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Zoroastrianism is a universal relig-
ion, open to anyone who may wish
to become a Zoroastrian. This con-
clusion is compelled by Zarathush-
tra's own words in the Gathas, by
later texts and prayers written over
a period of time that spanned more
than 1,000 years after Zarathushtra,
by formal opinions given by an-
cient (and some modern) religious
authorities, and also by ancient tra-
ditions and customs.

In Part | of this article, we will
consider the evidence of Zara-
thushtra's own words, and some
later texts and prayers. In Part
I, we will consider the evidence
of formal opinions and ancient
traditions and customs.

There are those who say that we
must accept non-Zoroastrians
into the religion, if we wish to
survive. With due respect | do
not agree. Our Ashem Vohu prayer
teaches us that we should do what
is right because it is the right thing
to do. In my view, we should ac-
cept any sincere person who wish-
es to become a Zoroastrian, -- not
to "survive", and not because our
ancient texts tell us to do so, but be-
cause it is the right thing to do. On
the other hand, it pleases me that
our ancient texts wholeheartedly
support acceptance as the right
thing to do.

Prohibiting the admission of non-
Zoroastrians is a custom which
arose long after the fall of the Sasa-
nian Empire as a survival mecha-
nism, to survive persecution in Iran,
and to enable Zoroastrian refugees
in India to live there without being a
threat to the social and religious in-
stitutions of their adopted land. In
short, such exclusionary practices
are a social invention, not a relig-

ious mandate.
Let us consider the evidence.1

Zarathushtra's Teachings:
the Gathas.

There are many verses in the Ga-
thas which support the principle that
Zarathushtra considered his religion
to be a universal one, and hoped
that all the living would come to be-
lieve in it. Here are a few exam-

Zoroastrianism:

A Universal
Religion.

Part I.

By
Dina G. McIntyre

ples. There are many more. In
Y31.3 Zarathushtra says:

"... that commandment which is for
Thy adherents -- speak, Wise One,
..... in order for us to know (all) that
by means of which | might convert
all the living." Y31.3 (Insler transla-
tion).2

This verse makes it clear that Zara-
thushtra considered Mazda's "ad-
herents " to include "all the living ".
Some Zoroastrians who advocate
exclusion, and oppose acceptance,
argue that this translation is incor-
rect. But a review of translations by
major scholars, both "eastern" and
"western", consistently shows that in
this verse, Zarathushtra expressed
the wish to convert all the living to
the belief system which came to his
mind from Mazda. For example (al-
phabetically arranged):

Azargoshasb: “...so that | may con-
vert all the people into the right
path.” 3
Bartholomae: “.....that | may con-
vert all living men.” 4
Bode & Nanavutty: “.....so that |
may lead all the living to believe in
the true faith.” 5
Humbach: “...so that therewith |
might receive all the living.” 6
Ichaporia: “.....so that | may
ever convert all the living (mor-
tals).” 7

Irani: "...Give it in Thy own in-
spired word that | may thereby
bring its realization to all." 8

Jafarey: “...It will help me guide
all the living to choose aright.” 9
Kanga: “.....so that | cause all
men to put faith in the Religion.”
10

Mills: “.....(that...) | may make all
the living believers!” 11

Mills states: “...So also the general
indication of the Pahlavi translator.
..... Observe that the religious sys-
tem contemplated universal prosel-
ytism.” 12
Moulton: “.....that | may convert all
living men.” 13

Nanavutty: “....Thus | will con-
vince all the living (regarding the
true faith).” 14

Neryosangh's Sanskrit Translation:
"... which wisdom is enlightening or
awaking all the living." 15

Pahlavi translation: "...declare it
that we teach all living the Faith."
16
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Sethna: “...that | may convince all
the living to believe in the true path.”
17

Sidhwa: “.....To convert all mortals
to become Thine alone.” 18

Taraporewala: “.....so-that  |-may-
ever-convert all the living (into the
Right Path).” 19

There are those who argue that
Y31.3 should be interpreted as per-
taining to the choice between good
and evil, and that there is nothing in
the Gathas about choosing the relig-
ion. But the evidence of the Gathas
is to the contrary. Zarathushtra de-
scribes Mazda's message as "
that word which is to be heard as
the best for men. .." Y45.5 -- not as
the best for any particular tribe or
clan, but as the best for mankind.
And he himself made the choice.

"... | choose (only) Thy teachings,
Lord." Y46.3.

Zarathushtra makes no mention of
restricting his teachings to those
whose parents were Zoroastrian, for
the simple reason that before Zara-
thushtra, no one's parents were "Zo-
roastrian" 20. He makes no men-
tion of reserving his teachings only
for the people of any particular com-
munity, clan, tribe or race. His no-
tion of a person of "good lineage" is
one who is connected with asha,
and with the best way of being. He
says: “...Any such person of [ara-
maiti] is of the (same) good lineage
with truth [asha] and all those (other
forces) existing under Thy rule,
Lord.” Y49.5; "The priest who is
just, in harmony with truth [asha] is
the offspring from the best spirit
[mainyeush...vahishtat]” Y33.6. In
other words, the only “lineage” that

Zarathushtra cares about is the
state of being generated by truth,
and its implementation in thought,
word and action, -- which is the con-
cept of aramaiti, and is generated by
a benevolent way of being (spenta
mainyu).

