
precision in the order of Nature. They were fascinated
by the miraculous order with which the day yoked with
night and reemerged, and the way seasons rotated in an
orderly fashion.

As they began to recognize and appreciate the beauty
and awe manifested in the order of these events, mankind
was indeed mystified. Astounded by the order in the
environment, they began to see their personal limitations.
Their imagination turned to belief; they began to comprehend
a power beyond their bounds, and beyond their physical
senses. The more regimentation they perceived in the
creation around them, the more reverence they evolved
for that unknown Life Force.

Mankind initiated rituals for the natural changes they
observed around them. Their rituals gradually merged
into their desire to appease that ineffable Force and their
fancy to harness some of the power of the mysteries they
could not comprehend. It was in the bronze age, some-
where in the eighteenth century BCE that a voice arose
from among a Persian tribe. It was a voice that hailed free-
dom from bondage, sovereignty of choice, and moral justice.
[t was a voice that fully understood the goodness embedded
in Global Truth — Asha - in the face of evil. That was the voice
of Asho Spitama Zarathushtra.

Zarathushtra through his spiritual consciousness recog-
nized the Wisdom and Intellect, in the order of Nature,
that mankind of his era was struggling to understand. He
finds this wisdom in the incrementally benevolent way
(Spenta) of thinking and being. At the very beginning of
his hymns (Ys 28.1) the Prophet asks for support from
that holy way of thinking and being - Spenta Mainyu. In
fact Zarathushtra goes even further, as he identifies this
concept, this way of life as his Godhead. He chooses for

his God the name, Ahura Mazda - Lord Wisdom or Lord
Enlightenment - thus clearly personifying Wisdom em-
bodied in the benevolent way of being, as the Supreme
divinity.

How Do we Perceive Ahura Mazda?

in the hymn (Ys 43) entirely dedicated to Ahura Mazda,
the Prophet unambiguously defines God as Spentem
the progressive mode of thinking and being, that brings
prosperity. In an astonishingly beautiful recognition of this
Supreme Being, the Prophet begins six of the sixteen
verses of this hymn (Ys 43.5,7,9,11,13,15) by stating:
Spentem at thwa mazda menghi ahura
| have realized Mazda Ahura to be progressively benevolent
Itis no surprise, that Spentem the incremental benevolence is
worshipped as Mazda Ahura in the a later text of Visparad
(Visp 19.1) where it states,
Spentem ahure mazdam yazemaide, spentem Ameshe
Spente yazemaide

We worship Incrementally benevolent Ahura Mazda, we
pay homage to the Holy bounteous immortals

After validating the progressive benevolence as the
embodiment of Mazda, Zarathushtra then proceeds to
demonstrate how mankind can attain communion with the
Divine. Asho Zarathusht repeatedly (Ys 43.7,9,11,13,15)
—five times to be exact — states, that he has realized
his God to be Spentem when He (Mazda) attended him
with Good Mind (Vohu Manah). This is a remarkably
unambiguous affirmation of the fact, that one can commune
with Divine through Good Thinking. Vohu Manah -the
Good Mind- is the very aspect of Mazda that leads one
to that benevolent way of being. So thus far in this hymn,
Zarathushtra reveals two fundamental concepts about
God. (a) That Ahura Mazda is spentem and (b) that
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Mazda can be reached through the Good Mind. This is an
emphatic assertion, of the extreme importance Good Mind
in Zarathushtra’s theological conception. This dearly suggests
that a mind that is not thinking Good, that is not in tune
with Truth and Righteousness can not be conscious of the
-Wisdom Incarnate- Mazda.

As the saga of the God of Zarathushtra continues, we
note, in verses of the Yasna (Ys 43.7,8) that follow, a
dialog, where the Prophet was asked, “who are you? To
whom do you belong? How would you explain the revelation
to the living and to yourself?” These allegorical questions in
fact arise in the Good Mind of the Prophet as the revelations
unfold. In these verses, Zarathushtra personifies his own
Vohu Manah that poses those questions and responds,

“| am Zarathsuhra. | would, to best of my ability, be a true
opponent of deceit and an ardent supporter of Truth. |
eulogize [highly praise] and adore you Wise One, | shall
strive to enlighten all, to the realization of the ‘Eternal
Dominion”.

The Good Mind (Vohu Manah) of the Prophet then fol-
lows with the enquiry, “What cause do you wish to serve”
(Ys 43.9) and the Prophet replies,

“Before thy Fire in veneration, as long as | am able, | shall
cherish the gift of Righteousness, so reveal to me the Truth

that | continue to invoke”, It is crystal clear from this dialogue,
that the prophet realized his Godhead through his Good
Mind and he chooses to serve the concept of Global Truth
embodied in the law of Asha through the veneration of Fire
of Mazda. These are the mantras, that reveals beyond
any doubt, the profound importance of the Vohu Manah and
choosing the concept of the law of Asha in material world,
to be in tune with the Lord Wise, the God of Zarathushtra.
We also note here how the Fire of Mazda is intrinsically
woven in with the concept of Asha.

These Gathic hymns are intertwined into a legend in the
life of Zarathushtra, in the ‘Selections of Zad-sparam’(Zd
Ch XXI.8-14). Here it is revealed by Ahura Mazda, that
the first perfection in life is the Good thoughts (Zd Ch.
XXI.16, 17) and the most desirable way for mankind to
live in the corporeal world is by fulfilling the values of
Amesha Spentas which are the emanations of Mazda.

We must recall here, that Amesha Spentas that are the
aspects of the God of Zathushtra are synonymous with
Ahura Mazda. This is expressed in the hymns of the
prophet as follows:

“|...shall serve all of you, Wise Lord, with good thinking ...

Ys 28.2

In Gatha Spenta Mainyu the Prophet reiterates his
commitment made earlier (Ys 43.9), by addressing all
these aspects as Mazda and worshipping them all as he
asserts:

“...I shall always worship all of you, Wise Lord, with truth
and
the very best mind and with their dominion ...
Ys 50.4

This concept of synonymy is no where more strikingly ex-
pressed than in Ys 30.9 and also in Ys 31.4 where we see
the term Mazdaoscha Ahuraongho meaning Wise One
and other Ahuras. Here the status of all these aspects - Ame-
sha Spentas - is raised to the highest level of Divinity. The
God of Zarathushtra is thus inextricably intertwined with
the revelations and teachings
of the Prophet. Mazda Ahura is
the perfect Good Mind, the ab-
solute Global Truth of Asha, the
Divine Good Rule of Khshthra
Vairya, the absolute perfection of
Haurvatat, and the eternity of
Ameretat.

What distills from the quotes
above, is how unswerving the
Prophet is in his commitment to
thinking through the Good Mind
and choosing the path of Truth,
kindness and compassion embod-
ied in Asha as the key guiding lights
tobe one with Mazda.

Does Ahura Mazda Exist in
Reality!

Existence of essentially
everything in the Universe is
‘contingent'. It is contingent
upon the prior existence of
other objects or processes.
God however is regarded, as
a being that uniquely exists
in a radically different way.
Existence of this Life Force is unconditional; it does not
depend on the presence of any prior object or process.
This is exactly what we learn from Ys 43.5 where Zara-
thushtra states:

”

‘| have realized thee when | saw thee to be the first
one at the birth of life”.
This sentiment is also reflected in that rhetorical Yasna
44.3 where we read,

“...In the beginning who was the father and creator of
Truth? Who determined the path of the Sun and the
stars?...”

Based on philosophical theism existence of God is an
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unconditional necessity. The God is the uncreated first
principle from which the entire creation emanates. We
notice repeatedly in Ys 29.10, in 51.2 and in 31.8 where
the Prophet speaks of the power of Good Mind and Truth
and addresses Lord Wise as the focal source of these
laudable values.

In Zarathushtrian theology, that Uncreated first principle
is perfect and complete. Mazda Ahura is the unabated
benevolence in thoughts, words and actions. Lord Wise
is indeed perfect, in all the aspects embodied in Ame-
sha Spentas. He is the
focus of emergence of all
existence, and a part and
parcel of all the creation.
Human beings, on the other
hand, are limited and less
than perfect. The basic
reason for the limitation
of mankind rests in the
complete Freewill that
they are endowed with.
Despite that, they are an
emission of that Infinite
Enlightenment, and human
Mind is an exaltation of
that absolute Vohu Manah.
Mankind has vested within
them the Spark of that
Divine. God is therefore
immanent (present) in
all living, and pervades
through all his creation. It
is the immanence of the
Divinity in mankind, which
makes their relationship
with Mazda, intimately
personal on one hand, while the same immanence in
the entire universe, on the other hand, renders the God
transcendental and a-personal.