No one knows today whether Zara-
thushtra's original homeland was in
the north, south, east or west of
what later came to be called Iran.
There is much informed speculation
on this subject, but no direct evi-
dence. We do know, from his own
words, that he was persecuted and
ostracized for speaking out against
the tyranny of priests and rulers,
and had to flee from the region in
which he was born: “To what land to
flee? Where shall | go to flee?
They exclude me from my family
and from my clan.” Ushtavaiti Ga-
tha, Y46.1.

Zarathushtra fled to the kingdom of
King Vishtaspa, and was successful
in converting the royal family and
the people of that land to his vision
of religion.

The Later Texts and Prayers:

Yasna 42 is a supplement to the
Haptanghaiti. We know from its lin-
guistics that it is not as old as the
Gathas, and not as late as some of
the other Yasnas. 21 By the time
Yasna 42 was composed, the relig-
ion had become institutionalized,
and had established priests and ritu-
als. Verse 6 of this Yasna speaks of
reverencing the athravans (fire-
priests) who returned after spread-
ing the religion in far off places.22

The Ahuna Vairya (Yatha Ahu Vair-
yo prayer) 23 is in Gathic Avestan,
and in the same meter as the Ahu-
navaiti Gatha. Many scholars be-

Zoroastrianism: A Universal Religion

lieve that it was composed by Zar-
athushtra himself. In my view, it
contains the core of Zarathushtra's
teachings in a nutshell -- showing
us a worship that is a way of life.

This prayer was commented on in
Yasna 19.6, a text composed sev-
eral centuries after the Gathas,
which has Ahura Mazda making
the following promise -- not just to
any particular tribe or clan, but to
everyone in the entire world: "And
whoever in this world of mine
which is corporeal shall mentally
recall...a portion of the Ahuna-
vairya, and shall then utter it
aloud, shall worship thus...I will
bring his soul over the Bridge of
Kinvat, | who am Ahura Maz-

There are many later texts and
prayers which echo Gathic verses
regarding the universality of the re-
ligion. For example, in the Gathas
Zarathushtra expresses the wish to
spread Mazda's teachings across
the earth. "Lord, let wisdom come
in the company of truth [asha]
across the earth!..." Y50.5. The
Farvardin Yasht 25 echoes this
thought with conviction: "...and
there will the good Law of the wor-
shippers of Mazda come and
spread through all the seven
Karshvares of the earth."

Yasht 13.94 26

This wish in the form of a prayer is
found in many of the Khordeh
Avesta prayers, which were com-
posed during Sasanian times, sev-
eral centuries after Zarathushtra.
For example: the Meher Niyaesh
says: "May the knowledge, extent
and fame of the commandments of
the most excellent Mazda worship-
ping religion ever increase over the
world, over all the seven regions,
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so may it be." 27 Almost identical
words are also found in the
Khorshed Niyaesh, the Mah Bakh-
tar Niyaesh, the Ardvi Sur Niyaesh,
the Atash Niyaesh, the Nirang-e
Hormazd Yasht, the Ardibehesht
Yasht, the Sarosh Yasht Hadokht,
and the Sraosh Yasht Wadi. 28

The Doa Nam Setayeshne (an-
other prayer composed in Sasani-
an times) says: "Homage to the all
knowing tolerator, who sent
through Zarathushtra Spitman . . .
teachings of religion for the people
of the world so that they may have
friendship, inculcate faith and inner
wisdom and knowledge gained
from hearing. For the information
and guidance of all men who are,
who were, and who will be here-
after..." 29

The Din-no-Kalmo (Pazand)
speaks of "...The good, righteous
and complete religion which God
has sent for the world..." 30

The Doa Tandarosti (Pazand)
prays "... May the religion of Zara-
thushtra be a source of glory unto
all mortals..." 31

The Zoroastrian religion is famed
for its commitment to truth and
honesty. One cannot help but
wonder how anyone can truthfully
and sincerely say these prayers
daily, or weekly, or perhaps just on
good occasions, and yet insist that
the religion prohibits the admission
of non-Zoroastrians. It passes
comprehension.

In the Gathas, Zarathushtra implies
that the Divine is immanent
(present) in all things. A later Ave-
stan text, Yasna 17.11, expresses
this beautiful thought by speaking
of the fire in all things, the fire with-

in 32, as does the Bundahishn (a
post-Sasanian, Pahlavi text).33
The Farvardin Yasht also expresses
this thought by reverencing the fra-
vashi in all things.

The fravashi is the divine within. As
applied to different human races,
verse 143 of this Yasht reverences
the fravashis of good men and wom-
en in various enumerated countries -
- Turanian, Sairimyan (which a foot-
note explains is Europe and West-
ern Asia), Saini (which a footnote
explains is China), and the verse
concludes with reverence for the
fravashis of good men and women
"...in all countries....." 34

If our religion teaches that the Divine
is immanent (present) in all men and
women, of what relevance is ethnici-
ty to religion? Can we reject any
person without rejecting the Divine
which is immanent within such a
person?

Those who favor exclusion contend
that this rule is not a question of re-
jecting anyone. Rather, it is a ques-
tion of obeying God's will. | do not
know how they square this argu-
ment with Zarathushtra's teaching
that we must think for ourselves, af-
ter reflecting with a clear mind
("...Reflect with a clear mind -- man
by man for himself ... " Y30.2).
They argue that it is God's will that
each person should remain in the re-
ligion of his birth, and that to change
one's birth religion is an act of defi-
ance against God's will.

Well, God caused us to be born
naked. lIs it His will that we not wear
clothes? He caused us to be born
ignorant. Is it an act of defiance
against God to get an education?

Some babies are born sick, or with

birth defects. Is it His will that
such babies not be given medical
treatment to save their lives?
What if one's parents are athe-
ists? Is it an act of defi-
ance against God to want to be-
lieve in Him?

What if one's parents are religious
fanatics? Is it God's will that the
child of such parents must also be
a religious fanatic, and must mas-
sacre and torture people as his
parents do? The argument is a
non-starter (to say nothing of a no-
brainer).

If Mazda is the God of the Uni-
verse, how can anyone shrink His
relevance to only 100,000 Zoroas-
trians on this planet of several bil-
lion people (to say nothing of ex-
tra-terrestrial life, if any)? How
did we sink from the high nobility
of Zarathushtra’s thought to such
a narrow view?

This article will be continued in
Part Il where we will consider the
evidence of modern and ancient
religious Opinions, as well as tra-
ditions and customs.

Dina G. Mclintyre , is a Zoroastrian
who was born in India and came
to the United States to attend col-
lege. She received a bachelor of
science degree from Carnegie
Mellon University (then Carnegie
Institute of Technology), and a law
degree from the University of Pitts-
burgh, School of Law. Dina has
practiced law in the United States
since 1964. Prior to her retirement
she was a member of the bar of all
federal and state courts in Penn-
sylvania, as well as the United
States Supreme Court. She has
been a student of the teachings of
Zarathushtra since the early
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1980s, and was the Editor of a 12
lesson course on the Gathas called
An Introduction to the Gathas of
Zarathushtra, which she distributed
world-wide in 1989-90.

Her writings on the teachings of
Zarathushtra have appeared in var-
ious Zarathushti Journals and on
the following websites:
www.vohuman.org and
www.zarathushtra.com

1 The evidence in this article is not exhaustive.
There is much, much more. See the following
excellent articles:

K.D.Irani and F.J. Vajifdar, Conversion in Zo-
roastrianism, The Truth Behind the Trumpery,
as it appears in Humata, (Journal of the Center
for Ancient Iranian Studies, Winter 1998 -- 1999
issue) p 8;

A. J. Davar, Zoroastrianism: A Universal Faith
that Remained Regional? published in several
parts in various issues of Humata, ibid.

C. P. Mehta, The Religion of Zarathushtra is for
All Mankind. This work appears on
www.efn.org/ropal/acceptz.html a website creat-
ed and maintained by Steven Williamson, a con-
vert to Zoroastrianism, at which site he has col-
lected many good articles on conversion.

Dr. Kersey Antia, the courageous and much ad-
mired high priest of the Zoroastrian Association
of Metropolitan Chicago, Dr. Kersey Antia, has
also written a thorough and knowledgeable arti-
cle on conversion which | read some years ago.
| regret that | do not have a copy of it.

2 All quotations from the Gathas, in this paper,
are to the translation by Professor Insler of Yale
University, as it appears in The Gathas of Zara-
thushtra, (Brill 1975), unless otherwise indicat-
ed. Round parentheses ( ) in a quotation indi-
cate an insertion into the text by Prof. Insler.
Square brackets [ ]in a quotation indicate an in-
sertion by me, sometimes by way of explana-
tion, and sometimes to show you the applicable
Gathic words, but for convenience, usually with-
out their grammatical variations. | leave 'aramai-
ti' untranslated, so it consistently appears in
square brackets.

3 Firouz Azargoshasb, The Translation of Ga-
thas, the Holy Songs of Zarathushtra, (March
1988), published with the assistance of CIMNA
(the Council of Iranian Mobeds of North Ameri-
ca). The author, before he departed this life,
was the head of the Council of Mobeds of Teh-
ran, the highest religious body for Zoroastrians
in Iran.

4 As quoted by I. J. S. Taraporewala, in his
book, The Divine Songs of Zarathushtra, (re-
print, Hukhta Foundation, Bombay, 1993), page
182. (This book by Taraporewala is hereinafter
referred to as "Taraporewala").