The uniquely singular way for mankind to prove the
existence of God in the corporeal world is to express the
Divinity innate within. The only way to accomplish this, is
by living a life through the aspect of spenta mainyu — the
progressively benevolent way of being - like Ahura Mazda.
The Divinity can and must manifests itself through caring
and benevolent actions of mankind. Consequently, to
demonstrate that God indeed exists, the bottom line is,
to live in this physical existence, through the teachings of
Zarathushtra, through Good thinking and choosing the
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Righteous and Truthful path, to help evolve the Divine
Rule, Khshthra Vairya. Zarathushtra in his hymn of Spenta
Mainyu reiterates:

Through the incrementally benevolent way of best thinking,
and the words and actions in accordance with the Truth
through
right-mindedness, one grants and receives completeness
and
immortality in the Divine Rule of Mada.

(Ys 47.1)

It is therefore clear that a life of Truth, kindness, and
compassion, perceived through Good Mind, one can re-
veal/prove the existence of God. This verification however
is not as simple as it sounds. For one person or even for
people of one faith tradition to live by these meritorious
precepts is not enough. Mankind in this world, is a broth-
erhood of diverse Faith traditions, experiencing equally di-
verse conceptions of God. Regardless of that diversity of
the cognizance; there exists a common bond of oneness
among the 7 billion members of the human race, and that
commonality rests, solely in the innate Spirit of God within
each one of them. There exists no rational faith tradition,
that denies Righteousness, Love and Generosity to the all
members of the human brotherhood and through that to
the Creation at large.

Treatment of other lives, as we expect others to treat us,
is a basic Human Right and a Divine axiom of life. Itis
Divine, because irrespective of the Faith, all people and
all Creations are endowed with the same Spirit of the Creator.
That is, the omnipresence of God. By following the above
axiom of the egalitarian practice, we can in fact, install a
relationship of the Oneness of that Divine.

We know this bond of Oneness of God exists in spite
of the cultural and theological diversity. All we need to
do; is to observe the human attitude in times of grief and
anguish during a catastrophe. In those trying moments
of earthquakes, floods, hurricanes and other natural and
man made disasters, it is the Divine spirit — the God — that
surfaces from within, to bring forth the admirable values of
Kindness, Charity and Compassion. It is that Providence
which melts down all the anger, hatred, fear, ego, dis-
crimination and all the differences among institutionalized
religions; to raise above all, the human Oneness. This in
fact, is an expression of the Oneness of that one and only
Divinity. This readily demonstrates that it is through be-
nevolent human actions that Spirit of God, -Ahura Mazda
or whatever name the victims identify with their God, is
with them to guide, to watch over and to walk with them
through their difficult hours.



In summery, you are what you think, you are what you
speak and you are what you do. Spirituality is a measure
of the way we are with ourselves, the way we are with
Nature around, and this attribute is a consequence of the
way we are with the Divine.Expressing oneself as a being,
of incremental benevolence — spentem — one emulates God,
and thereby proves the very presence of that Supreme
Being in this corporeal existence. Zarathushtra elabo-
rates that in his hymn as follows:

The truthful righteous striving to establish
the dominion, to further the house, province and his
country,
How shall he be like you?
Ys 31.16

He answers this question three verses later, referring
to himself as the one who has listened to the Lord Wise
saying:

Listen to this world healer who thinks of Righteousness

Who stands before the Holy Fire of Mazda
With his powerful words flowing from his tongue
Reveals the truth to both the wise and the ignorant
Ys 31.19

Mankind thus perceives God through their Vohu Manah.
They establish that God exists by bringing forth the Divine
Rule (Khshtravairya). This, they must attain, through their
caring and benevolent actions, as progressively benevolent
being, in the same way, as Ahura Mazda is to His creation. It is for
this reason:

To be one with god is to be one with mankind
The lord wise each on of us must strive
to emulate the divine

Ervad Dr. Jehan Bagli obtained a Doctorate in Medicinal
Chemistry from the University of London, and was the director of
research at the Wyeth-Ayerst Research Laboratories in
Princeton, NJ until his retirement. He became an ordained
Zoroastrian priest at age 14, and established the first
Zoroastrian publication in North America «Gavashni» in
1974. This publication has since become the FEZANA
journal. Dr. Bagli is an accomplished Zoroastrian scholar
and researcher.

One of the things that each of the major religions of 3
the world has in common, is the existing of a sacred 3

book or texts, where the main tenets of those reli-
gions are explained, in the majority of cases by their
founder prophets. To mention some of them, we can
see that Christianity has the Bible as a sacred book,
Islam has the Qur’an, Hinduism has the Vedas,
Judaism has the Torah as the most sacred texts, and
a corpus of sacred texts containing written and oral
laws as well (Tana’kh that is the Jewish Bible and the
Talmud), In Sikhism they have the Sri Guru Granth
Sahib as sacred texts and Baha'is have the Ketab-e
Aqdas (1). What about the Good Religion?
Traditionally has been said that the sacred book of
the Zoroastrian religion is the Avesta. Although not
many people, inside and outside the Good Religion,
know what is written in the Avesta, this sacred book
is a source of pride for Iranians, because they were
able to produce a Religious Sacred Book as well.
Because the Avesta is also a collection of different
scriptures, some scholars compare it with the Bible,
but a Bible from the East. The Avesta is the only
reference we have of an ancient Indo-European
language, not any more spoken, but supposed to be
used somewhere in Eastern Iran.but unlike the Bible,
which is the book with the highest number of print-
ings and copies throughout the history, and the book
with most translations in existence, a different story
can be seen with the Avesta. This book is almost
unknown for many of the greatest libraries in the
world, and in my case, a Zoroastrian who has never
been to Iran or India, it took almost 3 years to find a
copy of the whole Avesta. It’s also interesting to see
that some parts of the Avesta can be found sepa-
rately (Like Gathas) and are more popular among
the Behdins than the rest of the texts. In my personal
experience with Behdins | met personally or online,

No.

Aer Ainp Ag

S3INOH NVIH1LSVOHOZ NI VLSIAV JH1 40 30V1d JHL

CHEHREHNAMA. publication of the

California Zoroastrian Center



| could see that the whole Avesta does not attract
much attention. About translations of the Avesta,
very few exist, mainly in English, Persian, Gujarati,
Russian and not many more languages. Why is this
happening?

An explanation can be found in the numbers. While
2.1 Billion of Christians exist (2), this makes easier
for them to make mass printings of their sacred
book in any quantity they wish, but it is more difficult
to make mass printings of the Avesta to reach all
Behdins (2). Beside the fact that most Zoroastrians
not long ago were confined in declining communities
in Iran and India, dealing only with languages like
Persian and Gujarati, To see Zoroastrians in other
parts of the world is a relatively new phenomenon
owed to the emigration and conversions, something
regularly practiced from very few years ago, and
still something disputed among the community. Not
all Zoroastrians consider themselves as a part of a
growing community. Anyway, this explains the lack of
knowledge and information about the Avesta around
the world, except for some scholars, but this does
not explain the “lack of interest” from many Zoroas-
trians to know more about their own sacred book,
except for some separate texts.

To analyze the attitude of Zoroastrians toward the
Avesta, we must refer to history. Zoroastrianism is
a religion that developed in an Aryan environment
in Central Asia. Despite having already in the times
of Zarathushtra a complex religious tradition, non
part of any liturgy, prayer, law, was put in written
in that time, so Aryans used to deal with complex
religious beliefs without the use of any written mean
(3). Zarathushtra, meanwhile, speaking in an archaic
version of the Avestan, left his message in verse in
a collection of poems called “Gathas”. The teachings
of Zarahtushtra were not put in written in the earlier
stage, but were transmitted from one generation to
another orally and preserved by memorization. Some
other compositions integrated then the Zoroastrian
literature, all handled by memory (like the Gatha
Haptanhaiti, a collection of prayers in Avestan in
Gathic dialect, the same dialect of the Gathas, but
definitely not part of the compositions left by Zara-

incorporated, the role of Priests memorizing texts be-
came important, and this importance became crucial
when the Good religion reached “Linguistically alien
environment” of Western Iran, where Avestan, spe-
cially the oldest compositions were not understood,
And the Priests, the only people who understood
and recite them, then became engaged in the task
of memorizing and explain the Sacred hymns (3).
But not written system was in use so far. Since its
foundation till the end of the Achaemenian Empire,
the Good Religion existed during more than 1000
years without a book, and preserving by memory the
Teachings of Asho Zarathushtra. Most of the litera-
ture was preserved by the Priests and not by the
laity. According to the ancient traditions, The Avesta
and the “Zand” (Commentary) was put in written in
ox hides during the Achaemenian Period, producing
2 editions and each Avesta contained a collection of
21 nasks or Texts (4). Unfortunately, tradition also
states that those Avesta were destroyed during the
Macedonian invasion and no independent source
can verify this fact (5). The slaughter of great part of
the clergy by the Macedonians produced a terrible
Gap in the oral traditional that might put in jeopardy
some texts dedicated to sciences and other subjects,
while liturgical texts, more often recorded and in use
could be easily saved by the survivors of the tragedy
(5). During the Parthian Period (250 BCE - 224 CE),
an effort was done to recover the extant literature
and put them in written. But it was centuries later
that this collection was canonized, during the reign of
the Sassanian King Chosroes | in about 560 CE (6).
Some Scholars, like Dr. Ali A. Jafarey and Dr. Oric
Basirov, have written that the developing of religions
like Judaism, Christianity and Manichaeism, also
were engaged in the collection and canonization of
their own scriptures, may have influenced the Good
Religion in this process of put in written the Avesta (5 & 6).
But, what was put in Written in the Avesta? Most of
the texts of the Avesta are part of different liturgies,
and thus regularly recited by the priests. This means
that most of the texts are not accessible easily for
the Laity. This is the situation of the last 800 years
of preservation of Zoroastrian literature. However,

thushtra). As the Zoroastrian literature grew, and new a small part of the texts became popular since the

texts in a later dialect of the Avestan language were
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Sassanian era. It contains a selection of everyday



prayers taken from different Nasks from the Great
Avesta. This small part is the “Khordeh Avesta”
(Smaller Avesta)