5 Bode & Nanavutty, Songs of Zarathushtra,

The Gathas, (George Allen & Unwin, Ltd., 1952),
p 52.

6 Humbach, The Gathas of Zarathushtra and the
Other Old Avestan Texts, (Heidelberg, 1991), Vol-
ume 1, p 127.

7 Ichaporia, The Gathas of Zarathushtra, Transla-
tion and Transcription of Ahunavaiti and Vahish-
toishti Gathas, (FEZANA, 1993), p 11.

8 D. J. Irani, The Gathas, The Hymns of Zara-
thushtra, (Center for Ancient Iranian Studies,
1998), p 38.

9 Jafarey, The Gathas, Our Guide, (Ushta Publi-
cations, 1989) p 35.

10 Kanga, Gatha-Ba-Maani, ((Parsi Panchayat
Funds and Properties, 1997) p 43.

11 Mills, Sacred Books of the East, (1981 reprint
by Motilal Benarsidas, of the 1887 original) Vol-
ume 31, page 41 (hereinafter referred to as
"SBE").

12 SBE, ibid Vol. 31, p 41, footnote 8.

13 Moulton, Early Zoroastrianism The Hibbert
Lectures delivered at Oxford, 1912, (1980 AMS
Press reprint of the 1913 original) p 352.

14 Nanavutty, The Gathas of Zarathushtra, (Ma-
pin, 1999), p 83.

15 L. H. Mills, A Study of the Five Zarathushtrian
Gathas, (Oxford 1892, AMS Press Reprint, 1997),
p 57. This work includes an English translation of
the Pahlavi translation edited with collation of
manuscripts from all known codices, as well as an
English translation from a collation of five ancient
texts of Neryosangh's Sanskrit translation (herein-
after referred to as "Mills' compendium").

16 Mills' compendium, p 57.

17 Sethna, The Teachings of Zarathushtra, (1978
reprint), p 29.
18 Sidhwa, The Gathas of Asho Zarathushtra,
(1998), p 21.

19 Taraporewala, ibid page 178.

20 A post-Sasanian text, the Dinkard V, is said to
describe how prophets before Z had accepted the
revelation. | do not (yet) have a copy of this text.
Based on historical evidence, | find it doubtful that
the worship of Mazda was a part of any proto-
Indo-Iranian religion.  Professor Thieme (and
many other scholars) is of the opinion that Mazda,
as the name of God, was the invention of Zara-
thushtra. He points out that there is no equivalent
deity called Wisdom in the Vedic pantheon, but
only the feminine noun "medha" meaning wisdom.
Thieme, Reflections on the Vocabulary of Zara-
thushtra's Gathas, in Proceedings of the First Ga-
tha Colloquium, 1993, (WZO 1998), p 201. By
contrast, the other pre-Zarathushtrian Iranian dei-
ties of the Yashts and later Zoroastrian texts have
their counterparts in the Vedic pantheon. But
even if we accept, for the sake of argument, that
some sort of worship of Mazda pre-dated Zara-

Zoroastrianism: A Universal Religion

thushtra, it could not have been the religion as
taught by Zarathushtra -- the "mazdayasno Zar-
athushtrish" of the "Jasa Me Avanghe Mazda"
prayer which was composed in Sasanian times
as a Zoroastrian credo.

21 Humbach, The Gathas of Zarathushtra and
Other Old Avestan Texts, Vol. 1, page 7, foot-
note 9.

22 Y42.6 speaks of reverencing "...the ap-
proaches of the Fire-priests, as they approach
us from afar, and seek to gain the provinces,
and spread the ritual lore...." Mills translation as
it appears in SBE Vol 31, page 291. This verse
is clear that even the rituals were not restricted,
and were open to anyone who wished to join
the religion.

23 For my explanation and discussion of the
Ahuna Vairya, see Three Prayers and the
Name of God, on www.vohuman.org. The arti-
cle on the Ahuna Vairya (from that collection)
also appears on www.zarathushtra.com. For a
more in-depth discussion of the Ahuna Vairya,
see The Talisman, which also appears on
www.vohuman.org.

24 Mills translation as it appears in SBE, Vol.
31, page 261.

25 The Farvardin Yasht (Yasht 13) is written in
the Younger Avestan language, not in Gathic,
and was composed several centuries after Zar-
athushtra. By the time it was written the old
pre-Zarathushtrian Indo-Aryan deities had
found their way into the religion of Zarathush-
tra, so the Farvardin Yasht differs from the
teachings of the Gathas in some ways, but re-
flects them in other ways.

26 As translated by Darmesteter, in SBE Vol.
23, page 202.

27 Meher Niyaesh, Sethna, Khordeh Avesta
(1980 reprint), p 61.

28 Sethna's Khordeh Avesta, ibid, Khorshed
Niyaesh p 51; Mah Bakhtar Niyaesh pp 71 --
73; Ardvi Sur Niyaesh p 83; Atashi Nyaesh p
93; Nirange- Hormazd Yasht p 111; Ardibe-
hesht Yasht p 125; Sarosh Yasht Hadokht p
141; Sraosh Yasht Wadi p 165.

29 Sethna, ibid, page 63.

30 Sethna, Khordeh Avesta ibid, page 169;

31 Sethna, Khordeh Avesta, ibid page 173.

32 SBE Vol. 31, p 258, Mills translation.

33 As translated by E. W. West, in SBE Vol. 5,
pp 61 -- 62.

34 As translated by Darmesteter in SBE Vol.
23, pp 226 -- 227.
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By: Professor Arthur Pearlstein

ust this past year, Time magazine featured a cover story on

the “legacy of Abraham” which suggested that, as au-
J thor of the monotheistic idea and more, Abraham was

responsible for “a complete departure from every-

thing” that went before. Like many essays on the histo-
ry of religion, the Time piece confused the stories from
three different religious traditions with actual history and
the search for truth. The author did admit that “there is no
way to know what century Abraham lived in, or even
whether he actually existed as a person.” Unmentioned in
the article is the fact that there is substantial evidence that
Zarathushtra, almost certainly a genuine historical figure,
may really have been responsible for the “complete depar-
ture from everything” that the author attributes to Abraham.
However, the road traveled by the “great religions” since
this departure has had some dramatic detours from what
Zarathushtra taught. Nowhere is this divergence more
manifest than in the answer to the seemingly simple ques-
tion: what is it that Zoroastrians worship?

There is strong basis in the historical record of religions to
conclude that the idea of a single, universal, creative force
came to the three “Abrahamic” religions through the influ-
ence of Zoroastrians on the Jews during the Babylonian ex-
ile. Since the traditions of those religions came to dominate
so much of our world, we are in the peculiar position of ex-
amining and interpreting Zarathushtra’s concept of “Ahura
Mazda” backwards in time through the lens of the Abra-
hamic concept of “God” as if it were one and the same
thing. It is not.

The term “Ahura Mazda” has been variously translated
“Wise Lord,” “Lord Wisdom,” “Supreme Wisdom,” or
“Supreme Mind.” The followers of the religion called
themselves “Mazdayasni,” which could loosely be inter-
preted as “Worshippers of Supreme Wisdom” or, perhaps
more appropriately, “Worshippers of the Mind.”

The Zarathushtrian object of worship is so altogether differ-
ent from the personified form of the Abrahamic religions
that the very use of the term “God” to describe these diver-
gent concepts can be confusing. Zarathushtra’s
“God” — Ahura Mazda—is simply not there in a material or
geographical sense. Instead, “God” is the origin and pre-

condition of thought and of all we perceive with our sens-
es: uncaused and eternal. Zoroastrian scholar Farhang
Mehrl[ii] has defined it as wisdom and truth in essence
(Y28, and Y51.7) and infinitude in time and space (Y31.8)
(Mehr, An Introduction to the Gathas of Zarathushtra,
May 1990). The Gathas describe Ahura Mazda as “the
most ancient and the youngest” or that which “has always
been and always will be” or which has “no beginning and
no end.” (Y31.8).

Simply put, Ahura Mazda is an idea: the mind of the uni-
verse—the origin of existence and, indeed, existence it-
self, infinite and eternal. There is striking similarity be-
tween Zarathushta’s concept of Ahura Mazda and the
“God” described by the European philosopher Spinoza
thousands of years later: “...there exists in nature an infi-
nite power of thinking, which... contains subjectively the
whole of nature, and its thoughts proceed in the same
manner as nature—that is, in the sphere of ideas.” (Spino-
za’s letter to Oldenburg, 1665).

Ahura Mazda works as a process through a kind of “di-
vine” law, the built in conditions of the universe and,
therefore, of humanity. That law of the universe is known
as “Asha,” a term which has been translated as truth, right-
eousness, universal order, and even justice, but which is
perhaps best left untranslated. The infinite variety we ex-
perience in this fast moving world of change is the expres-
sion of Asha.

Where do human beings fit in this picture? Human intelli-
gence is a spark of the cosmic mind: the fire of Ahura
Mazda is within each of us. Again, shades of Spinoza who
wrote that “the human mind is part of the infinite intellect
of God.” (Spinoza, Ethics). Yet human beings play a less
restrained, more intense role than Spinoza may have envi-
sioned. To Zarathushtra, we humans are co-creators of the
universe. In this sense, “Zarathushtra wants every person
to be godlike.” (Jafarey,[iii] “Spenta Mainyu,” Introduc-
tion to the Gathas).