The “Khordeh Avesta” is believed to be compiled by
the Head Priest Ardubad Mahar-spand, during the
Sassanian era. It became the most popular religious
text among the laity in the Good Religion. Itis and
it was considered the main prayer book. It contains
also supplement prayers in Middle Persian, making it
a bilingual prayer book. (7)

Since the “Khordeh Avesta” exists, it is then when
Zoroastrians created a religious tie with a book

that contains the everyday prayers to be recited by
everybody. The rest of the Avesta, was more related
with liturgical activities and with the job of the Priests.
Since the 1700's, scholars from Europe got interest
in the Persian studies. They traveled to Persia and
gained access to different manuscripts and documents
and some of them were carried to Europe for research
purposes. But this Western interest also put their
eyes on the Parsee library in India. The French
Anquetil du Perron has the credit of making the first
systematic attempt to study the Avestan texts and
place their contents before the Western world (8).
Although his final work is controversial for Zoroas-
trians, it attracted the attention of more Western
scholars, who worked during the subsequent years
spreading more light over the Avesta. (9). A consequence
was the rediscovery of the unique message of the Gathas,
the sacred hymns composed by Zarathushtra himself,
and the differences existing between the high ethical
religious message of the Gathas with a more com-
plex and concrete content of the Younger Avesta (9).
A reform movement has risen claiming to a different
approach toward the Gathas, and finally different
scholars got interest in the content of the sacred
hymns, and thus we have different scholars in different
languages and for different communities making their
contributions to a better understanding of the words
of the Prophet. Thus, a new text was warmly wel-
come in many Zoroastrian homes: the Gathas, with
its everlasting message and its different translations
to chose. In Conclusion, although the Avesta is
considered the sacred book of the Zoroastrians, the
good religion has developed its existence most of
the time without it, and most of its compositions are
of priestly and scholarly interest. Still conservative
priests oppose that the laity recite in public certain

parts of it. Most of the community has found their
inspiration in the sublime message of the Gathas,

or in the daily prayer book the Khordeh Avesta.

Most of the Zoroastrian libraries provide different
examples and translations of the Khordeh Avesta
and the Gathas, but the Avesta can only be found

in very specialized libraries, and more communities
prefer to substitute their ancient rituals Avesta based
for the simplicity and beauty of the chanting of the
Gathas. The Avesta will continue to reveal its secrets
still for more time, but the place it has in Zoroastrian
communities will depend on the education provided to
the new generations and how will be the evolution of
the relations between the Priests and the Laity in the
new times.

Refrences:

(1)www.google.co.uk different searches performed on May 3rd, 2009
(2)http:/Avww.adherents.com/Religions_By_Adherents.html (Visited on
May 3rd, 2009)
(3)http:/Awww.cais-soas.com/cais/Religionsfiranian/Zarathushtrian/Oric.
Basirov/avesta_in_westem_iran1.htm Avesta in Westem Iran to Mace-
donian Conquest Dr Oric Basirov. Paper 9 - 19 January 1999
(@)http:/Avww.avesta.org/denkard/dk8sbe.html Denkard, Book 8. Trans-
lated by E. W. West, from Sacred Books of the East, Oxford University
Press, 1897.
(5)http:/Awww.cais-soas.com/cais/Religionsfiranian/Zarathushtrian/Oric.
Basirov/avesta_in_westem_iran.htm Avesta in Westem Iran Since Mace-
donian Conquest Dr. Oric Basirov Paper 10 - 6th January 1999
(6)http:/www.zoroastrian.org/articles/Avesta_An_Introduction.htm
Avesta, an Introduction, by Ali A. Jafarey.
(7)http://www3.sympatico.ca/zoroastrian/Avesta.ntm Prayer
Book - Avesta.

(8)Anquetil du Perron and Dastur Darab, Mody, Bombay, 1916.
(9)www.avesta.org History of Zoroastrianism by MH Dhalla, 1938,
part 7.

Engineer, Lecturer and Facilitator, Yury Jakymec is electronic engi-

neer graduated in the University Rafael Belloso Chacin in Maracaibo,

Venezuela 1996.After participate in several projects of Instrumenta-

tion and Telecommunications throughout Venezuela, Colombia and

the Caribbean, he moved to London where he got his MSc. in IT in
the University of East London in 2006.

Certified as Instructor in 2008, now he works as a University Lecturer
in URBE in his native city. He is due to get an MS in Administration by
ethical values in Spenta University.

Graduated in Asuncion, Paraguay, in the Leadership Academy of
America 2002 of the Junior Chamber International. He held many
important positions in the Junior Chamber of Caracas, including
President of the Chapter.

He has been a very active Zoroastrian since his Sedreh Pushi in
London in 2004. Then he collaborated with the Society of Friends of
Zarathushtra in different activities through the UK. Since his returning
to Venezuela he has been more involved in academic activities and
sharing his thoughts in several webpages dedicated to Zoroastrian-

ism visited mostly by youth people.
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Editor’s Note: Chehre Nama will be featuring a
column by Mr. Shahriar Shahriari called a “Letter
to my son” for our youngsters and the young at
heart to help them in situations that arise in their

lives.

Dear Son,
Wasn't it fun playing with those magnets?
Do you remember how they pulled and if
they pointed the wrong way, they pushed
against each other? And do you remember
how fast and how forcefully they did this?
That got me thinking about life and the
situations we get into. | guess we too are
like magnets. And so are our goals and the
situations we face.

If we happen to not like something and
try to avoid it, it is like the same poles of
the magnet pushing each other away. The
problem with this process is we are not re-
ally moving towards anything. We are sim-
ply running away from something we hate
or fear. And the thing with running away is
anywhere we go is better than here.

But is it?

What if you end up somewhere that you
hate or fear even more? What if there is an
even bigger magnet of the same polarity?
Where are you going to run to then? And
how long are you going to continue doing
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this?

On the other hand, when you have the
opposite poles attracting each other, it is
like moving towards something you care
for. At first it may take a little effort on your
part to move towards the other magnet,
but that is not an issue, because you feel
its pull. Yet the best part is the closer you
get, the more powerfully it pulls you.

Another nice thing about this process of
pulling towards each other is that if a third
magnet of the same polarity comes into
the picture and pushes you away from the
straight path to your goal, you still feel the
pull of the original magnet, you have your
eyes fixed on it, and you can always adjust
your course to reach there.

You might be distracted, you may be
thrown off course, you may even be pushed
back by something that comes in your
way, but since you know where you are
heading, you can always adjust your
course and get there.

Yes son. It is far more powerful to let the
pull of love determine your life’s course
than the push of hate or fear.

May you have the clarity to discover what
you love in life, and the fortitude to pursue
it.

Love

Shahriar

April 10, 2009

Shahriar Shahriari was born in Iran was
educated in England and Canada. He
lives with his wife Mahboobeh and son

Soroush in Los Angeles, California. Shahriar
has authored the book «Thus Spoke the

Real Zarathushtray, produced the DVD

“Domains of Belief’, and is the creator of www.

Zarathushtra.com web-site. More information

on Shahriar and his works can be found on his
web-site.



World Zoroastrian

Council-North America
(WZC-NA)

The purpose of the award is to recognize and reward
those, who have contributed by their actions, reputa-
tions or publications to a better understanding of the true
Persian culture, regionally, nationally or globally.
QUALIFICATION:

The award will be given to an individual who is deter-
mined to have surrendered outstanding service toward
better recognition of various aspects of the true Persian
Culture including literature, arts, humanity, science and
governance.

POLICY AND PROCEDURES:

* Qualified individuals may nominate themselves or be
nominated by others.