The God posited by Zarathushtra is neither to be feared
nor begged. Ahura Mazda does not punish or reward.
Rather than trying to please God, we are enriched by act-
ing in conformity with the nature of God and the true na-
ture of the world. We participate in Asha in proportion to
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the degree to which we understand Ahura Mazda and con-
form our actions to the law of the universe. The saoshyants
or saviors are “those who follow their knowledge of thy
teaching with actions in harmony with good thinking and
with truth, Wise One.” Y48.12 (Insler[iv] Tr.) There is a
profound joy that comes with this experience. In words that
echo Zarathushtrian sentiments, Albert Einstein described a
feeling “that takes the form of a rapturous amazement at the
harmony of natural law” and is “a sort of intoxicated joy
and amazement at the beauty and grandeur of this world...”
(Einstein, The World as I See It, 1934).

Zarathushtra’s concept of the single, universal, creative
“God” has been translated through the ages into a highly
personified form. Yet personification, if it has any validity,
is only for the purpose of helping us comprehend the vision
of “Supreme Mind” that is Ahura Mazda. As finite beings,
we cannot easily grasp infinity and eternity so a degree of
anthropomorphism is helpful. But Zarathushtra used such
analogies sparingly and only in allegorical or poetic expres-
sions. Indeed, he rebelled against what he called “false
gods” that he condemned as unreal —manipulative tools of
evil minds.

In examining Zarathushtra’s influences on philosophy and
religion, his revolutionary concept of “God” as mind is
only a beginning. Beyond this, the powerful, moral dimen-
sion to religious teaching, and the future-orientation of re-
ligious and political/social thought with its accompanying
apocalyptic vision, can be traced directly to Zoroastrian in-
fluences. Likewise, such emblems of western religion as
heaven and hell, angels, the devil, the messiah, and even
resurrection have clear connections to the Good Religion.
The powerful impact of Zarathushtra’s philosophy can thus
be seen as much in the distortion of his teaching as in the
embrace.

For example, the morality of the Abrahamic religions—the
notions of “good and evil”—are derived from something
quite different in Zoroastrianism: the idea of drawing dis-
tinctions that Zarathushtra understood as so important to es-
tablishing life in settled communities. What Zarathushtra
taught was a pragmatic ethics, promoting that which works,
that which promotes the full range of our potential. It is a
philosophy of joy that relentlessly seeks truth, starting with
laser sharp focus on seeking to know the world as it is and
dealing with it, questioning our assumptions constantly
along the way. Indeed, only as we question our beliefs do
we learn to become more true to ourselves and more
aligned with Asha, the way of the universe.

The apocalyptic vision—the whole idea of looking toward
a "final battle" or resolution bringing on a "perfect
world" —has been shown to be directly attributable to early

(but post-Zarathushtra) Zoroastrianism. Indeed, this con-
cept is really very much the same whether it is the Chris-
tian version or the Marxist/utopian version. But while Zar-
athushtra’s concept of the future inspired much utopian
thought, it was something quite different from the apoca-
lyptic idea it inspired. Zarathushtra offered an innovative
future perspective representing an enormous shift from the
then-dominant view of endless cycles controlled by the
gods. His “making wonderful” is a process of continual re-
invention, a constant evolution that starts anew with each
life. The future offers an ever-deepening array of exciting,
joy-bringing delightful (and surprising) things, if only we
struggle for it. It is a process and something more—it is
life itself.

There can be little doubt of the enormous impact that Zara-
thushtra has had on the development of civilization and
ideas. Being among the first to understand the ethical re-
quirements for settled living, Zarathustra was the original
spokesman for civilization as we know it. And though
many of his once innovative ideas have emerged through
the millennia in almost unrecognizable form, the most
powerful impact of his inspiring message surely lies
ahead —in the future of civilization.

Arthur Pearlstein is Professor of Law and Director of
the Werner Institute for Negotiation and Dispute Resolu-
tion at Creighton University School of Law in Omaha, Ne-
braska. A graduate of Harvard Law School (J.D.), Haver-
ford College (B.A.) and the Straus Institute for Dispute
Resolution at Pepperdine University (Masters in Dispute
Resolution), Arthur previously served as the general coun-
sel and director of ADR and International Programs at the
Federal Mediation and Conciliation Service (FMCS) and
has taught at Catholic University School of Law and at
Pepperdine. At FMCS, Arthur spearheaded a national ini-
tiative aimed at developing the state of the art in the de-
sign, promotion, and implementation of conflict manage-
ment systems in the workplace. Arthur was born and raised
in the Washington, DC area and graduated from high
school and college in the 1970's. He has lived in several
different states and countries and has visited 49 states and
over 60 different countries on 5 continents. He began to
study Zoroastrianism early in the 1990's.

[i] This paper is based on a presentation made at Pomona college,
Southern California, on February 8, 2004 on the occasion of “Festival
of Fire” (Jashne Sadeh). It was posted on vohuman.org on December
22,2005.

[ii] Mehr, Emeritus Professor Dr. Farhang

[iii] Jafarey, Dr. Ali Akbar

[iv] Insler, Emeritus Professor Dr. Stanley

| “CHEHRENAMA”, Publication of the California Zoroastrian Center

No. 144 Page 7 |




This is how "democracy" is defined by
the Webster’s Dictionary: "[MF de-
mocratie, fr. LL democratia, fr. Gk dé-
mokratia, fr. démos (people) + -kratia
—cracy (rule)] (1576) a: government by
the people; esp : rule of the majority b:
a government in which the supreme
power is vested in the people and exer-
cised by them directly or indirectly
through a system of representation usu.
involving periodically held free elec-
tions."

History of democracy, as presented by
Western scholars, only goes back to
the people of Greek cities of the pre-
Christian era. This is just a part of the
story. The full fact is that regional
elected councils are well documented
in the Indo-European, particularly the
Indo-Iranian, societies and among oth-
er peoples of the world of a greater an-
tiquity. The point to note about the
Greek and the later Roman city democ-
racies is that "ancient democracies did
not presuppose equality of all individu-
als; the majority of the populace, nota-
bly slaves and women, had no political
rights. Athens, the greatest of the city
democracies, limited the franchise to
native-born citizens." (Funk & Wag-
nalls New Encyclopedia, Vol.§, "De-
mocracy.") Nothing surprising! Wom-
en have been granted the right to vote
and hold government office in most of
the democracies only in the first half
of the 20th century.

What do the Guiding Gathas of Zara-
thushtra say? The Very first song be-
gins with "Yatha Ahu," the Principle
of Choice. In order to bring peace,
prosperity, stability, progress and hap-
piness to the living world, people are
to select only competent persons who
are able to free the world from mental
and physical wrongs, and lead it to
truth, precision, progress, wholeness,
and immortality.

Z.OROASTRIAN
R ELIGION AND
DEMOCRACY

By: Dr Ali A. Jafarey

Song 16, the last but one, is particularly
dedicated to "Vohi Khshathra Vairya,"
literally "Good Domain Worthy-of-
Choice." It elaborates that a good gov-
ernment must be an elected one. It is
then the best gain one can have. To
serve a chosen government means to
serve it best with devotion based on
righteous deeds. It is for such a domin-
ion, a world order that Zarathushtra
rose to work for us, mankind. He
founded the foremost democracy --
mental and physical, spiritual and mate-
rial.

Contrary to the pyramidal structure of
the society into professions/casts of a
single superior top to the massive infe-
rior bottom of serfs and slaves seen in
human history of many doctrines, the
Gathas profoundly present a doctrine of
individual freedom of will and choice
equally for all men and women. The
Gathic division of the human society is
unique. It begins with the family living
in a house that multiplies consequen-
tially into settlements, districts, lands
and finally the earth — all based on
good thinking and precise procedure.
This makes one realize the true democ-
racy Zarathushtra expounded. The
guiding leaders of all these units must
be elected only on account of their
competence, and that too by persons
with ‘good mind — Vohu Manah’ and in
the ‘right — Asha’ procedure.

In today’s definition, it would mean
that each and every person elected to

the office must be fully qualified for
the office he/she is elected to. It
would, in a simpler term, mean com-
petent persons leading the house, set-
tlement, district, land and the globe.
On the governmental level, it would
mean that all the candidates for presi-
dency, home affairs, foreign relations,
commerce, council, cabinet and all
other offices, will prove their compe-
tence of quality and experience, to be
elected for their particular posts. Eve-
ry post will be filled by a person elect-
ed for his/her competence. And on the
global level, we will have a "United
Nations" organization that would lead
free, friendly, peaceful, prosperous,
healthy, happy and lovingly united
peoples of globe to glory.

A close look at all the democracies in
the world would show that mankind
has still to work wisely and hard to
reach the Gathic principle of "Vohu
Khshathra Vairya."

Zarathushtra prayed for it in the con-
cluding stanza
of his Sublime Songs:

May the desired Fellowship come
for the support of the men and women of Zara-
thushtra,
for the support of good mind,
so that the conscience of
every person earns
the choice reward, the reward
of righteousness,

a wish regarded by the Wise God.
Let us join him in the prayer and work to
achieve his ideal
"Vohu Khshathra Vairya."

"Both the lord and the leader
are to be chosen
because of their righteousness.
These two appointments are
made with good mind
so that acts of life are done
for the Wise One,
and the dominion of God is
well established,
in which the chosen person becomes the reha-
bilitator of the rightful
who are oppressed.
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August 23, 2006
Ebrahim Pourdavoud

It was an exiting event in my life, when one day in 1939 Dr. Isa Sadiq, Dean of the Faculty of Humanities at the
University of Tehran, entered our undergraduate classroom accompanied by a middle-aged man with penetrating
eyes and aquiline nose and neatly and impeccably dressed and introduced Professor Pourdavoud, about whom
we had heard so much, as our instructor for a new course on Avesta and the Avestan language.

The course was completely new to us. No one knew much about ancient Iranian languages. When he began to
lecture in his slightly Gilanian accent, we all felt that he did not only talk from his mind, but also from his heart.
His love of ancient Iran and his profound admiration for the religion of ancient Iran shone through his words; it
was contagious and inspiring.