* Nominations should be accompanied by a cover letter
stating the reason(s) for such nomination and a detailed
biographical data. Also all appropriate forms should be
properly completed and returned.

* Nominations can be submitted either in English or
Persian languages.

* The nominations must be received at the latest by the
first day of September of each year in order to be consid-
ered for the years award.

* A committee of seven judges (selected by the Board

of Founders/Trustees of WZC-NA) will review all the
nominations and deliver names of three individuals to
the Board of Founders/Trustees of WZC-NA for final
selection.

* The award will be presented in a special ceremony by a
representative of the Manouchehr Farhangi family to the
receipient.

JUDGES:

Ramin Farhangi, Dariush Irani, A.A. Jafarey,

Dariush Jahanian, Farhang Mehr, Abtin Sassanfar,
Mehrborzin Soroushian

The Judges will decide on a coordinator to facilitate the
necessary communications and other functions of the
group.

EVALUATION CRITERIA:

+ Service to TRUE PERSIAN CULTURE 50

* Regional Contributions 20

* Global Contributions 30

ELIGIBILITY FOR NOMINATION:

* There is no gender, national or religious restrictions for
the nominees.

* If an individual who is directly connected with the WZC-
NA or the panel of judges is nominated for the award, he/
she shall be disqualified from voting on the nominations
for that year.

REPORT ON THE CLAREMONT FUNDRAIS-
ING EFFORT

Thanks to many supporters of this educa-
tional effort, our fundraising event on October
11, 2008 was an unprecedented success. For
the first time in the Zarathushti community,
we were able to raise in excess of $100,000
in one evening by using new Western ways
of fundraising. Furthermore, all this happened
in a week that was the worst week in recent
global economic down-turn.

We were indeed humbled by generosity of
many people including all donors, musicians,
dancers, and all the participants who created a
warm atmosphere conducive of giving and the
outstanding contributions that we observed.
We feel in particular indebted to the kindness
of the directors of CZC and the generosity
our large donators such as Mr. Dariush Irani.
We are also thankful to the services of Dr.
Shahpour Salamatipour who assisted with all
aspects of the event.

As perhaps most of you know the Zarathushti
Studies at the Claremont Graduate University
(CGU) has been amongst the most success-
ful religious programs in the university. We
owe the current success of the program to the
exemplary leadership of Arman Ariane and his
many early supporters. By establishing this
course, we will indeed participate in educating
the future generation of teachers and profes-
sors of religion studies.

We are also happy to report that we have
given the amount of $103,000 to the CGU,
which has been credited toward our initial goal
of $150,000. Currently, we have the residual
of $2,069.26 in our account. Once we reach
the initial endowed amount then we will be
guaranteed one class in Zarathushti Studies,
annually.

We are hoping with your continued interest
and support we will be able to achieve this
necessary goal in a near future.

Sincerely,
On Behalf of WZC-NA Founding Members
Ardeshir Anoshiravani, M.D.
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= e ' The victorious Afghans
The History of Zoroastrians After 00 o S eated

Arab Invasion by a strong military leader
named Nader Shah Afshar
Part Il (1736-1747 A.D.) who also

defeated the Ottomans. He

later invaded and conquered
India and brought with him the famous peacock throne. In the army of Nader 12000 Zoro-
astrians men served. But even the victories of Nader and resurgence of a strong Iran did
not change the fate of the Zoroastrian population and their agony went on. Nader upon
return from India had become insane and after a failing assassination attempt that wound-
ed his arm, became suspicious at his own son who was blinded at his order. When Nader
became aware that his suspicion was unfounded and his son was totally innocent, he re-
sorted to mass murder. By one estimate during the bloodbath none of the remaining Zoro-
astrian soldiers survived and many of the Zoroastrian population of Khorassan and Sistan
were massacred. Few survivors could cross the desert on foot and take refuge in Kerman
or Yazd. The public census of the Zoroastrians of Kerman belonging to this era shows that
8000 were called Khorassani and 2000 Sistani. Today few families in Yazd can trace their
lineage to Khorassan.

The Afshar dynasty founded by Nader Shah was short lasting, after whom the Zands
took over. The founder of the dynasty was a kind-hearted man named Karim Khan who
established the city of Shiraz as his capital. For a short time Iranians enjoyed peace and
tranquility. After him the Zands were challenged by Agha Mohammad Khan Qajar.

The Zands under the commandership of a brave man named LotfAli Khan Zand retreated
to the city of Kerman. The city for several month remained under siege by the army of
Qajar. A Zoroastrian astrologer named Mulla Gushtasp son of Bahman through the astro-
logical signs predicted that on Friday, 29th day of the first Rabie, 1209 Hijri, the city would
fall to the Qajar army. The Zand ordered Gushtasp to be jailed and if his prediction did not
come true be killed. As he had forecasted, on the exact day due to the treason of one of
the Zand commanders, the gates were opened and the city fell to the Qajar. Agha Moham-
mad who was incensed by the stiff resistance put up by the people of Kerman, ordered
20,000 of the residents to be blinded but because of the Gushtasp’s forecast the Zoroas-
trians were spared. Mulla Gushtasp is the great grand father of the late Keikhosrow Shah-
rokh. He was brought out of jail and was presented gifts and thereafter accompanied the
new king in his trips

The Qajar Era (1796-1925 A.D).

The census of early Qajar era indicates that the total population of Zoroastrians was
50,000 and they had taken refuge mainly in the two central cities of Yazd and Kerman. One
census includes a pocket of Zoroastrians living in the city of Qazvin. There is no informa-
tion about the fate of the Qazvin community. It is not known whether they were massacred,
forcefully converted or scattered. But what about the Zoroastrians living in Yazd and Ker-
man? Did they live there in peace? Despite the aforementioned favorable incident, the
Zoroastrians during the Qajar dynasty remained in agony and their population continued to
decline. Even during the rule of Agha Mohammad Khan, the founder of the dynasty many
Zoroastrians were killed and some were taken as captives to Azarbaijan. The community
was regarded as outcast, impure and untouchable.

Various methods were used to convert them to Islam. According to a law, if any member
of family converted to Islam, he/she was entitled to all inheritance. This was a materialistic

incentive to proselytize the minorities. According to Edward Browne, the wall of Zoroastrian
houses had to be lower than that of the Moslems. If they were riding a donkey, upon fac-
ing a Moslem had to discount and during the rainy days they were not allowed to appear in
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public, because the water that had run down through their bodies and cloths could pollute
the Moslems. The Zoroastrian food was considered impure and many public places re-
fused to serve them. Harassments and persecution were the norms of daily life. At times,
Zoroastrian girls were kidnapped and forcefully converted and married to Moslems and
brought to town in fanfare. On top of all the misery the Zoroastrians had to pay a heavy
religious tax known as Jizya. Due to corruption of the tax officials, at times twice and even
three times the official figure would be collected, because every intermediary had to re-
ceive his share. If the families could not afford paying the Jizya, their children were beaten
and even tortured and their religious books were thrown in fire. That is how the term “the
bookless” came about. Under the woeful conditions, some had to convert and there were
those who declared themselves Moslems, picked up Islamic names, but in secret con-
tinued Zoroastrian practices. Today the latter group among the Zoroastrians is known as
Jaddid (new).Count de Gobineau, the French Ambassador to Iran (1850’s A.D.) expressed
a pessimistic view of the Zoroastrians that reflects the plight of community during the Qajar
era. He writes “Only 7000 of them remain and just a miracle may save them from extinc-
tion.” He adds, “These are the descendants of the people who one day ruled the world.”
Zoroastrian massacre did not cease during the Qajar rule. The last two are recorded at
the villages surrounding the city of Boarzjan and Turkabad near Yazd. Today, the village
of Maul Seyyed Aul near Borazjan, among the local people is know as “killing site” (Ghatl-
Gauh), and Zoroastrian surnames of Turk, Turki, Turkian and Turkabadi reflect lineage to
the survivors of Turkabad.

To present the true picture of Zoroastrian life in that era, | will quote several writers (Napier
Malcom: 1905, Dr. Rostam Sarfeh: Parsiana, March 1990, Page 43, Khosrow Bastanifar:
at last | return to Yazd, 1996, P 192 in Persian). The Zoroastrians even were not allowed
to wear shoes but only slippers. They had to put on a dirty torn cap and sew a yellow old
patch on their back, so that would be distinguished in public places. Their pants had to be
short, so that when stones were thrown at them hit their exposed legs. They were not al-
lowed to wear a new suit, the dirtier the cloth, and the less punishment. A prominent Zoro-
astrian merchant had put on a new pant. In the market place he was surrounded by mob
and was forced to remove his pant, hold it on his head and walk back home. Zoroastrians
entering a Moslem house had to carry a shawl upon which they had to sit, so that the place
will not be polluted.Zoroastrian farmers subsisted on the sale of their products. Once an
authority announced their products are impure, people refused buying from them. After
receiving payment, he declared that if those products are kept high in the air, are purified.
A Zoroastrian girl carrying products to the city was raped. The attackers claimed she was
drunk and was responsible for the crime. The girl could not tolerate the stigma and com-
mitted suicide by setting herself ablaze.The misery of Zoroastrians is beyond description.
Some even converted to Islam to be able to protect their old co-religionists.Due to the ex-
tent of oppression, agony and destitution, many Zoroastrians ventured the hazardous jour-
ney to India. They had to risk their lives by crossing the hostile desert on donkeys or even
on foot. Those who could afford voyaged aboard the ships. In India, they were recognized
for Sadra and Kushti and were sheltered by their Parsi brethren. In the new environment,
they proved their talents in business and science and prospered.The woeful plight of the
Zoroastrians caused the Parsis to dispatch emissaries to Iran. The notable one, Maneck|i
Limji Hataria arrived for the first time on March 31, 1854 A.D. at the age of 41. For one year
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he studied the general condition of the persecuted community. He found the Zoroastrians
to be uneducated and suffered from endemic diseases and malnutrition. Worse than all,
centuries of oppression and persecution had taken a heavy toll on their spirit. The commu-
nity had no confidence in herself and no hope for the future. Maneckji upon return to India
reported his findings to the Parsi Panchayet. This

is truly a historical document, part of which is ‘
quoted hereunder:

Dear Sir; This noble group has suffered in the
hands of cruel and evil people so much that they
are totally alien to knowledge and science. For
them even black and white, and good and evil
are equal. Their men have been forcefully doing
menial works in the construction and as slaves
receive no payment. As some evil and immoral
men have been looking after their women and ‘f
daughters, this sector of Zoroastrians community
even during daytime stays indoor. Despite all the
poverty, heavy taxes under the pretexts of land, &
space, pasture land; inheritance and religious tax
(Jizya) are imposed on them. The local rulers have been cruel to them and have plundered
their possessions. They have forced the men to do the menial construction work for them.
Vagrants have kidnapped their women and daughters. Worse than all, community is dis-
united. Their only hope is the advent of future savior (Shah Bahram Varjavand). Because
of extreme misery, belief in the savior is so strong that 35 years earlier when an astrologer
forecasted the birth of the savior, many men in his search left the town and were lost in the
desert and never returned. Perhaps this one sentence of Maneckji epitomizes the sorry
plight of the community. “I found the Zoroastrians to be exhausted and trampled, so much
that even no one in this world can be more miserable than them.’Amelioration fund was set
up and from its interest income part of the Jizya was paid off. Once again Maneckji re-
turned to Iran. This time he devoted his life toward saving his co-religionists from the brink
of extinction. He followed three goals: To educate the community, to organize them and to
abolish the burden of Jizya. He was a charming man who rallied the support of Dadabhoy
Naorjoi and some of the European ambassadors to eliminate the injustice suffered by so
many Zoroastrian generations in Iran. Several times he intervened in the unfair court rul-
ings and forced them to reverse the unjust decisions. At that time if a Moslem murdered a
Zoroastrian, the culprit would automatically be freed. If a Moslem borrowed money from a
Zoroastrian and denied it, court would side with the Moslem. On the other hand, if a Zoro-
astrian borrowed from a Moslem and could not afford paying back, court would force his
relatives, neighbors and friends to raise fund and defray the loan.In his pursuit of educating
the community, Maneckji faced unexpected difficulties for the following reasons:

1. The Zoroastrians for centuries had been prohibited from receiving education, just to be
content with subsisting on menial jobs. The change of direction was difficult and even some
believed that education will cause them not to be able to work and earn money: 2. The
children worked and their dismal income nevertheless, subsidized the family. The fami-
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lies could not afford the loss of income.3. Parents missed their children and they were not
ready to send them away.4. Some Zoroastrian leaders became envious of Maneckji, even
saying that education will deprive the community of future workers who can make a living;
some were even envious of children who will receive better education that they did.Despite
all the obstacles Maneckji prevailed and eventually picked up boys from Kerman and Yazd,
took them to Tehran and founded a boarding school for them. He even subsidized the fami-
lies for the loss of their children’s income. To teach them, Maneckji published books and
employed the best scholars, some of whom were educated in Europe. From these children
future teachers evolved, who were scattered in the cities of Yazd and Kerman and Zoroas-
trian villages and educated the community. The result is that today illiteracy rate among the
Zoroastrian population is near zero. With the Maneckji’'s encouragement and support, mar-
riages took place and jobs were provided for the newly wed couples.His historical achieve-
ment was the abolition of the religious tax (Jizya). Maneckji, through the direct negotiations
with the Qajar King, Nassereddin Shah persuaded him to abolish the burden of Jizya and
that took place in August of 1882 A.D. Through the enticement and direct involvement of
Maneckji and his successor, Zoroastrians later formed local associations named after the
then king, Nasseri Anjumans. | would like to quote the late Dr. Adharbad Irani, the famous
Bombay ophthalmologist: “Words fall short of expression, we must devote our love and
warm tears to our Parsi brothers who at the most critical time came to our rescue.” The
loving memory of Maneckji among the Zoroastrians or Iran is perpetual. We name our sons
Majecki, Limji and many families have chosen his name as surname as “ Maneckji, Man-
eckjian, and Maneckjipour.” If it was not for his dedication and selfless efforts, perhaps the
Zoroastrian religion had vanished in its country of origin. If we believe in the word “saoshy-
ant” as benefactor, isn’t he the one who saved the Zoroastrians of Iran from extinction?
Now, after centuries of suffering, the Zoroastrians began to enjoy the breeze of relative
freedom and even under the unequal opportunities they proved their talents and abilities.
One businessman, Jamshid Jamshidian known as Arbab Jamshid founded a trade center
in the capital city of Tehran. He was well respected for his honesty and success even by the
Qajar Kings.

The notes of Jamshidian center generally were regarded and accepted as bank notes.
Another Zoroastrian family, Jahanian, established a business center in Yazd. They expand-
ed their business and even opened a branch office in New York. The public also accepted
the notes of the Jahanian Center as bank note. The five brothers were planning to found
the first Iranian National Bank. But the assassination of one of the brothers, Parviz, forced
them to abandon the plan. Iranian public, generally held the British responsible for the as-
sassination, believing that they did not want the Iranians to establish and own banks. Due
to the unstable national economy, the two business centers at the end went bankrupt.The
revolution for the establishment of constitutional monarchy took place in 1909 A.D. And the
Qajar King (Mohammad Ali Shah) was ousted and his young son, Ahmad Mirza was in-
stalled King by the revolutionaries. The Zoroastrians were active in this revolution and one
of them, Fereidoun Fereidounian was martyred. The new constitution officially recognized
the Zoroastrians as a minority entitle to one Parliamentary deputy. The first elected deputy
was Jamshidian, who after one term, voluntarily withdrew and the next deputy, a young en-
ergetic politician named Keikhosrow Shahrokh was elected who was trusted and respected
by the Moslems as well as Zoroastrians. Shahrokh many times reminded the people “Al-
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though | have been elected by the Zoroastrians, but in the Parliament | am a representative
of the whole nation.” Once a deputy name Modarres, who was a powerful clergy said, “ If |
can name one true Moslem, that will be Arbab Keikhosrow,” Because of his honesty, during
the famine he was appointed as the director of the central silo. In this capacity he encour-
aged all the landowners to sell their crops at a reasonable price to the silo. When Ahmad
shah asked for an unreasonably high price, Shahrokh reminded the king: “His majesty,

do you recall what you said when you took the oath of office at the inauguration of Parlia-
ment? That you always think and act for the welfare and prosperity of the nation?”Pahlavi
EraShahrokh was an active member of the Majlis during the events that led to the acces-
sion of Reza Shah to the Persian throne.