He was the one who planted the seed of enthusiasm for the study of ancient Iranian culture in my mind. He intro-
duced a whole new field of study in Iran, not only through his teaching, but even more effectively through his
excellent translation of the entire Avesta with ample introductory and explanatory annotations.

He was a true gentleman: dignified, generous, and kind. Few scholars have had such a profound impact on the
outlook of generations of Iranians. He opened a new vista before our eyes. He kindled keen interest in the mind
of his students and his readers for the study of Zoroastrian religion and the culture of Zoroastrian Iran. His mem-
ory lives on, as does his impact.

Ehsan Yarshater

Winter Solstice—Yalda

By: Mobed Behram Deboo

Yalda! Yalda! Today is the shortest day.
But for you, not the shortest memory.
Starry heavenly night on its longest way,
A day to remember without hurry.

As our earth turns slowly to the benefactor,
A journey that will go through her renovator.
Then birds will sing the glory of the morning,
And with fresh air, leaves and flowers will be dancing.

» é Unt11 then, let us seek transforglatlon Qf our Selves,
S Of our relations with eacb_ﬁthezr on this planet =
And all that is created with Whlte nght Garment.

Hasten slowly, let us search THAT within ourselves.

Yes, Winter Solstice is a time to spend together,
Sing, dance, feast and preciously share.
A smile or two, kindle it with a glow,
A dim light in the heart to light a shadow.
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3,738 years later the message is still
relevant. Still vital to our success in
this life. Still vital to our success in
delivering the ultimate goal of Zo-
roastrianism, Freshokereti - the re-
newal of the Earth.

One of my favorite things about
Zarathushtra’s philosophy is that it
empowers those who choose to ac-
cept it and live by it. We are not
victims of a wrathful illogical God;
we are not sinners; we do not have
to submit to a powerful God (and
his supposed representatives on
Earth) to be saved; and we don’t
have to take on faith irrational con-
cepts and beliefs.

Rather Zarathushtra empowered hu-
mans, perhaps for the first time, to
understand how the world could be
and how to work to perfect it. Basi-
cally, we become co-creative with
Ahura Mazda.

Zarathushtra was the first prophet
and philosopher to proclaim that
there is one wise creator; that the
world evolves according to some
basic laws of goodness; that hu-
mans have an element of godliness
in them that gives them the power
to think and choose righteousness
or goodness in everything we do;
and finally, that humans can and
should co-create and perfect the
world through their good choices.

The principles of Zoroastrianism
are based on truth and justice, con-
nected with wisdom and tied to-
gether with the concept of free
choice. And when they ask what the
purpose of our existence is here on
earth? We have the answer; it is to
renew the world, through righteous-
ness!

Zoroastrianism forces us to think of
issues greater than those that con-

cern us individually. We have to
focus on the world at large. What
Zoroastrian solutions can we come
up with for problems that all hu-
mans are facing?

What we care about as a communi-
ty, the things we do for the world

By : Mobed Mazda K. Antia

and for others, may be the best in-
dication of who we are as a com-
munity of Zoroastrians. The goal of
the religion is not the happiness of
the individual but making others

happy.

Zarathushtra’s message shifts the
focus from an individualistic highly
personal way of thinking to a much
broader, less self-absorbed way of
thinking, acting, and living. That is,
doing what is good or "best" in
each situation is often different
than doing what is advantageous or
convenient to an individual. This
has implications for how we live
our lives, how we interact with oth-
ers in person and in a societal set-
ting, and how we choose leaders. I
like to think of Zarathushtra’s mes-
sage as that of the image of a but-
terfly flapping its wings in one part
of the world and setting into mo-
tion a series of events perhaps
causing a hurricane in another part
of the world. Zarathushtra's mes-

sage can be the wing moving peo-
ple's minds in a small way com-
pletely changing the kind of life
they lead -- away from living a life
focused on what's best for one
alone, and towards living a good
life that improves the world for all
people and beings in the world.

What does all this mean? It means
we have to work towards perfec-
tion in every aspect of our lives.
Each individual has God’s most
important attribute within him or
her; the attribute of the Good
Mind. Each individual has full
freedom to choose to think and
speak and act in good and right-
eous ways (according to the law of
Asha). Those who choose to fol-
low their good mind and transform
good thoughts into words and ac-
tion everyday and in each and eve-
ry choice -large and small - help
move the world closer to comple-
tion and perfection. In this way
each person has the potential and
ability to be a co-leader with God
in renewing and perfecting this
world.

As individuals we must continual-
ly strengthen our Good Mind - that
ability to know the right path or
choice in a situation - and the ca-
pacity for loving others within our-
selves. We have to strive to under-
stand and choose the right and
good path in every choice we
make in our lives, not for any re-
ward, but because it is the right
thing to do. This process starts
within ourselves; and as we indi-
viduals are transformed, it affects
our families, then our neighbors,
then our communities, then our
countries, and ultimately the entire
world.
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