Reza Shah a true nationalist picked up “Pahlavi” as the dynasty’s surname and empha-
sized the Persian nationalism. The pre-Islamic history, Keyanian, Pishdadian, Achaeme-
nian, Parthian, and Sassanian were taught in the schools and Iranians were given a new
sense of identity and a fresh direction. The Persian vocabulary was refined from many
Arabic words and replaced by pure Persian vocables. Schools, roads, national railroad,
factories and universities were built. The first chair of the Avestan studies was established
in the University of Tehran, school of literature, under the directorship of the late Professor
Pour Davoud who reintroduced the Avesta to the Iranians and after him one of his students
the late Dr. Bahram Fravashi chaired the section. WWhen Professor Pour Davoud passed
away, a Tehran newspaper wrote: “the service of the professor to the nation is not less than
that of Yaghoub Leisse who defeated and forced the Arabs out of Iran.” Shahrokh remained
a trusted confidant of Reza Shah. When the building of Iranian Parliament was consumed
by fire, Reza Shah looking for an honest and trusted man to carry out the enormous project
of reconstruction, appointed Shahrokh for this task. On the inauguration of the new build-
ing, Reza Shah was so much impressed that he told,“Arbab Keikhosrow” although Arbab is

redundant (He did not like titles), but Keikhosrow let me tell you, that destruction was
well worth this construction.” After Shahrokh, Mr. Rustam Guiv was elected

to the parliament and later to the Iranian Senate, whose generos-

- ity has enlightened many Zoroastrian communities around the
i world. Next deputy was Dr. Esfandiyar Yeganegi an economi-
cian and founder of an irrigation company who was respected
by the whole nation for his generosity and charitable works.In
1932 a ParS| delegatlon met W|th Reza Shah and expressed

you have said is correct, whatever | have done is for my coun-
try, but you tell me what can you do for your original homeland.”
The Shah invited Parsis to come and settle in the country
of your ancestors. We will welcome you with open arms.
Parsis at this time founded two high schools (Anoushiravan
Dadgar for girls and Firooz-Bahram for boys.) These schools
have graduated many Iranian scholars, professionals, lead-
ers and statesmen who always have cherished their memories
of studying there. Parsis also contributed to founding schools
in the Zoroastrian Villages of Yazd. They also established clinics
and dispatched Parsi physicians. The reason was not only to treat
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the patients who suffered from endemic diseases and malnutrition, but because the Zoro-
astrian patients even in medical fields were regarded as impure and untouchable and were
mistreated by the crew. Actually some medical facilities did not accept Zoroastrian patients,
consequently in their own homeland they were alien and ailing, and died young because of
bigotry. The Parsi-founded clinics, however, delivered service equally to all patients at need
regardless of religion. They remained in operation until Goodarz Hospital was founded by the
Goodarz (Jahanian-Varza) brothers in Yazd and employed European and Iranian physicians.
Later Laal Maternity Hospital and a nursing school were annexed to it.

During the Iran-lraq war, Goodarz Hospital delivered a great service by treating the wounded
Iranian soldiers. Once the hospital became operational, the Parsi clinics were transferred to
the Red Lion and Sun organization. The late Peshotan Marker is to be mentioned who found-
ed Marker (known as Markar) Foundation that includes boarding schools. These schools
were managed and directed by the late Soroush Lohrasp who recently passed away.

The number of other students in the Zoroastrian schools surpass far beyond the Zoroastrians.
Meanwhile, the community under the unequal opportunities resorted to education so much
that the illiteracy rate among the Zoroastrians is almost zero while the national illiteracy rate
approaches forty percent. The proportion of Zoroastrians with a university degree is the high-
est among the nation. They have founded schools, hospitals, industries, business centers
and charitable organizations. Zoroastrians founded the first modern city in Iran at the Tehran
Suburb. The community has produced physicians, engineers, professors, teachers, profes-
sionals, industrialists, and army generals. They have held important governmental positions
up to the acting finance minister and deputy prime minister. Two Mobeds educated from
Cama Athornan Madressa, exercised an effective role in the religious leadership and edu-
cation of the community. The Zoroastrians are well recognized as the genuine Iranians and
respected for the reputation of scrupulous honesty. In 1972 | met an Iranian who complained of
governmental corruption in Iran. But he admitted that when Dr. Farhang Mehr was the act-
ing finance minister, no one talked about bribe. In response to my inquiry he added, “When
people at the top are honest, the subordinates will watch.”

These words were particularly rewarding because by his own admission he was at odds
with Dr. Mehr. In 1971 a young Parsi in Iran told me that he had applied for several jobs. The
Presidents of the companies had informed him that they had other applicants but because he
was a Zoroastrian, they were giving him priority. In 1953 Tehran was under curfew. Dr. Sarfeh
in an editorial wrote: he did not carry his I.D. card, was taken to a military station. The officer
in charge asked his name and then allowed him to go free and be 1971 a young Parsi in Iran
told me that he had applied for several jobs. The Presidents of the companies had informed
him that they had other applicants but because he was a Zoroastrian, they were giving him
priority. In 1953 Tehran was under curfew. Dr. Sarfeh in an editorial wrote:

on his way to visiting a patient, he was stopped by a soldier and as he did not carry his I.D.
card, was taken to a military station. The officer in charge asked his name and then allowed
him to go free and be escorted. When Dr.Sarfeh asked, don’t you want me bring my 1.D? He
responded it is not necessary, because your name indicates that you are a Zoroastrianand
we trust and respect you. In 1963, Iran was facing a meat shortage.

The Iranian government looking for a trusted and honest man to handle the crisis, appointed
general doctor (Mobed) Jahanguir Oshidari as the director of “The National Meat Company.”
In a matter of two months the crisis was over .Ate dolese dio con utat incidunt wiscin et
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Later General Oshidari “currently. the president of council of Mobeds in Tehran” confided to
his friends “people were offering me personal favors , but | rejected to the acting finance
minister and deputy prime minister. Two Mobeds educated from Cama Athornan Madres-
sa, exercised an effective role in the religious leadership and education of the community.
The Zoroastrians are well recognized as the genuine Iranians and respected for the repu-
tation of scrupulous honesty. In 1972 | met an Iranian who complained of governmental
corruption in Iran. But he admitted that when Dr. Farhang Mehr was the acting finance
minister, no one talked about bribe. In response to my inquiry he added, “When people at
the top are honest, the subordinates will watch.” These words were particularly rewarding
because by his own admission he was at odds with Dr. Mehr. In as he did not carry his
I.D. card, was taken to a military station.

The officer in charge asked his name and then allowed him to go white anger. That
is why the crisis was over soon At the turn of the recent revolution many scholars ofthe
Zoroastrian studies suffered physical, psychological and financial punishments. Some were
arrested, jailed and beaten. Others lost their jobs and even suffered the loss of a dear
one, yet they pursued. These men have long foregone material interests and for the love
of Zarathushtra put their families in distress. Their service to Zoroastrianism is beyond
description.Dr. Ali Jafarey, Dr. Bahram Fravashi, Dr. Hussein Vahidi, Hashim Razi and Dr.
Ahmad Tafazzoli are to be named as examples. We must dedicate our love and heartfelt
thanks and gratitude to these men whose devotion has brought us closer to the message
of Zarathushtra than ever before. Today many Iranians in search of their national identity
and original roots are looking into Zoroastrianism.

Although currently in Iran many discriminatory laws are practiced and Zoroastrians as
other minorities are not employed by the government, nevertheless they enjoy the public
trust and respect as the people regard them as genuine Iranians who morally and histori-
cally represent their ancestors. The Zoroastrians in spite of all the hardships and indigni-
ties suffered by their ancestors will always remain patriotic to Iran. It is interesting that the
Parsis of India even after a thousand years living in India look toward Iran as their true
homeland. Iran is the birthplace and homeland of Zarathushtra, our beloved prophet and
we are connected to our motherland by profound religious, cultural and historical roots.

* k k k k *x %

By reviewing the history of Zoroastrians after the Arab invasion, one may conclude that it was a
miracle that Zoroastrianism survived the harsh treatment of history. As once Dastoor Bode said,
“so many religions and nations have become part of ancient history. There must be a reason why

Zoroastrianism survived.”

* k k k k % %
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By:FaribaPirghaibi
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. Many of us have seen pov-
erty in one form or another.
¢ Some have lived in it, some
"=~ have visited it, some have
— seen it in the movies, and
some have refused to see a
L movie highlighting poverty
because it makes them sad.
“There’s nothing | can do
about it, so why should | be
reminded of its existence?”
they ask.

Nouchine Oshidari, saw
poverty with a thirst for pro-
gression. Instead of shed-
ding a few tears and then
accepting its inevitability, she
decided to make a difference
in the lives of poverty-strick-
en children. In a conversation
with a few friends who had
visited Madagascar in 1992,
they shared their idea of
starting a foundation to help
unwanted, malnourished,
and abused children they
had seen there. Oshidari
joined them in visiting Mada-
gascar; the fourth largest
island located in the Indian
Ocean, East of South Africa.
Being one of the ten poorest
countries in the world, Mada-
gascar is a victim of econom-
ic, ecological, and human
disasters. Nearly half the

population consists of chil-
dren under the age of fifteen.
The majority of non-govern-
mental humanitarian or-
ganizations have lost hope of
ending physical poverty and
moral misery. Together, Os-
hidari and her friends started
a foundation called Familles
sans Frontieres (FSF- trans-
lated as Families without
Borders). FSF is a non-profit
organization composed of a
few volunteers. The objective
of the Charity is to help chil-

dren by providing them with
improved shelter, and love.
Most children are abandoned
by their parents and have no
place to go. They become
sick and weak due to lack of
access to proper nutrition.
FSF strives to provide these
children with a transitional
home, food, and comfort until
they can be placed with a
permanent family, either lo-
cally or through international
adoption. FSF opened its
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Editor’s Note: Chehre Nama will be featuring a column to honor contemporary Zoro-
astrians who are exemplifying the message of Zarathushtra through their deeds and
who have initiated notable and sustained acts of reaching out and helping humanity
at large during these turbulent times. These individuals have been able to rise above
self interest and reach out to those who are vulnerable and need a helping hand.

door with a house they called
Home of Happiness, (Akany
Sambatra) on Dec. 1, 1993.
On average, 20-25 children
receive care in the house,
and efforts are being made
to expand the project. The
Charity has successfully
placed many children, either
locally or with Swiss families
(50-60%). The first child to
be brought in the door of this
charity in 1993 was Lucien;
he was adopted by one of
the charity founders. He is
now 19 years old and lives
in Switzerland. Nouchine
currently lives in London, UK
with her husband Jim Stid-
ham, and her two daugh-
ters Sofia (5), and Nina (4).
She has been on the board
of trustees for FSF for 16
years. Join me in congratu-
lating her for her selfless
service to mankind and for
truly living the message of
the Gathas.

If you would like to contact FSF
or Home of Happiness, please
visit www.fsf.ch. This is a website
with limited content operated by
a mostly Swiss team since the
founders and most donors are
from Switzerland. The language
is in French.
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By Hilda Kasravi; May 15, 2009

Yasna, 31-22.

Clear is this all to the
man of wisdom as to
the man who carefully
thinks; he who upholds
Truth with all the
might of his powetr,
he who upholds Truth
the utmost in his word
and deed, he, indeed,
is Thy most valued
helper,

0 Mazda Ahura!

Once again the CZC
(California Zoroastrian
Center) teen class set
out to volunteer and
have fun on May 3rd at
a yearly event known as
Big Sunday. Behind this
unusual title, Big Sunday
represents a day where
individuals, groups, and
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communities come to-
gether to work for one
purpose: the power to
change our world posi-
tively step by step. “Big
Sunday mobilizes and
empowers volunteers to
build community through
community service. This
mission is driven by the
belief that everyone

has something to give,

no matter who you are,
what you do, how much
money you have, where
you live or what ethnicity
or religion you happen to
be.” Being a part of this
event for the first time, our
group didn’t know exactly
what we were going to

be a part of for that day,
but we were all extremely
excited to experience this
new project. We all had
voted to visit a synagogue
in Irvine earlier in April,
where we would paint
pots for senior citizens.
However, once we arrived
at the building, we real-
ized that creating pots
was only a small portion
of the activities. Neatly
organized in different sec-
tions, every part of the
synagogue had a different
activity taking place. One
section was filled with
donated toiletries, where
volunteers would place
these supplies in bags
for men and women in
need of proper accesso-
ries to better take care of

@\

themselves. Another table
acquired many posters
regarding the genocide in
Darfur. The posters would
later be used for a walk
on May 17th to promote
the effects and horror

of the continuous war in
Darfur. Within the back of
the synagogue, lasagna
and cookies were be-

ing made for a homeless
shelter in Laguna Beach.
The last section consisted
of the decoration and
creation of plastic pots
and tissue paper flowers.
Running around trying to
be apart of every activ-
ity, the CZC teen group
had a great time helping
out with every activity
and really impressed the
other volunteers with our
effort. Overall, the entire
day was a great success
and every single one of
us urged our teachers to
sign us up for this event
next year. Step by step,
the CZC teen class will
continue with our efforts
in helping our community,
but in addition advance
the achievements of the
Zoroastrian religion!!

Hilda Kasravi is a 15 year
old member of the Cali-
fornia Zoroastrian youth

group and lives with

her family in Huntington

Beach, CA. O\O\
o
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By: Dina G Mclintyre

tis difficult — but necessary -- for us to
acknowledge this truth. The future
belongs to our children and
grandchildren. We, of the older
generation, will be an influence, a memory
in tomorrow. But tomorrow does not
belong to us.
Whatever we wish them to carry into the
future has to be meaningful and
relevant to their lives, or they will not take it

Lignting the Future

with them. What do we want them to carry
into the future? Isita

religion? A culture? Alanguage? A

racial identity?

Alook at American history is instructive. In
the 18th, 19th and 20th centuries, waves of
immigrants came over -- the English, Scots,
Scandanavians, and Germans, who were
Protestants; the Italians, Southern Europe-
ans, and Irish, who were Catholics, to name
a few. The first generation was fiercely
loyal to the language, culture, traditions,
and religion, of their homelands. Today,
their descendants are a mix of the many

original immigrant communities whose
languages, cultures and traditions now are
only a sentimental heritage to their descen-
dants -- not really a part of their lives. But,
to the extent relevant to their lives, these
descendants still are

practicing Protestants and Catholics. In
other words, across the generations, the
many languages, traditions and

cultures of the original immigrants did not
survive. Their religions did.

Zarathushti history also is instructive. How
many of us today — even in Iran or

India — speak in the same language, or
have the same traditions and culture as our
ancestors the Achaemenians? Yet the
values, the way of living, taught by Zarathushtra,
and practiced by
early Achaemenian kings, survive today.
What does this tell us about lighting the
future?

As difficult as it may be, we have to
accept the truth that to our great-great-
grandchildren, the languages, cultures and
traditions of Iran and India will be only a
sentimental heritage -- not a part of their
lives. But to the extent relevant to their
lives, they may still practice the teachings of
Zarathushtra — if they know those
teachings.

The core and the externals.

All religions have a core, and externals.
The timeless core of is what nurtures the
soul, gives life meaning. It helps us to grow
as individuals, regardless of what century
or country we might live in. The externals
are like the clothes we wear, and the activities
we engage in. The
externals of a religion should express the
core in ways that make the core

meaningful in a particular time period and
culture.
The timeless core of our religion is the
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teachings of Zarathushtra himself, in the
Gathas. This core is so beautiful. It is as
relevant to life today as it was 3,000 years
ago, and as it will be millennia into the
future. lItis a religion which (if we follow it!)
will never be out of tune with the

advances of knowledge and science,
because it tells us to think for ourselves,
and to search for truth in all aspects of our
existence, on an on-going basis. ltis a
religion without fear, in which the solution to
defeating what’s wrong is not punishment

and the tortures of hell, but changing minds.

It teaches us to do what is right for its own
sake, without the bribe of a nice place to go
to after death. It is a religion of tolerance
and friendship, with a “can-do” mind-set.

It teaches us to worship in the temple of
life, by solving problems, by nurturing each
other and all living things, with each good
thought, word and action. It is a religion of
generosity and joy, of loving and enjoying
life (in moderation). It is a religion that sees
the divine as all good, a Friend, a Beloved,
a part of us, the fire that exists in all things.
Some of our later texts, rituals and
tradtions have created externals that reflect
the teachings of the Gathas, in

interesting and lovely ways, (many of
which, unfortunately, we have

forgotten). Other externals reflect

cultural perceptions that have become
obsolete. For example, the notion that evil
comes from the north, and

certain restrictions against women. Such
things are not the core of our

religion. They are externals. They may
have made sense in the time

period which generated them, but they

do not make sense today. They are out

of touch with reality. They need to be
changed. Our kids in school are taught to
think, and question. If we teach them the
kinds of externals that don’t make sense to
them, then by the time they are 10, or 11,
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or 12, our religion will have no credibility,
no relevance to these young minds. And
a chance to light the future will have been
lost.

So our highest priority in lighting the
future, is to teach our kids (and ourselves!),
the core of our religion -- Zarathushtrars
teachings. We should also teach them
later traditions that are «externals» but that
inspire and are beautiful. For example, the
egalitarian and friendly hamazor gesture
which today is used by priests in jashans.
At one time it was used by all Zoroastrians
who understood its meaning. Another
example is the way the fire for an atash
behram is created from all sorts of different
fires — communal and natural - expressing
the idea that the divine fire exists in, and
comes from, all aspects of life. These
externals should be
explained, adapted, and used, in our
activities in ways that are

meaningful today, so that they can be
as heart-gladdening to us as they were
to ancient Zoroastrians. We should also
supplement the old externals with new
ones that express the core. For
weddings, navjotes, funerals, and other
ceremonies, we should allow the participants
to add to the ceremony whatever makes it
more meaningful to them.

Supplementing our prayers and rituals.

Today, our prayers and rituals are all in
languages that we do not understand. |
love the sound of the prayers being
chanted (in moderation). And | love the fire
and the fragrance of incense. But a ceremony
would be more meaningful to me if | were
not just a spectator — if | could understand
it and participate in it. We should supplement
our rituals and prayers. This is what the
Sasanians did when they composed the
Khordeh Avesta prayers. The Sasanian em-



pire started many centuries after Zarathushtra. By
then, people no longer understood Avestan. So
what did the priests do to make the religion
more meaningful to people? They did not
abolish or abandon the Avestan prayers (thank
goodness! or the Gathas would not have survived).
They supplemented them by composing the
Khordeh Avesta prayers, which have bits and
pieces from the Gathas, but which otherwise
are in Pazand — a language that was under-
stood by the people of that day.

After the Arab invasion, we clung to the prayers
and rituals of Sasanian times, even though as
the centuries passed, we no longer under-
stood them, because our ancestors then
were mostly in survival mode — desperately
trying to cling to everything that was a part

of their ancient identity. Today, in the West,
we are not in danger of extinction through
persecution. We are in danger of extinction
through irrelevance. We should comb through
our ancient prayers and rituals for beautiful
and meaningful things, and express them in
English, in a little supplemental prayer book.
For example: The Dibacheh of the Afringan
ceremony asks that our prayers be taken

into Mazda’s treasury to be used for whoever
needs them. This would make a lovely little
prayer in English. There are many more such
treasures. And we should compose new
treasures.

Lecture and Lab

When we attend universities, we learn cer-
tain basic principles in lectures. And we learn
how to implement these principles in labs. In
the same way, Zarathushtra teaches that it is
not enough to have good thoughts. We have
to translate our good thoughts into good
words and good actions. We can help to light
the future by getting involved in neighborhood
activities that make our world a better place.
Whether it is feeding the homeless, or tutoring
disadvangtaged kids, or cleaning up a beach.

We, and our children, need to translate Zara-
thushtra’s teachings into words and actions.
This will make our religion more meaning-
ful to our lives, and in the process, develop
friendship and understanding in the larger
secular communities in which we live.

Building Community

We have to face the fact that many of our
children will marry non-Zarathushtis. The
question is not: Will they or wont they. The
question is: Will we keep them if they do.
We will keep them, only if our communities
welcome their spouses, and their children—love
them, value them, make them feel one of us.. A
Zarathushti who loves spouse and child will
not bring them to a place where they experience
hurtful, demeaning, exclusionary, words and
practices.

Freeing the creative spirit.

On a cold winter night, a German priest
was so moved by the spirit of Christmas, that
he composed the beautiful carol Silent Night.
Mahatma Gandhi was not a Christian, but
one of his favorite hymns was Lead Kindly
Light. The Hindus have their bhajans, the
Buddhists have gathas (the word means
‘songs’) — many of them composed by
people who are not priests, but who are so
moved by the beauty of an idea that they
want to express it in song. As a species, we
humans cannot live by ideas alone. When
we are moved, or inspired, by some beautiful
thought, we need to express what we feel in song,
in dance, in paintings, in poetry. So well did
Zarathushtra understand this need that he
composed the Gathas as poems that were
songs. Inthe Gathas, he tells Jamaspa, who
was the King’s prime minister,

“...0 Jamaspa Haugva, | shall declare to you
[plural] in verse — not in non-verse — in total
inspiration, ... the glories of Him who offers
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solicitude ... the Wise Lord ...”! Y46.17.
This indicates that Zarathushtra composed
these songs to interest intelligent people
such as the prime minister and others at the
King’'s Court (the plural ‘you’). As Zarathush-
tra’s teachings spread, the Gathas were
sung by ordinary people. We know this is so,
because a later text advises that if you hear
someone singing the Gathas, whether along
an aquaduct, or a river, or in the wilderness,
or on the highways of commerce, you may
join in?We need to free our creative energies
to express the beauties of Zarathushtra’s thought
in‘music, in poetry, in dance, in paintings. | wish
| could compose beautiful songs about Zarathush-
tra’s ideas, but | do not have that gift.

When my kids were getting married, | could
not find in the Ashirwad, or in our ancient
texts, a blessing that seemed relevant to
ayoung couple born and bred in urban
America. | wanted their wedding blessing to
touch their hearts and minds. | also wanted
it to express Zarathushtra’s idea that it is not
enough to ask for blessings for ourselves.
We in turn have to bless each other and
bless our world. So | crafted a new blessing,
which | now offer here as a small contribution
to anyone who may care to use it—a tiny flame
which, together flames from many others,
may help to light the future. | have modified
this blessing to apply to all of us, not just to
brides and grooms. When reading it, please
remember that Zarathushtra’s idea of the
Divine is that of a friend, a beloved, but not a
being who is separate from us.The Divine is
a part of all the living. The difference between
“God” and us is that “God” is the part that is alll
good, that has reached completeness (haurvatat),
that personifies the amesha spenta. Whereas
the rest of us have not (yet!). We are still

a mix of divine qualities and their opposites

-- divine on a part time basis, but all moving

1.Insler translation as it appears in Insler, The Gathas of Zarathushtra,
(E.J. Brill, 1975).

2. Aerpatastan and Nirangastan, Chapter VIII, pages 83 -84 as translated
by S. J. Bulsara, and printed by the Parsee Panchayat in 1915.
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towards full time.
Blessing.

May the Beloved Friend, the Wise Lord,
bless us,
May we bless each other,
May we bless the world in which we live.

May He be generous with us,
May we be generous with each other,
May we be generous with all living things.

May He sweeten our lives,
May we sweeten each other’s lives,
May we sweeten the lives of all whom we
touch.

May He instruct through good thinking
The course of our direction,

May He give us enduring strength to uphold
what'’s true and right.

Dina G. Mclntyre, is a Zoroastrian who was born
in India and came to the United States to attend
college. She received a bachelor of science degree
from Carnegie Mellon University (then Carnegie
Institute of Technology), and a law degree from the
University of Pittsburgh, School of Law. Dina has
practiced law in the United States since 1963. She
has two sons who also are practicing lawyers. Prior
to her retirement she was a member of the bar of all
federal and state courts in Pennsylvania, as well as
the United States Supreme Court. She has been
a student of the teachings of Zarathushtra since
the early 1980s, and was the Editor of a 12 lesson
course on the Gathas called “An Introduction to
the Gathas of Zarathushtra ”, which she distributed
world-wide in 1989-90. She has lectured on the
teachings of Zarathushtra at various conferences
and seminars in the United States, Canada, England,
India, Venezuela, and at the World Parliament of Religions
in 1993. Her writings on the teachings of Zarathushtra
have appeared in various Zarathushti Journals and on
the following
websites:

www.vohuman.org and www.zarathushtra.com



By: Roya Behmardian

March 1st- the day the
CZC teen class embarked
on a mission, a mission to
not only acquire knowledge
andanunderstanding ofoth-
er faiths, but also to pursue
the doctrine passed down
by numerous generations
in the Zartoshti religion;
“Spread the word of being
Zoroastrian.” The Annual
Interfaith Youth Forum we
attended allowed us to do
so successfully. | walked
in to the Buddhist Temple
(The host temple for the fo-
rum) with both anxiety and
excitement, accompanied
by fear and a willingness to
learn. Though, a welcoming
presentation by the president
of Interfaith and a soothing
yet rhythmic chanting by Bud-
dhists eased my mood. It was
the first indication of unifying
diversity. Then, the forum
began. We were all assigned
to a table where seven peo-
ple of other faiths were seated.
Our conversation was guided
my 3 questions ranging from
religious misconception to
how all faiths can unite in
order to achieve the com-
mon cause of a prosperous
humanity. With a Mormon
to my left, a Catholic to my
right, and two Sikhs sitting in
front of me- | was a teacher of
my own belief, and a student
to others. What | learned
specifically about each faith
cannot be written and given
justice to at the same time.

It was truly a world religions
class- condensed into a few
hours. Despite our different tra-
ditions and versatile beliefs, a
common concept grasped
by the majority of partici-
pants was that the similarities

amongst religions outweigh
the differences. Not because
there are more similarities
in quantity, but because the
essence of all beliefs share
a common idea- one should
achieve goodness. How that
goodness is achieved howev-
er, is irrelevant to unity. Some-
thing else | realized inspired
optimism within me. | sat there
amid 150 other teenagers,
and we were all there to dis-
cuss religion. Yet, we did so not
by advocating our faiths or
pressing it on others, but by
discussing how religion builds
into the greater idea of a bet-
ter future. The priorities of our
conversation were first human-
ity, and then religion. Al-

though it's idealistic

to even men- '\\S\

tion, if (\6
<
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everyone applied that order
of priorities to their lives (not
justafew hours on a Sunday af-
ternoon), then a better future
will be accomplished. The con-
versation at my table made
me realize that although religion
is important, it is only a small
fraction of what drives us and
who we are as people. Our
lives are a combination of
experiences and interactions,
as well as our beliefs. Therefore,
because of my experience at
the Interfaith Youth Forum and
my interactions with seven
other people, | have gained a
new perspective on religion.

Roya Behmardian is
a 17 year old junior in
University high school in
Irvine, California. She is
an active member of the
youth group (teen class)
at California Zoroastrian
Center
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